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children, of spouses killed on active
duty would be increased by $250 a
month, for 2 years, beginning on the
date when entitlement to benefits be-
gins. A VA contracted study found that
spouses with children had a higher
level of unmet need than spouses with-
out children. This provision is included
to further aid the transition of sur-
viving spouses with dependent -chil-
dren. We must make every effort to
make certain that the families of
servicemembers who paid the ultimate
sacrifice have their needs met.

Owning a home of one’s own is the
American Dream. This legislation
would make that dream a reality for
more of our veterans by increasing the
maximum amount of the VA home loan
guaranty. The current VA loan limit of
$240,000 restricts beneficiaries from
using the guaranty because it is insuf-
ficient to cover median housing prices
in many parts of the Nation. Section
403 of the Compromise Agreement
would increase the maximum VA loan
amount to $333,700. It would also index
the loan limit to 25 percent of the con-
forming loan limit for a single-family
residence as set by Freddie Mac. This
would allow the loan limit to continue
to rise with the cost of housing infla-
tion automatically. This change, cou-
pled with the reinstatement of the VA
adjustable rate mortgage loan program
and improvement of the hybrid adjust-
able rate mortgage loan program will
allow many more veterans to be able to
purchase a home.

The second half of the American
Dream is a college education. Edu-
cational assistance is provided to the
surviving spouse of a servicemember or
veteran who died of a service-con-
nected injury, or the spouse of a vet-
eran who is rated by VA to be totally
and permanently disabled. The spouse
has 10 years to use the entitlement.
However, many surviving spouses, dur-
ing this difficult transitional period,
are busy raising children and working
making it impossible to use the edu-
cation benefit. This legislation would
give an additional 10 years to the sur-
viving spouse of a servicemember who
died of a service-connected disability
to use the benefit.

Under current law, a member of the
Selected Reserve or National Guard
must contribute a non-refundable $1,200
in order to participate in the Mont-
gomery GI Bill education program.
However, a member of the Selected Re-
serve must spend 1 year on active duty
before being eligible for the program.
Section 109 of the committee bill would
create flexibility and allow the Mont-
gomery GI Bill participation fee to be
collected not later than 1 year after
the completion of 2 years of active
duty, ensuring that the Reserve or
Guard has become eligible by satis-
fying the service requirement.

With the costs of attending college
rising, it is important that we do as
much for our veterans as possible so
that they may reach their academic
objectives. This legislation would allow
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VA to reimburse eligible beneficiaries
for the cost of certain national admis-
sion tests, such as the Law School Ad-
mission Test, Graduate Record Exam,
Graduate Management Admission Test,
and Scholastic Aptitude Test, and for
course credit at institutions of higher
learning, such as the Advanced Place-
ment Exam and College-Level Exam-
ination Program.

In Kkeeping with this committee’s
continuing effort to aid veterans in at-
taining appropriate education and em-
ployment opportunities, this legisla-
tion improves the full-time apprentice-
ship and on-job training programs
under the MGIB. Section 103 of the
Compromise Agreement, for more than
a 2-year period, would increase the full-
time VA monthly educational assist-
ance allowance payable to individuals
participating in these training pro-
grams. For the first 6 months of train-
ing, the monthly benefit would in-
crease to 85 percent from 75 percent;
for the second 6 months, 65 percent
from 55 percent; and the remainder of
months, 45 percent from 35 percent. Ad-
ditionally, Section 104 of the Com-
promise Agreement authorizes VA to
pay educational benefits to veterans
participating in competency-based ap-
prenticeships, in addition to time-
based apprenticeships, bringing the VA
program in line with the way most ap-
prenticeship programs are structured
today.

These provisions show our veterans
America’s continuing unwavering sup-
port of the service and sacrifice that
they have made on behalf of this coun-
try. Particularly at a time when we are
at war, we must ensure our
servicemembers that we will fulfill the
commitment promised by Abraham
Lincoln, ‘“‘to care for him that shall
have borne the battle and for his widow
and his orphan.”

