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Empire, he has been honored by the 
California Medical Association Foun-
dation with the Robert D. Sparks, M.D. 
Leadership Award. 

The Robert D. Sparks, M.D. Leader-
ship Award recognizes individuals or 
organizations for outstanding commu-
nity health achievements. Dr. 
Levister’s accomplishments have not 
only met this criterion, but led to pro-
grams and policy that will continue to 
facilitate medical advances for years to 
come. 

For the past 30 years, Dr. Levister 
has used his expertise to educate oth-
ers, empowering his community with 
knowledge. He has been honored for ad-
dressing the medical concerns and 
questions of the Inland Empire’s Afri-
can-American community through his 
‘‘Our Bodies’’ column in the Black 
Voice News since 1986. His founding 
role in the Technology Access Partner-
ship Foundation, a foundation that en-
deavors to increase accessibility to in-
formational technologies, is also testa-
ment to his commitment to ensuring 
that traditionally underrepresented 
groups have the tools they need to live 
happy, healthy lives. 

As president of the J.W. Vines Med-
ical Society from 1994 to 2001, Dr. 
Levister strove to make educational 
opportunities available to students of 
all backgrounds, encourage African 
Americans’ entrance into and contin-
ued progress in the medical field, and 
improve overall patient care. He is a 
cofounder of the Vines Foundation, 
which works to create educational op-
portunities for African-American stu-
dents pursuing health and science-re-
lated careers. 

Dr. Levister is credited as a major in-
fluence in changes that the University 
of California, Riverside made to its Bio 
Medical Science Program, which now 
offers more opportunities to disadvan-
taged students and pre-med faculty po-
sitions to those who are traditionally 
underrepresented. Other recognitions 
include the Silver Scalpel Award from 
the California Society of Industrial 
Medicine and Surgery for his work to 
protect the rights of injured workers 
and their physicians, the 2000 Black 
Rose and Humanitarian of the Year 
Award given to Dr. and Mrs. Levister 
for their service to their community, 
and the San Bernardino County Med-
ical Society’s 2003 Award for Out-
standing Contribution to the Commu-
nity. 

Dr. Levister’s fine leadership has 
paved the way for the continued propa-
gation of a diverse medical community 
to address the complex and varied 
health care needs of the Inland Empire 
Community. It is with great pleasure 
that I congratulate Dr. Levister on his 
receipt of the prestigious Robert D. 
Sparks Leadership Award.∑ 

f 

(At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

HONORING SHARON STROSCHEIN, 
2003 WINNER OF THE ATHENA 
AWARD 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to publicly recognize and honor 
Sharon Stroschein of my Aberdeen, SD 
staff, who recently was presented with 
the Athena Award, an honor that is co-
sponsored by the Aberdeen Chamber of 
Commerce and Johnsons Motors of Ab-
erdeen. 

The Athena Award is annually pre-
sented to an individual who actively 
assists women in realizing their full 
leadership potential. The individual 
must demonstrate excellence, cre-
ativity, and initiative in their business 
or profession. The individual provides a 
valuable service by contributing time 
and energy toward improving the qual-
ity of life for others in the community. 

I know first hand that Sharon has 
done a great deal to improve north-
eastern South Dakota. She is a tremen-
dously talented woman with a great 
deal of energy and ambition. 

Sharon is not only a great friend, she 
is also the northeast area director for 
my State office in Aberdeen. She has 
earned the respect and admiration of 
all those who have had the opportunity 
to work with her. Her passion and love 
for her work have improved the lives of 
countless South Dakotans. 

Sharon’s friendly demeanor and 
wealth of knowledge have helped her 
develop close relationships with her 
colleagues and with community leaders 
throughout our State. This friendly at-
titude has led to numerous elected 
posts and honors. Among those, she 
was elected South Dakota’s National 
Committeewoman to the Democratic 
National Committee. She was also the 
McGovern Grassroots Award recipient, 
and Woman of the Year by the South 
Dakota Federation of Democratic 
Women. 

I congratulate Sharon Stroschein for 
being selected to receive this pres-
tigious award. It is with great honor 
that I share her impressive accomplish-
ments with my colleagues.∑ 
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CONGRATULATING MRS. CORNELIA 
MCREYNOLDS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a moment today to 
congratulate Mrs. Cornelia 
McReynolds of Pembroke, KY, for re-
ceiving the Modernette Civic Club’s 
Woman of the Year Award. 

Mrs. McReynolds is best known in 
the Hopkinsville community as a de-
voted mother of seven children. But 
her influence stretches far beyond the 
boundaries of her home and her family. 

She is an active member of the East-
ern Star and helped to organize the 
Community Choir of Hopkinsville. She 
is also director of the junior choir and 
president of the usher board at the St. 
Bethlehem Baptist Church. The chil-
dren of the church are so fond of Mrs. 
McReynolds, they call her ‘‘Granny.’’ 

