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get our forests healthy again. We have 
seen much of our country just dev-
astated by staggering forest fires. 

A key part of that legislation was to 
authorize $760 million in hazardous 
fuels reduction programs. The amend-
ment I have filed—and I will be asking 
the Senate to vote on it tomorrow—has 
generated interest among many col-
leagues of both political parties. It 
would add $343 million to last year’s 
$417 million for hazardous fuels reduc-
tions to reach the $760 million author-
ization in title I Healthy Forests legis-
lation. 

It seems to me what we have seen 
over the years is essentially a shell 
game, where various Forest Service 
programs are robbed in order to fund 
the hazardous fuels reduction programs 
and we end up without adequate re-
sources across the board in the forestry 
area. I am hopeful we will be able to 
agree with our Republican colleagues 
on this effort. 

Suffice it to say, it was a Herculean 
task to get Healthy Forest legislation 
passed last session. I think many 
thought it was impossible. It seems to 
me the Senate owes it to the people 
who are waiting to see improvements 
in their communities to fully fund this 
important legislation. 

I am going to work with colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle on this par-
ticular piece of legislation. This 
amendment will ensure we really get 
some health back into this idea of 
healthy forests. We are not going to be 
able to do it if we consistently 
underfund these programs. 

In the past, it seems to me, we played 
sort of a ‘‘rob one fund in order to fund 
another fund’’ kind of program. That is 
not going to do the job responsibly for 
the long term. We are talking about 
millions and millions of acres that we 
are going to have to thin in the days 
ahead. 

After the Senate passes historic leg-
islation, legislation that is going to be 
good for the environment, good for the 
economy, promote old growth, involve 
local communities, protect the rights 
of citizens—for example, being involved 
in forestry policy—what we have to do 
is fund this properly. 

There will be interest among col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle on 
the legislation. I thank Chairman 
NICKLES for being willing to work with 
me on it, and Senator CONRAD as well. 
On the other side of the aisle, Senators 
DOMENICI and BURNS are intensely in-
terested in this matter. On our side of 
the aisle, Senators DASCHLE, FEIN-
STEIN, BINGAMAN—all of us have co-
operated with the ranking member, 
Senator CONRAD, and the chairman, 
Senator NICKLES. 

My amendment has been filed, and I 
am hopeful we will be able to pass it 
without controversy tomorrow. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 

seeks recognition? 
The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. NICKLES. I thank my colleague 

from Oregon, Senator WYDEN, for his 

gracious comments. It is a pleasure 
working with him on a multitude of 
issues, this being one, forest fires. 

Mr. WYDEN. I thank the Chairman. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. NICKLES. I ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate now proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

100 HOURS AS PRESIDING OFFICER 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on Thurs-
day, March 4, 2004, Senator SAXBY 
CHAMBLISS reached his 100th hour of 
presiding over the U.S. Senate. As a 
presiding officer, his dedication and de-
pendability are to be commended. It is 
with sincere appreciation that I an-
nounce Senator CHAMBLISS as the most 
recent recipient of the Golden Gavel 
Award for the 108th Congress. 

f 

HONORING ROSIE WHITE 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a valued staff member 
who has recently retired. Rosie White 
joined my staff in June 1994, shortly 
after I began my service in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. She has been 
vital to the operating of my State of-
fices, by providing stability and organi-
zation. She has served as my State 
scheduler for more than 4 years—ever 
since I was elected to the Senate, and 
she has done an outstanding job. She 
has managed to balance the needs and 
demands from constituents in the 
State, other staff members, and my 
family during that time, and she has 
my utmost admiration for handling it 
all so well. 

Rosie has been active in local Repub-
lican politics for many years, and she 
was extremely involved in local char-
ities, most particularly the Booth 
Home in Boise and the Salvation 
Army. Her contributions to Idaho have 
been many and varied as well as appre-
ciated. She brought vitality and enthu-
siasm to nearly ever project she tack-
led, and it was always fun to hear 
about her experiences. I enjoyed work-
ing with her and know that many oth-
ers join me to extend their best wishes 
to her as she retires to spend more 
time with her husband, Cal. She was an 
asset to my office and I am pleased to 
call her my friend.

f 

PEACE CORPS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commemorate the 43rd anni-
versary of the Peace Corps. Peace 
Corps volunteers have made a tremen-
dous difference in the lives of so many 
around the world. I salute these volun-
teers of all backgrounds and ages who 
have reached out to people in need be-
yond our borders and who have pre-

sented an image of our country that is 
compassionate, energetic and ap-
proachable. I am especially proud of 
the 255 people from Wisconsin who are 
presently volunteering for the Peace 
Corps in South Africa, Ghana, Nica-
ragua, Philippines, Turkmenistan, 
Mongolia and many other countries. 
Wisconsin is one of the biggest contrib-
utors of Peace Corps volunteers in our 
country, ranked 15 among the 50 
States. For the 10th year in a row, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison has the 
highest number of alumni serving as 
Peace Corps volunteers. The selfless 
service of Wisconsinites must be com-
mended. 

