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notable achievements as well. Second
baseman and Troy resident Chris
Demetral, a Greek American, assisted
the Greek baseball team to a 7th over-
all finish. In men’s basketball, Carlos
Delfino, who was drafted by the World
Champion Detroit Pistons in 2003 and
will be joining the team this year, com-
peted for the Argentinean Olympic
team.

Our athletes were supported by a
great number of coaches and staff who
made their success in the Games pos-
sible. The coaches with ties to Michi-
gan include Bob Bowman of the U of M
in swimming; Larry Brown of the De-
troit Pistons in basketball; Todd
Dagenais of Michigan State University
in volleyball; Steven Fraser from the U
of M in wrestling; Kevin Jackson from
Jackson in wrestling; Al Mitchell of
Northern Michigan University in box-
ing, and Jon Urbanchek of the U of M
in swimming. In addition to the coach-
ing staff, three U of M alumni were in-
volved in the administration of the
Games. Jeffrey Benz is the current gen-
eral counsel and Abigail TompKins is a
member of the United States Olympic
Committee, USOC. Thomas Miller is
the current United States Ambassador
to Greece. All of these individuals
worked tirelessly to assist the athletes
in their pursuit of greatness at these
Games.

I know I speak for all Michiganians
in expressing appreciation and con-
gratulations to all of the Michigan ath-
letes, coaches, and administrators who
took part in the 2004 Summer Olympic
Games. The Games last a few short
weeks, but the memories will be in-
grained in the minds of all who saw
them and shared vicariously in the ef-
forts of these great athletes. For their
commitment, drive and competitive
spirit, I congratulate all the athletes of
the 2004 Olympic Games, but it is with
particular pride that I salute the ath-
letes and coaches from Michigan.

————

2004 OLYMPIC GAMES

Mr. FEINGOLD. Madam President, I
am sure that my colleagues will join
me in congratulating the American
athletes who competed in the 2004
Olympic Games in Athens, Greece.

The Olympics have a rich history,
with records dating the first Olympic
Games to 776 B.C. in Olympia, Greece.
The early athletic contests allowed
youths to highlight their physical
prowess, with victory reflecting well
upon the competitor’s home city. The
modern Olympic Games have endured
for over a century, through times of
war and peace, and this year, the
Olympics returned to its origins.

The symbols of the Games—the
motto, the flames, the rings—carry im-
portant meanings. The Olympic motto
“‘citius—altius—fortius’’, which is
Latin for ‘‘faster—higher—stronger”’
encourages all to strive to achieve
their personal best. The Olympic
flame, lit by the sun’s rays in Olympia
and passed around the world, burns

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

bright while the competitions con-
tinue. The five Olympic rings represent
the five continents, interwoven to dem-
onstrate the universality of the Games.

Being an Olympian is a tremendous
honor, and I commend the many ath-
letes who represented our Nation well.
America’s 2004 Olympians are some of
the finest athletes in the world. Dedi-
cated to their sport, these individuals
often devote years of their lives to
training for the ultimate experience of
competing in the Olympics. All com-
peted well, and their hard efforts were
rewarded as a remarkable 103 medals
were earned by Americans in Athens.

I would like to particularly recognize
the Olympians from my home State of
Wisconsin. Fifteen athletes competing
in the 2004 Olympic games have ties to
Wisconsin, and I am proud of their ef-
forts. These 15 athletes traveled to
Athens to compete in a variety of
sporting events, events that ranged
from rowing to gymnastics to the mod-
ern pentathlon. It is my honor to rec-
ognize these fine competitors from
Wisconsin:

Chris Ahrens. A graduate of White-
fish Bay High School and two-time
Olympian, Chris earned a gold medal
this year as a member of the men’s
eight rowing team.

Deirdre Demet-Barry. A seven-time
national cycling champion originally
from Milwaukee, Deirdre competed in
women’s cycling while in Athens.

Rebecca Giddens. A kayaker since
age 10, this Green Bay native earned
the bronze medal in the women’s K1
flat kayak slalom.

James Gruenwald. Originally hailing
from Greendale, James competed in his
second Olympics in the men’s Greco-
Roman wrestling competition.

Dennis Hall. A proud cheesehead and
Plover resident, Dennis competed in
the men’s Greco-Roman wrestling for
his third Olympics.

Paul Hamm. A native of Waukesha,
Paul won gold and silver medals in
men’s gymnastics events in his second
Olympic Games.

Morgan Hamm. As a member of the
U.S. men’s gymnastics team, this
Waukesha native helped lead the team
to a silver medal.

Ben Holbrook. Ben is originally from
Hartland and competed in the Men’s
quadruple sculls rowing competition in
Athens.

Beau Hoopman. Raised in Plymouth,
Beau rowed at the University of Wis-
consin and won a gold medal in Athens
with the men’s eight rowing team..

Mary Beth Larsen-Iagorashvili. A
graduate of Mukwonago High School
who attended Marquette University,
Mary Beth competed in the women’s
modern pentathlon.