In conclusion, I would like to specifi-
cally thank Senator SPECTER and his
benefits staff for their work on this
comprehensive bill, specifically Bill
Tuerk, Jon Towers and Chris
McNamee, and my staff, Buddy Menn,
Mary Schoelen, Dahlia Melendrez, Ted
Pusey, Amanda Krohn, and Tandy Bar-
rett, who recently left the committee,
for all of their hard work in helping to
put this legislation together. I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation
on behalf of America’s veterans and
their families.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD following this statement.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to, the
committee amendment, as amended, be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
a third time and passed, the amend-
ment to the title be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, and that any statements
relating to the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The amendment (No. 4044) was agreed
to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2486), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

The title was amended so as to read:

“A Dbill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve and extend housing, edu-
cation, and other benefits under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes.”.

———

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER
9, 2004

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9; I further ask that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved, and the
Senate resume consideration of S. Res.
445, the Senate intelligence reform res-
olution; provided further that the time
until 11:15 be equally divided between
the two managers, with 30 minutes
under the control of Senator HARKIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENZI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

—————

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomorrow
the Senate will resume consideration
of the Senate intelligence reform reso-
lution. Under the previous order, each
of the remaining amendments in order
will be offered, and the time until 11:15
will be equally divided for debate on
the amendments. At 11:15 a.m., the
Senate will proceed to a stacked series
of votes on the remaining amendments,
to be followed by a vote on adoption of
the resolution, and a vote on the Har-
kin resolution.

Following disposition of the Senate
intelligence reform resolution, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the conference report to accompany
H.R. 4520, the FSC/ETI JOBS bill. It re-
mains my hope that we can expedite
consideration of the conference report,
but I would remind all Senators that a
cloture motion is pending and that
vote is now scheduled to occur at 1
p.m. on Sunday. If cloture is invoked,
we would hope that Members will allow
us to move forward with the vote on
passage at the earliest possible time.

The Senate may also take up the De-
partment of Defense authorization con-
ference report tomorrow or any appro-
priations conference report when it be-
comes available. I thank my colleagues
for their patience. Weekend sessions
are rare, but we have a lot of work to
accomplish prior to adjourning. That
work we will accomplish.



October 8, 2004

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. FRIST. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in adjournment under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:03 p.m., adjourned until Saturday,
October 9, 2004, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate October 8, 2004:

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

CAROLYN L. GALLAGHER, OF TEXAS, TO BE A GOV-
ERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE FOR
THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8,
2005, VICE ERENSTA BALLARD, RESIGNED.

LOUIS J. GIULIANO, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A GOVERNOR
OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE FOR A TERM
EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2009, VICE ALBERT CASEY.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE AND FOR REGULAR APPOINTMENT (IDENTIFIED
BY AN ASTERISK (*)) UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS
624 AND 531:

To be lieutenant colonel

STEVEN G. ALLRED, 0000
JOEL O. ALMOSARA, 0000
MARK J. ARMSTRONG, 0000
THOMAS A. BACON, 0000
ANNE H. BARRETT, 0000
MARK J. BATES, 0000

JOHN L. BELL JR., 0000
WILLIAM T. BENNETT, 0000
GREGORY D. BOBEL, 0000
LINDA L. BONNEL, 0000
LINDA S. BROECKL, 0000
DOUGLAS A. BURKETT, 0000
BRIAN G. CASLETON, 0000
ALICE S. CHAPMAN, 0000
JOHN T. CRIST, 0000

DARRIN L. CURTIS, 0000
RICHARD B. DELEON, 0000
KAREN S. FRALEY, 0000
MARKUS P. GMEHLIN, 0000
MARTHA D. GOFF, 0000
DANIEL J. GOLEN, 0000
REBA E. HARRIS, 0000

JANE E. HEETDERKSCOX, 0000
DAVID A. KAUTH, 0000
NANCY L. KLEIN, 0000

MARK A. LANGE, 0000

ABBIE K. LUCK, 0000

BRIAN B. MEIER, 0000

LUCIA E. MORE, 0000
TIMOTHY J. * MUKODA, 0000
JOSEPH J. NARRIGAN, 0000
RANDALL C. NEDEGAARD, 0000
DAVID K. NELSON, 0000
DEBRA ANN NOTTURNOBAYLEY, 0000
CRAIG A. OLSON, 0000

