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work with the sole purpose of helping
others to reach their full potential. At
the core of his being was his deep com-
mitment and love for his people, the
Chippewa Cree. Through them, his leg-
acy continues.

As a great leader, Roddy personified
the meaning of commitment, vision
and honor. His people, Indian Country,
the United States of America and the
world are better for having been wit-
ness to his life on earth.e

————
BENJAMIN CARSON

e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, today it
is my privilege to honor an Oregon
Veteran Hero. On December 12, 1941, 18-
year-old Benjamin Carson left his fam-
ily dairy farm in rural Minnesota to
join the United States Marine Corps.
He would join a long family legacy of
military service. Carson’s grand-
father’s grandfather was in the Revolu-
tionary War, his great grandfather
served in the Civil War, his dad fought
in World War I, and he would soon fight
in World War II. Though all were
wounded in battle, none of them died
as a result of their service.

After arriving in San Diego at the
U.S. Marine recruit depot, Carson
began a strict training regimen. A
month later, he graduated from recruit
school and volunteered to go to war
immediately. Carson was interviewed
by James Roosevelt’s son who asked
him four questions—what he did for a
living, whether he could swim, whether
he could march 30 miles a day on a cup
of rice, and how often did he go to Sun-
day School. Carson must have given
the correct answers because 4 days
later he was selected for duty.

Carson left that day with members of
the 2nd Marine Raider Battalion com-
manded by Colonel Carlson, known
today as ‘‘Carlson’s Raiders.” Carson
was selected for a special unit because
of his strong swimming skills. On Au-
gust 8, 1942, Carson joined more than
200 men on submarines headed for the
Makin Islands. Their objective was to
destroy enemy installations, gather in-
formation, and divert Japanese atten-
tion from the Solomons.

Fighting broke out nearly imme-
diately as Carlson’s men landed ashore
on August 17, 1942. About 30 men were
lost and another 16 wounded. Under
fierce opposition, Colonel Carlson made
a decision to withdraw back to the
original landing site and launched his
boats for a return to sea. However,
since morning the surf had kicked up
considerably, and with their outboard
motors repeatedly swamped, relatively
few of the boats could make it out
through the breakers. Many capsized,
and most of the marines were cast back
onto the beach. Carson was one of the
few that survived.

In November of 1942, Carson was sent
to Guadacanal. He was overseas fight-
ing in various battles until January of
1944, when he was sent home for a 30-
day furlough at which time he met his
future wife. He married Helen on May
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5, 1944, and two days later shipped out
to battle again.

On February 19, 1945, Carson was a
squad leader in the 5th wave to hit Red
Beach in Guadacanal. The fighting was
intense and men were dropping quick-
ly. With only nine of his men left, Car-
son was shot in the arm. He spent 5
weeks in a hospital base on Pearl Har-
bor and received the Purple Heart for
his injuries. He was discharged on Jan-
uary 6, 1946 after the war had ended.

Carson went to college on the GI Bill
and received a degree in Forestry from
Iowa State College. He went on to work
for the Forest Service and maintained
an active lifestyle with his wife and
two sons. Eventually the couple moved
to Oregon, where they have lived since
1978.

Carson says his military experience
has very much shaped his life. His
sense of duty to his country and the
people who have died in the name of
freedom has never left him. Nearly 60
years after the famous battle on Makin
Island, Carson participated in a cam-
paign to recover the dead. In 2001, au-
thorities located 19 bodies on Makin Is-
land, all American servicemen. Carson
says it was extremely gratifying to be
able to offer some closure for the fami-
lies of the deceased.

Though he has an artificial shoulder
from the injuries he suffered while shot
in battle, Carson still travels and
works on his farm. He and his wife vol-
unteer with the Mercy Corps and re-
cently traveled to Uzbekistan, where
they helped teach Uzbeks about agri-
culture.