In 1960, President Kennedy chal-
lenged Americans to serve their coun-
try by living and working in developing 
countries. Americans have been an-
swering this call ever since by joining 
the Peace Corps. Decades later, I have 
been struck by the lasting impact that 
this organization, and the young people 
who have fueled it, have had around 
the world. 

In 2002 I traveled to visit the sites of 
the 1998 embassy bombings. Tanzania, 
a country where about half of the popu-
lation is Muslim, is no stranger to sus-
picion and mistrust of the West. Yet as 
I found myself meeting with a group of 
Tanzanian legislators, asking for their 
views about how to strengthen our 
partnership in combating terrorism 
and to improve the relationship be-
tween our countries, I was over-
whelmed by their enthusiasm for the 
Peace Corps. 

These distinguished legislators told 
me about how their first English lan-
guage teachers were Peace Corps vol-
unteers, and how those teachers 
seemed to be opening the whole world 
to them just by their very presence in 
the classroom. These legislators said 
that the best way to strengthen our re-
lations with their country was to foster 
meaningful people-to-people links by 
increasing our Peace Corps presence 
there. 

In today’s world where our chal-
lenges are global in nature, there is an 
urgent need for Americans to partici-
pate in programs like the Peace Corps. 
Peace Corps volunteers reach across 
the political and cultural divide, con-
necting with people as individuals. 
They treat others with respect by 
learning about their cultures and their 
lives, and they put a human face on 
America, which would otherwise be 
simply a distant powerful land. They 
help dissolve resentment against our 
country that might flourish in their 
absence. 

I congratulate Peace Corps and its 
volunteers for 43 years of effective 
service in a mission of world peace and 
friendship.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
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Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 

One terrible crime occurred in Octo-
ber 2003 in Providence, RI. There, a 
woman was grabbed off a street by two 
men who yelled homophobic slurs and 
then egged each other on while raping 
her at knifepoint. The woman was 
walking to a club around 11:30 p.m. 
when a large tan vehicle pulled up 
nearby. The driver asked her for direc-
tions, and as she spoke with him, an-
other man grabbed her from behind and 
forced her into the back seat of the ve-
hicle. The men accused her of being a 
lesbian and called her names. They 
then pulled into a lot and took turns 
raping her at knifepoint. After, they 
pushed her out of the car and sped off. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f 

NOMINATION OF MARK 
MCCLELLAN AS ADMINISTRATOR, 
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID SERVICES 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, 3 
weeks ago President Bush nominated 
Mark McClellan to be Administrator of 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, CMS. I rise today to express 
my deep concern over the news that 
some of my colleagues have threatened 
to delay his confirmation. 

This is happening at a time when 
CMS has more on its plate than it has 
had in 39 years—since the creation of 
the Medicare and Medicaid programs in 
1965. Last November, I proudly joined 
my colleagues in support of a bill to fi-
nally provide over 40 million seniors a 
voluntary prescription drug benefit 
through Medicare. After years of hav-
ing to carry the burden of high pre-
scription drug costs without any as-
sistance from Medicare, the bill we 
passed will provide 1.6 million seniors 
in my State with access to affordable 
prescription drugs. This is long over-
due. 

At CMS, steps are already being 
taken to implement the provisions in 
this bill. In fact, 2 months from now, in 
May 2004, seniors across the Nation 
will have the opportunity to enroll in a 
Medicare-endorsed drug discount card 
that is expected to yield an average 10 
to 25 percent savings on all prescrip-
tion drug purchases. On top of these 
discounts, the Federal Government will 
annually purchase the first $600 in pre-
scription drug costs for those seniors 
below 135 percent of the poverty level. 

Five weeks ago, on February 5th, 
CMS announced that over 100 separate 
entities had submitted applications to 
offer Medicare-approved cards to bene-

ficiaries, a response they called a ‘‘ro-
bust level of interest’’ from potential 
card sponsors. While this is encour-
aging, this level of interest places 
greater demand on CMS staff as they 
continue to review applications and 
move forward in announcing their card 
endorsements within the next month. 

Furthermore, former CMS adminis-
trators have been quick to point out 
that if the new drug benefit is to com-
mence on time in January 2006, rules 
must be written and finalized no later 
than October or November of 2005. 
Vital decisions must be made about the 
administration of the benefit in the de-
velopment stage, which is now—deci-
sions that require strong leadership 
and expertise. Unfortunately, CMS has 
been without a leader since January, 
when Tom Scully resigned. 

