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vehicle, and although he sometimes
complained that he joined the Marines
to fight and not to drive, he got his
chance in Iraq.

Private Washlanta was a member of
the 1st Light-Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force from Camp
Pendleton, CA. He paid the ultimate
price. When you think about these five
great Oklahomans, as well as others
around the country, and some 1,100 who
have lost their lives, it is a shame that
s0 many people in America do not un-
derstand what these soldiers under-
stand.

Mr. President, I have the honor of
being, I guess, the second or third
ranking member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. Consequently, I
may have made more trips over to Iraq
and Afghanistan than anyone else. 1
am always approached by these young
people. They say: Why is it, Senator,
that the people back home don’t appre-
ciate what we are doing? These people
are dedicated, and they know exactly
what they are doing. Unfortunately, we
have a media that tries to demean ev-
erything they are doing. And I give the
assurance to these young people that
even though it might be that the net-
works, CNN, and the New York Times
and the Washington Post do not know
and appreciate what they are doing, we
do, the real people of America. And
they are heroes.

I think most of our young people re-
alize our country is facing the greatest
risk it has ever faced. This is not con-
ventional warfare. This is not some-
thing that is predictable. Sometimes I
say I look back wistfully at the days of
the Cold War where we had two super-
powers, and they were predictable. We
were predictable, they were predict-
able. This is totally unpredictable, but
it is a war that has to be won. I pay
homage not just to those Oklahomans I
mentioned today, but all who are there
and many who have paid the ultimate
price for our freedom right here in this
country.

SGT MORGAN W. STRADER

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart and deep
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a
brave young man from Brownsburg, IN.
Sgt Morgan W. Strader, 23 years old,
died on November 12. After completing
his enlistment, Morgan voluntarily ex-
tended his service, choosing to accom-
pany his unit back to Irag—a selfless
choice that would cost him his life.
Morgan was shot while conducting
combat operations in the Al Anbar
Province of Iraq. With his entire life
before him, Morgan risked everything
to fight for the values Americans hold
close to our hearts, in a land halfway
around the world.

Before moving to Crossville, TN,
Morgan attended school in
Brownsburg. Morgan graduated from
high school and followed in his grand-
father’s footsteps by joining the mili-
tary. Morgan’s father, Gary, told the
Indianapolis Star that ‘‘He was a Ma-
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rine from the day that he was born . . .
His grandfather was in the Army dur-
ing Korea. He latched onto that and
loved it.” It was clear that from a
young age, Morgan felt compelled to
serve his country in the Armed Forces,
just as his grandfather had done.

Morgan was the thirty-seventh Hoo-
sier soldier to be killed while serving
his country in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. He was assigned to the Kilo Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, Regi-
mental Combat Team-1, 1st Marine Di-
vision, Camp Pendleton, CA. This brave
young soldier leaves behind his father
and stepmother, Gary and Janet; his
mother and stepfather, Linda and Tim-
othy; his grandparents, Onza and Es-
telle Morgan; his grandfather, William
Strader; his sisters, Amber, Jessica and
Rachel; and his brothers, Brian, Chris
and Matthew.

Today, I join Morgan’s family, his
friends and the entire Hoosier commu-
nity in mourning his death. While we
struggle to bear our sorrow over this
loss, we can also take pride in the ex-
ample he set, bravely fighting to make
the world a safer place. It is his cour-
age and strength of character that peo-
ple will remember when they think of
Morgan, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief.

Morgan was known for his dedication
to family and his love of country. When
looking back on Morgan’s life, his fa-
ther, Gary, recalled to the Indianapolis
Star a conversation that he had with
his son shortly before his departure for
a second tour in Iraq. Gary was trying
to convince his son that he had done
his part and his service was complete.
Morgan told his father upon deciding
to reenlist, ‘“ Dad, the guys in my unit
aren’t experienced in this . . . I need to
help them.” Morgan died in the same
fashion in which he had lived by put-
ting the well-being of others before his
own. Today and always, Morgan will be
remembered by family members,
friends and fellow Hoosiers as a true
American hero and we honor the sac-
rifice he made while dutifully serving
his country.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Morgan’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: “We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Morgan’s actions
will live on far longer than any record
of these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Morgan W. Strader in the official
record of the U.S. Senate for his serv-
ice to this country and for his profound
commitment to freedom, democracy
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and peace. When I think about this just
cause in which we are engaged, and the
unfortunate pain that comes with the
loss of our heroes, I hope that families
like Morgan’s can find comfort in the
words of the prophet Isaiah who said,
‘““He will swallow up death in victory;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears
from off all faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with Mor-
gan.

