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never forget those sacrifices—espe-
cially those of people like Philip Albert
who have left us with a debt we can
never repay.

| offer my deepest sympathies to
Philip Albert’s family, and to everyone
who knew and loved him.

IN MEMORY OF PFC JEFFREY BRAUN

Mr. President, | also rise to speak in
memory of PFC Jeffrey Braun, of Staf-
ford, CT, who was killed in Iraq on De-
cember 11, 2003. He was 19 years old.

Private Braun was truly an inspira-
tion to everyone who knew him. He
joined the Army shortly after the at-
tacks of September 11, motivated by a
desire to be part of the global cam-
paign to rid the world of terror. After
completing his senior year at Stafford
High School in 2002, he became a para-
trooper in the 82nd Airborne Division.

Jeff Braun’s heroic sacrifice in lIraq
will never be forgotten. But in the
words of a friend, Adrian Scarpa, ‘‘He
was a hero even before he went over.”

No matter what he did, Jeff Braun
was always striving to be part of some-
thing greater than himself. At Stafford
High School, wherever you looked, you
could find Jeff Braun. He played soccer,
wrestled, and ran track. He sang, acted
in school plays, and was active in local
community service projects.

Jeff’s friends and family members
knew him as a young man who always
had a kind word, a smile, and an out-
going and infectious sense of humor.
He would make friends with classmates
who were lonely. He would give away
his own lunch to students who didn’t
have any.

Jeff Braun was a fascinating person,
and he had a fascinating life story. He
was born in the village of San Pedro
Sula in Honduras. When he was 6
months old, he was adopted by Mere-
dith and William Braun, who brought
him to Stafford. He came to love his
adopted country so much that he
joined its armed forces. But he also
shared a deep and meaningful connec-
tion with his homeland. Even while in
Iraq, Jeff was actively pursuing his
dream of building an orphanage in his
native Honduras. It’s a dream that
Jeff’s parents have said they will strive
to make a reality.

Jeff didn’t have to enlist in the mili-
tary. But with his enthusiasm, his gen-
erosity, his spirit, and his character, he
simply couldn’t stay on the sidelines
and watch as his fellow countrymen
fought overseas in defense of freedom.
Jeff saw a job that needed to be done—
and he knew that he had to be a part of
it.

| join the town of Stafford, the State
of Connecticut, and the entire United
States Senate in mourning the loss of
Private Jeffrey Braun, a truly remark-
able individual who was taken from us
far, far too soon.

I offer my deepest sympathies to
Jeff’s parents William and Meredith, to
his sister Julie, his entire family, and
the many, many people whose lives
were touched by Jeff Braun.
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OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, | see my
good friend from Kentucky on the
floor, and |1 want to take this moment
to clarify a couple of funding issues in
the Foreign Operations portion of the
Omnibus Appropriations bill.

I notice that the conference report is
silent on the issue of funding for Laos.
Is it the chairman’s intention that the
administration should implement the
language contained in the Senate For-
eign Operations Appropriations Report,
108-1067?

Mr. McCONNELL. | thank the Sen-
ator from Vermont. Before | respond, I
was wondering if he could take a mo-
ment to read the Senate report lan-
guage for the benefit of our colleagues.

Mr. LEAHY. | would be happy to. It
reads:

The Committee recommends that USAID
provide $2,000,000 in Child Survival and
Health Programs Fund and Development As-
sistance to Laos—one of the world’s poorest
and most repressive countries—through non-
governmental organizations. The Committee
intends that these funds will not be used to
offset or substitute INL funding that would
otherwise go to Laos.

The Committee is concerned by the actions
of the regime in Laos, which continues to be
responsible for serious human rights abuses.
The Committee is also concerned by the re-
cent detention and trial of an American cit-
izen and two foreign journalists in Laos.
While the Committee is pleased that these
individuals have recently been released, it is
deeply troubled that the fate of four Laotian
citizens accompanying the journalists is still
unknown.

Mr. MCCONNELL. As | know my
friend from Vermont is particularly in-
terested in this issue, it would be both
accurate and fair to say that it is our
collective intention that this language
be implemented.

Mr. LEAHY. | am pleased we are in
agreement. As | know of your strong
interest in the region, | hope we can
continue to work together to support
United States funded programs
through Southeast Asia.

Mr. McCONNELL. I look forward to
our continued cooperation, and urge
the State Department and USAID to
meet with our respective staffs to dis-
cuss countries of particular concern,
including Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia,
Thailand, and Burma.

Mr. LEAHY. On the issue of Burmese
refugees along the Thailand-Burma
border, is it the chairman’s expectation
that funds from the ERMA account
should be used to provide funding for
these refugees?

Mr. MCCONNELL. Yes, it is. The sit-
uation on the Burma-Thailand border
is disturbing, and if sufficient funds
cannot be found from the MRA budget
then the administration should con-
sider using ERMA funds to ameliorate
this situation.

Mr. LEAHY. | thank the Chairman.