Garrett Lowney. Athens was the sec-
ond Olympic Games at which this Free-
dom resident competed in men’s Greco-
Roman wrestling.

Erin Mirabella. Erin, a native of
Racine and former student at UW-
Parkside, won the bronze medal for her
performance in women’s track cycling.
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Jeff Nygaard. Jeff showed his Wis-
consin roots when he named Brett
Favre as a favorite athlete. From
Madison, Jeff competed in men’s beach
volleyball.

Andrew Rock. A student at UW-La
Crosse, Andrew won a gold medal as a
member of the men’s 1,600 meter relay
in Athens.

Matt Smith. A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Matt currently
serves our country as an infantry cap-
tain for the U.S. Army. He competed as
a rower in the men’s lightweight four.

Neil Walker. A swimmer originally
from Verona, Neil earned two Olympic
medals—a bronze in the men’s 4 x 100
freestyle relay and a gold medal in the
men’s 4 x 100 medley relay.

Mike Wherley. A Sun Prairie High
School graduate, Mike rowed in his
first Olympics with the men’s four in
Athens.

I offer my congratulations to these
athletes. They demonstrated great pas-
sion and dedication to their sport and
to the spirit of the Olympics. They
made Wisconsin proud.

————
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. TALENT. Madam President, I
was unavoidably detained and unable
to participate in rollcall vote No. 164
that took place on September 7, 2004.
My flight was diverted from its in-
tended destination of Reagan National
Airport to Dulles International Airport
and prevented me from being able to
cast my vote. Had I been present I
would have voted in favor of the nomi-
nation of Virginia Maria Hernandez
Covington to be U.S. District Judge for
the Middle District of Florida.

————

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
BILL

Mr. GRAHAM of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to say thank you on
behalf of the millions of citizens of my
State who have been affected by the in-
credible events of the last month.

Thank you to all of the State and
local officials who took quick and deci-
sive actions that saved many lives.
Thank you to the first responders who
helped citizens evacuate and continued
working to keep people safe through-
out these major storms. Thank you to
the thousands of volunteers from the
Red Cross, who staffed hundreds of
shelters that served as the only safe
haven for many Floridians. Thank you
to the professionals from FEMA and
the Small Business Administration,
who activated immediately and began
to respond in a manner I have not wit-
nessed before.

I did a workday as a hurricane recov-
ery volunteer in Port Charlotte, FLi, on
August 31, assisting Red Cross volun-
teers to distribute midday meals to
people who were still without power
and then going door-to-door with
FEMA workers for follow-up damage
assessments. I was moved by the grati-
tude on the faces of people fighting to
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recover some degree of normalcy in
their lives, even as they face daunting
odds—roofs open to the sky, shattered
windows, no air conditioning, their
possessions scattered and broken.

Every June 1, the citizens in my
State prepare for another hurricane
season. Some have lived in Florida all
their lives and are very well versed in
hurricane procedures. Some are new
residents and have never been through
a large storm. Nothing, however, could
have prepared Floridians for the recent
series of devastating events which
started with Tropical Storm Bonnie
striking the panhandle in early Au-
gust, followed by Hurricane Charley
crashing into Florida’s west coast on
August 13, and continued with Hurri-
cane Frances attacking the entire
State this past weekend. Now we are
tracking Hurricane Ivan, which is
again headed in our direction.

It is remarkable that these massive
storms, which impacted nearly all of
the 67 counties in the State of Florida,
have caused only 29 confirmed fatali-
ties. Hurricane Charley, a category 4
storm with winds in excess of 135 miles
per hour, and Hurricane Frances, a cat-
egory 2 storm with winds near 100
miles per hour, could have been much
deadlier. However, while human losses
were mercifully low, Florida’s infra-
structure suffered greatly.

Now we must move forward and look
toward cleaning up and rebuilding our
homes and businesses. I applaud the
Senate’s quick approval of supple-
mental appropriations of $2 billion in
emergency assistance through both
FEMA and the Small Business Admin-
istration. After responding to these
major events in my State as well as the
recent tropical storm in Virginia,
FEMA is stretched extremely thin and
needs an influx of funds to keep oper-
ations up and running and planning for
the long-term recovery.

In the last three weeks alone, FEMA
has issued over $100 million in indi-
vidual assistance funds to Florida resi-
dents. Over $2.7 million of that has al-
ready been allocated for Hurricane
Frances’ victims, while the storm is
still moving up the Eastern seaboard.
The SBA has already approved over $23
million in disaster loans from Charley
and with a filing deadline for assist-
ance extended until October 12, 2004, we
expect that number to increase expo-
nentially.

The supplemental appropriations bill
passed yesterday is only the first in-
stallment of badly needed funds for re-
covery. We must get an accurate as-
sessment of the damage and determine
the appropriate amount of funding
needed and the appropriate Federal
agencies to assist specific sectors of
the State in rebuilding.

