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FITZGERALD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2363, a bill to revise and extend
the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.
S. 2461
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2461, a bill to protect the public
health by providing the Food and Drug
Administration with certain authority
to regulate tobacco products.
S. 2502
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) and the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. STEVENS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2502, a bill to allow seniors to
file their Federal income tax on a new
Form 1040S.
S. 2542
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2542, a bill to provide for re-
view of determinations on whether
schools and local educational agencies
made adequate yearly progress for the
2002-2003 school year taking into con-
sideration subsequent regulations and
guidance applicable to those deter-
minations, and for other purposes.
S. 2551
At the request of Mr. FRIST, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2551, a bill to reduce and
prevent childhood obesity by encour-
aging schools and school districts to
develop and implement local, school-
based programs designed to reduce and
prevent childhood obesity, promote in-
creased physical activity, and improve
nutritional choices.
S. 2560
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. SARBANES) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2560, a bill to amend chapter
5 of title 17, United States Code, relat-
ing to inducement of copyright in-
fringement, and for other purposes.
S. 2600
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. BAYH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2600, a bill to direct the
Architect of the Capitol to enter into a
contract to revise the statue com-
memorating women’s suffrage located
in the rotunda of the United States
Capitol to include a likeness of So-
journer Truth.
S. 2603
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2603, a bill to amend sec-
tion 227 of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 227) relating to the pro-
hibition on junk fax transmissions.
S. RES. 389
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
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(Mr. DOMENICI) and the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. CrRAPO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 389, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate with
respect to prostate cancer information.
———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. COLEMAN:

S. 2638. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to require an an-
nual plan on outreach activities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, today
I have introduced the Veterans Bene-
fits Outreach Act.

Caring for our veterans is a commit-
ment that supersedes politics. The
President and Congress are united in
our promise to provide veterans with
access to quality care and benefits.

Spending for veterans medical care
has doubled since 1993. President
Bush’s budget for the VA increased by
9 percent in fiscal year 2002, 13 percent
in 2003 and another 4 percent in 2004.
We in the Senate passed a budget reso-
lution calling for another 5 percent in-
crease next year. We have begun giving
veterans concurrent receipt of their
disability and retirement benefits, and
are working to fix the survivor benefit
plan.

But what good are these benefits if
people don’t know they can apply for
them? According to an article that ran
on the front page of the St. Paul Pio-
neer Press today entitled: ‘“Wounded
and Forgotten,” there are an estimated
half a million veterans who are eligible
for Federal disability payments but are
not receiving them—simply because
they don’t know that they can.

We need to do a better job of edu-
cating veterans about their rights. To
this end, my legislation calls for the
Veterans Administration to develop a
strategy each year to reach out to vet-
erans who are not taking advantage of
the programs they’re eligible for—to
give them a chance to make an in-
formed decision about the benefits
America has promised them.

In addition to veterans who are not
getting their benefits because they are
unaware of them, there are some vet-
erans who know they are eligible but
have been turned away because of lost
documents. You see, in 1973, the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center in

Missouri caught on fire, destroying
thousands of veterans’ personnel
records.

The law already calls for the VA to
give veterans the benefit of the doubt
when they are missing documents that
had been destroyed in the fire. But it is
clear that in practice this is simply not
the case. Too many veterans get noth-
ing more than a postcard telling them
their case cannot be proven because of
the destruction of their records three
decades ago.

It is simply unconscionable that
these veterans should have to suffer be-
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cause their records were ruined while
in the custody of the government. To
deal with this problem, my legislation
also directs the VA to set up an appeals
process for those whose applications
are rejected because of documents lost
in that fire.

My legislation is about going the
extra mile to do the right thing. These
are not hand-outs, these are not new
entitlement programs—these are bene-
fits prescribed under the law for people
who have already qualified for them by
serving their country. We must do
whatever it takes to give America’s
veterans the benefits we promised
them.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2638

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Benefits Outreach Act of 2004
SEC. 2. ANNUAL PLAN ON OUTREACH ACTIVITIES.

(a) ANNUAL PLAN REQUIRED.—Subchapter II
of chapter 5 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after section 523 the
following new section:

“§ 523A. Annual plan on outreach activities

‘‘(a) ANNUAL PLAN REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall prepare each year a plan for the
outreach activities of the Department for
the following year.

‘“‘(b) ELEMENTS.—Each annual plan under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

‘(1) Plans for efforts to identify veterans
who are not enrolled or registered with the
Department for benefits or services under
the programs administered by the Secretary.

