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bombing, including the destruction or dis-
appearance of material evidence;

Whereas the first major criminal trial re-
garding the bombing did not begin until Sep-
tember 2001, and those who are currently on
trial are former policemen and civilians who
are accused of playing roles only in the pro-
curement and delivery of the vehicle that
was used in the bombing;

Whereas the judge who had presided since
2001 over the investigation and trial related
to the AMIA bombing was removed in De-
cember 2003 due to charges that he bribed a
key witness in the AMIA case;

Whereas the new trial judge, Rodolfo
Canicoba Corral, deals with many other im-
portant cases and has few supporting staff;

Whereas on March 17, 1992, terrorists
bombed the Embassy of Israel in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, killing 29 people and injur-
ing more than 200, and the perpetrators of
the attack also remain at large;

Whereas an inability to extradite sus-
pected Islamic militants and Iranian offi-
cials has debilitated the efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Argentina to prosecute master-
minds and planners of the 1994 AMIA bomb-
ing;

Whereas evidence indicates that the tri-
border area where the borders of Argentina,
Paraguay, and Brazil meet is suspected of
harboring organizations that support ter-
rorism and engage in drug and arms smug-
gling and an assorted array of other illicit,
revenue-raising activities;

Whereas the Government of Argentina sup-
ports the 1996 Declaration of Lima to Pre-
vent, Combat and Eliminate Terrorism,
which refers to terrorism as a ‘“‘serious form
of organized and systematic violence that is
intended to generate chaos and fear among
the population, results in death and destruc-
tion, and is a reprehensible criminal activ-
ity

Whereas the Government of Argentina sup-
ports the 1998 Commitment of Mar del Plata,
which calls terrorist acts ‘‘serious common
crimes that erode peaceful and civilized co-
existence, affect the rule of law and the exer-
cise of democracy, and endanger the sta-
bility of democratically elected constitu-
tional governments and their socioeconomic
development of our countries’’;

Whereas the Government of Argentina ac-
tively supports the development of the Three
Plus One Counterterrorism Dialogue with
Brazil, Paraguay, and the United States;

Whereas the Government of Argentina was
successful in enacting a law on cooperation
from defendants in terrorist matters, a law
that will be helpful in pursuing full prosecu-
tion in the 1994 AMIA bombing and other ter-
rorist cases; and

Whereas the Second Specialized Conference
on Terrorism held in Mar del Plata, Argen-
tina on November 23 and November 24, 1998,
concluded with the adoption of the Commit-
ment of Mar del Plata, calling for the estab-
lishment within the Organization of Amer-
ican States (referred to in this resolution as
“OAS”’) of an Inter-American Committee
Against Terrorism (referred to in this resolu-
tion as ‘“CICTE”): Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) reiterates its strongest condemnation of
the 1994 attack on the AMIA Jewish Commu-
nity Center in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and
honors the victims of this heinous act;

(2) expresses its sympathy to the relatives
of the victims, who have waited 10 years
without justice for the loss of their loved
ones, and may have to wait even longer for
justice to be served;

(3) underscores the concern of the United
States regarding the continuing, decade-long
delay in the proper resolution of this case;
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(4) strongly urges the Government of Ar-
gentina to continue to dedicate and provide
the resources necessary for its judicial sys-
tem and intelligence agencies to investigate
all areas of the AMIA case, including by im-
plementing Argentine President Nestor
Kirchner’s Executive order mandating the
opening of the archives of the SIDE of Ar-
gentina, and to prosecute with due haste
those who are responsible for the bombing;

(5) calls upon the international community
to cooperate fully with the investigation, in-
cluding by making information, witnesses,
and suspects available for review and ques-
tioning by the appropriate Argentine au-
thorities;

(6) encourages the President to direct
United States law enforcement agencies to
provide support and cooperation, if re-
quested, to the Government of Argentina, for
the purposes of deepening and expanding the
investigation into this bombing and sus-
pected activities in support of terrorism in
the tri-border area where the borders of Ar-
gentina, Paraguay, and Brazil meet;

(7) encourages the President to direct the
United States Representative to the OAS
to—

(A) seek support from OAS member coun-
tries for the creation of a special task force
of the CICTE to assist, as requested by the
Government of Argentina, in the investiga-
tion of all aspects of the 1994 AMIA terrorist
attack; and

(B) urge OAS member countries to des-
ignate Hizballah as a terrorist organization
if they have not already done so;

(8) stresses the need for international pres-
sure on the Government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic to extradite for trial
individuals and government officials who are
accused of planning or perpetrating the
AMIA attack, and to immediately, uncondi-
tionally, and permanently cease any and all
assistance to terrorists; and

(9) desires a lasting, warm relationship be-
tween the United States and Argentina that
is built, in part, on mutual abhorrence of
terrorism and commitments to peace, sta-
bility, and democracy in the Western Hemi-
sphere.

