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nomination was confirmed with near 
unanimity under Senate Democratic 
leadership in 2001, Senator LOTT’s 
spokesperson indicated that Senator 
LOTT’s solitary opposition was to un-
derscore his position that ‘‘any ap-
pointment of federal judges during a 
recess should be opposed.’’ 

PROGRESS OF FILLING JUDICIAL VACANCIES 

The American people understand 
that Democrats in the Senate have 
shown great restraint and extensive co-
operation in the confirmation of 171 of 
this President’s judicial nominations. 
Republicans are loath to acknowledge 
that cooperation but with it this Presi-
dent has been achieving record num-
bers of judicial confirmations and we 
have reduced judicial vacancies to the 
lowest level in decades. Despite the un-
precedented political upheavals and 
the aftermath of September 11, as of 
today, the Senate has already con-
firmed more judges than were con-
firmed during President Reagan’s en-
tire first 4-year term. Indeed, at this 
point in President Clinton’s last term, 
only 140 judges had been confirmed, as 
compared to the 171 confirmed and two 
recess appointed by this President. 

The President’s recent actions are 
unnecessarily divisive and harmful. We 
have already achieved much. If the 
President would work with the Senate, 
we could achieve so much more.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 

One such crime occurred in 
Tillamook, a small town on the Oregon 
coast. On February 11, 1999, James Ash, 
48, and Kevin Hawthorn, 25, were 
charged with intimidation and assault 
for allegedly beating a man because of 
his sexual orientation. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN MEMORY OF MARY FRANCES 
DIAZ 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I would 
like to set aside a moment to reflect on 
the life of Ms. Mary Frances Diaz upon 
her passing in February. Mary was a 
woman who made a remarkable con-
tribution toward improving the lives of 

refugee women, children, and adoles-
cents around the world. She was a 
truly selfless woman who dedicated her 
life to others. 

Mary was born in Newport News, VA. 
She spent her childhood in Pottstown, 
PA, before going to Brown University, 
where she graduated with a major in 
international relations in 1982. After 
working for several years at WPVI tel-
evision news station in Philadelphia, 
she returned to school and received a 
master’s degree in international edu-
cation from Harvard University in 1988. 

But Mary’s passion and life mission 
was refugees. While she was still at 
Harvard she began working for Catho-
lic Charities in Boston, and upon grad-
uation became director of refugee and 
immigration services there. 

In 1994, at the age of 33, Mary became 
executive director of the Women’s 
Commission for Refugee Women and 
Children, an organization that helps 
some of the most vulnerable people on 
Earth. For 10 years, Mary traveled to 
the world’s trouble spots, dodging 
minefields, tsetse flies, and wars on her 
mission to help refugee women and 
children reclaim their lives. She went 
on fact-finding missions to places such 
as Serbia, Angola, Rwanda, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Haiti, and Colombia to talk 
to uprooted women and children first-
hand. 

Back in the United States and in Ge-
neva, she would plead their cases be-
fore the United Nations and lobby law-
makers and relief agencies to improve 
their conditions. She also fought for 
the rights of people claiming asylum in 
the United States. 

Her advocacy led to concrete results. 
After she reported on the situation in 
Bosnia, the Clinton administration 
provided a fund to help refugee women 
rebuild their lives. During a visit to 
Tanzania, she got the rules changed to 
allow Burundian women as well as men 
to distribute food to fellow refugees. As 
a result, many more women and their 
children got their food rations. After a 
visit to Afghanistan in 2002, Mary initi-
ated a fund for programs for Afghan 
women. 

Under Mary’s leadership, the Wom-
en’s Commission grew from a small or-
ganization with a staff of 4 and a budg-
et of $425,000 to one with more than 20 
staff and a budget of $4 million. She be-
lieved the international community 
had a responsibility to help women and 
children who had been uprooted by war 
and persecution, and in her quiet, ele-
gant way, used her eloquence and 
strong persuasive powers to persuade 
policy makers to change policies and 
programs. 

Mary, who was 43 years old, died of 
pancreatic cancer. She leaves behind 
her longtime partner, Tom Ferguson of 
New York City; her mother, Bertha 
Diaz of Pottstown, PA; two brothers, 
Dr. Philip Diaz of Columbus, OH, and 
Dr. Joseph Diaz of Barrington, RI; and 
two sisters, Theresa Diaz of Reading, 
PA, and Bernadette Diaz of Oak Park, 
IL. She also leaves behind innumerable 
friends and colleagues. 

Mary’s legacy will live on in the lives 
of the refugees around the world whose 
lives she helped improve and in the 
work of the Women’s Commission for 
Refugee Women and Children. I rise 
today to commemorate Mary Diaz, to 
celebrate her too-short life and to offer 
her family, friends, and colleagues our 
support. She will be sorely missed.∑

f 

IN HONOR OF RITA DOLAN 
SELLAR 

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, on Tues-
day, February 24, 2004, an extraor-
dinary resident of Newport, RI cele-
brated a monumental achievement, her 
100th birthday. 

Rita Dolan Sellar has led a full and 
exceptional life. She was born Feb-
ruary 24, 1904, to Clarence Dolan and 
Rosalie Brown Dolan. She had two sis-
ters, Rose and Alexandra. 

As a young lady, Rita attended 
Foxcroft School in Virginia, where she 
is now the oldest living alumna. Later 
she married Norrie Sellar, and they 
traveled extensively throughout the 
world. 

