S11890

One last example: heart conditions
are one of the leading diseases affect-
ing Medicare patients and heart at-
tacks can result in deaths and high
costs. Many heart attack victims can
be helped if they receive drugs to assist
their damaged heart while it recovers.
CMS studies indicate that many of the
victims do not receive those medica-
tions. But, CMS collects that data with
great effort—relying on many health
professionals to extract data from clin-
ical records and summarize the data
for analysis. By the time the data is
available, the patient has met their
fate and the time for correcting a mis-
take, for getting them a lifesaving
drug, has passed. We need to use elec-
tronic reporting based on a common
method of collecting data to improve
quality of care and patient safety for
those in long-term care facilities, and
for all Medicare patients.

I had hoped to see these measures
pass in my final days in the Senate and
thus leave patients with a safer med-
ical system. I am deeply disappointed
in the removal of the amendments
from the Elder Justice Act.

However because of my great desire
to see the Elder Justice Act go
through, I removed my hold on the leg-
islation on Wednesday, November 17. It
is my understanding that the Elder
Justice Act has not yet cleared the
Senate because of Republican objec-
tions to the substance of the legisla-
tion.

I share Senator BREAUX’s desire to
see the legislation enacted this year,
and fervently hope that may still be
possible.

————
“HUGS, NOT BULLETS”

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I want to
bring to the attention of my colleagues
a campaign by the Neighborhood Serv-
ice Organization’s Youth Initiatives
Project in Detroit, MI, called ‘‘Hugs,
Not Bullets.” This is an outstanding
example of involvement by youth lead-
ers who want to make a difference in
their community by decreasing gun vi-
olence.

The Youth Initiatives Project was
created in 1999 to address growing com-
munity issues including violence and
substance abuse in Detroit. For five
years, community organizations and
students have been involved in a co-
ordinated effort to accomplish the
goals of the project. Previous Youth
Initiatives Project campaigns have fo-
cused on after-school programs to re-
duce gun violence and increase the use
of trigger locks in homes.

The current campaign, ‘“‘Hugs, Not
Bullets,”” is intended to reduce the use
of firearms during the celebration of
the New Year’s holiday. Youth leaders
have been organizing for months and
plan to enlist over 200 students and nu-
merous community groups in support
of the campaign. Several rallies and a
candlelight vigil are planned to draw
attention to the campaign and the
issue of gun safety. In addition, the
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centerpiece of the campaign is a four-
foot by eight-foot card which will make
its way through schools and the com-
munity to be signed by those who
pledge to help reduce gun violence over
the New Year’s holiday. The card will
serve as a powerful symbol of the com-
munity’s determination to fight vio-
lence, particularly involving firearms.

I would like to express my heartfelt
thanks to the members of the Youth
Initiatives Project for their hard work
to bring an end to the gun violence
that continues to plague our society. I
am hopeful that the 109th Congress will
do more to support their efforts and
pass sensible gun safety legislation. We
owe it to them, to our police officers,
and to our communities to do all we
can to keep dangerous guns off of our
streets.

———
EDUCATION

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I appreciate
having this opportunity to express my
congratulations and note for the
RECORD the achievements of Dr. Steven
F. Barrett who has just been named the
Wyoming Professor of the Year. This
prestigious honor is the only national
award that recognizes the performance
of college and university professors
who have produced outstanding results
as undergraduate teachers and men-
tors.

As an assistant professor of Elec-
trical and Computer Engineering at the
University of Wyoming, Dr. Barrett
has served as a role model for his col-
leagues on the school’s academic staff,
as well as the students he teaches in
his classes. His unique teaching style
gets students more involved in their
classes and increases their commit-
ment to the successful completion of
their education.

Dr. Barrett played a key role in the
effort to improve the electrical and
computer engineering curriculum. He
revived courses in biomedical engineer-
ing and image processing that had not
been taught for years. He also served
on a committee to establish a com-
puter engineering degree at the univer-
sity. Thanks in no small part to his ef-
forts, the degree was approved by the
university trustees in 2000, and the
first students graduated from the pro-
gram in 2001. Wyoming students now
have the chance to obtain a degree in
one of the fastest growing job indus-
tries. That will help to improve their
future chances for success and the abil-
ity of our workforce to compete in an
ever changing job market.

Dr. Barrett’s dedication to his profes-
sion extends far beyond his efforts to
establish the computer engineering de-
gree. To ensure his students have the
skills they will need to prepare them
for post graduate life, he has upgraded
the department’s course work and lab-
oratory activities involving micro-
controllers, which are small self-con-
tained computers. When he couldn’t
find a textbook he liked for the degree,
he contacted a close friend and former
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colleague to help him write a text that
he could use in his classes. He has gone
on to write another textbook and is in
the process of completing a third. He
truly does exemplify the characteris-
tics needed to get students excited
about education and what they need to
do to reach their greatest potential.

