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AMERICAN PHARMACISTS MONTH

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge American pharmacists
during American Pharmacists Month.
Pharmacists play an important role in
our health care system. Their contribu-
tions to the care of our country’s citi-
zens, especially our seniors, are key to
the health of Americans.

Pharmacists are medication experts
within our Nation’s health care work-
force. Each day, their efforts assist in
improving the use and effectiveness of
medications. Pharmacists are improv-
ing health care in community phar-
macies, hospitals and health systems,
nursing homes, hospice, and in Dpa-
tient’s own homes through home-infu-
sion therapies, as well as the uniformed
services, the government, and in re-
search and academic settings.

Pharmacists work towards making
sure that consumers safely administer
their medications, and to provide them
with crucial information pertaining to
possible side effects or complications of
taking multiple medications. Phar-
macists assist in providing the most ef-
fective combinations of prescription
drugs to those who take more than one
prescription at a time. Pharmacists are
a critical part of our health care sys-
tem and should be recognized and com-
mended this month for their important
role.

During the course of the debate on
the Medicare prescription drug bill, I
introduced a medication therapy man-
agement, MTM assessment amend-
ment, which I was pleased to see ac-
cepted in the Senate passed version of
the Medicare bill. While the amend-
ment was not included in the version
sent to the President for his signature,
I was pleased to see an MTM program
component incorporated. Establish-
ment of such a program would allow
pharmacists, in conjunction with phy-
sicians, to assist beneficiaries who
have various chronic conditions man-
age their medications. Pharmacists
will be able to help ensure that pa-
tients use medications appropriately,
enhance the patient understanding of
such medications and help reduce the
risk of adverse reactions to drugs. Such
a program highlights the important
role that pharmacists play in helping
Medicare beneficiaries to reduce the
costs of prescription drugs.

As prescription drug prices continue
to climb, it is all too important that
we continue to support efforts that will
help to alleviate this burden. As noted,
pharmacists are a critical component
of our health care workforce and there-
fore need to be provided with the tools
that help them to best serve the public,
as well as to continue to combat the
rising prices of prescription drugs. Dur-
ing American Pharmacists Month, I
call on my fellow Senate colleagues to
join in a bipartisan effort to support
our pharmacists by acknowledging and
commending their hard work and dedi-
cation towards improving the effective-
ness and overall cost of health care.e
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TRIBUTE TO VALENTIN J. RIVA

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I pay tribute to the life of Valentin J.
Riva—a friend and transportation in-
dustry leader that was taken from us
at far too young an age. Earlier this
month, I was shocked and saddened to
learn that Val Riva had passed away
suddenly as a result of complications
from heart surgery. Val was only 50
years old. I and many of my colleagues
who work closely on transportation
policy will remember Val as a truly vi-
sionary leader and trusted colleague.
Moreover, Val was an extraordinarily
dedicated father and husband.

Over the last two decades, Val has
held leadership positions in several
transportation organizations. Through-
out, Val has been an articulate advo-
cate for investment in our Nation’s
transportation infrastructure. Val
served as vice president of government
affairs for the National Stone, Sand
and Gravel Association from 1988 until
1991 and as vice president and general
counsel of the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association
from 1991 until 1997.

From August of 1997 until the time of
his unfortunate death, Val Riva served
as president and chief executive officer
of the American Concrete Pavement
Association. And in his most recent po-
sition, Val not only continued to be a
powerful voice in the fight for infra-
structure investment, but he also was a
strong proponent of making sure that
adequate resources were being dedi-
cated to advancing pavement tech-
nology and transportation research. We
have often heard Members speak on
this floor about the deteriorating con-
dition of our Nation’s roads and
bridges. Val Riva recognized that we
not only need to replace and rehabili-
tate those crumbling roads and bridges
but we also need to conduct the nec-
essary research to create new tech-
nologies that will help prolong the life-
span of our infrastructure.

Val Riva was also respected by his
peers in the transportation industry.
Best of all, Val had the rare gift of
being both thoughtful and funny. He
was considered a trusted colleague and,
more importantly, a loyal friend to
those individuals that had the good for-
tune to work with him. I consider my-
self extraordinarily lucky to be one of
those individuals.