‘‘(2) Plans for informing veterans and their
dependents of modifications of the benefits
and services under the programs adminis-
tered by the Secretary, including eligibility
for medical and nursing care and services.

¢‘(c) COORDINATION IN DEVELOPMENT.—In de-
veloping an annual plan under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall consult with the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Directors or other appropriate officials
of organizations recognized by the Secretary
under section 5902 of this title.

‘“(2) Directors or other appropriate officials
of State and local education and training
programs.

‘“(3) Representatives of non-governmental
organizations that carry out veterans out-
reach programs.

‘“(4) Representatives of State and local vet-
erans employment organizations.

‘“(6) Businesses and professional organiza-
tions.

‘“(6) Other individuals and organizations
that assist veterans in adjusting to civilian
life.

‘(d) INCORPORATION OF ASSESSMENT OF
PREVIOUS ANNUAL PLANS.—In developing an
annual plan under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall take into account the lessons
learned from the implementation of previous
annual plans under such subsection.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 523 the following new item:

““623A. Annual plan on outreach activities.”.
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SEC. 3. APPEAL OF CLAIMS DENIED BECAUSE OF
LOSS OF RECORDS RESULTING
FROM 1974 FIRE AT THE NATIONAL
PERSONNEL RECORDS CENTER.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall de-
velop and implement procedures by which
veterans may appeal claims denied by the
Secretary on the basis that records de-
stroyed in the 1974 fire at the National Per-
sonnel Records Center could substantiate
such claims.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 403—ENCOUR-
AGING INCREASED INVOLVE-
MENT IN SERVICE ACTIVITIES
TO ASSIST SENIOR CITIZENS

Mr. BAYH submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 403

Whereas approximately 13,000,000 individ-
uals in the United States have serious long-
term health conditions that may force them
to seek assistance with daily tasks;

Whereas 56 percent of the individuals in
the United States with serious long-term
health conditions are age 65 or older;

Whereas the percentage of the population
over the age of 65 is expected to rise from 13
percent in 2004 to 20 percent in 2020;

Whereas 15 percent of all seniors over the
age of 65 suffer from depression;

Whereas studies have suggested that 25 to
50 percent of nursing home residents are af-
fected by depression;

Whereas approximately 1,450,000 people live
in nursing homes in the United States;

Whereas by 2018 there will be 3,600,000 sen-
iors in need of a nursing home bed, which
will be an increase of more than 2,000,000
from 2004;

Whereas as many as 60 percent of nursing
home residents do not have regular visitors;

Whereas older patients with significant
symptoms of depression have significantly
higher health care costs than seniors who
are not depressed;

Whereas people who are depressed tend to
be withdrawn from their community, friends,
and family;

Whereas the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNS) Senior Corps pro-
grams currently provide seniors with the op-
portunity to serve their communities
through the Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program, Foster Grandparent Program, and
Senior Companion Program;

Whereas through the Senior Companion
Program in particular, in the 2002 to 2003
program year, more than 17,000 low-income
seniors volunteered their time assisting
61,000 frail elderly and homebound individ-
uals who have difficulty completing daily
tasks;

Whereas numerous volunteer organizations
across the United States enable Americans
of all ages to participate in similar activi-
ties;

Whereas Faith in Action, 1 volunteer orga-
nization, brings together 40,000 volunteers of
many faiths to serve 60,000 people with long-
term health needs or disabilities across the
country, 64 percent of whom are 65 years of
age or older;

Whereas the thousands of volunteers that,
through the Senior Companion Program and
volunteer organizations nationwide, provide
companionship and assistance to frail elder-
ly individuals, nursing home residents, and
homebound seniors, deserve to be com-
mended for their work;

Whereas the demand for these services out-
strips the number of volunteers, and organi-
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zations are seeking to enlist more individ-

uals in the United States in the volunteer ef-

fort;

Whereas companionship and assistance
programs for seniors with long-term health
needs offer many demonstrated benefits,
such as: allowing frail elderly individuals to
remain in their homes; enabling seniors to
maintain independence for as long as pos-
sible; providing encouragement and friend-
ship to lonely seniors; and providing relief to
home care givers;

Whereas regular visitation and assistance
is the best way of assuring seniors that they
have not been forgotten, and State and local
recognition of regular visitation programs
can call further attention to the importance
of volunteering on an ongoing basis; and