Dr. Barrett’s classes provide his stu-
dents with a unique opportunity not
only to learn, but to take a more ac-
tive role in the process by helping to
teach what they have learned. He ap-
plied for and was able to secure funding
from the National Science Foundation
for a program that improves the inter-
action between undergraduates and
those with assistive technology needs.
Through the program, students have
had the support and encouragement
they needed to develop a workshop to
teach assistive technology profes-
sionals how to adapt off-the-shelf toys
to assistive technology teaching aids.
His students were also involved in the
effort to create a b50-page workshop
manual that they then used to help
teach the workshop to assistive tech-
nology professionals across the state of
Wyoming. By giving students these life
experiences, they can more readily see
the positive impact of the skills they
have developed in the effort to improve
the lives and education of others.

Wyoming can be very proud of profes-
sors such as Dr. Barrett who are such
an integral part of our Wyoming school
system. His dedication to the future of
his students and his enthusiasm for
teaching continues to improve the
quality of the education Wyoming stu-
dents receive in our schools, and better
prepares them for the challenges they
will face in their postgraduate years.

———

UNITED STATES CAPITOL
HOLIDAY TREE

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate Virginia’s role as
the 2004 provider of the annual U.S.
Capitol Holiday Tree, selected each
year from America’s national forests.

In recent decades, the traditional
Christmas tree has moved beyond its
place as solely a religious symbol in
the homes of hundreds of millions of
Americans. Although the Christmas
tree will always, and rightfully, have a
special meaning in Christian homes,
today all Americans await the annual
tree-trimming to signal the beginning
of the year-end religious and holiday
season.

It is with great pleasure that I join
my colleagues from the Virginia con-
gressional delegation in recognizing
the first-ever contribution from the
Commonwealth of Virginia to this fine
tradition. This year, our State, the
home of the first English-speaking col-
ony in the Americas, and home to our
first President, George Washington,
and eight of his successors, will make
America proud as the home of the Na-
tion’s holiday tree for the first time
since this tradition began 40 years ago.

The poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge
wrote of friendship as a ‘‘sheltering
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tree.” And this year, thousands of Vir-
ginians—from all ages and from all
across the Commonwealth—have ex-
tended the right hand of friendship to
their fellow Americans by providing
this great tree for display in our Na-
tion’s capital.

At five o’clock on the evening of De-
cember 9, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives will mark the official
beginning of America’s holiday season
by lighting 10,000 small lights on a 79-
year-old Virginia red spruce that, until
last month, stood as one of Virginia’s
finest. Without question, it has lived
through a remarkable period in our Na-
tion’s history.

That flip of a switch will culminate
over a year of activity by ordinary Vir-
ginians, park rangers, State officials,
schoolchildren and countless others in
selecting, preparing and decorating
this wonderful, 82-foot tree from Warm
Springs Ranger District of the George
Washington National Forest in High-
land County.

All Virginians rightfully take pride
that this 7,500 pound tree will remain
lit each evening on the National Mall
until the 2nd of January, welcoming
the Christmas and Holiday season for
citizens across this great land. Since
the day last month that the tree was
airlifted from its place in the George
Washington National Forest, Vir-
ginians from every corner of the Com-
monwealth have played a part in get-
ting this wonderful tree ready for
primetime. Beginning on November 13,
the spruce visited 33 communities in
our State on its way to the National
Mall: Monterey, Winchester, Leesburg,
Culpeper, King George County, West-
moreland County, Henrico County, Pe-

tersburg, Charles City, Hampton,
Onancock, Cape Charles, Virginia
Beach, Norfolk, Suffolk, Emporia,

South Boston, Chatham, Damascus,
Smyth County/Marion, Wise, Tazewell,
Wytheville, Clifton Forge, New Mar-
ket, Staunton, New Castle, Roanoke,
Orange, Amherst, Farmville, Manassas,
Alexandria, and Vienna.

In addition to the thousands of Vir-
ginians who greeted the tree on its way
to Washington, thousands of other
school children, scouts, State and Fed-
eral officials, police departments,
members of 4-H clubs, and citizen vol-
unteers also took part in crafting and
preparing some 10,000 original orna-
ments for the tree. Approximately 5,000
of these will hang on the holiday tree,
and the rest will decorate 70 smaller
companion trees in the Nation’s cap-
ital.

As the time-intensive, individual
contributions of tens of thousands of
Virginians demonstrate, our State is
proud to take a lead role this year in
welcoming in the Christmas and holi-
day season for our fellow Americans.
On a personal note, one of my longest-
serving and hardest-working staff
members, Ms. Doriene Steeves, has
played a key organizing role in putting
together this wonderful event for the
benefit of our State and our Nation. I
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salute her and those other Virginians
whose hard work and creativity have
brought this magnificent tree to the
Nation’s doorstep for all to see and ap-
preciate through the holidays.

———

HONORING TOM BROKAW

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to publicly honor and recognize
one of South Dakota’s favorite sons,
Tom Brokaw. He has had an extraor-
dinarily successful career as anchor of
NBC Nightly News. During his 21-year
reign as anchor, NBC moved from the
least watched to the most watched net-
work newscast.

