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But President Reagan chose to use 

the one tool that the Senate could not 
stall and the House could not block: his 
voice. His voice was strong and reas-
suring, and it reached the American 
people in their living rooms, bypassing 
those in Washington who thought they 
knew much better. Even his own advi-
sors urged him not to speak out on 
abortion, yet he would not be silenced. 
He always spoke his conscience on the 
matters that weighed heavily on his 
heart, and no one could convince him 
to do otherwise. 

On the tenth anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade, President Reagan spoke from 
the heart against the abortion-on-de-
mand culture, to poignant effect. That 
day, he said: 

I too have always believed that God’s 
greatest gift is human life, and that we have 
a duty to protect the life of an unborn child. 
Until someone can prove the unborn child is 
not a life, shouldn’t we give it the benefit of 
the doubt, and assume it is? 

Perhaps the only President to pub-
lish a book while in the Oval Office, 
President Reagan’s 1984 volume, enti-
tled Abortion and the Conscience of the 
Nation, stood as a thoughtful and mov-
ing essay that inspired the growing 
pro-life movement. This message of 
this book was hopeful. ‘‘As a nation 
today, we have not rejected the sanc-
tity of human life,’’ he writes. ‘‘I am 
convinced that Americans do not want 
to play God with the value of human 
life.’’ 

Given his remarkable legacy on for-
eign and economic policy, I am not sur-
prised that his moral agenda is less 
commented upon. Yet in his March 8, 
1983 ‘‘evil empire’’ speech, President 
Reagan devoted as much time talking 
about the sanctity of all human life as 
he did addressing foreign policy. On 
abortion, he told the audience: 

Human life legislation ending this tragedy 
will someday pass the Congress, and you and 
I must never rest until it does. 

Sadly, President Reagan has gone to 
his rest without being able to see that 
glorious day when we again recognize 
the full and equal value of all human 
lives. But those of us who proudly fol-
low in his footsteps will tirelessly con-
tinue the struggle until we correct this 
grievous wrong. 

President Reagan, that day, I know 
you will be smiling down on us from 
above. 

EXHIBIT 1 
‘‘AMERICA IS HUNGRY FOR A SPIRITUAL 

REVIVAL . . . ’’ 
(BY RONALD REAGAN) 

An excerpt from President Reagan’s ad-
dress January 30, 1984, at the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters Convention in Wash-
ington D.C. 

I was pleased last year to proclaim 1983 
The Year of the Bible. But, you know, a 
group called the A.C.L.U. severely criticized 
me for doing that. Well, I wear their indict-
ment like a badge of honor. I believe I stand 
in pretty good company. Abraham Lincoln 
called the Bible, ‘‘The best gift God has 
given to man. But for it,’’ he said, ‘‘we could 
not know right from wrong.’’ 

Like that image of George Washington 
kneeling in prayer in snow at Valley Forge, 

Lincoln described a people who knew it was 
not enough to depend on their own courage 
and goodness. They must also look to God 
their Father and Preserver. And their faith 
to walk with Him, and trust in His Word, 
brought them the blessings of comfort, 
power, and peace that they sought. 

The torch of their faith has been passed 
from generation to generation. ‘‘The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of 
our God shall stand forever.’’ More and more 
Americans believe that loving God in their 
hearts is the ultimate value. My experience 
in this office I hold has only deepened a be-
lief I’ve held for many years: within the 
cover of that single Book are all the answers 
to all the problems that face us today—if 
we’d only read and believe. 

Let’s begin at the beginning. God is the 
center of our lives: the human family stands 
at the center of society: and our greatest 
hope for the future is in the faces of our chil-
dren. God’s most blessed gift to His family is 
the gift of life. He sent us the Prince of 
Peace as a babe in a manger. I’ve said that 
we must be cautious in claiming God is on 
our side. I think the real question we must 
answer is, are we on His side? 

