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After two years of site visits and orienta-
tion, new members are assigned to a com-
mittee.

Palms became involved in IDA, in part, be-
cause he had developed systems at Los Ala-
mos, and IDA needed somebody who knew
about weapons. He also brought a firsthand
perspective to what happened in Europe dur-
ing World War Il. He says he is always
watchful for the signs of a similar situation
emerging.

“When | was at Los Alamos (1963-66), |
worked on weapons design and fundamental
physics research, which could have been used
for weapons development, or input to medi-
cine, the environment, ecology or thera-
peutic medicine. So, even though funded by
the Department of Defense, the results are
there for the world to use the way it wants
to. Just because the research is used in nu-
clear weapons, you shouldn’t stop doing it
because it is also used in all these other
areas.

“There is the issue of a two-edged sword.
As a scientist, you have the obligation to
make the public aware and anticipate how
the information should be used, whether it is
proper to use it one way or another.”

Such discussions of religion and science
were a familiar topic that he and the late
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin often considered.

‘““He wrote a commission report on the mo-
rality of nuclear deterrence (Time, Nov. 29,
1982, issue; titled ““God and the Bomb’’). You
can justify only so much deterrence. If there
had been no Russia and we had been the only
nuclear power, we would have to be very
careful. We are living in that kind of age
now. You can’t overuse your power. It must
always be used in response to the threat.
Where’s the other threat?”

Palms first met Cardinal Bernardin while a
cadet at The Citadel. His wife knew
Bernardin as her teacher at Bishop England
High School.

‘““He baptized our children.
world.”

Palms is currently involved with neutrino
research through USC and a consortium of 13
universities.

“Neutrino is one of the subatomic par-
ticles. People have been trying to find if it
has mass or not. It might explain the miss-
ing dark matter in the universe. My role is
that | built one of the first detectors. Those
detectors have evolved. I'm trying to make a
contribution and also helping to find funding
for this. It will cost about $40 million to $50
million.”

He also continues to teach physics classes
at USC, including a lab course in which the
class will conduct four Nobel prize-winning
experiments.

Although he didn’t continue in the Air
Force, he is content that he is doing his part
through IDA.

“This is almost better. This is my con-
tribution to the country and to national se-
curity, and I’'m happy to be able to serve my
country.”

It’'s a funny

THE HOME FRONT

Norma Palms describes her husband of 45
years as a great husband and father with a
wonderful sense of humor.

“Everyone wants him full time, yet he
never wants to take the credit for any-
thing,”” she says.

Today, the couple divide their time be-
tween Columbia and their home in Wild
Dunes. His retirement from USC has allowed
more time for their grown children, Lee,
John and Danielle, and nine grandchildren.
Norma says they have looked forward to this
time as a couple.

“The time to be with our children and
grandchildren has been very special,” she
says. ‘“We can take off and go see the grand-
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children on their birthdays and for holidays.
We couldn’t do that before. We especially
look forward to getting everyone together
for family reunions here at the house.”’

The couple are very involved at their
church, St. Thomas More, and served as hon-
orary chairs for the church’s recent 50th-an-
niversary celebration.

Mepkin Abbey also is part of their spir-
itual life. In fact, Palms sees a link between
the abbey and finding Norma.

“When | was 21, | was ready to make a seri-
ous commitment to someone and went to
Mepkin Abbey and prayed about that. | was
trying to find out if I was doing the right
thing with my life. Two weeks later I met
Norma.”

Today, the couple go to the abbey to-
gether, then they take different paths and
read alone in the gardens.

“We contemplate our lives and come back
together and get rededicated again. We think
a lot of the brothers. Their spirituality has
been important in our lives,”” says Norma.

Palms says he is honored to receive the
Wisdom Award from Mepkin Abbey.

“l have a lot more years to live, and there
are many people who have done a lot more
for the state for a lot longer than | have.
This is a wonderful honor from them.”

Chairman of the award committee, Dr.
Theodore Stern, says Palms was chosen be-
cause of his abilities as a team leader.