MARK S. OORDT, 0000

LISA T. PEGUES, 0000
RUSSELL L. PINARD, 0000
RONALD E. PORTE, 0000
PHILIP J. PREEN, 0000
ANDERSON B. ROWAN, 0000
MICHAEL B. SLACK, 0000
DAVID A. SMITH, 0000

CRAIG A. SMYSER, 0000
DAVID M. SONNTAG, 0000
SHARON L. SPRADLING, 0000
STEPHEN J. STOECKER, 0000
RONALD R. STUMBO, 0000
ROYCE M. TERRY, 0000
JONATHAN W. THOMAS, 0000
STEPHEN B. TUELLER, 0000
BRIAN L. WARRICK, 0000
JAMES D. WHITWORTH, 0000
ANNETTE J. WILLIAMSON, 0000
CHRISTOPHER A. D. WILLISTON, 0000
BRAD S. WINTERTON, 0000
JOHN R. WROCKLOFF, 0000

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE AND FOR REGULAR APPOINTMENT (IDENTIFIED
BY AN ASTERISK (*)) UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS
624 AND 531:

To be lieutenant colonel

DAVID C. ABRUZZI, 0000
RICHARD J. ADAMS, 0000
WALLACE L. ADDISON, 0000
RUSSELL G. ADELGREN, 0000
MARK L. * ADKINS, 0000
CARL W. AGAR, 0000
PATRICK A. AHLGRIMM, 0000
GREGORY C. AHLQUIST, 0000
PATRICK N. AHMANN, 0000

THERESA H. AINSWORTH, 0000
WILLARD B. AKINS II, 0000
JACQUELINE A. F. ALBRIGHT, 0000
VINCENT J. * ALCAZAR, 0000
ALEJANDRO J. ALEMAN, 0000
JEFFREY S. ALEXANDER, 0000
EDWARD D. ALLARD, 0000
JAMIE D. ALLEN, 0000

JOHN J. ALLEN, 0000

LISA C. ALLEN, 0000

MARK S. ALLEN, 0000

NEIL T. ALLEN, 0000
YOLANDA B. ALLEN, 0000
THOMAS P. ALLISON, 0000
DAVID L. ALMAND, 0000
THOMAS L. ALTO, 0000
DONATELLA D. ALVARADO, 0000
RICHARD C. AMBURN, 0000
STEVEN J. AMENT, 0000
KATHLEEN F. AMPONIN, 0000
BYRON B. ANDERSON, 0000
CHRISTINA M. ANDERSON, 0000
TIMOTHY D. ANDERSON, 0000
WILLIAM D. ANDERSON JR., 0000
JOSEPH F. ANGEL, 0000

JOHN S. R. ANTTONEN, 0000
REBECCA J. APPERT, 0000
ANDREW P. ARMACOST, 0000
ERIC L. ARMSTRONG, 0000
RUSSELL K. ARMSTRONG, 0000
DAVID C. ARNOLD, 0000
BRUCE A. ARRINGTON, 0000
CHRISTOPHER B. ASHBY, 0000
JOHN R. ASKREN, 0000

ROBIN D. ATHEY, 0000
LAWRENCE F. AUDET JR., 0000
MARK C. AUSTELL, 0000
RICHARD J. AUTHIER JR., 0000
CHRISTOPHER P. AZZANO, 0000
DOYLE R. * BABE, 0000

SCOTT E. BABOS, 0000
LEEMON C. BAIRD III, 0000
STACEE N. BAKO, 0000
SANFORD H. * BALKAN, 0000
DOUGLAS A. BALLINGER, 0000
KEVIN E. BANNISTER, 0000
KEVIN D. BARKER, 0000
DAVID W. BARNES, 0000
BRUCE C. BARTHOLOMEW, 0000
CATHY J. BARTHOLOMEW, 0000
PETER D. BASTIEN, 0000
ANDREW H. BATTEN, 0000
TONY D. BAUERNFEIND, 0000
KRIS A. BAUMAN, 0000

