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David W. McKeague, of Michigan, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Sixth Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTIONS

Mr. FRIST. I send a cloture motion
to the desk on the first nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in according
with the provisions of Rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Executive
Calendar No. 789, Richard A. Griffin of Michi-
gan, to be U.S. circuit judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

Bill Frist, Orrin Hatch, Lamar Alex-
ander, Charles Grassley, Mike Crapo,
Pete Domenici, Lincoln Chafee, Mitch
McConnell, Ted Stevens, George Allen,
Lindsey Graham, John Warner, Jeff
Sessions, John Ensign, Trent Lott, Jim
Talent, Pat Roberts.

Mr. FRIST. I now send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk on the second nomina-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of Rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on Executive Cal-
endar No. 790, David W. McKeague of Michi-
gan, to be U.S. circuit judge for the Sixth
Circuit.

Bill Frist, Orrin Hatch, Lamar Alex-
ander, Charles Grassley, Mike Crapo,
Pete Domenici, Lincoln Chafee, Mitch
McConnell, Ted Stevens, George Allen,
Lindsey Graham, John Warner, Jeff
Sessions, John Ensign, Trent Lott, Jim
Talent, Pat Roberts.

Mr. FRIST. I ask the mandatory
quorums under rule XXII be waived and
further that the votes on these nomi-
nations occur tomorrow in a stacked
sequence, on Thursday, following the
Saad cloture vote, unless cloture is in-
voked on any of the nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
there now be a period for morning busi-
ness with Senators speaking for 10 min-
utes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

HONORING EL MUNDO ON 24TH
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise
today to congratulate El Mundo on its
24th anniversary and to recognize the
tremendous importance of this weekly
newspaper to Nevada’s Spanish-speak-
ing community.

The oldest continuing Spanish lan-
guage newspaper in southern Nevada,
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El Mundo has grown dramatically over
the last 24 years to a current reader-
ship of more than 120,000. The news-
paper not only provides insightful cov-
erage of important issues facing Ne-
vada and the Nation, but also provides
a window into the life and times of
southern Nevada’s Latino community.

By giving consumers the information
they need to make important purchase
decisions about everything from cloth-
ing to cars to homes, E1 Mundo’s com-
mercial listings have helped thousands
of new residents acclimate to life in
the region, and fueled the economic en-
gine of southern Nevada.

The growth of El Mundo has par-
alleled the growth of Nevada’s Latino
community. When ElI Mundo was
founded in 1980, about 50,000 Latinos
lived in Nevada, representing 6 to 7 per-
cent of the population. Today the
Latino population approaches the half
million mark and accounts for as much
as 25 percent of our State’s population.

El1 Mundo not only reflects the grow-
ing prominence of Latinos in Southern
Nevada but also provides a channel
through which this vibrant and diverse
community is helping to shape the fu-
ture of Nevada’s economic, political,
and cultural life.

I also want to take a moment to rec-
ognize Edward Escobedo, the founder
and publisher of E1 Mundo, whose dedi-
cation and leadership has been indis-
pensable to the growth of the news-
paper. He and his colleagues can take
great pride in transforming their vision
into a southern Nevada institution.
Eddie has been a leader in charitable
and civic affairs in the greater Las
Vegas area for decades. Nevada is a
better place because of Eddie Escobedo.

———

LAS VEGAS INTERNATIONAL FOLK
FESTIVAL

Mr. REID. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize the Las Vegas Inter-
national Folk Festival, which was held
June 18 through 20.

Hosted by the Mexico Vivo Dance
Company, the Festival brought to-
gether artists from around the world to
celebrate the artistic traditions of the
United States, Latin America, Europe,
Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean.

All of the festival’s performances
were free to the public, providing the
residents of Las Vegas with a wonder-
ful opportunity to experience the
world’s diverse artistic and cultural
heritages. Some 500 performing artists
and dance students participated in this
3-day event.

I want to take a moment to recognize
Ixela Gutierrez, the festival’s founder
and artistic director, who helped make
this wonderful event possible. Among
the leading artists in Nevada, Ms.
Gutierrez has enjoyed a successful solo-
ist dance career with The National
Folkloric Ballet of Mexico, served as
company director of Ballet
Ollimpaxqui, and choreographed six
seasons for the Las Vegas Civic Ballet.
She also founded the Mexico Vivo
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Dance Company in Las Vegas in 1995 to
preserve and share the rich artistic
heritage of Mexican and Latin Amer-
ican folk dances.

Ms. Gutierrez has been recognized by
many organizations throughout her ca-
reer, and she received a special Award
of Distinction in Culture from the
Latin Chamber of Commerce of Las
Vegas. She also has enjoyed the honor
of performing for President Bush at the
White House’s Cinco de Mayo celebra-
tion. She is now focusing her energy
and talent on building a new Las Vegas
tradition, by making the International
Folk Festival an annual event.