Six of her seven children were with 
her when she received the award at the 

Modernette Club’s 10th annual African- 
American Heritage Breakfast. They 
traveled from as far away as Chicago 
and Florida to be with their mother— 
and of course her seventh child called 
by cell phone from Florida after she re-
ceived the award. Even her seven- 
month-old great granddaughter at-
tended the Saturday morning breakfast 
in her honor at the Pioneer Memorial 
Complex. It was family dedication like 
this and her amazing work in the com-
munity that likely prompted this spe-
cial award. 

Congratulations again, Mrs. 
McReynolds, on receiving the 2004 
Modernette Civil Club’s Woman of the 
Year award. You are truly an inspira-
tion for all of us throughout the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.∑ 
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SALUTE TO THE AIR FORCE ACAD-
EMY FALCONS BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

∑ Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise to 
salute the U.S. Air Force Academy Fal-
cons basketball team. It gives me a 
great deal of pleasure as a member of 
the U.S. Air Force Academy Board of 
Visitors to congratulate the high fly-
ing Air Force Academy men’s basket-
ball team on winning the 2003–2004 reg-
ular season Mountain West Conference 
Basketball Championship. 

On March 1, the Falcons clinched the 
championship with a 61–49 victory over 
San Diego State University. This is the 
first conference championship the Air 
Force Academy has achieved in basket-
ball. Their improbable championship is 
even more impressive when you realize 
that this is the first winning basket-
ball season at the Air Force Academy 
since the 1977–1978 season. 

Coach Joe Scott, my candidate for 
coach of the year, has done an incred-
ible job guiding his team to upset vic-
tories over the University of Cali-
fornia, Brigham Young University and 
two victories against the University of 
Utah on the way to an overall 21–5 
record. 

I wish them well in the coming weeks 
as they represent my home State and 
the Air Force in the upcoming NCAA 
tournament. If my colleagues are look-
ing for a real-life Cinderella story in 
this year’s basketball tournament, I 
have found one in Colorado Springs, 
CO: the U.S. Air Force Academy.∑ 
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF CONGREGATION SHERITH 
ISRAEL’S HISTORIC SANCTUARY 
BUILDING 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to recognize the 100th 
Anniversary of Congregation Sherith 
Israel’s historic sanctuary building in 
the City of San Francisco in my home 
State of California. 

Congregation Sherith Israel, estab-
lished in 1849, is one of the oldest Re-
form congregations in the West. Re-
form Judaism spread throughout North 
America more than 130 years ago and is 
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now the largest Jewish movement in 
North America, with more than 900 
congregations and 1.5 million people. 

Congregation Sherith Israel’s syna-
gogue building is located at the corner 
of California and Webster Streets in 
San Francisco. This year marks the 
centennial of this historic building, 
whose cornerstone was laid on Feb-
ruary 22, 1904. The building was de-
signed by renowned Bay Area architect 
Albert Pissis, who was an important 
figure in the rebuilding of downtown 
San Francisco after the city’s most fa-
mous disaster, the Great Earthquake 
and Fire of 1906. 

The 1906 Earthquake and Fire left the 
city in smoking ruins and destroyed 
many public structures. Congregation 
Sherith Israel’s synagogue withstood 
this disaster and was able to house 
many important events following the 
destruction. The building served as the 
city’s Superior Court for more than 2 
years and, in 1945, hosted one of the or-
ganizing sessions of the United Na-
tions. 

Today, this unique building has an 
austere exterior which hides a lavish 
and ornamental interior, complete 
with the finest stained glass, pews of 
rare Honduran mahogany, polished 
marble floors and beautifully detailed 
painted walls and ceilings. The syna-
gogue is home to a working original 
Murray M. Harris Company organ. Har-
ris was the pioneer Los Angeles organ 
builder who is generally regarded as 
‘‘the Father of Organbuilding in the 
West.’’ The chapel also contains Con-
gregation Sherith Israel’s original Holy 
Ark, built in 1970. 

The blue-grey dome of the syna-
gogue, taller than the dome of San 
Francisco City Hall, is touted as one of 
the highest in the city. The dome, visi-
ble from many vistas around San Fran-
cisco, is a wonderful reminder of this 
building’s history and importance to 
San Francisco. Congregation Sherith 
Israel’s sanctuary building also con-
tinues to represent the spiritual 
strength, diversity and pioneer spirit of 
San Francisco’s Jewish community. A 
hallmark of Reform Judaism is 
‘‘tikkun olam,’’ or repairing the world, 
a desire to bring peace, freedom, and 
justice to all people. Congregation 
Sherith Israel is a wonderful example 
of tikkun olam in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 

I am very pleased to recognize this 
beautiful and historic building. I hope 
the people of San Francisco and the 
members of Congregation Sherith 
Israel continue to enjoy this building 
for many more years.∑ 
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IN HONOR OF DR. FELIX G. 
SHEEHAN 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in honor of Dr. Felix G. Sheehan, 
of Middletown, CT. Next week, on 
March 13, 2004, Dr. Sheehan will be re-
ceiving the ‘‘Irish Person of the Year’’ 
award from the Middletown division of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the 

oldest and largest Irish Catholic soci-
ety in the United States. 