I assure you that the success of Medi-
care and the prescription drug benefit 
rests with a capable CMS workforce 
under strong leadership. CMS already 
faces an enormous challenge. Approxi-
mately one quarter of its workforce 
will be eligible to retire in the coming 
years. In fiscal year 2003, 30 percent of 
individuals serving in career Senior 
Executive Service positions at CMS 
were eligible for retirement. In addi-
tion, 20 percent of CMS’s workforce 
was eligible to retire. The leadership to 
move this vital agency forward is lack-
ing without a confirmed administrator. 

Gail Wilensky, administrator of 
CMS’s predecessor, the Health Care Fi-
nancing Administration from 1990 to 
1992, describes the task ahead as ‘‘the 
largest challenge an administrator has 
had.’’ Similarly, her successor, Nancy 
Ann Min DeParle, who had the de-
manding task of implementing the Bal-
anced Budget Act throughout her ten-
ure from 1997 to 2000, has correctly 
stated that implementing the new drug 
benefit will be even more taxing than 
previous initiatives and will require 
the agency to design a ‘‘new delivery 
system that does not now exist even in 
the commercial market.’’ 

I could not agree more. I have con-
cerns about the arduous task ahead for 
CMS and as a result, will be holding a 
hearing at my Government Affairs 
Subcommittee in the coming weeks to 
examine CMS’ capacity to do this job. 
I expect Dr. McClellan to be at this 
hearing to discuss his plans for leading 
CMS in this pursuit. 

I cannot think of a more qualified 
leader for CMS at this critical time 
than Dr. Mark McClellan. His work at 
the helm of the FDA over the past 2 
years brought innovation and cre-
ativity to the agency, which many be-
lieve has dismantled bureaucratic bar-
riers and led to quicker reviews of drug 
and other product applications to speed 
generic drugs to the marketplace. I am 
most appreciative of his work in this 
area, as a few years ago, I was able to 
secure $400,000 for the FDA to educate 
our nation’s seniors about the safety 
and cost-effectiveness of generic drugs. 

Dr. McClellan earned a medical de-
gree from the Harvard University-Mas-

sachusetts Institute of Technology 
Program in Health Sciences and Tech-
nology and a doctorate in economics 
from MIT. He served under President 
Clinton between 1998 and 1999 as Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury and served as health policy coordi-
nator and a member of President 
Bush’s Council of Economic Advisers 
before joining the FDA. 

In fact, Dr. McClellan has always en-
joyed broad support across party lines, 
and it was no surprise that just last 
week, Senator EDWARD KENNEDY de-
scribed Dr. McClellan as a superb 
choice for CMS administrator who 
‘‘brings to the job a powerful intellect, 
a deep knowledge of the programs and 
a commitment to public service.’’ 

What did come as a surprise was the 
announcement by several Senators 
that, despite Dr. McClellan’s out-
standing qualifications, they are 
threatening to block his nomination to 
gain leverage on the issue in Congress 
of re-importing pharmaceuticals from 
outside of the United States. 

As Chairman of the Governmental 
Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Oversight and Manage-
ment and the Federal Workforce, I am 
gravely concerned. Delaying this ap-
pointment at a time when CMS des-
perately needs leadership will affect 
the agency’s ability to effectively im-
plement the prescription drug benefit 
and even more urgently, the drug dis-
count card program. 

This is not fair to the 5,000 dedicated 
CMS employees who are working tire-
lessly to implement the congression-
ally mandated prescription drug ben-
efit. 

This is not fair to our Nation’s sen-
iors. Every American, and particularly 
every senior citizen, should be out-
raged. 

Now is not the time to play political 
games. We must make sure that CMS 
has the leadership it needs at this junc-
ture to handle the task at hand. I urge 
my colleagues to reconsider their deci-
sion to delay the nomination of Dr. 
Mark McClellan and confirm his ap-
pointment to this important position.

f 

CONGRATULATING SUJEY 
KALLUMADANDA 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today is, 
and will always be, a special day in the 
life of one of my staffers, Sujey 
Kallumadanda. For on this day, Sujey 
has successfully completed all the re-
quirements, passed all the tests, com-
pleted the interviews and officially 
taken the oath as a new citizen of the 
United States. I appreciate having this 
opportunity to congratulate him on his 
effort and to wish him well on his ac-
ceptance of this wonderful new title he 
will carry with him for the rest of his 
life, United States Citizen. 

Sujey’s story is quite a remarkable 
one. It begins with his emigration from 
India when he was young and his ar-
rival in the United States with his fam-
ily. He is the latest of his family to be-
come a citizen of the United States, 
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