———

FAREWELL

Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President and col-
leagues, the last time anyone does any-
thing in their career or in their life, I
think it is a time for a certain degree
of sadness and a certain degree of nos-
talgic remembrance of the times past.
This evening will probably be my last
opportunity to address this body as a
Member, as a Member of the Senate,
representing my great and wonderful
State of Louisiana.

While some would say, well, it has to
be a very difficult time to speak for the
last time on the floor of the Senate,
looking back at all the great memo-
ries, I look back with nothing but
great pleasure over the many years I
have spent in the Senate as well as in
the House of Representatives.

I have been very honored to serve and
be elected seven times to the other
body, serving 14 years as a Member of
the House, representing southwest
Louisiana—it was a great and wonder-
ful time—and then moving on to the
Senate 18 years ago, representing the
entire State of Louisiana.

So when you look back over those
years, I think a lot of people would say:
Well, it is your last speech, and it must
be a very nostalgic time, and you real-
ly are sad. I am not. I am pleased. I am
happy. I am overwhelmed with the op-
portunity that was presented to me for
those 32 years in the Congress to serve
the people of Liouisiana in one capacity
or another, both in the House, as well
as in this Chamber.

Thirty-five years ago, I, with my
wife, came to Washington for the very
first time as a young staff person, leg-
islative assistant, having just gotten
out of law school. I worked in the Sev-
enth Congressional District office for
then-Congressman Edwin Edwards. It
was a great learning period for me.

Shortly after serving as a staff per-
son, there was a vacancy that was cre-
ated, and I ran for that vacancy as a
young 28-year-old member of the Bar
Association in my State. I ran for Con-
gress and had a slogan I remember
back then, when I was 28, when I was
running for Congress for the first time.
My slogan was: ‘‘Experience makes the
difference.”

Most of the people I was running
against were old enough to be my
grandfather or grandparent, certainly
old enough to be my parent. Yet I had
the audacity to print the slogan on a
bumper sticker that ‘‘Experience
makes the difference.”



November 18, 2004

Of course, it aggravated the heck out
of all the people I was running against
because they said: How dare someone
28 years old talk about experience
making the difference; He has none.

Well, I was the only person running
who ever worked in a congressional of-
fice in Washington. I was the only per-
son who had ever run a congressional
office in the district. And I was the
only lawyer who was running. I told
the people in that first race that we
were electing someone to go to Wash-
ington and make laws, and I was the
only lawyer running. Therefore, they
should vote for me.

That went over fairly well for a pe-
riod of time until all of my opponents
realized 98 percent of the people were
not lawyers, and about 100 percent of
them hated lawyers. So as soon as they
started articulating that different
viewpoint on the function of lawyers, 1
started going down in the polls, and
thank goodness the election was only a
couple weeks later.

To make a long story short, we were
elected back in 1972 and came to Wash-
ington. I came with my wife Lois and
two very small children, John, Jr., and
Bill Breaux. I remember we had to rent
a U-Haul truck to come to Washington.
I had never had an opportunity to be up
here. We came up, and I will always re-
member this: When we left Louisiana,
my two sons did not want to go. My
youngest son, the night before we left,
when he was saying his prayers, said:
Goodbye, God. We are moving to Wash-
ington.

My oldest son, who was about 4 or 5
at the time, ran away to a neighbor’s
house and crawled under the house. In
Louisiana, the houses are built off the
ground. He ran under the house and
would not come out. And we had my
mom Katie, my dad Ezra, my father-in-
law Lloyd, and my mother-in-law Doris
who were all there watching us get into
the U-Haul to go to Washington, and I
had to crawl under the house and lit-
erally drag John, Jr., out from under
the house and make him get into the
U-Haul truck so we could move to
Washington. I finally got him here.