Our mission stretches far beyond our bor-
ders: God’s family knows no borders. In your 
life, you face daily trials, but millions of be-
lievers in other lands face far worse. They 
are mocked and persecuted for the crime of 
loving God. To every religious dissident 
trapped in that cold, cruel existence, we send 
our love and support. Our message? You are 
not alone; you are not forgotten; do not lose 
your faith and hope because someday you, 
too, will be free. 

If the Lord is our light, our strength and 
our salvation, whom shall we fear? Of whom 
shall we be afraid? No matter where we live, 
we have a promise from Jesus that can 
soothe our sorrows, heal our hearts and drive 
away our fears. He promised there will never 
be a dark night that does not end. Our weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning. He promised if our hearts 
are true, His love will be as sure as sunlight. 
And, by dying for us, Jesus showed how far 
our love should be ready to go: all the way. 

‘‘For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life . . . ’’ Helping each other, be-
lieving in Him, we need never be afraid. We 
will be part of something far more powerful, 
enduring and good than all the forces here on 
earth. We will be part of a paradise. 

May God keep you always and may you al-
ways keep God. 

f 

RONALD REAGAN 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor and remember the 
greatest President of the 20th century, 
Ronald Wilson Reagan. 

Ronald Reagan is widely known for 
taking some of the most courageous 
stands on behalf of our Nation and for 
truly changing the course of the world, 
but Ronald Reagan may have never 
known the impact that he had on so 
many individuals, including me. 

I was in college when Ronald Reagan 
swept through our country in 1980—on 
a mission to empower Americans by re-
ducing taxes, shrinking the Federal bu-
reaucracy, and instilling a sense of 
hope for the future. Until that point, I 
had always considered myself a Demo-
crat. Ronald Reagan’s straight talk 
and emphasis on common sense and in-
dividual empowerment changed the 

way I looked at politics. As Ronald 
Reagan used to say—and he would 
know—I became ‘‘a former Democrat 
who saw the light.’’ He opened my eyes 
to a philosophy that I truly felt could 
change the direction of our country. 

I was not alone. President Reagan’s 
popularity while in the Oval Office for 
two terms showed that Americans—Re-
publicans, Democrats, and independ-
ents—were inspired by him the way I 
was. More impressively, tens of thou-
sands of Americans are mourning his 
death and reflecting on how he touched 
and changed their lives. The endless 
line of mourners, waiting for hours to 
walk past his coffin and pay final re-
spects, is unparalleled. The most heart-
warming for me is to see parents with 
their children, teaching them about 
the legacy of this great President and 
hopefully instilling a dose of Reagan 
optimism in the next generation. 

There are many lessons to teach our 
children about Ronald Reagan. I know 
I will teach them to my own children. 

Respect for others: Many of the sto-
ries that are being shared by those who 
knew Ronald Reagan revolve around 
his respect for all people. Whether it 
was someone who washed dishes in the 
White House or the leader of another 
Nation, Ronald Reagan treated each 
with the same amount of dignity and 
respect—and loving humor. 

Commitment to principles: Ronald 
Reagan never shied away from his prin-
ciples. His steadfast commitment led 
to monumental changes in the world 
landscape—making it a better place for 
all of us. On Memorial Day 1986, Presi-
dent Reagan said at Arlington National 
Cemetery: 

If we really care about peace, we must stay 
strong. If we really care about peace, we 
must, through our strength, demonstrate our 
unwillingness to accept an ending of the 
peace. We must be strong enough to create 
peace where it does not exist and strong 
enough to protect it where it does. That’s 
the lesson of this century. . . . 

And that is a lesson from our 40th 
President. 

Mutural love and admiration: I would 
be remiss if I did not note the relation-
ship that Ronald and Nancy Reagan 
shared. Reading some of their old love 
letters, watching them together during 
his presidency, and seeing her devotion 
over these most trying last 10 years, 
one cannot help but be touched by the 
feelings that emanated from their mar-
riage. Nancy Reagan was every bit 
Ronald Reagan’s partner in the White 
House, and his legacy is theirs. Today 
Nancy Reagan grieves—she has lost her 
soul mate. And we grieve for her loss. 