Dr. Sheehan retired 2 years ago after 
47 years in the medical practice. As a 
doctor, he was, in so many ways, a 
treasure from a bygone era. Even as 
health care became more and more of a 
business, and even as Americans in-
creasingly dealt with the complicated 
world of copayments, referrals, and 
coverage networks, Dr. Sheehan was a 
doctor who built lifelong relationships 
with his patients and made house calls 
at all hours of the day and night. 

His tremendous dedication, warmth, 
and kind spirit are legendary in Mid-
dletown, where many of his patients 
became just as devoted to him as he 
was to them. One of those patients de-
scribed him as ‘‘the best doctor in the 
world.’’ 

Dr. Sheehan was born in Belfast and 
came to America with his family at the 
age of 6. He served his new country in 
the Pacific during World War II. Dur-
ing his service, he had an experience 
that would change his life—and the 
lives of many others. While stationed 
aboard the USS Wasp, he was asked one 
day to help out a nurse who was having 
trouble treating a patient. It was then 
that he first realized that medicine 
would be his calling. 

After attending college at St. John’s 
University in New York, Felix Sheehan 
spent the next 5 years in his native 
Belfast earning his medical degree 
from Queen’s University. It was hap-
penstance, he says, that he found Con-
necticut. But after seeing the slogan on 
Middlesex Hospital that read, ‘‘Caring 
and Kindness Always, All Ways,’’ he 
knew that Middletown would be his 
home. Because although that motto be-
longed to the hospital, it could have 
easily been written to describe Felix 
Sheehan. 

To Felix Sheehan, being a doctor 
meant so much more than examining 
patients and prescribing medicines. He 
offered complimentary medical serv-
ices to local parochial schools. He took 
on needy patients free of charge. He 
hosted a wedding for one of his employ-
ees who couldn’t afford it. He retained 
legal counsel for the child of one of his 
patients. And as his own career drew to 
a close, he served as a mentor and role 
model to young doctors entering the 
profession. 

From the day he took up his practice 
until the day he retired, Dr. Sheehan 
gave so much of himself to so many 
people. In the words of his daughter 
Laureen, ‘‘in a very real and special 
sense, he was more than a physician— 
he was and is a healer.’’ 

From one Irishman to another, I 
offer my warmest congratulations to 
Dr. Sheehan on the honor he will re-
ceive next week. I wish him, his wife 
Marie, and their children many more 
happy years together.∑ 
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HONORING THE JOHN EHRET HIGH 
SCHOOL 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, from 
May 1–3, 2004 more than 1,200 students 

from across the United States will visit 
Washington, D.C. to take part in the 
national finals of We the People: The 
Citizen and the Constitution, the most 
extensive educational program in the 
country developed specifically to edu-
cate young people about the U.S. Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights. Adminis-
tered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, the We the People program is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation by act of Congress. 

I am proud to announce that the 
class from John Ehret High School 
from Marrero will represent the State 
of Louisiana in this prestigious na-
tional event. These outstanding stu-
dents, through their knowledge of the 
U.S. Constitution, won their statewide 
competition and earned the chance to 
come to our Nation’s Capital and com-
pete at the national level. 

The 3-day We the People National 
Finals Competition is modeled after 
hearings in the U.S. Congress. The stu-
dents are given an opportunity to dem-
onstrate their knowledge before a 
panel of adult judges while they evalu-
ate and defend positions on relevant 
historical and contemporary issues. 
Their testimony is followed by ques-
tions designed to probe the students’ 
depth of understanding and ability to 
apply their constitutional knowledge. 
Columnist David Broder once described 
this annual competition as ‘‘the place 
to come to have your faith in the 
younger generation restored.’’ 

Most recently, the We the People 
program was highlighted at two na-
tional conferences held in 2003: the 
White House Forum on American His-
tory, Civics, and Service, and the first 
annual Congressional Conference on 
Civic Education. Evaluations and inde-
pendent studies have validated the ef-
fectiveness of the We the People pro-
gram on students’ civic knowledge and 
attitudes. This innovative civic edu-
cation program continues to be one of 
the best antidotes to apathy and cyni-
cism in our Nation. 

I wish these students the best of luck 
at the We the People national finals 
and applaud their achievement. We 
should all be proud that they are learn-
ing and advocating the fundamental 
ideals that identify us as a people and 
bind us together as a Nation.∑ 
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CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MARIN COUNTY 
CIVIC CENTER VOLUNTEERS 
PROGRAM 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to recognize the 25th 
anniversary of the Marin County Civic 
Center Volunteers program. 

In 1979, the Civic Center Volunteers 
program (CCV) was established to help 
Marin County maintain its excellent 
public services by providing local gov-
ernment agencies with volunteers from 
the community. 

During CCV’s 25 years of service, over 
10,000 volunteers have contributed 
countless hours of their time. Their 
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