We came to Washington. I will al-
ways remember we came here on a Sat-
urday. I wanted to go to see the Capitol
because I knew it was going to be such
an impressive place. I remember that
night the Marine Corps Band was play-
ing, how they do in the springtime.
They have concerts. They used to do
that on the front steps. And they were
having a concert. I thought they were
playing the concert for me.

We were so delighted as a family to
be able to see our first impressions of
the U.S. Capitol, with the playing of
the band on a wonderful evening. It
was a great memory then, and it is still
a great memory 35 years later.

In those days when I was in the
House, we had an arrangement, if you
will. In those days when I arrived here,
Carl Albert was Speaker of the House.
And then Tip O’Neill became the
Democratic leader and Speaker of the
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House, and Bob Michel was the Repub-
lican leader. And Tip O’Neill and Bob
Michel probably differed as much as
any two people you could possibly
know in terms of philosophy in how
Government should work. Tip O’Neill
was an FDR liberal Democrat from
Massachusetts, and Bob Michel was
from Peoria, IL, a middle America Re-
publican. They did not agree on how
Government should work necessarily
from a philosophical standpoint, but
they knew how to make Government
work.

They spoke more in one day back
then than some of the leaders later on
spoke in a year because the House
changed to a position where now many
times leaders do not speak to each
other. I would suggest that government
was not any worse off when you had a
Tip O’Neill and a Bob Michel traveling
together, playing golf together, drink-
ing in the evening and having a cock-
tail together, playing golf together,
betting on sporting events together,
which I know they did because they
had a relationship that allowed them
to find out, What do we have to do to
accomplish what we both realize is best
for this country? They were able to do
that in a way that I thought was in-
credibly effective.

Hale Boggs swore me in to the House
of Representatives, a truly great ma-
jority leader. I learned a great deal
from him and had a great deal of re-
spect for everything he taught me and
taught so many.

That was back then. My two sons,
who were crawling and saying their
prayers before bed, are both 38 years of
age. My oldest daughter, Beth, is 34
and is married to a wonderful person
named Jeff Shepardson; and now we
have three beautiful grandchildren,
Anna Kate, Campbell, and C.J.
Shepardson, age 2. Also, my youngest
daughter, Julie, is now 28.

So after you have been here a while,
you wake up one day and say where has
all the time gone and how fast it went.
I think about that often, but I also
think about all of the wonderful things
I have been privileged to witness,
watch, and participate in, in those 32
years in Congress. It has been a real
privilege and pleasure. I have had the
honor of serving with three great Sen-
ators, including Russell Long, when he
was the senior Senator from Louisiana
and I was a House Member. I remember
coming over to see Russell when I first
got into the House of Representatives.
I wanted to come and pay my respects.
I had been in Congress about a week.
So I came over to the Senate and
walked up in the Senate office building
to see Russell Long. I remember get-
ting on the elevator and it went up to
the second floor. The door opened and
Senator Jim Eastland from Mississippi
got on. He looked at me—and I was on
the Members elevator, which shows
you the audacity I had even then. He
looked at me and said, ‘‘Hey, boy, what
are you doing here?” I said, “I am a
Congressman and I am going to see
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Russell Long.” He said, ‘“You’re not a
Congressman.”’ I said, ‘‘Yes, sir, I am.”
He looked at me and walked off the ele-
vator. Those Members are so wonderful
to look back on, and it is interesting to
see how things have developed.

I learned a great deal from Russell
Long. He taught me how to work with
people. He could get more done in the
evening over a bottle of bourbon than
we can get done by having months and
months of hearings and hours of debate
because he knew how to bring people
together. He had an incredibly great
personality and sense of history of
where he came from. And he learned
from his father who also served in this
body.