I also recognize the sponsors of this
outstanding event: Fitzgerald’s Hotel
and Casino, Fremont Street Experi-

ence, Nevada Youth Alliance, and
Mexican Patriotic Committee.
The inaugural Las Vegas Inter-

national Folk Festival was a great suc-
cess, and I am sure everyone who at-
tended is 1looking forward to next
year’s event.

——————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT 1ST CLASS LINDA TARANGO-GRIESS
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam

President, I rise today to honor SFC

Linda Tarango-Griess of Sutton, NE.

Sergeant First Class Tarango-Griess
served bravely in the 267th Ordnance
Company of the Nebraska National
Guard, which was deployed in February
from Fort Riley, KS. She selflessly
gave her time and her expertise to pre-
serving American ideals through her
service to the Guard. At the time of
her death, she was serving in Samarra,
Iraq, when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near her convoy vehicle.

Those who knew Sergeant First Class
Tarango-Griess were continually in-
spired by the example of leadership she
set, her positive attitude and her con-
fidence were great assets to her and her
colleagues. Her family recently set up
a memorial in North Platte, NE. One
poster, especially, demonstrated the
ongoing optimism that she helped oth-
ers to see. This poster reads: ‘“We will
miss you. No goodbyes. See you later.”

My thoughts and prayers are with
the family and friends of SFC Linda
Tarango-Griess, but she will remain as
a beacon of dedication and patriotism
to all Americans from her shining ex-
ample of commitment through her
service to the Armed Forces.

SERGEANT JEREMY FISCHER

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor SGT Jeremy
Fischer of Lincoln, NE.

SGT Jeremy Fischer bravely dedi-
cated his life to our Nation through his
service with the 267th Ordnance Com-
pany of the Nebraska National Guard.
Sergeant Fischer was deployed in Feb-
ruary from Fort Riley, KS, and was
serving in Samarra, Iraq at the time of
his death on July 11, 2004, when an im-
provised explosive device detonated
near his convoy vehicle.

While SGT Fischer was in Iraq, he
used his knowledge and skills to serve
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the National Guard as a chemical re-
pair specialist, and was part of a team
that installed armor kits on Humvees
to protect soldiers.

Those who knew him know that he
embodied all the qualities people ad-
mire about Nebraskans. His presence
was an asset in any situation. His
warmth and personality will be missed
among his fellow troops, his friends,
and especially his wife and his family.

I extend my sincerest thoughts and
my deepest thanks to the family of
SGT Fischer. He will be remembered
for the service he has given to the
American Armed Forces, and the ulti-
mate sacrifice he has made for our
country.

———
REMEMBERING THE NAPER 28

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam
President, August 3, 2004 marks the
60th anniversary of what is believed to
be the worst military aviation disaster
in the history of the State of Nebraska.
At 8:25 p.m. an Army C-47 transport
airplane dropped from the sky near
Naper, NE, killing 28 brave World War
II servicemen. The dead included 26
Army pilots, one flight surgeon, and an
aircraft crew chief. They were trav-
eling from the Bruning, NE air base to
Pierre, SD to complete their training
before being shipped off to war.

On August 8, Naper Historical Soci-
ety of Boyd County, NE will dedicate a
permanent memorial to the Naper 28.
They raised funds for the Naper 28 Me-
morial through a donation campaign.
What is perhaps most touching about
this fundraising effort is not the funds
themselves, not even the speed with
which they came, but it was the senti-
ments attached by way of note or let-
ter from other World War II veterans
or their widows. At the time of the dis-
aster, very little attention was paid to
this aviation disaster. Though it com-
memorates the tragedy that befell the
Naper 28, the memorial at Knollcrest
Cemetery in Naper, NE, also bears wit-
ness to a more enduring lesson in brav-
ery and valor and preserving the free-
dom that defines America.

No doubt, the town of Naper, and
citizens throughout Boyd County are
delighted finally to have a fitting me-
morial for the 28 servicemen who lost
their lives in 1944. It is fitting that the
Naper 28 Memorial will be dedicated
the same year as the National World
War II Memorial in Washington, DC.
This year marks an especially com-
memorative year for America’s vet-
erans, and is a year when all Ameri-
cans gratefully remember and honor
the bravery and valor with which
America fought in World War II.

Anniversaries, like the 60th anniver-
sary of D-Day and the 60th anniversary
of the Naper 28, are important remind-
ers about our history as a Nation, and
about our character as Americans.

As America pauses to recall the
thankless bravery and sacrifice of
those who died protecting our freedoms
on D-Day, the people of Naper and all
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Nebraska also pause to remember the
tragedy and sacrifices and lost oppor-
tunities of the Naper 28.

I submit the names of the brave souls
of the Naper 28, as they appear on the
memorial in Naper, NE, as further
commemoration of their sacrifice.