““He’s very dedicated and has made a tre-
mendous contribution to the academics of
South Carolina. He is an outstanding indi-
vidual and leader and has worked on so many
education and government commissions,”
says Stern, ‘“‘and his wife, Norma, also has
been a leader.”

Norma headed up the abbey’s capital cam-
paign.

“My whole heart was in that. | still hold
them as No. 1 on my priority list,”” she says.

Palms credits Norma’s outgoing person-
ality with softening his technocratic ten-
dencies.

“I’'m made up of everyone I’'ve ever met
and known, but Norma is the biggest influ-
ence and the most important person in my
life,”” says Palms.e

——————

HONORING EAST BRUNSWICK HIGH

SCHOOL’S SUCCESS IN “WE THE
PEOPLE” PROGRAM
® Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,

more than 1,200 students from across
the United States will descend upon
Washington, DC, from May 1-3, 2004, to
compete in the national finals of the
“We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution’ program. This program,
funded by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, instructs our youth about the
U.S. Constitution and the importance
of civic participation by providing
schools with textbooks that offer both
historical information and critical-
thinking activities.

I am proud to announce that students
from East Brunswick High School in
East Brunswick, NJ, have won my
home State’s competition and will rep-
resent New Jersey in our Nation’s cap-
ital next weekend. I wish the following
students, and their teacher Alan
Brodman, the best of luck in the future
and congratulate them on their hard

work and inspiring civic advocacy:
Kian Barry, Patrick Bell, Kathleen
Cammidge, Jessica Castles, Jennifer

Chen, Ryan Citron, Jenna Elson, Dan-
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iel Gartenberg, Scott Goldschmidt,
David Goldstein, Kristen Hamaoui,
Marc Mondry, Jason Noah, Eric

Nowicki, Nicholas Parais, Greg Parnas,
Jessica Rebarber, Joa Roux, Blake
Segal, Jody Shaw, Andrew Silver, Jef-
frey Smith, Daniel Temkin, Abraham
Tran, Arin Tuerk, and Haiwei Wang.e

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JUDGE
GENE E. BROOKS

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, today |
wish to pay tribute to the life of a dis-
tinguished public servant and a true
friend, Judge Gene E. Brooks, who
passed away Monday, April 19, 2004. His
long life was filled with conscientious
service and unwavering dedication to
our State and Nation. The contribu-
tions he made to American jurispru-
dence, combined with the many lives
he touched along the way, leave behind
a positive legacy that will not soon be
forgotten.

Judge Brooks began his career in
public service by honorably serving our
country with the United States Ma-
rines during the Korean War. He earned
his undergraduate degree from the In-
diana State Teachers College and went
on to study law at the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Law. Judge Brooks prac-
ticed law as a prosecuting attorney and
in private practice in Posey County,
IN, from 1960 to 1968. He was then ap-
pointed to serve as the first full-time
bankruptcy judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana, where he worked until
1979, when President Jimmy Carter ap-
pointed Judge Brooks as a United
States District Court Judge. His nomi-
nation was forwarded to President
Carter by my father, Senator Birch
Bayh. Judge Brooks went on to become
the Chief Judge of the Southern Dis-
trict in 1987.

The positive imprints Gene made
upon the United States legal landscape
came not only through his many judi-
cial rulings, but also through his active
role as advisor to the United States
Congress, as well as his membership
and leadership as former president of
the National Conference of Bankruptcy
Judges. In addition to his professional
service, Judge Brooks was an active
member of many community organiza-
tions, including the Indiana Legal Aid
Society, the Kiwanis Club, Toast-
masters, the Indiana State Museum
Foundation, and the Evansville Petro-
leum Club. He was a Kentucky Colonel
and a 32nd Degree Mason.

Judge Brooks is survived by his wife,
Jan Darlene (Gibson) Brooks; his three
sons, Gene E. ““Geno’ Brooks Jr., Marc
E. Brooks, Gregory A. Brooks; his
daughter, Stephanie Jobe; his sister,
Joyce Brochman; and his three grand-
children.