I also served with Bennett Johnston,
a great person who could work both
sides of the aisle. He became chairman
of the Energy Committee and senior
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Bennett was outstanding. It
was interesting because we never had a
cross word politically. A lot of Mem-
bers, I think, have natural competition
between Members of the same State,
particularly if they are in different
parties. I have had the fortune to serve
only with members of the Democratic
Party in the Senate. Bennett and I had
a wonderful working relationship. He
would take the lead on some things,
and I would try to take the lead on oth-
ers. It was a wonderful relationship.

In the last several years, it has been
MARY LANDRIEU, who I have seen de-
velop into one of the greatest politi-
cians and greatest leaders of our State.
She comes from a great tradition, a
long tradition of outstanding public
servants in the State of Louisiana, par-
ticularly in the city of New Orleans.
She learned from the masters, and the
masters were her parents, brothers and
sisters. They were all involved and
they do a wonderful job in representing
our State in so many different capac-
ities.

So I have had a wonderful oppor-
tunity to serve with people from my
State who have been friends and out-
standing colleagues, along with all of
the other folks that we have had the
opportunity to serve with. I have
looked at meeting people in Congress
not just as colleagues who were elected
to public office, but I looked at each
one of them as a potential friend. I
learned a long time ago that you have
to understand where people come from
to appreciate what they are all about.
I think many times we take a position
automatically that we don’t like some-
one because of where they are from or
what party they are in, without delving
into their backgrounds, why they say
what they say, and who helps develop
those ideas.

I remember when I was in the House,
I served on the Public Works Com-
mittee with Bella Abzug, who many
thought was the most liberal person in
the Congress. I remember Bella Abzug
telling me, you know, where I come
from, in my congressional district,
they think I am too conservative. She
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had the type of district that encour-
aged her and helped her and pushed her
to represent the people as they wanted
to be represented in the Congress of the
United States. So if you understand
where people come from and under-
stand their background and who they
represent, I think it helps you under-
stand how people of different positions
can be friends, because they are truly
trying to represent their States the
best they can. It is not just because of
their politics but because of where they
are from.

Let me say one other thing that I
think we need to pay attention to in
this body, the Senate. That is, we
should not let outside forces dictate to
us how we treat each other and how we
work together. Many times, when
Democrats have a caucus lunch on
Tuesday right outside this Chamber,
Republicans are having theirs separate
from us at the same time. Many times,
we hear people call in from the outside
who are in public relations, PR men
and women and pollsters, who spend an
inordinate amount of time telling us
how we can take actions that will show
how the other side is wrong and we are
right. Right across the hall, the Repub-
licans are hearing some of the same
type of public relation firms arguing to
them how they can posture themselves
to be able to blame the Democrats for
failure.

Back in the old days, we used to do
all this together. People would stand
up and give their position, and the
other side would give theirs and find
out we are trying to accomplish the
same thing, coming at it from slightly
different venues and in a slightly dif-
ferent direction. I always feel that if
you only listen to yourself, you are
only going to hear an echo and you are
never going to disagree. That is why it
is so important to hear the other side,
listen to what the other side has to
say, understand what they say. You
don’t have to agree with them, but I
think you are a better person if you
understand and your position becomes
stronger if you know what the other
side is going to argue. It makes your
position better and stronger.

But you also must realize that nei-
ther party has a monopoly on the
truth. Both sides have good ideas. The
real answer to this body and the House,
and for democracies everywhere, is try-
ing to take the best of what both sides
can offer and blend them in a package
that simply makes Government work
for all of us. People back home are not
so much concerned about who wins and
loses as they are about whether we are
getting the job done. Congress does not
have to be like a Super Bowl. In the
Super Bowl, you have to have one team
that is going to win and one that will
lose. If there is a tie, they have a play-
off and go into overtime until one team
wins and one team loses. There is noth-
ing wrong with the Congress trying to
find ways to reach agreement and
blending the best from both sides and
coming up with something so that ev-
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erybody wins. Then we can argue and
fight over which team won. That way,
I can go back to Louisiana and tell
them look what I did, and somebody
from Texas or Illinois can go back to
their State and say look what I did.
And that is fine, because we can argue
about success and not debate over fail-
ure and whose fault it was. The Amer-
ican people would be better served if
the debate here could be a debate about
how we accomplish something as op-
posed to why we didn’t get anything
done.