They are as follows:

THE NAPER 28
F/O John F. Albert
2nd Lt. Willam F. Acree
2nd Lit. William Armstrong
2nd Lt. Millard F. Arnett, Jr.
2nd Lt. Herbert A. Blakeslee
2nd Lt. George E. Broeckmann
2nd Lt. Robert K. Bohle
2nd Lt. Jack L. Brown
2nd Lt. Richard E. Brown
2nd Lt. James C. Burke, Jr.
2nd Lt. Donald J. Clarkson
2nd Lt. Lloyd L. Hemphill
Sgt. Orson I. Hutslar
2nd Lit. Arthur Johnson
Capt. Clayton R. Jolley
Capt. Leonard C. Jolley
2nd Lt. Gerald C. Keller
2nd Lt. Jack E. Lytle
Capt. Stanley J. Meadows
2nd Lt. Robert E. Nesbitt, Jr.
2nd Lt. Bernard W. O’Malley
2nd Lt. Anthony J. Paladino
2nd Lt. Bruce S. Patterson
2nd Lt. Lelan A. Pope
2nd Lt. Charles V. Porter
Capt. Leslie B. Roberts
2nd Lt. Pat N. Roberts, Jr.
2nd Lt. LaVon H. Sehorn

——————

MASS MURDER OF ROMA AT
AUSCHWITZ SIXTY YEARS AGO

Mr. CAMPBELL. Madam President,
during World War II, some 23,000 Roma
were sent to Auschwitz, mostly from
Germany, Austria, and the occupied
Czech lands. Sixty Years ago, on the
night of August 2 and 3, the order was
given to liquidate the “‘Gypsy Camp”’
at Auschwitz. Over the course of that
night, 2,898 men, women, and children
were put to death in the gas chambers.
In all, an estimated 18,000 Roma died at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

During the intervening years, Aug. 2
and 3 have become days to remember
the Porrajmos, the Romani word that
means ‘‘the Devouring,” and to mourn
the Romani losses of the Holocaust.

As the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum has suggested, Roma are ‘‘under-
studied victims’ of the Nazis. What we
don’t know about the Romani experi-
ences during the war is far greater
than what is known.

But we do know that the fate of the
Roma varied from country to county,
and depended on many factors. We
know that, in addition to the atrocities
in Auschwitz, thousands of Roma were
gassed at Chelmno. We know that an
estimated 90 percent of Croatia’s
Romani population—tens of thousands
of people—were murdered. We Kknow
that approximately 25,000 Roma were
deported by the Romanian regime to
Transnistria in 1942, where some 19,000
of them perished there in unspeakable
conditions. We know that in many
places, such as Hungary, Roma were
simply executed at the village edge and
dumped into mass graves. We Kknow
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that in Slovakia, Roma were put into
forced labor camps, and that in France,
Roma were kept in internment camps
for fully a year after the war ended.

Still, far more research remains to be
done in this field, especially with
newly available archives like those
from the Lety concentration camp in
the Czech Republic. I commend the
Holocaust Museum for the efforts it
has made to shed light on this still
dark corner of the past, and I welcome
the work of nongovernmental organiza-
tions, such as the Budapest-based
Roma Press Center, for collecting the
memories of survivors.

I do not think I can overstate the
consequences of the Porrajmos. Some
scholars estimate that as many as half
of Europe’s Romani minority perished.
For individuals, for families, and for
surviving communities, those losses
were devastating. Tragically, the post-
war treatment of Roma compounded
one set of injustices with others. Those
who were most directly involved in de-
veloping the Nationalist-Socialist
framework for the racial persecution of
Roma—Robert Ritter and Eva Justin—
were never brought to justice for their
crimes and were allowed to continue
their medical careers after the war.
The investigative files on Ritter—in-
cluding evidence regarding his role in
the forced sterilization of Roma—were
destroyed. German courts refused to
recognize, until 1963, that the persecu-
tion of Roma based on their ethnic
identity began at least as early as 1938.
By the time of the 1963 ruling, many
Romani survivors had already died.

During my years of service on the
leadership of the Helsinki Commission,
I have been struck by the tragic plight
of Roma throughout the OSCE region.
It is not surprising that, given the long
history of their persecution, Roma con-
tinue to fight racism and discrimina-
tion today. I commend Slovakia for
adopting comprehensive antidiscrimi-
nation legislation in May. As the OSCE
participating states prepare for a
major conference on racism, discrimi-
nation, and xenophobia, to be held in
September, I hope they will be pre-
pared to address the persistent mani-
festations of racism against Roma—
manifestations that often carry echoes
of the Holocaust.

————

NEED FOR THE INDEPENDENT NA-
TIONAL SECURITY CLASSIFICA-
TION BOARD

Mr. GRAHAM of Florida. Madam
President, I am delighted to join my
colleagues Senator WYDEN, Senator
LoTT and Senator SNOWE in intro-
ducing a bipartisan bill that will begin
to address our Government’s dangerous
tendency toward excessive secrecy.

I start from the belief that, in our
democratic society, the people should
have access to all information which
their Government holds in their behalf.
The only exceptions should be for nec-
essary personal and company privacy
concerns, such as tax returns, and for
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