Born in Webster, SD, in 1940, Mr.
Brokaw attended high school in
Yankton, SD, and began his journalism
career after graduating from the Uni-
versity of South Dakota in 1962. He was
hired by NBC news in 1966.

Throughout his tenure at NBC, Mr.
Brokaw has gathered an impressive list
of accomplishments. In 1987, he was the
first American to interview Soviet Pre-
mier Mikhail Gorbachev, and this ex-
clusive one-on-one from the Kremlin
earned him the prestigious Alfred I. du-
Pont Award. Mr. Brokaw was also the
first American anchor to interview the
Dalai Lama and to report on human
rights abuses in Tibet. In 1989, Mr.
Brokaw was the only anchor at the
scene when the Berlin Wall fell, and in
1995 he was the first anchor to report
from the site of the OKklahoma City
bombing. He was also the first Amer-
ican anchor to interview Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in 2000. Mr.
Brokaw has reported live from war
zones in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kosovo.

Mr. Brokaw is a highly respected po-
litical journalist, having covered every
American election since 1968. He an-
chored all of NBC’s political coverage
from 1984 through 2004, including pri-
maries, national conventions, and elec-
tion nights. He has also moderated
nine primary and general election de-
bates, including the Presidential de-
bates of 1987 and 1991.

In 1997, Mr. Brokaw won his second
duPont award for “Why Can’t We Live
Together,”” a documentary examining
the racial separation within American
suburbs. He won his first Peabody
award in 1989 for examining American
society in his report, ‘““To Be An Amer-
ican,” and received another Peabody in
2004 for ‘“Tom Brokaw Reports: A Ques-
tion of Fairness,” which discussed the
University of Michigan affirmative ac-
tion case and the history of affirmative
action in the United States. Mr.
Brokaw has received seven Emmy
awards for reports on China, the 1992
floods in the Midwest, and the 1999
Kosovo conflict, among others.

With his 1998 book ‘‘The Greatest
Generation,”” Mr. Brokaw became a
best selling author. ‘“The Greatest Gen-
eration Speaks,” ‘““An Album of Memo-
ries,” and ‘“A Long Way from Home”
subsequently followed. He has also con-
tributed to The New York Times, The
Washington Post, The Los Angeles
Times, Newsweek, and Time.
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Prior to his position as sole anchor
for NBC Nightly News, Mr. Brokaw
served as Whitehouse Correspondent
for NBC from 1973 to 1976, reporting on
the Watergate scandal, and from 1976
to 1981 he anchored NBC’s ‘“Today.”

After 38 years with NBC, Tom and his
wife Meredith will be moving on to new
challenges. Tom and Meredith have
never forgotten their South Dakota
roots and have returned home with
great frequency. Their generous con-
tributions of time and financial assist-
ance to projects in Yankton, at the
University of South Dakota, and
throughout our State reflects their
wonderful spirit of giving and a com-
mitment to an enhanced quality of life
for all South Dakotans. It is with great
honor that I share his impressive ac-
complishments with my colleagues.

———

IN HONOR OF THE ARLES GREENE
FAMILY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
have a few words before we adjourn for
the holidays. This isn’t the first year
that there will be a lot of empty places
at our holiday dinner tables. Even if
our own table doesn’t have a missing
spot, we know a neighbor or a friend
whose brother, mother, or husband is
away fighting to keep us safe at home.
These empty places remind us of the
generations of men an women who have
sacrificed to keep us free so that we
can, in freedom, celebrate those holi-
days that are important to each of us.

Today I rise to honor the service of
the family of Arles Greene of Hender-
sonville, TN. Arles’s family has a lot of
empty places around their dinner table
in the Second World War. Arles’s father
Eugene W. Greene, his uncle William

Edwin McDavid and friend Ed
Gallbreath, Jr., all served some 60
years ago.

Ed Galbreath, Jr., a friend of Arles’s
family, joined the Air Force in Feb-
ruary 1944, during his senior year of
high school. He flew 23% missions as a
gunman, operated a VHF radio, and
worked the radar jammers. He survived
four crashes. In his last crash, out of a
B-24 Tiger Shark, he landed in Berlin
where he was taken prisoner. He spent
months in confinement with some 6,000
other prisoners of war until he was lib-
erated by the Russian Army. For his
bravery, Sergeant Galbreath received
many awards, including the Air Medal
with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Pur-
ple Heart, the P.O.W. Medal, and the
Parachute Club Medal. His under-
standing of those prisons shaped his
many future contributions to his com-
munity of Goodlettsville, TN.

In October of 1943, Arles’s uncle, PVT
William Edwin McDavid, left Moccasin
Gap, Virginia, to serve in the 38th In-
fantry Division. Private McDavid was
just 18 years old when he served in Nor-
mandy, the Rhineland, the Ardennes,
and northern France. While fighting in
the Battle of the Bulge on New Year’s
Eve of 1944, McDavid suffered frost-
bitten hands that ended his infantry
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