———
BLACK ON BLACK CRIME
PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, 1 year
ago this month, a powerful new force
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joined together and it has since swept
through the neighborhoods in Arkan-
sas. Its members said enough to the
homicides plaguing our streets, enough
to the violence in our schools and
homes and enough to standing by to
watch our communities crumble.

Members of the community saw that
although African Americans comprised
12 percent of the national population, a
staggering 45 percent of all murder vic-
tims in 2002 were black. A resounding
91 percent of those murders were inci-
dents of black on black crime.

Homicide was and is still literally
tearing apart African-American fami-
lies, serving as the leading cause of
death for black men ages 15 to 24, and
the second leading cause of death for
black women of the same age group.
Black-on-black crime remains an epi-
demic, having a devastating impact on
our families and ultimately compro-
mising the safety and quality of life in
my great State of Arkansas.

One year ago this month, community
leaders, faith leaders, government offi-
cials, community organizations, and
businesses did more than just say
enough is enough. They formed the
Black on Black Crime Coalition to in-
form and educate the citizens of Little
Rock about black-on-black crime, but
also to implement programs and initia-
tives to reduce homicides, reduce vio-
lent crimes and take back their streets
and neighborhoods.

I am proud to be a partner of this co-
alition, to join with coalition members
and its wide array of partners and raise
public awareness about black-on-black
crime. The coalition has spent its first
year creating and supporting interven-
tion and mentoring programs, con-
ducting workshops for community or-
ganizations, supporting neighborhood
associations, implementing youth pro-
grams and lobbying elected officials to
implement policies for effective
change. The coalition is working
through the statistics, trying to under-
stand the systemic causes, determining
the solutions and reversing this epi-
demic that is stealing away our future
leaders.

This January, in Arkansas, we cele-
brate Black on Black Crime Prevention
Month. The coalition has organized a
month filled with ceremonies, round-
table discussions, town meetings, and
prayer to help meet its mission. By all
means, these efforts are contributing
to a better understanding of the chal-
lenges that Arkansas’ black commu-
nities face each and every day, but we
are also learning and implementing
strategies to beat back and overcome
these challenges.

As the former attorney general of my
State, | have worked closely with law
enforcement officers and the commu-
nity to make Arkansas a safer place to
live and raise a family. As a Senator, |
have continued to fight for legislation,
programs, technology and budgets to
accomplish this goal. And | pledge to
continue this commitment.

It is a tremendous responsibility that
the Black on Black Crime Coalition
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has accepted. | commend the members
of this coalition for their dedication
and teamwork, and congratulate them
for several meaningful and successful
events during this year’s Black on
Black Crime Prevention Month and for
their unyielding efforts throughout the
year.

ISRAEL’S DESIGNATION OF JANU-
ARY 27, 2004 AS ““NATIONAL DAY
TO COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM”

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, today,
people in Israel and around the world
are joining in solidarity to commemo-
rate January 27, 2004, as a ‘‘National
Day to Combat Anti-Semitism.” At a
time when many Jewish communities
are facing a rising tide of anti-Semi-
tism, it is important that all people of
goodwill work together to educate and
fight anti-Semitism. This insidious
form of hatred has lingered in this
world for so long that it has been
dubbed ‘‘the longest hatred.””

Today marks the 64th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz. While six
decades have passed since the geno-
cidal regime of Adolf Hitler fell, the ur-
gency of combating anti-Semitism has
never ceased. In the past year, numer-
ous anti-Semitic acts have occurred
across the world. In many European
countries, including several countries
that are amongst our closest allies, the
frequency of anti-Semitic attacks are
increasing. Jewish cemeteries, schools,
synagogues, and individuals have been
the center of an increasing number of
violent incidents.

These targets have essentially re-
mained the same over the millenia.
Such attacks seek to intimidate and
threaten individuals and desecrate in-
stitutions. We face an increasing array
of groups who would perpetrate these
acts.

In November 2003, people across the
world were horrified when suicide
bombers targeted two synagogues in
Istanbul, Turkey. At least 25 people
were Killed and almost 300 people, both
Jewish and Muslim, were wounded. One
of the synagogues was Neve Shalom,
the center of Turkey’s Jewish commu-
nity. This crowded congregation was
celebrating a young boy’s Bar Mitzvah
at the time of the bombing. This at-
tack was, without question, a specific
and politically charged choice, given
Turkey’s close ties with Israel, the
United States and NATO as well as its
commitment to democracy.

Another widely reported anti-Se-
mitic act came a month earlier when
former Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahatir Muhammed stated that, “The
Europeans killed 6 million Jews out of
12 million. But today the Jews rule this
world by proxy. They get others to
fight and die for them.” That a leader
would make allusions to a worldwide
Jewish conspiracy, one of the foremost
claims of anti-Semitic hatred, is par-
ticularly appalling. It is unconscion-
able to think that a longtime leader of
a sovereign nation would fan the
flames of hatred and recrimination
against people of the Jewish faith. It is
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more disconcerting that 57 leaders of
the countries in the Islamic conference
stood and applauded his speech.
Mahatir’s rhetoric was both ignorant
and dangerous.

