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your Kknee. You don’t have to worry
about a land mine.

Somebody said to me in one of these
countries, when they were asking
about land mines and why we didn’t do
more in the United States to get rid of
them: How long would it take you in
the United States to ban them if your
children had to go to schools where
they were told, you walk exactly be-
tween these two lines because, if you
step over it, you might have your legs
blown off? Or if you are like the teen-
age girl in Bosnia whose family sent
her away at the beginning of the war so
she would be safe and finally got word
to her that it is safe to come back and
she was running to her family and
stepped on a mine. Her legs were blown
off. I saw that young woman and
talked with her in a hospital where the
Doctors Without Borders and the
Leahy War Victims Fund were helping
her and other mine victims.

If this was happening in Washington
down on The Mall, if this was hap-
pening on the playgrounds of America,
we would be rising up and saying: Get
rid of these things.

I have talked about this so many
times that I am like a broken record.
But I will keep talking about it as long
as I am in the Senate. I will keep push-
ing and I will keep traveling around
the world working with people who
want to get rid of landmines. I will
keep raising money for landmine vic-
tims, and I will keep trying to get rid
of landmines.

I hope someday this wonderful coun-
try of ours, which I love and every one
of us loves so much, will stand up and
say: Enough. We will, by our own ex-
ample—not by unilateral arrogance
saying you get rid of them, but we
won’t—use the moral suasion of our
Nation and get rid of landmines. Maybe
then others will, too.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALEXANDER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

——
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will be
wrapping up here in about 15 or 20 min-
utes.

Seeing the Presiding Officer, who is
from Tennessee, I want to pull out
something which I find remarkable. It
doesn’t have anything to do with Sen-
ate business, but it does have some-
thing to do with the State which the
Presiding Officer represents and which
I represent. In fact, it is a historic sort
of message. The bottom line is very
simple. It has to do with saying ‘‘thank
you” and the thoughtfulness of saying
“thank you.” I will take a very few
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minutes to recount this fascinating
story.

In the 2003 annual report of Berkshire
Hathaway Incorporated, a report that
was released to shareholders on Satur-
day, March 6, there was a fascinating
item that piqued my interest. Berk-
shire Hathaway is the $42 billion dollar
firm led by someone who is considered
to be the greatest stock market inves-
tor of all times, Warren E. Buffet. I call
the annual report to your attention be-
cause it contains an unusual story in-
volving 40 students and a professor
from the University of Tennessee.

For the last 5 years, Professor Auxier
has led his finance class on a field trip
from Knoxville, TN to Nebraska to
meet that legendary oracle of Omaha,
as Mr. Buffet is known. The meetings
there would last as long as 2 hours as
students would have and took advan-
tage of that opportunity of peppering
the investor with questions on every-
thing, everything from finance to life
lessons, to mentors, to instances or oc-
currences or events that shaped his
life. At the end of each meeting, the
group presents Mr. Buffet with a gift of
appreciation, a gift of thank you for
taking the time to share his thoughts
with them.

Professor Auxier tells my office his
pupils always leave, as we might ex-
pect, exhilarated and inspired. At last
yvear’s meeting, the Tennessee group
presented Mr. Buffet with an autobiog-
raphy of Knoxville home builder Jim
Clayton. The book made sense. It was
from their hometown of Knoxville, TN,
where the University of Tennessee is
located. They left this as a thank you.

This would not be particularly note-
worthy except for the fact Mr. Buffet
became so interested in Jim Clayton’s
story and his successful venture—Jim
Clayton’s successful venture called
Clayton Homes—that Mr. Buffet turned
around and bought the Knoxville com-
pany for $1.7 billion. He closed that
deal last October.

Now the story gets even better. Mr.
Buffet was so appreciative of the stu-
dents who had come to visit him to
share his thoughts with them, putting
him on to Clayton Homes investment
through this very simple gift, so this
past October he presented each of them
with a share of class B stock in his
company. The shares are now worth
roughly $3,100 each. He also gave the
professor a share of his class A stock
which was worth, as of yesterday,
$94,700. Professor Auxier tells my office
when Mr. Buffet unveiled these sur-
prise gifts, everyone was simply, using
his words, flabbergasted.

All of this is recounted in Mr. Buf-
fet’s annual report to his shareholders.
Those shareholders now include those
40 very lucky students and a tremen-
dously appreciative professor from the
University of Tennessee.

I believe there are two lessons to be
learned from this delightful story. The
first is to be interested in other people.
We all, no matter how busy we are,
should take advantage of that oppor-
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tunity to share experiences with oth-
ers. It also shows Mr. Buffet was inter-
ested in other people, the fact that he
took this book and he actually read it.
It was an autobiography of a fellow
businessman, indeed, a long way from
his home. He was so impressed he
turned around and ended up buying the
company for $1.7 billion.