For his selfless service to others, and
to the United States in times of war, I
salute Benjamin Carson as an Oregon
Veteran Hero.e

———

NEW JERSEY COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

e Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the decade of eco-
nomic development and social service
leadership provided to my State by the
New Jersey Community Development
Corporation. NJCDC’s success has been
widely and deservedly acknowledged.
And the foundation for that success is
the complete commitment to its mis-
sion of revitalizing urban areas
through job creation, affordable hous-
ing, educational initiatives and effec-
tive and pragmatic social support serv-
ices.

Established in Paterson, NJ, the city
planned by Alexander Hamilton as this
country’s premier urban industrial cen-
ter, NJCDC has built a corporate model
for grassroots advocacy and activism
based on Paterson’s tradition of cul-
tural diversity and industrial vitality.

The agency is the linchpin of a col-
laborative network of community, edu-
cational and government organizations
and agencies. The results of this part-
nership are notable: an AmeriCorps
project enlisting volunteers as mentors
to at-risk youth and support compan-
ions for the frail elderly; community
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economic development and restoration
efforts including the refurbishing of
Paterson’s historic raceway system
and its Great Falls Historic District;
the establishment of a transportation
opportunities center to provide job
training and jobs for a disadvantaged
population; building and operating
housing for homeless youth and the
homeless mentally ill population; com-
munity residences and day programs to
help developmentally disabled adults
lead independent lives; educational ini-
tiatives including an alternative acad-
emy high school for inner-city students
and a YouthBuild program; and one of
my own priorities, financial literacy
programs leading to economic security
for inner-city and senior populations.

All of this in the relatively short
span of 10 years.

I am pleased to enter this tribute
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, with
every expectation for NJCDC’s contin-
ued achievements.e®

———

MEL SHELTON, EDUCATOR AND
INSPIRATION TO MANY

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize an Idahoan of excep-
tional talent. Many possess remarkable
talents, but this individual stands out
because he has used his gifts to enrich
the lives of others, educate young peo-
ple, inspire creativity and provide
beauty and drama that resides in the
music of the heart. Mel Shelton,
former Boise High School Band Direc-
tor, Bose State University, BSU, Direc-
tor of Bands and Professor of Music
Education, member of the Boise Phil-
harmonic, conductor and soloist with
the Boise Municipal Band, founder and
conductor of the Treasure Valley Con-
cert Band, retired Professor Emeritus,
Director of Bands from BSU, and inter-
nationally recognized composer has
proven to be an exemplary artist, pas-
sionate and driven educator and dedi-
cated citizen.

Mel has pushed countless students to
reach out to the furthest boundaries of
their talent and energy. He has exposed
young musicians to new places and for-
eign countries, providing them with ex-
periences that they will be able to draw
artistic inspiration from for the rest of
their lives. His incredible orchestral
and band compositions are interpreta-
tions of profound life experiences. His
exposure to and friendship with stu-
dents from the Basque community in
Boise, incidentally the largest such
community in the nation, inspired him
to compose the first Basque music spe-
cifically published for concert band
media. Some of the most rugged peaks
of Idaho, the Grand Tetons, were the
inspiration for a piece by the same
name. Mel also composed a work in
honor of fallen wildland firefighters re-
cently entitled ‘“Requiem for Wildfire
Heroes.”” These and many other of
Mel’s works have been on ‘‘Required
Lists” for contests and festivals
throughout the country, and he has
been the well-deserved recipient of
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many distinguished local,
international awards.

Mel says, ‘‘Music is a picture painted
on a background of silence. It is unique
in that it allows our brain to see with
our ears and hear with our hearts.”” Mel
Shelton transforms the mystery and
passion of Idaho and its citizens from
the transcendent to the realm of the
discernable, unlocking our ability to
appreciate Idaho’s heritage and beauty.
I commend him on his lifelong dedica-
tion to music, to Idaho’s children, and
remarkable accomplishments as a mas-
ter in his field.®

———

INDIANA SERVICE LEADERS
SUMMIT

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I wish to
tell you about the extraordinary young
Hoosiers I recently had the privilege to
meet. Last month, I hosted my second
annual Service Leaders Summit to
honor high school students from across
Indiana for their service and dedication
to their communities and hopefully to
inspire them to continue serving
throughout their lives.