Optimism and hope for tomorrow: If 
nothing else, I hope that Americans 
today are inspired by Ronald Reagan’s 
eternal optimism. He believed in this 
country and its people with every fiber 
of his being. He once told a gathering 
of youth in 1985 that: 

True wealth, and the real hope for the fu-
ture comes from the heart—from the treas-
ure of ideas and spirit, from free people with 
a vision of the future, trust in their fellow 
men, and faith in God. The better future that 
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we all yearn for will not be built by skeptics 
who spend their lives admiring the com-
plexity of the problems. It’ll be built by free 
men and women who believe in themselves. 

I know Ronald Reagan is in a better 
place today, and, from his view, he is 
rooting for us and believing in our fu-
ture. 

Leaders like Ronald Reagan change 
the course of history with their vision 
and inspire a new generation. I serve 
Nevada in the United States Senate be-
cause I, too, was inspired by Ronald 
Reagan. Today, I thank him from the 
bottom of my heart for his service to 
this nation, for his unwavering leader-
ship, and for his spirit that will always 
represent our greatness and remind us 
that we can achieve anything. 

President Reagan, may God bless you 
and watch over you. And may God con-
tinue to bless America. 

f 

FLAG DAY AND THE BIRTHDAY OF 
THE ARMY 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, our 
Nation celebrates two birthdays today. 

On June 14, 1775, the Continental 
Congress agreed to forge, from several 
different State militias, one single 
Army to fight America’s War of Inde-
pendence. 

Congress called for 10 companies of 
expert rifleman to be raised from 
among the colonies of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia and ordered 
them to march to Boston to meet the 
British Army. 

Two years later, Congress established 
a flag for the young Army to fight 
under. 

With the war still raging, and the fu-
ture of the Revolution very much in 
doubt, the Continental Congress de-
creed it ‘‘Resolved, That the Flag of 
the 13 United States be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; That 
the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new con-
stellation.’’ 

In a way, the entire history of our 
Nation is contained within these 
events. From diverse parts, America 
set forth to create a single nation, 
founded on common values and a 
shared vision for its future. 

Struggling against the preeminent 
military power of its age, our Founding 
Fathers looked upon the different re-
bellions waged by State militia, inde-
pendent of one another, taking place 
throughout the colonies, and deter-
mined that if the 13 colonies were to 
share a single fate, it would be best if 
we chose to meet it together. 

The design of the new American flag 
reflected that wisdom and symbolizes 
the union of disparate parts. While the 
13 stripes and the 13 stars represented 
the different colonies, the colors sig-
nified the common values that bound 
us together as a nation. Red for valor. 
White for liberty. Blue for justice. 

Today, Old Glory is America’s most 
treasured national symbol. It captures 
the imagination of both young and old 
because, in a way, each American is 
represented. 

Each of us can see among the stars in 
the deep blue field one star that rep-
resents our State, our neighborhood, 
ourselves. And in the 13 stripes rep-
resenting the colonies that banded to-
gether, each of us can also feel the con-
nection to our history. 

In this way, the flag is alive. Each 
American adds to its meaning and sig-
nificance through the work we do to 
build our Nation. 

Few expressed this better than 
Franklin Lane, Woodrow Wilson’s Sec-
retary for the Interior. Speaking to a 
group of civil servants in 1914, Sec-
retary Lane imagined a conversation 
with, as he called it, ‘‘Mr. Flag.’’ 

‘‘Yesterday,’’ the Flag tells Lane, 
‘‘the President spoke a word that made 
happier the future of ten million . . . 
but that act looms no larger on the 
Flag than the struggle which the boy 
in Georgia is making to win the Corn 
Club prize this summer. . . . 

‘‘Yesterday the Congress spoke a 
word which will open the door of Alas-
ka; but a mother in Michigan worked 
from sunrise until far into the night, to 
give her boy an education. She, too, is 
making the Flag. 