———

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
UKRAINE TO ENSURE A DEMO-
CRATIC, TRANSPARENT, AND
FAIR ELECTION PROCESS FOR
THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
ON OCTOBER 31, 2004

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Con.
Res. 106 and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the concurrent resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 106)
urging the Government of Ukraine to ensure
a democratic, transparent, and fair election
process for the presidential election on Octo-
ber 31, 2004.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I rise
to urge passage of S. Con. Res. 106, a bi-
partisan resolution calling upon the
Government of Ukraine to ensure a
democratic, transparent and fair elec-
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tion process for the presidential elec-
tions scheduled to be held in late Octo-
ber. This resolution, by encouraging
fair, open and transparent elections, is
a concrete expression of the commit-
ment of the U.S. Congress to the
Ukrainian people.

The resolution underscores that an
election process and the establishment
of a genuinely democratic political sys-
tem consistent with Ukraine’s freely
undertaken OSCE commitments is a
prerequisite for Ukraine’s full integra-
tion into the Western community of
nations as an equal member, including
into NATO. The October elections will
be vital in determining TUKkraine’s
course for years to come. They present
the Ukrainian authorities with a real
opportunity to demonstrate their com-
mitment to OSCE principles and val-
ues.

As cochairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission, I would point out that Ukrain-
ian President Leonid Kuchma recently
cosigned a Declaration with Russia and
leaders of several other independent
former Soviet states criticizing the
OSCE for focusing too much attention
on human rights and democratization.
While disappointing, this diatribe is
not surprising given the fact that
under President Kuchma’s leadership,
Ukraine’s record in such as media free-
doms, elections, the rule of law and
corruption has moved in the wrong di-
rection. It is up to the OSCE states, in-
cluding Ukraine, to implement their
freely undertaken OSCE commitments
and to take corrective measures if nec-
essary—something I hope the Ukrain-
ian authorities will be mindful of in
the run-up to the elections.

Ukraine’s pre-election environment
has already been decidedly problematic
and of great concern to the United
States and the international commu-
nity. The pending resolution, S. Con.
Res. 106, focuses squarely on key prob-
lem areas, including increasing control
and manipulation of the media and at-
tempts by national authorities to limit
access to international broadcasting,
including Radio Liberty. Among other
concerns are the serious obstacles to
free assembly and a free and fair polit-
ical campaign as well as substantial
irregularities in several recent elec-
tions, most notably, the mayoral elec-
tion held in April in the western
Ukrainian city of Mukacheve. This
election was marred by intimidation,
violence, fraud and manipulation of the
vote count, electoral disruptions and
irregularities.

According to the most recent report
of the nonpartisan Ukrainian non-
governmental Committee of Voters of
Ukraine:

There was no improvement in the political
environment in June compared to April and
May. Instead, CVU observed an increase in
the number of cases of government pressure
on the opposition designed to impede their
activities. Potential candidates did not
enjoy equal access to the media. . . . The
level of criminal interference in the pre-elec-
tion process remains very high, thus threat-
ening free elections.
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S. Con Res. 106 outlines those meas-
ures the Ukrainian authorities need to
take—consistent with their own laws
and international agreements—for a
free, fair, open and transparent elec-
tion process. The Ukrainian authori-
ties at all levels, including the execu-
tive, legislative and judicial branches,
need to ensure an election process that
enables all of the candidates to com-
pete on a level playing field. This in-
cludes the various ministries and agen-
cies involved directly or indirectly in
the elections process, as well as
Ukraine’s courts.

Ukraine’s October presidential elec-
tions should be a watershed for the fu-
ture direction of that country of great
potential. Ukrainian authorities need
to radically improve the election envi-
ronment if there is to be hope for these
elections to meet OSCE standards. By
doing so, they will go a long way in re-
storing the trust of the citizens of
Ukraine and strengthening Ukraine’s
independence and democracy.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 106) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 106

Whereas the establishment of a demo-
cratic, transparent, and fair election process
for the 2004 presidential election in Ukraine
and of a genuinely democratic political sys-
tem are prerequisites for that country’s full
integration into the Western community of
nations as an equal member, including into
organizations such as the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO);

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has
accepted numerous specific commitments
governing the conduct of elections as a par-
ticipating State of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), in-
cluding provisions of the Copenhagen Docu-
ment;

Whereas the election on October 31, 2004, of
Ukraine’s next president will provide an un-
ambiguous test of the extent of the Ukrain-
ian authorities’ commitment to implement
these standards and build a democratic soci-
ety based on free elections and the rule of
law;

Whereas this election takes place against
the backdrop of previous elections that did
not fully meet international standards and
of disturbing trends in the current pre-elec-
tion environment;