The young men and women I met last
month have answered the call to serv-
ice. Some of them have helped build
homes, some tutored and mentored
younger students, and others have
raised money to support cancer re-
search and to feed the hungry. Several
of the young men and women started
service clubs on their own to address
the problems in their schools and com-
munities. Each one of the students I
met spent hours making a difference in
their hometowns and together they
have impacted the lives of thousands of
Hoosiers.

The student leaders heard from Hoo-
siers of all backgrounds who have cho-
sen to dedicate their lives to serving
others. The speakers focused on the dif-
ferent aspects that make up a success-
ful service project: inspiration, organi-
zation, dedication, evaluation and re-
flection. Following the speeches, the
students and I prepared care packages
to send to Hoosier troops serving in
Iraq. Later, the students planted near-
ly 170 trees at a local park. Through
their work together, these student
leaders were able to experience the dra-
matic results from the power of serv-
ice.

Robert F. Kennedy once said that
‘“Some men see things as they are and
say ‘Why?’ I dream of things that never
were and say, ‘Why not?’”’ Each one of
these young men and women have al-
ready asked themselves ‘“‘why not?”
and have worked to make positive
changes in their communities. They
represent a new generation of promise
with the potential to make a real dif-
ference across Indiana and the Nation.

I would like to thank each one of the
following individuals for participating
in the summit and for their service to
their communities: Jennifer Ahoni,
Kayla Ambers, Ashley Amerman,
Carrie Anderson, Emily Backer, Kristy
Backfish, Robin Baker, Shayla
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Bearman, Jennifer Behzadi, William
Bennett, Hannah Bessinger, Natalie
Binkholder, Joseph Bizjak, Allison

Blumenthal, Jessica Bougs, Theodore
Bourke, Josh Bowman, Eric Brichto,
Bethany Brisco, Benjamin Brock,
Sabrina Bruce, Stefan Burk, Mitch
Burk, Jennifer Burks, Tyler Camp,
Stacey Carroll, David Chan, Abby
Charlesworth, Maria Clark, Chelsie
Clausar, Michael Coffee, Nick Creager,

Kelley Day, Jill Devine, Sydney
DeVries, Caitlin DeWater, Lauren
Dinsmore, Shane Dixon, Danielle
Dresner, Stefanie Dyar, Chloie

Eavinger, Kahler Elliott, Alyssa Flan-
nery, Jeniece Fleming, Michelle Foisy,
John Ford, Matthew Frye, Marcus
Gadison, Christina Gephart, Julie
Gidley, Emily Giles, Matt Green, Ni-
cole Hakes, Deiter Hammerstein,
Katelyn Hausman, Jennifer Hayden,
Cory Heimann, Kristy Hentchel, Eric
Hilton, Lorin Hinsberger, Daniel
Hodgkiss, Julia Horn, Yin Huang, Mau-
rice Jackson, Jonathan Jackson, Ryan
Johnson, Jonathan Jones, Amanda
Jursic, Caitlin Kelley, Krystle King,
Kyle Kinnett, Becky Klimaszewski,
Lana Knox, Jeremy Kunzman, Andrew
Landis, Michelle Lavengood, Alyssa
Lee, Kara Levell, Cassandra Lewis,
Kristen Liming, Cara Lonis, Lauren
Looney, Shandra Lynch, Kevina Lyons,
Connie Mach, Meredith Marschand,
Krystle Martin, Emelie Martlage,
Sarah Matney, Mallory McClain, Ber-
nie McGee, Brittney McPheeters,
Lauren Mesinger, Bryan Meyer, Andrea
Miller, Mark Modesitt, Jessica Moore,
Alex Munder, Cassie Myers, Jessica
Niksich, Collin Northcutt, Tyler Orem,
Nick Oschman, Elizabeth Otte, Joyce
Partyka, Heather Peebles, Steven
Pelych, Monica Poplawski, Kolin
Pound, Sheena Reed, Sieyda Requeno,
Meredith Ress, Elizabeth Rice, Rachel