‘‘Yesterday we made a new law to 
prevent financial panics, and yester-
day, maybe a schoolteacher in Ohio 
taught his first letters to a boy who 
will one day write a song that will give 
cheer to the millions. . . . We are all 
making the Flag. I am your belief in 
yourself, your dream of what a people 
may become . . . I am no more than 
what you believe me to be and I am all 
that you believe I can be. . . . I am 
what you make me; nothing more.’’ 

Looking back at 227 years under Old 
Glory, the American people can be 
proud of what we have made the flag. 
Throughout the world it is recognized 
as a symbol of freedom and valor. 

And, there can be no doubt, few 
American institutions have done more 
to make this true than the United 
States Army, the oldest institution in 
the world dedicated to defending a de-
mocracy. 

In its 229 years, the Army has en-
gaged in more than 175 different cam-
paigns to defend our Nation, and to de-
fend freedom throughout the world. 

As we celebrate the Army and the in-
calculable contributions it has made to 
the life of our Nation, and the world, 
members of the Army are once again 
far from their families, fighting shoul-
der to shoulder, to extend freedom’s 
reach throughout the world. 

Each day, we see new examples of the 
courage, loyalty, and fortitude that 
have been hallmarks of the Army since 
its birth more than two centuries ago. 

The stories of the heroism of Army 
troops rescuing our Nation from a piv-
otal moment are too numerous to 
count. But I would like to relate one of 
my favorites from the War of 1812. 

For the first 2 years of that war, the 
American forces had been beaten badly 
by the British. The English generals 
had become openly contemptuous of 
the American forces, which they con-

sidered little more than a ragtag band 
of untrained and unprofessional 
conscripts. 

As the British met the American 
Army on the banks of the Chippewa 
River, the British general looked out 
over the American Army and mocked 
them as little more than a militia—the 
same forces they had been routing for 
the past 2 years. 

The British opened fire, expecting 
the Americans to scatter. But the 
Army marched directly through the 
British fire. 

Seeing a bravery and professionalism 
he had never encountered, the British 
general cried out, ‘‘Those are regulars, 
by God.’’ 

Soon, the Army troops had encircled 
the British forces, catching them in 
crossfire. The Battle of Chippewa was 
soon won, and it brought about a turn-
ing point in the War of 1812, and the 
history of our young Nation. 

Countless times, the United States 
Army has stunned an enemy com-
mander by its discipline, its skill, and 
its bravery. But while America con-
tinues to be awed by the achievements 
of the U.S. Army, we are no longer sur-
prised. 

Whether on the banks of the Chip-
pewa, the fields of Gettysburg, the 
banks of Normandy, or the streets of 
Baghdad, the U.S. Army continues to 
represent the best hopes and the best 
achievement of a single nation, united 
in common defense of its shared values 
and dreams. 

They have brought honor and free-
dom to our Nation for 229 years. And 
while it is historical coincidence that 
the Army birthday and Flag Day fall 
together on June 14 each year, it is al-
together fitting that they do so. 

The same values the Flag represents, 
the Army exemplifies and defends. 
When we look upon the flag, we see the 
heroism with which our military has 
defended it, and we are proud. 

All this is represented in the Amer-
ican flag. And when Americans pledge 
allegiance to the flag, it is this history, 
these values, these ideals, to which we 
promise loyalty. 

Knowing the power of the Pledge to 
unite Americans, I was encouraged to 
learn that the Supreme Court has re-
jected the recent challenge to the con-
stitutionality of the Pledge. 

I have long believed in the constitu-
tionality of the Pledge of Allegiance, 
and though the Supreme Court Deci-
sion was made on procedural grounds, 
it represents a positive step forward in 
our efforts to affirm its central place in 
the life of our Nation. 

In a simple way, the Pledge gives us 
the chance to reaffirm the history and 
values that bind us together—the his-
tory and values represented by our 
flag. 

When I think of the importance of 
the flag to our country, I am reminded 
of the days after September 11, 2001. 

One week after the attacks, I recall 
walking into the Hart Senate Office 
Building to see American flags hanging 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 22:10 Jan 29, 2014 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\2004SENATE\S14JN4.REC S14JN4m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-08-01T06:47:30-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