The students took that opportunity—
it is not always easy to go all the way
from Tennessee out to Nebraska—to
avail themselves of meeting the
world’s renowned expert in the field.
They had the good fortune of getting
his advice. What they did not expect is
to get that additional per person $3,100.
Now they are that much richer for the
experience.

That brings me to the second lesson
and then I will close, and that is what
I opened with. Make sure you always
give a thoughtful thank-you present. It
is the right thing to do. You never,
ever know where it might lead.

————
CONFIRMATION OF DR.
McCLELLAN, MEDICARE AND

DRUG REIMPORTATION

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, early this
morning, in fact, a little over 12 hours
ago in the Senate, Dr. Mark McClellan
became administrator for the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services. I
thank all of my colleagues for their co-
operation over the course of that whole
week, this past week, in order to facili-
tate the confirmation of Dr. Mark
McClellan.

I say that because the responsibil-
ities of the CMS—again, the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services—
are that of being the Government orga-
nization responsible for Medicare and
Medicaid in this country. These respon-
sibilities are crucial. The adminis-
trator oversees the program that pro-
vides health care coverage for over 70
million people, including seniors, as we
know, including individuals with dis-
abilities, with low-income children,
with pregnant women—a huge respon-
sibility.

This becomes critically important
because the challenges facing CMS
today are greater than at any time in
this agency’s history. I say that be-
cause the head of that agency, now Dr.
McClellan, will be charged with imple-
menting the Medicare Modernization
Act and, in a very short period of time,
educating seniors about the benefits of
the new law, about the advantages of
the new law, and how they best can
take advantage of these new benefits.

It is going to take a strong and
steady hand to get the job done. I am
confident, and I think my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle have ex-
pressed that strong confidence, in Dr.
McClellan. He has the skills, he has the
commitment, he has the temperament,
he has the judgment, he has the leader-
ship abilities, all of which have been
demonstrated in Government. He has
served under both President Bush and
President Clinton in Government, and
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also in the private sector as a physi-
cian. President Bush nominated ex-
actly the right person for this point in
time.

I think the Medicare bill is a tremen-
dous bill. It has tremendous potential
to modernize Medicare, on a voluntary
basis, where if people want to take ad-
vantage of this newer, more modern,
more up-to-date Medicare, they can or
they can keep exactly what they have.

The legislation was bipartisan. It was
signed by the President of the United
States last year. If you just back away
from it, it does—bottom line—what we
know we have needed to do for a long
time; that is, to give seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities better access
to the most powerful tool in American
medicine today: prescription drugs, at
lower out-of-pocket costs. That is it.
And it is voluntary.

Beginning in a few months—this is,
in part, a segue from Dr. McClellan—
seniors will be eligible for the savings
of 10 to 25 percent, and low-income sen-
iors will receive an additional $600 in
value in additional assistance through
the Medicare-endorsed prescription
drug cards.

I have had the opportunity to meet
this week with a number of outside or-
ganizations, including the AARP,
where we have talked about the impor-
tance of educating seniors appro-
priately so they can take advantage of
these new expanded benefits.

There is a whole range of other bene-
fits in this new, modernized Medicare
Program—and we talked a lot about it
on the floor—including disease man-
agement; chronic disease management;
improving preventive care, so we can
make the diagnosis of things such as
hypertension for people who come of
Medicare age; improving the efficiency
and safety of Medicare through elec-
tronic prescribing, to eliminate the po-
tential of so many errors that can be
made through so many steps that cur-
rently the prescription of medicines
travel; significant regulatory relief.

You put those two together—with
Mark McClellan as the person who will
be responsible for implementation,
with what is a complex system but one
that takes action now—and I think we
will have a very effective laying out of
the benefits so people can take advan-
tage of it.

Mark McClellan’s background as a
physician, as a doctor, I think will be
enormously helpful in translating
these legislative reforms into lasting
improvements that will give our sen-
iors better health care security. That,
again, is sort of the bottom line. You
want to be able to look seniors in the
eye and say: You will be more secure in
terms of your health care with this
bill. We know that is the case, but now
it has to be implemented. So I look for-
ward to working with Dr. McClellan as
he works to implement this new Medi-
care law. We build on what truly was
historic legislation to provide afford-
able, high-quality care to our seniors.