I leave with a great deal of apprecia-
tion for everybody who helped me, in-
cluding my staff, many of whom are in
the gallery. They helped me every day
over and above the call of duty. I also
thank the people on the floor with me,
including Diana Bostic and so many of
the friends we have worked with, like
Lula, who was with Senator Long be-
fore, and all of the other people. This
has been a joint venture, to say the
least. I leave with a great deal of opti-
mism.

I am not leaving because I am un-
happy or because I am mad. I have en-
joyed every single minute of it. I have
to admit that some minutes I have en-
joyed more than others, but by and
large it has been a great and wonderful
experience. I give nothing but the very
best to my colleagues and wish them
nothing but the very best in the future.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

———

TRIBUTES TO RETIRING
SENATORS

JOHN BREAUX
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am for-
tunate enough to have been here to
hear my colleague from Louisiana give
his farewell speech. It was my good for-
tune to have served with him both in
the House and in the Senate. He is one
of the favorites of both sides of the
aisle. It is an amazing tribute to JOHN
and his political career that he does
have so many friends in the Senate.
From the liberal wing to the conserv-
ative wing, Republicans, Democrats,
North, South, East and West, you like
JOHN BREAUX. You like him because he
is a genuine person and also because he
comes from a State that is a lot of fun
and he is a lot of fun. Some of my best
memories of JOHN are his hard work
here and then his hard play at home.

When he would invite us to New Orle-
ans for a Democratic leadership con-
ference and other meetings and show
us his major city in his home State, it
was always a treat.

Then occasionally he would export a
little bit of Louisiana to Washington
and to the site of the Democratic Con-
vention, and it was always a sellout
event. People wanted to be there. JOHN
never let them down. I saw him at the
Los Angeles Convention where he gave
a little party—and I use that term ad-
visedly. It was not little at all, it was
a big party. He was dressed in a cos-
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tume for Mardis Gras that would have
put Elvis Presley to shame. It was an
amazing array of gold and sequins, the
likes of which I have never seen. He
looked so much at home in that outfit.

I said to him: How do the people back
in Louisiana take to that Kkind of
dress?

He said: You know, they would throw
me out of office if I didn’t do these
things. They expect that of me.

I also went down to New Orleans with
him and saw him in a musical perform-
ance with a zydeco band. He has musi-
cal talent most people don’t know
about.

I tell you these things because people
who follow the Senate, hear the speech-
es, look at positions on issues and look
at the party labels, forget that behind
each and every one of us is a real life
story.

I love the story of your family com-
ing to Washington, JOHN. It is a beau-
tiful story of packing up the kids and
your first impression. Every one of us
has that story to tell. There are new
Senators coming and saving up those
stories in their own minds for the day
they stand behind that desk to say
what it means to be one of the few
Americans given a chance to serve in
this great Chamber.

We are going to miss JOHN BREAUX
and all that he brought to the Senate
and all he brought to this Nation. He
has been a problem solver. He has tried
to reach across the aisle over and over
to create bipartisan coalitions. Some-
times I was with him; sometimes I was
not. It did not make any difference be-
cause it was a good-faith effort on JOHN
BREAUX’s part to serve his State and
this Nation.

He has had a great career in the
House and the Senate. His departure
will leave a gap in terms of quality
that many of us will work hard to fill.
JOHN, I am honored I could serve with
you and that I could hear your parting
remarks this evening. I wish you and
your family the very best.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

FRITZ HOLLINGS

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few minutes to talk
about our departing colleagues. I am
going to start with the senior Senator
from South Carolina, the senior Sen-
ator after many years of waiting in the
wings, and that is Senator FRITZ HOL-
LINGS.

I first got to know FRITZ HOLLINGS
after I came to the Senate in 1986. My
wife Annette and I have worked with
FRITZ and his wife Peatsy. We have
traveled around the United States with
them. We have been with them in their
home. We visited them in Charleston.
We traveled around the world with
them.

He is a unique individual, to say the
least, but he has had, as the Presiding
Officer knows, a distinguished career
as a State Senator in his native South
Carolina and then lieutenant governor
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