PAUL E. BAUMAN, 0000

DAVID J. BAYLOR, 0000
CHARLES E. BEAM, 0000

JOHN D. BEAN, 0000

BARRY D. BEAVERS, 0000
MATTHEW J. BECKAGE, 0000
BRIAN R. BEERS, 0000
MICHAEL D. BEESON, 0000
PAUL R. BEINEKE, 0000
THOMAS A. * BELL, 0000
WAYNE E. BELL, 0000

EUGENE R. BELMAIN II, 0000
DAVID B. BELZ, 0000

ROBERT E. BENNING, 0000
JAMES M. BENSON, 0000
RALPH E. BENTLEY, 0000
SCOTT I. BENZA, 0000
JEFFREY C. BERGDOLT, 0000
KURT A. BERGO, 0000

CYR LINDA K. BETHKE, 0000
SHAWN B. BEVANS, 0000
BRUCE A. BEYERLY, 0000
SUSHIL R. BHATT, 0000

JAY R. BICKLEY, 0000
TIMOTHY J. BILTZ, 0000
GREGORY A. BINGHAM, 0000
CRAIG S. BIONDO, 0000

DAVID R. BIRCH, 0000
TIMOTHY G. BISHOP, 0000
MARK L. BLACK, 0000
ALEXANDER J. BLANTON, 0000
DAVID P. BLAZEK, 0000
STEVEN J. BLEYMAIER, 0000
GARRY M. BLOOD, 0000
MORRIS C. BLUMENTHAL, 0000
MATTHEW J. BOBB, 0000
GREGORY A. BOERWINKLE, 0000
JAMES M. BOGUSLAWSKI, 0000
JULIE C. BOIT, 0000

RICHARD E. BOLTON, 0000
MICHAEL H. BOND, 0000
ROBERT T. BOQUIST, 0000
DAVID J. BORBELY, 0000
MICHAEL F. BORGERT, 0000
MAUREEN E. BORGIA, 0000
JAMES R. BORTREE, 0000
JAMES BOURASSA, 0000
JESSE BOURQUE JR., 0000
RANDELL P. BOWLING, 0000
SCOTT E. BOYD, 0000

ROBERT C. BOYLES, 0000
ANDREW R. BRABSON, 0000
SCOTT W. BRADLEY, 0000
ERIC P. BRAGANCA, 0000
CARY L. BRAGG, 0000

JAMES A. BRANDENBURG II, 0000
JOHN A. BRANIN, 0000

JAMES I. BRANSON, 0000
HELEN L. BRASHER, 0000
JAMES E. BRECK JR., 0000
BRAD A. BREDENKAMP, 0000
PAUL L. BREDHOLT, 0000
PATRICK D. BRENNAN, 0000
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RICHARD F. * BRERETON, 0000
MICHAEL F. BRIDGES, 0000
LORING G. BRIDGEWATER, 0000
WILLIAM L. BRIGMAN, 0000
GREGORY S. BRINSFIELD, 0000
DALLAS S. BROOKS, 0000
TODD M. BROST, 0000

JOHN F. BROWER, 0000
GREGORY K. BROWN, 0000
KEVIN W. BROWN, 0000

RAY S. BROWN, 0000

SHERRY A. BROWN, 0000
TIMOTHY P. BROWN, 0000
KENNETH J. BROWNELL, 0000
ROBERT J. BRUCKNER, 0000
JERRY P. BRUMFIELD, 0000
DAVID F. BRUMMITT, 0000
ERIC J. BRUMSKILL, 0000
DALE S. BRUNER, 0000
CHRISTOPHER J. BRUNNER, 0000
ROBERT P. BUBELLO, 0000
ROBERT B. BUCHANAN, 0000
CAMERON E. BUCHHOLTZ, 0000
ROBERT A. BUENTE, 0000
STEVEN C. * BUETOW, 0000
PAUL A. BUGENSKE, 0000
DAVID BUKOVEY, 0000