Judge Brooks was a man who walked
with Kings, but never lost the common
touch. The citizens of the State of Indi-
ana and the United States of America
were well served by the life led by the
Honorable Judge Brooks. Gene was a
dedicated family man and public serv-
ant. He touched many lives over the
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course of his career and will be remem-
bered as a loving husband, father, and
an incredible leader.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Gene E. Brooks in the official
RECORD of the U.S. Senate. May God be
with all who mourn his passing, as |
know He is with Gene.e

———

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

® Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise
today to recognize the 440th anniver-
sary of the birth of William Shake-
speare in Stratford-upon-Avon. Shake-
speare’s name is undoubtedly the most
recognized in English literature. Every
one of us has spent time exploring the
Elizabethan society and language
through Shakespeare’s dramas, poems,
and sonnets. | remember with great en-
thusiasm the times | read Shakespeare
or watched one of his plays. Who
among us does not have their favorite
line from one of Shakespeare’s many
works? Mine, which all of us in this
chamber should pause to consider from
time to time, comes from ‘‘Hamlet
Prince of Denmark’: “This above all:
to thine own self be true, and it must
follow, as the night the day, thou canst
not then be false to any man.”

His plays abound with all of the
human emotions: love, jealousy, ha-
tred, joy, envy, and are filled with the
eternal themes of loyalty, betrayal,
friendship, and revenge. He wrote of
family strife, of the best laid plans
gone awry, of tender love and bitter
feuds. His themes transcend culture,
nationality, and ethnicity. They are
universal; and to this day are repeated
time and time again throughout the
world. From the American retelling of
“Romeo and Juliet” in “West Side
Story” to the Japanese adaptation of
“King Lear” in ““Ran,” Shakespeare’s
cultural influence is virtually limit-
less. Was William Shakespeare a vi-
sionary? Or was he simply a keen ob-
server, chronicling human relation-
ships that have essentially remained
unchanged in the four centuries since
he lived?

We, in Oregon, are very fortunate to
have the renowned Oregon Shakespeare
Festival which has been presenting its
namesake’s works, as well as other
classic and contemporary plays, for
nearly 40 years. Some 380,000 people—
Oregonians and audiences from various
parts of the country and the world—
visit Ashland each year to attend these
repertory performances. From the very
first productions of “The Merchant of
Venice” and ‘“Twelfth Night” to this
year’s ““The Comedy of Errors,” ‘““King
Lear,” ‘“Henry VI,” and ‘“Much Ado
About Nothing,” the Oregon Shake-
speare Festival has brought Shake-
speare’s magic and great wit to life.®

——
TRIBUTE TO COLONEL AARON
“BURLEY” BURLESON
® Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator INHOFE and myself, |
wish to honor and pay respect to a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

great Oklahoman, COL (Ret) Aaron
“Burley’” Burleson. Currently, he is the
director of Military Development of
the Altus Chamber of Commerce,
Altus, OK. He has served the State of
Oklahoma and the United States for
many years.

Mr. Burleson was born in Lawton,
OK, and graduated from Lawton High
School. While attending Cameron Col-
lege in Lawton, he was mobilized for
active duty with the 45th Infantry Di-
vision in 1940. After completing pilot
training in 1944 at Pampa Army Air-
field, TX, Burley Burleson received his
commission as a second lieutenant.
Over the next 30 years he would serve
his country around the globe.

He served as special air missions offi-
cer in the Office of the Vice Chief of
Staff, U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon.
During this assignment, Burley worked
directly with the White House, the Of-
fice of the Secretary of State, the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives.
His main assignment was to provide
airlift for both United States and for-
eign dignitaries.

In 1970, he transferred to Altus Air
Force Base, OK, where he served as
Vice Commander of the 443rd Military
Airlift Wing and later as base com-
mander in 1973.