Even while these two events splashed
the front pages of newspapers world-
wide, numerous other incidents that
hardly received notice caused irrevers-
ible damage all the same.

During an exhibit held in Australia
last month called ‘““‘Courage to Care,”
two extremist groups sprayed a mu-
seum with anti-Semitic and racist slo-
gans and covered it with swastikas.
This was an exhibit that commemo-
rated Australian survivors of the Holo-
caust. The criminals also left papers at
the scene that portrayed a skull and
crossbones and said, ‘““Death to Israel.”

In an attack in a suburb of Paris that
coincided with the synagogue bombings
in Turkey, a Jewish school was set on
fire. Just a month earlier in Paris, a
rabbi was verbally and physically at-
tacked on his way to synagogue. In Oc-
tober, tombstones in a Jewish ceme-
tery east of Berlin, Germany, were de-
faced by vandals who painted swastikas
and anti-Semitic statements such as
‘“‘you got what you deserved,” and
“Heil Hitler.”

The United States has not been free
from such attacks, either. Earlier this

year, a Holocaust Museum in Terre
Haute, IN, was destroyed by arson,
with only the words ‘‘Remember

Timmy McVeigh,” left behind.

In April 2002, | joined with 99 of my
colleagues in sending a letter to Presi-
dent Bush that requested that he and
his administration ‘““‘make every effort
possible to raise, at the highest level,
our concerns about anti-Semitic acts
in Europe and anti-Semitic portrayals
in the Arab media.”

I was heartened by German Foreign
Minister Joshka Fischer’s statement at
a conference on anti-Semitism last fall
that, we are firmly committed to coun-
tering every kind of anti-Semitism,
every kind of racism and xenophobia.”
In addition, French Prime Minister
Chirac announced that ‘“‘attacking a
Jew in France is an attack on all of
France.” Such remarks fully acknowl-
edge the threat posed by anti-Semi-
tism. Anti-Semitism is not merely the
enemy of Jews. It is the enemy of tol-
erance, freedom and openness; the very
core values of all democracies.

Attacks on one religion, race or eth-
nicity threaten all of us. We have
learned that when hatred is allowed to
fester and grow, it can spread with a
frightening degree of rapidity and
virulence. It is imperative that the
global community work to address not
only the continuing prevalence of anti-
Semitism, but also hatred against all
religious and ethnic minorities.

I hope all my colleagues will join
with me in commemorating Israel’s
“National Day To Combat Anti-Semi-
tism,” and in rededicating their com-
mitment to fight hatred wherever it
may be found.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO HOSKINS
COIN AND JEWELRY

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, | pay
tribute and congratulate Mr. and Mrs.
Charles and Doris Hoskins of Paducah,
KY on their dedication and entrepre-
neurial spirit in their 50th year of busi-
ness at Hoskins Coin and Jewelry, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins opened busi-
ness together in 1953, selling mostly
furniture in downtown Paducah, KY.
Mr. Hoskins, building on his military
service in World War 11, joined the Pa-
ducah police force and served for the
next 16 years. Meanwhile, Mrs. Hoskins
ran their small business and kept its
books.

Over the last few decades, their busi-
ness has flourished an evolved. This
small family business looked for oppor-
tunities to expand—moving to a larger
location down Third Street. Following
the passions of Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins,
the store started to buy and sell coins,
estate jewelry and eventually began to
offer a full line of retail jewelry.

Hoskins Coin and Jewelry, Inc. is
now a staple of downtown Paducah.
Their children, Ronnie and Linda Hos-
kins Duff, work alongside their parents
who have even found room for grandson
Brent Hoskins to work part-time.
Local residents walk into this families
store looking for a special gift, to learn
about the latest coin they have found
or just to talk about the community.
This small family business is a shining
example of one of the many small busi-
nesses that form the local economic
foundations in Kentucky.

Thank you, Charles and Doris, for
your commitment to the city of Padu-
cah and your entrepreneurial spirit. |
have sincere appreciation for your
work. | wish you and your family con-
tinued success and happiness.®

——

TRIBUTE TO THE SPIRIT OF IDAHO
AWARD RECIPIENTS

® Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today |
honor over 158 individuals and organi-
zations working every day to make
Idaho a great place to live. I'm talking
about the recipients of the Spirit of
Idaho Award. | created this award al-
most 3 years ago to recognize and bring
attention to the many deeds of service
that happen in local ldaho commu-
nities that are not always recognized
by the media or the general public. Re-
cipients of this award improve lives
every day with their selfless giving and
shining examples. | would like to take
a moment today and recognize each of
these outstanding individuals.

Kamrud Jacobson delivers news-
papers in Twin Falls. While completing
his route one day, Kamrud noticed un-
usual smoke coming from the chimney
of a nearby house. He quickly asked a
neighbor to call 911. The Fire Depart-
ment responded and put out a growing
house fire. Kamrud’s vigilant actions
effectively saved the house from burn-
ing to the ground. Kamrud’s efforts
embody the qualities of service and
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