KURT W. BULLER, 0000
KIMBERLY F. BULLOCK, 0000
KIRK P. BUNCH, 0000

JOHN G. BUNNELL, 0000
JEFFREY B. BURCHFIELD, 0000
PATRICK C. BURKE, 0000

TODD M. BURKHARDT, 0000
TIMOTHY A. BURNS, 0000
SCOTT D. BURNSIDE, 0000
PAUL J. * BURRELL, 0000
STEVEN B. BURTON, 0000
CHARLES K. BUSCH, 0000
CHRISTOPHER S. BUTLER, 0000
DONALD E. BUTLER, 0000
RUDOLPH E. BUTLER III, 0000
ERIC J. BUTTERBAUGH, 0000
BRADLEY J. BUXTON, 0000
TODD C. BYNUM, 0000

PHILIP M. BYRD, 0000
ANGELA M. CADWELL, 0000
SEANN J. CAHILL, 0000
DANIEL B. CAIN, 0000

ROBERT E. J. CALEY, 0000
GREGORY B. CALHOUN, 0000
DANIEL J. CALLAHAN, 0000
ITALO A. CALVARESI, 0000
DAVID C. CAMPASSI, 0000
STEVEN M. CAMPBELL, 0000
MICHAEL O. CANNON, 0000
KENNETH E. CANTERBURY, 0000
ALEJANDRO R. CANTU, 0000
BARRON D. CANTY, 0000
EDWARD J. CARDENAS, 0000
CHRISTOPHER A. CARLSEN, 0000
DANN S. CARLSON, 0000

ERIC N. CARLSON, 0000

KARN L. CARLSON, 0000
ALEXANDER E. CAROTHERS, 0000
ROBERT A. CARPENTER, 0000
VINCENT M. CARR JR., 0000
KURT J. CARRAWAY, 0000
MATTHEW D. CARROLL, 0000
AURELIA C. CARROLVERSON, 0000
TIM R. CARTER, 0000

JAVIER R. CASANOVA, 0000
WILLIAM M. CASHMAN, 0000
ERIC D. CASLER, 0000

HECTOR CASTILLO, 0000
WILLIAM M. CATHEY, 0000
VINCENT K. CATICH, 0000
MARC E. CAUDILL, 0000

DAVID A. CEBRELLI, 0000
JEFFREY D. CETOLA, 0000
GLENN S. CHADWICK, 0000
KENNETH M. CHAISSON, 0000
JAMES E. CHALKLEY II, 0000
RICHARD M. CHAMBERS, 0000
RICHARD W. CHANCELLOR, 0000
MICHAEL J. CHAPA, 0000
NIKOLAS CHAPAPAS, 0000
MARTIN A. CHAPIN, 0000
DAVID E. CHELEN, 0000

MARC L. CHERRY, 0000
THOMAS E. CHESLEY, 0000
LISETTE D. CHILDERS, 0000
BOGDAN CHOMICKTI, 0000
TIMOTHY CHONG, 0000

DIANE M. CHOY, 0000

MIKE G. CHRISTIAN, 0000
MARK K. CIERO, 0000

DANIEL J. CLAIRMONT, 0000
ANDRA B. CLAPSADDLE, 0000
DOUGLAS S. CLARK, 0000
JAMES A. CLARK, 0000

JOHN A. CLARK, 0000

ANDREW A. * CLARKE, 0000
JAMES A. CLAVENNA, 0000
ROGER L. CLAYPOOLE JR., 0000
SHERMAN M. CLAYTON, 0000
RONALD E. CLEAVES, 0000
ARDYCE M. CLEMENTS, 0000
RODNEY L. CLEMENTS, 0000
CHAD M. CLIFTON, 0000
TERENCE P. CLINE, 0000
DAVID L. CLOE, 0000

KEVIN J. CLOWARD, 0000
JEFFREY H. * COGGIN, 0000
THOMAS C. COGLITORE, 0000
JOHN COLLEY, 0000

WENDELL L. COLLINS, 0000
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