Retiring as a colonel from the Air
Force in 1974, he immediately became
the executive director of the *““Com-
mittee of 100,”” a special part of the
Altus Chamber of Commerce. The main
purpose of the committee was to
strengthen and promote economic de-
velopment of Altus and Jackson Coun-
ty, OK. After serving as the head of the
organization from 1975 to 1984, Burley
became the community’s liaison be-
tween the men and women of Altus and
the personnel assigned to Altus Air
Force Base.

Burley’s leadership brought about
tremendous support for Altus AFB.
Working with Air Force personnel and
congressional Members, he was able to
help secure needed funding and re-
sources for the base. Some examples in-
clude new housing, runway easements,
a parallel assault runway, a corrosion
control facility and a drop zone. In
1982, a tornado struck Altus AFB and
caused severe damage. Under Burley’s
leadership, critical funding was ob-
tained to repair the damages. These
projects helped Altus Air Force Base
become rated as the best base in the
Air Force a few years ago.

Burley has received numerous awards
and citations through the years for his
many achievements. Recently, Air
Education Training Command singled
Burley out for one of four, first time,
“Pioneer Awards” to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Air
Force. He was also heavily involved
with the Air Force Association, at the
national and the State levels, as well
as numerous civic and charitable orga-
nizations in Altus.

Burley Burleson, unfortunately, suf-
fered a stroke in November of 2002 and
is currently recovering. JiM INHOFE and
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I are proud to call him a friend and ap-
preciate his dedicated service to our
great country. His positive contribu-
tions to countless friends, all Oklaho-
mans, and the U.S. Air Force are great-
ly appreciated.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL SCHOPP

e Mr. TALENT. Mr. President, | rise
today in the Senate to honor 15 year-
old Michael Schopp, from Creve Coeur,
MO. In a ceremony honoring his
achievement on May 2, 2004, Mr.
Schopp will receive the Eagle Scout
Award, which is the highest advance-
ment rank a young man may earn in
scouting.

To earn his Eagle Award, Mr. Schopp
designed, planned and supervised the
construction and landscaping of a
planter and two dugout benches for the
Ballwin Athletic Association baseball
fields where he played ball for several
years.

Mr. Schopp began his scouting expe-
rience as a Cub Scout in elementary
school and has been a member of Troop
631, sponsored by St. Mark Pres-
byterian Church in Ballwin, MO, since
March 2000. Mr. Schopp’s dedication to
the values of scouting and his leader-
ship ability are demonstrated in his
many scouting activities over the
years: he has served his boy scout troop
as Patrol Leader and Assistant Patrol
Leader, and is currently one of the
leaders of his troop as a member of the
Executive Patrol and as Assistant Sen-
ior Patrol Leader. Mr. Schopp partici-
pated in the Junior Leader Training
Camp and also attended three Boy
Scout High Adventure Camps: North-
ern Tier in Ely, MN; Sea Base in Flor-
ida; and OKPIK Winter Camp in North-
ern Minnesota.

The rank of Eagle Scout has always
carried with it a special significance
since it was first awarded in 1912 and
its rigorous standards have been main-
tained over the years. That rigor is
demonstrated in the fact that only 4
percent of young men across America
who join the boy scouts earn this pres-
tigious award. Mr. Schopp will be in
good company as there are leaders in
every walk of life who have endeavored
to earn this coveted award. Indeed,
many Eagle Scouts have gone on in life
to excel in professional athletics, busi-
ness, space exploration, entertainment,
scientific discovery and public service
in government. President Gerald Ford
is an Eagle Scout as well as two of my
distinguished colleagues in this cham-
ber, Senator JEFF SESSIONS of Alabama
and Senator RICHARD LUGAR of Indiana.

The people of Creve Coeur, MO are
fortunate to have Mr. Schopp living
and growing in their community. | con-
gratulate Mr. Schopp for his success in
earning his Eagle Scout Award. But
also, | congratulate all of his peers,
members of his troop, coaches, teach-
ers, and parents for all the support and
encouragement they have given that
has helped Mr. Schopp reach his goals.
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