On the floor earlier today, and last
night, and in some hearings with Dr.
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McClellan yesterday, the whole issue of
prescription drug reimportation has
arisen, has been discussed, has been
talked about. It is a very important
issue, an issue that, as majority leader,
I can tell you we will address. It de-
serves to be addressed.

We addressed it in the past by saying
reimportation, under certain prescrip-
tions and limitations. Reimportation is
fine, but it is fine only if we can dem-
onstrate and guarantee safety; that is,
we can tell a senior, yes, you can have
reimportation, say, from Canada, but
you can say that and allow it to happen
only if you can look that senior in the
eye and say: You are going to be OK.
The medicine you get will be exactly
what is prescribed, with the same sort
of safety certification, safety guaran-
tees you get with medicines that are
manufactured in the United States.

Some of it—in fact a lot of it—is
being driven by the fact we have these
skyrocketing costs in health -care,
which we have to address, we should
address, and it is our responsibility to
address because they cannot be toler-
ated long term—whether it is by an in-
dividual who is taking care of them-
selves or their children or their family
members or a business with sky-
rocketing health care costs which are
driving the cost of doing business so
high they no longer are competitive
against other businesses in this coun-
try or businesses in other countries.

In fact, it ties to other discussions we
have about outsourcing and insourcing
and jobs going overseas, because if the
cost of doing business gets so high
here, and it is not high in other coun-
tries, you simply are not going to be
able to grow businesses here and people
will shift businesses overseas. So we
must address it. And we will address it.

Many people believe part of the sky-
rocketing costs can be addressed by ad-
dressing the reimportation of drugs. In-
deed, in the Medicare law I was just
speaking to, we began to address this
issue head on. We, in that bill—a lot of
people do not realize it—asked the ad-
ministration to prepare a comprehen-
sive report that would come back to us
in the Congress to identify the myriad
of critical issues that are raised by re-
importation, including, first and fore-
most, patient safety.

As a physician, I am going to keep
coming back to the patient’s safety,
because unless we can look people in
the eye and guarantee they are going
to be safe through obtaining drugs
from overseas, we cannot—we just
should not—proceed down that path.

Well, in response to the Medicare leg-
islation, the administration has al-
ready set up a task force. That task
force has begun the process. We look
forward to receiving the findings from
that task force.

Indeed, the public hearings will begin
this coming week while we are in re-
cess. I believe the first meetings are
with outside consumer groups that will
come in and report to that task force.
Then the task force will report back to
us.
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I also believe the Senate can best—or
should best—address this through the
committee of jurisdiction. As majority
leader, I have tried to focus on appro-
priate jurisdiction for the committees,
and the committee for that is the com-
mittee that the Presiding Officer has
taken such a leading role on; that is,
the HELP Committee, the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, that is led by Chairman JUDD
GREGG.

Through that committee of jurisdic-
tion, we will begin to examine what
barriers do exist—and the safety bar-
rier is one—to reimportation and deter-
mine, first, whether there are ways you
can reduce those barriers, but how you
can reduce those barriers, how we
should address those in a legislative
fashion, and then reduce those barriers
legislatively, if we need to.

I look forward to working with
Chairman JUDD GREGG, chairman of
the HELP Committee, and to reaching
out broadly to all my colleagues—Sen-
ator DORGAN, who has taken a real lead
on this; Senator MCCAIN; Senator STA-
BENOW; and Senator THAD COCHRAN,
who has been the author of the amend-
ment we have used and addressed on
the Senate floor, has been a real leader
in this field—on both sides of the aisle
to address this very important issue.

———
S. CON. RES. 95

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, earlier
this morning, an amendment offered by
the senior Senator from Ohio was ac-
cepted by voice vote. At the time, I
withheld from speaking on this amend-
ment in order to expedite consideration
of the budget resolution, but I would
now like to take a moment to give my
full statement.

This amendment addresses a serious
shortfall in the President’s foreign af-
fairs budget: funding for international
health programs.

I commend Senator DEWINE for his
leadership on these key humanitarian
issues. Compared to some of the other
amendments offered today, it is not a
large amount of money. But, it means
life and death to literally millions of
people.

This amendment provides $330 mil-
lion for the Child Survival and Health
Programs Fund. It is fully offset by re-
ducing the amount that the Federal
Government spends on administrative
expenses by $330 million.

This reduction will not be painful.
We do not micro-manage the process,
and leave it to the administration to
determine where to make these cuts.
But, I can think of some places that
the Administration might want to
start.

For example, next year the adminis-
tration plans to spend $5.5 billion on
“transportation of things’’; $21.1 billion
on ‘‘supplies and materials’’ for federal
agencies—not including the Depart-
ment of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and
Homeland Security; and about a billion
dollars on printing costs.
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