Rita and Norrie had five children: 
Daphne, Norrie, Rosalie, Owen, and Al-
exandra. 

Rita was an accomplished and bold 
horsewoman, who in the 1930s founded 
and played on the first women’s polo 
team, in Aiken, SC, and rode in fox 
hunts, steeplechase races, and jumping 
contests. 

She was also an active sailor, who 
kept sailboats in Newport Harbor, and 
often sailed with her sister—one of 
America’s first and most capable 
women sailors. 

Her home in Newport, ‘‘Seaweed,’’ 
has hosted five generations of the fam-
ily, innumerable cheerful parties and 
dinners, and an extensive array of 
friends, cousins, in-laws, and visitors. 
She is the oldest member of Newport’s 
Spouting Rock Beach Association. 

In addition to her 5 children, she has 
15 grandchildren and 13 great-grand-
children, as well as 3 step-grand-
children and 6 step-great-grand-
children, of which she is the beloved, 
affectionate, and patient matriarch. 

Rita Dolan Sellar has led a successful 
and remarkable life as evident by her 
many achievements and, more impor-
tantly, her large, loving and successful 
family which includes former Rhode Is-
land Attorney General Sheldon 
Whitehouse. 

I would like to congratulate Rita on 
her 100th birthday. This extraordinary 
moment is not about the number of 
years she has lived but the accomplish-
ments she has made during those years 
and the excitement, pride, love, and joy 
she has brought to her many family 
and friends through her life. I wish 
Rita a happy birthday and many 
more.∑

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources was discharged from 

VerDate jul 14 2003 01:19 Feb 28, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27FE6.075 S27PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1891February 27, 2004
further consideration of the following 
measure which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation:

H.R. 2584. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance to the Utrok Atoll local government of 
a decommissioned national Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration ship. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2137. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to promulgate 
regulations for the reimportation of pre-
scription drugs, and for other purposes.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and 
Mr. CORZINE): 

S. 2142. A bill to authorize appropriations 
for the New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail 
Route, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 2143. A bill to extend trade adjustment 

assistance to service workers; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. LUGAR: 
S. 2144. A bill to authorize appropriations 

for the Department of State and inter-
national broadcasting activities for fiscal 
year 2005, for the Peace Corps for fiscal year 
2005 through 2007, for foreign assistance pro-
grams for fiscal year 2005, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. BURNS (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 2145. A bill to regulate the unauthorized 
installation of computer software, to require 
clear disclosure to computer users of certain 
computer software features that may pose a 
threat to user privacy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. BURNS, Mr. 
CHAFEE, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MILLER, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
PRYOR, Mr. REID, Mr. SANTORUM, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, and Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2146. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the contributions of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., to the United States; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
REED): 

S. Res. 306. A resolution designating March 
2, 2004, as ‘‘Read Across America Day’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 68 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 68, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve benefits for 
Filipino veterans of World War II, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 604 
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name 

of the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BOND) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
604, a bill to amend part D of title IV of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
grants to promote responsible father-
hood, and for other purposes. 

S. 683 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
683, a bill to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to provide 
entitlement to leave to eligible em-
ployees whose spouse, son, daughter, or 
parent is a member of the Armed 
Forces serving on active duty in sup-
port of a contingency operation or no-
tified of an impending call or order to 
active duty in support of a contingency 
operation. 

S. 983 
At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 983, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to authorize 
the Director of the National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences to 
make grants for the development and 
operation of research centers regarding 
environmental factors that may be re-
lated to the etiology of breast cancer. 

S. 1129 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. SARBANES) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1129, a bill to provide for the 
protection of unaccompanied alien 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 1292 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1292, a bill to establish a 
servitude and emancipation archival 
research clearinghouse in the National 
Archives. 

S. 1485 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1485, a bill to amend the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to 
protect the rights of employees to re-
ceive overtime compensation. 

S. 1510 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1510, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide a 
mechanism for United States citizens 
and lawful permanent residents to 
sponsor their permanent partners for 

residence in the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1516 

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 
names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. BURNS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1516, a bill to further the 
purposes of the Reclamation Projects 
Authorization and Adjustment Act of 
1992 by directing the Secretary of the 
Interior, acting through the commis-
sioner of Reclamation, to carry out an 
assessment and demonstration pro-
gram to assess potential increases in 
water availability for Bureau of Rec-
lamation projects and other uses 
through control of salt cedar and Rus-
sian olive. 

S. 1687 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1687, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study on the preservation and interpre-
tation of the historic sites of the Man-
hattan Project for potential inclusion 
in the National Park System. 

S. 1709 

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1709, a bill to amend the USA 
PATRIOT ACT to place reasonable lim-
itations on the use of surveillance and 
the issuance of search warrants, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1843 

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BAUCUS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1843, a bill to amend titles XIX 
and XXI of the Social Security Act to 
provide for FamilyCare coverage for 
parents of enrolled children, and for 
other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 28 

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. ALLEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 28, a joint resolu-
tion recognizing the 60th anniversary 
of the Allied landing at Normandy dur-
ing World War II. 

S. CON. RES. 8 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 8, a concurrent resolu-
tion designating the second week in 
May each year as ‘‘National Visiting 
Nurse Association Week’’. 

S. RES. 269 

At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 269, a resolution urging 
the Government of Canada to end the 
commercial seal hunt that opened on 
November 15, 2003.
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