The physical infrastructure needs
must be determined. How much dam-
age did the road network suffer? Early
estimates from Charley alone total
over $65 million for the Federal-aid sys-
tem. Several Florida airports sustained
major damage, which totals nearly $34
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million. These are just a few quick es-
timates. Across the board, we need to
determine the extent of damage to
Florida’s infrastructure from both
Charley and Frances—the highway and
transit network, airports, seaports and
schools.

Additionally, our Florida growers
have been devastated. Early estimates
top $225 million in citrus losses for
Charley alone, with over 40 percent of
the citrus crop lost. It is too early to
tell, but losses from Frances could top
$800 million. The crop insurance pro-
gram will not be able to cover losses of
this magnitude. Congress must step in
to help Florida farmers.

These examples are just a small snap-
shot of the needs of our State. As we
determine the amount of damage in
other areas, we will need to appro-
priate funds for other Federal agencies,
such as Army Corps of Engineers,
Housing and Urban Development,
Health and Human Services, Depart-
ment of Defense, NASA and others.

We must move quickly to put to-
gether an accurate assessment of the
impact that these storms have had on
the State of Florida and respond to
this need with adequate Federal fund-
ing. I look forward to working with my
colleagues in the coming days to
achieve this goal.

————

THE BENIGNO FAMILY AND BRAIN
INJURY RESEARCH

Mr. CORZINE. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the
Benigno family of Clifton, NJ, for their
tireless efforts to advance the cause of
brain injury research.

Nearly 20 years ago, Dennis and Ros-
alind Benigno’s 15-year-old son, Dennis
John, was struck by a car while walk-
ing home from a football physical.
Dennis John suffered severe, long-term
brain injuries in the accident. Now 34,
Dennis John cannot walk or talk. He
communicates with his eyes and laugh-
ter, and seems to understand when his
parents talk to him. Dennis and Rosa-
lind have made a life of caring for their
injured son.

Their personal tragedy, however, is
not the end of the story. Mr. Benigno
has turned tragedy into action. He has
been a passionate advocate on behalf of
his son raising awareness and pro-
moting research efforts that offer the
prospect of a cure for traumatic brain
injury. The Benignos founded the Coa-
lition for Brain Injury Research, which
has donated more than $125,000 in the
past 2 years to the study of brain cell
repair. They raise funds through
walkathons and a lectures series, and
Mr. Benigno has traveled throughout
the country for research dollars.

Mr. Benigno has also turned to his
elected representatives in New Jersey
and Washington, DC. His efforts have
led to the creation of the Congressional
Brain Injury Task Force, cochaired by
my good friend Congressman BILL PAS-
CRELL. For the last 6 years, Mr.
Benigno has also lobbied local, State,
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and Federal legislators to support leg-
islation that would create a dedicated
source of funding for medical research
into traumatic brain injuries.

His work has begun to pay off. On
January 2 of this year, Governor
McGeevy signed the Brain Injury Re-
search Act into law. With this legisla-
tion, New Jersey becomes the first
State in the Nation to create a funding
stream for researchers devising treat-
ments and cures for brain injuries. The
act is expected to raise more than $3
million a year for brain injury research
from a $1 surcharge on motor vehicle
penalties.

Dennis John is one of more than 5.3
million Americans who currently suffer
disabilities from brain injury, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control,
CDC. Every year, 200,000 people sustain
brain injuries, a number that exceeds
the incidence of HIV/AIDS and breast
cancer. Right now, there is no cure. In
fact, brain injuries are the only cata-
strophic illness for which scientists
have yet to readily identify a cure as
their research goal. The Brain Injury
Research Act, finally, offers hope to
the hundreds of thousands who suffer
from brain injuries that an effective
therapy may be in sight.

While religious authorities, ethics
scholars, and we here in the halls of
government continue to debate the im-
plications of stem and fetal cell re-
search, the Benigno’s remain focused
on one thing—supporting the research
efforts that may find a cure for their
son and others like him. As we make
decisions that have the power to spark
or extinguish the hopes of millions
that the cures they pray for may be
found, we should keep the Benignos in
mind.

One point is very clear—this new law
and the hope it nurtures are a credit to
Mr. Benigno’s dedication, courage, and
perseverance. He is an inspiration to
all of us, and a testament to what one
determined citizen can achieve in our
democracy.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE LOUISVILLE
STUNNERS

e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, I
pay tribute and congratulate the Lou-
isville Stunners 16-and-under fast pitch
softball team. Their recent play has
given Kentucky reason to be proud.

Led by coach Kevin Johnson, the
Stunners qualified for their division’s
USSSA World Series in Columbus, IN,
held from July 26 to August 1, 2004,
being the only team to represent Ken-
tucky. While there, they finished in
fourth place out of 54 teams. Not only
did they play well against the best
teams in the country, but they also re-
ceived the sportsmanship award.

I cannot think of a much better
group of young people to represent
Kentucky. As a former Major League
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