Robbins, Brooke Robertson, Ashley
Rodarmel, Zach Rodgers, Chantal
Roullins, Kimberly Roush, Ben

Schrodt, Allison Shafer, Megan Sikes,
Jessica Singleton, Anthony Smith,
Larissa Smith, Kristen Stout, Hannah
Streeval, James Strycker, Randall
Suggs, Kate Summers, Megan Suther-
land, Katie Terrell, Lindsay Terry,
Tracey Todd, David Toupin, Nicole
Tow, Lyndsay Trauner, Brandon Tuck-
er, Melissa Van Westrum, James
Victery, Ryan Waggoner, Ben Walker,
Shaun Wendel, Lauren Wendling, Sarah
Wermuth, Alexander Whiteman, J.D.
Willett, Chase Winkle, Olivia Worland,
Taryn Zubel.®

————

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM AND CONNIE
HUDGENS

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize a couple of my con-
stituents who are celebrating their
70th wedding anniversary. William
Randle and Connie Marie Hudgens cele-
brated their anniversary on November
10th.

Mr. Hudgens was born in
Cornersville, AR, January 16, 1915. He
moved to England, AR, in 1922 where he
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met and married his bride, Connie
Marie Saulter, born in England Janu-
ary 4, 1917.

They were married in the bride’s
home in England November 10, 1934.

Mr. Hudgens is a retired farmer and
heavy equipment operator. He helped
with the construction of Interstates 30
and 40. Mrs. Hudgens retired from Wal-
Mart and worked many other jobs be-
fore. But her most important and re-
warding job was as a wife and mother.

They have two daughters, Joyce
Cates of North Little Rock and Sandra
Evans of Lonoke.

They are also blessed with 6 grand-
children and 6 great-grandchildren.

Mr. and Mrs. Hudgens now reside in
Lonoke where they attend, and Mr.
Hudgens is a deacon emeritus of
Lonoke Baptist Church.e

———

TRIBUTE TO NORM NIELSEN

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I want
to salute Norm Nielsen, president of
Kirkwood Community College in Cedar
Rapids, IO, on his upcoming retire-
ment. Dr. Nielsen has served the col-
lege and the greater community with
dedication through both good and dif-
ficult times. During his tenure, and be-
cause of his commitment, talent and
hard work, Kirkwood Community Col-
lege has become a major contributor to
economic development in Eastern
Iowa.

During Dr. Nielsen’s illustrious 18-
year tenure at Kirkwood, the college
has become the third largest institu-
tion of higher education in Iowa. Its
excellence has been recognized with
numerous honors and awards. For ex-
ample, Kirkwood was named by the Na-
tional Alliance of Business as its 2000-
01 Community College of the Year.

I have known Norm for many years. I
respect him as a true visionary who
has helped to shape and transform the
mission of our Nation’s community
college system. I respect him as a
builder of programs and partnerships
focused to enhance the quality of life
in BEastern Iowa. Most of all, I respect
Norm as a builder of people, a dedi-
cated educator who believes in the
transforming power of higher edu-
cation and advanced training.

I salute Norm for his extraordinary
work over the years in improving
Iowa’s community college system. I
know that we can count on him to con-
tinue to play a contributing role even
in retirement.

Norm Nielsen’s leadership will be
missed. But he will leave Kirkwood
Community College in good hands, as
Mick Starcevich takes over as presi-
dent. Dr. Starcevich was previously su-
perintendent of Prairie Community
School District. Norm Nielsen is a
tough act to follow, but I know that
Mick is superbly qualified to take on
the challenge of leading Kirkwood
Community College into the future.e
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