Whereas a month dedicated to service for
seniors and recognized across the United
States will call attention to volunteer orga-
nizations serving seniors and provide a plat-
form for recruitment efforts: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of August as
‘‘Service for Seniors Month’’;

(2) recognizes the need for companionship
and assistance with daily tasks among sen-
iors with long-term health conditions
throughout the year, and encourages the
people of the United States to volunteer reg-
ularly at a nursing home or long-term care
facility;

(3) encourages volunteer organizations
that offer companionship and assistance to
seniors to incorporate ‘‘Service for Seniors
Month’ in their recruitment efforts;

(4) encourages individuals in the United
States to volunteer in these service organi-
zations in order to give back to a generation
that sacrificed so much; and

(5) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States and interested groups to ob-
serve ‘‘Service for Seniors Month” with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities that pro-
mote awareness of, and volunteer involve-
ment service for, seniors with long-term
health needs.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 123—RECOGNIZING AND
HONORING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON
ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF HIS
DEATH BECAUSE OF HIS STAND-
ING AS ONE OF THE MOST IN-
FLUENTIAL FOUNDING FATHERS
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. CORZINE, and Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. CoN. RES. 123

Whereas Alexander Hamilton dedicated his
life to serving his adopted country as a Revo-
lutionary soldier, aide-de-camp to General
George Washington, Representative to the
Continental Congress, member of the New
York State Assembly, first Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States, and Inspector
General of the Army;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was a poor
teenage immigrant to New York from the
West Indian Islands of Nevis and St. Croix;

Whereas in the early days of the Revolu-
tionary War Alexander Hamilton was com-
missioned as a captain and raised and
trained his own New York artillery regiment
and served valiantly in the battles of Long
Island and Manhattan;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton quickly cap-
tured the attention of General George Wash-
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ington who made him his aide-de-camp and
confidant throughout the most difficult days
of the Revolutionary War;

Whereas in 1781, Lieutenant Colonel Alex-
ander Hamilton of the Continental Army led
a bold attack of New York troops during the
siege of Yorktown, the decisive and final bat-
tle of the Revolutionary War;

Whereas in 1782, Alexander Hamilton was
elected as a member of the Continental Con-
gress from New York;

Whereas as a private citizen Alexander
Hamilton served many philanthropic causes
and was a co-founder of the New York Manu-
mission Society, the first abolitionist orga-
nization in New York and a major influence
on the abolition of slavery from the State;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was a strong
and consistent advocate against slavery and
believed that Blacks and Whites were equal
citizens and equal in their mental and phys-
ical faculties;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was one of
the first members of the founding generation
to call for a convention to drastically revise
the Articles of Confederation;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton joined James
Madison in Annapolis, Maryland in 1786 to
officially request that the States call a con-
stitutional convention;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was elected
as a delegate to the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1787 from New York, where he played
an influential role and was the only delegate
from New York to sign the Constitution;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was the pri-
mary author of the Federalist Papers, the
single most influential interpretation of
American constitutional law ever written;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was the most
important individual force in achieving the
ratification of the Constitution in New York
against the strong opposition of many of the
delegates to the ratifying convention;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was the lead-
ing voice of the founding generation in sup-
port of the controversial doctrine of judicial
review, which is the backbone for the role of
the Supreme Court in the constitutional sys-
tem of the United States;

Whereas on September 11, 1789, Alexander
Hamilton was appointed by President George
Washington to be the first Secretary of the
Treasury;

Whereas as Secretary of the Treasury
Alexander Hamilton salvaged the public
credit, created the first Bank of the United
States, and outlined the basic economic vi-
sion of a mixed agricultural and manufac-
turing society supported by a strong finan-
cial system that would underlie the great
economic expansion of the United States for
the next 2 centuries;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton was the lead-
ing proponent among the Founding Fathers
of encouraging a strong manufacturing base
for the United States in order to create good
paying middle-class jobs and encourage a so-
ciety built on merit rather than class or skin
color;

Whereas in pursuit of this vision Alexander
Hamilton founded The Society for Estab-
lishing Useful Manufactures which in turn
founded the town of Paterson, New Jersey,
one of the first industrial centers of the
United States;

Whereas Alexander Hamilton proposed and
oversaw the creation of the Coast Guard for
law enforcement in territorial waters of the
United States;

Whereas in 1798, President John Adams
called upon Alexander Hamilton to raise an
army in preparation for a possible war with
France and, as Inspector General of the
Army, he trained a powerful force of well-
equipped soldiers who were able to help deter
war at this vulnerable stage in the founding
of the United States;
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