Whereas it is the duty of government and
public authorities at all levels to act in a
manner consistent with all laws and regula-
tions governing election procedures and to
ensure free and fair elections throughout the
entire country, including preventing activi-
ties aimed at undermining the free exercise
of political rights;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires a period of political campaigning
conducted in an environment in which nei-
ther administrative action nor violence, in-
timidation, or detention hinder the parties,
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political associations, and the candidates
from presenting their views and qualifica-
tions to the citizenry, including organizing
supporters, conducting public meetings and
events throughout the country, and enjoying
unimpeded access to television, radio, print,
and Internet media on a non-discriminatory
basis;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires that citizens be guaranteed the
right and effective opportunity to exercise
their civil and political rights, including the
right to vote and the right to seek and ac-
quire information upon which to make an in-
formed vote, free from intimidation, undue
influence, attempts at vote buying, threats
of political retribution, or other forms of co-
ercion by national or local authorities or
others;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires government and public authorities
to ensure that candidates and political par-
ties enjoy equal treatment before the law
and that government resources are not em-
ployed to the advantage of individual can-
didates or political parties;

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election
requires the full transparency of laws and
regulations governing elections, multiparty
representation on election commissions, and
unobstructed access by candidates, political
parties, and domestic and international ob-
servers to all election procedures, including
voting and vote-counting in all areas of the
country;

Whereas increasing control and manipula-
tion of the media by national and local offi-
cials and others acting at their behest raise
grave concerns regarding the commitment of
the Ukrainian authorities to free and fair
elections;

Whereas efforts by the national authorities
to limit access to international broad-
casting, including Radio Liberty and the
Voice of America, represent an unacceptable
infringement on the right of the Ukrainian
people to independent information;

Whereas efforts by national and local offi-
cials and others acting at their behest to im-
pose obstacles to free assembly, free speech,
and a free and fair political campaign have
taken place in Donetsk, Sumy, and else-
where in Ukraine without condemnation or
remedial action by the Ukrainian Govern-
ment;

Whereas numerous substantial irregular-
ities have taken place in recent Ukrainian
parliamentary by-elections in the Donetsk
region and in mayoral elections in
Mukacheve, Romny, and Krasniy Luch; and

Whereas the intimidation and violence
during the April 18, 2004, mayoral election in
Mukacheve, Ukraine, represent a deliberate
attack on the democratic process: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) acknowledges and welcomes the strong
relationship formed between the United
States and Ukraine since the restoration of
Ukraine’s independence in 1991;

(2) recognizes that a precondition for the
full integration of Ukraine into the Western
community of nations, including as an equal
member in institutions such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), is its
establishment of a genuinely democratic po-
litical system;

(3) expresses its strong and continuing sup-
port for the efforts of the Ukrainian people
to establish a full democracy, the rule of
law, and respect for human rights in
Ukraine;

(4) urges the Government of Ukraine to
guarantee freedom of association and assem-
bly, including the right of candidates, mem-
bers of political parties, and others to freely
assemble, to organize and conduct public
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events, and to exercise these and other
rights free from intimidation or harassment
by local or national officials or others acting
at their behest;

(5) urges the Government of Ukraine to
meet its Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) commitments on
democratic elections and to address issues
previously identified by the Office of Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR) of the OSCE in its final reports on
the 2002 parliamentary elections and the 1999
presidential elections, such as illegal inter-
ference by public authorities in the cam-
paign and a high degree of bias in the media;

(6) urges the Ukrainian authorities to en-
sure—

(A) the full transparency of election proce-
dures before, during, and after the 2004 presi-
dential elections;

(B) free access for Ukrainian and inter-
national election observers;

(C) multiparty representation on all elec-
tion commissions;

(D) unimpeded access by all parties and
candidates to print, radio, television, and
Internet media on a non-discriminatory
basis;

(E) freedom of candidates, members of op-
position parties, and independent media or-
ganizations from intimidation or harassment
by government officials at all levels via se-
lective tax audits and other regulatory pro-
cedures, and in the case of media, license
revocations and libel suits, among other
measures;

(F) a transparent process for complaint
and appeals through electoral commissions
and within the court system that provides
timely and effective remedies; and

(G) vigorous prosecution of any individual
or organization responsible for violations of
election laws or regulations, including the
application of appropriate administrative or
criminal penalties;

(7) further calls upon the Government of
Ukraine to guarantee election monitors from
the ODIHR, other participating States of the
OSCE, Ukrainian political parties, can-
didates’ representatives, nongovernmental
organizations, and other private institutions
and organizations, both foreign and domes-
tic, unobstructed access to all aspects of the
election process, including unimpeded access
to public campaign events, candidates, news
media, voting, and post-election tabulation
of results and processing of election chal-
lenges and complaints; and

(8) pledges its enduring support and assist-
ance to the Ukrainian people’s establishment
of a fully free and open democratic system,
their creation of a prosperous free market
economy, their establishment of a secure
independence and freedom from coercion,
and their country’s assumption of its right-
ful place as a full and equal member of the
Western community of democracies.

————

EXPRESSING THE DEEP CONCERN
OF CONGRESS REGARDING THE
FAILURE OF THE ISLAMIC RE-
PUBLIC OF IRAN TO ADHERE TO
ITS OBLIGATIONS TUNDER A
SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT WITH
THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC
ENERGY AGENCY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Foreign
Relations Committee be discharged
from further consideration of S. Con.
Res. 81 and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
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