And while Val was very dedicated to
his work in the transportation indus-
try, there was no job more important
or rewarding to him than being a fa-
ther to Clare, Michael and David. No
one ever had a meeting with Val with-
out hearing about his children and
hearing a historical reference. I express
my heartfelt condolences to his three
children and to his wife, Marti. Val’s
passing is much more than just their
loss. It is a loss to the entire national
transportation enterprise and the great
many of us that recognized his leader-
ship in it. While we will miss Val’s per-
sonable nature, his humor and his
strength, I and many of my Senate col-
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leagues know that his contributions
will live on for a very long time to
come.®

——————

PRAISING THE WORK OF CAROLE
EDWARDS AND THE ONCOLOGY
NURSING SOCIETY

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
today I pay tribute to Carole Edwards,
RN, BSN, of Juneau, AK. Carole is the
first recipient of the Oncology Nursing
Society, ONS, Excellence in Oncology
Nursing Health Policy and Advocacy
Award. ONS established the award this
year to acknowledge the efforts of the
many oncology nurses who participate
as state health policy liaisons and
other members who are active in advo-
cacy efforts.

Cancer is a complex, multifaceted
and chronic disease, and people with
cancer are best served by a multidisci-
plinary health care team specialized in
oncology care, including nurses who
are certified in that specialty. This
year alone, 1.3 million Americans will
hear the words, ‘““You have cancer.” In
addition, 556,000 will lose their battle
with this terrible disease. Every day,
oncology nurses see the pain and suf-
fering caused by cancer and understand
the physical, emotional, and financial
challenges that people with cancer face
throughout their diagnosis and treat-
ment. Oncology nurses play a central
role in the provision of quality cancer
care as they are principally involved in
the administration and monitoring of
chemotherapy and the associated side-
effects patients may experience.

The Oncology Nursing Society is the
largest organization of oncology health
professionals in the world, with more
than 31,000 registered nurses and other
health care professionals nationwide.
Since 1975, the ONS has been dedicated
to excellence in patient care, teaching,
research, administration and education
in the field of oncology. To that end,
ONS honors and maintains an histor-
ical and essential commitment to ad-
vocacy for the public good by providing
nurses and healthcare professionals
with access to the highest quality edu-
cational programs, cancer-care re-
sources, research opportunities and
networks for peer support.

On behalf of the people with cancer
and their families in my home State of
Alaska, I would like to acknowledge
Carole Edwards and thank her and ONS
for their ongoing commitment to im-
proving and assuring access to quality
cancer care for all cancer patients and
their families. Through Carole’s and
ONS’s leadership, our Nation is chart-
ing a course that will help us win the
war on cancer. I urge my colleagues to
support them in their important en-
deavors.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:51 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House disagrees to
the Senate amendment to the act (H.R.
4837) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, family housing, and
base realignment and closure for the
Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2005, and for
other purposes, and agree to the con-
ference asked by the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on and appoints the following members
as the managers of the conference on
the part of the House: Mr. KNOLLEN-
BERG, Mr. WALSH, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr.
GRANGER, Mr. GOODE, Mr. VITTER, Mr.
KINGSTON, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. YOUNG of
Florida, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. FARR of
California, Mr. BoyD, Mr. BisHOP, Mr.
Dicks and Mr. OBEY.

The message also announced that the
House passed the bill (S. 211) to estab-
lish the Northern Rio Grande National
Heritage Area in the State of New Mex-
ico, and for other purposes, with an
amendment.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the bill (S. 1134)
to reauthorize and improve the pro-
grams authorized by the Public Works
and Economic Development Act of 1965,
without amendment.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 4470. An act to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to extend the
authorization of appropriations for the Lake
Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Program
from fiscal year 2005 to 2010.

H.R. 4661. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to discourage spyware, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 5061. An act to provide assistance for
the current crisis in the Darfur region of
Sudan and to facilitate a comprehensive
peace in Sudan.

H.R. 5213. An act to expand research infor-
mation regarding multidisciplinary research
projects and epidemiological studies.

The message further announced that,
the House agreed to the resolution (H.
Res. 842) requesting that the Senate re-
turn to the House of Representatives
the bill of the Senate (S. 1301) to amend
title 18, United States Code, to prohibit
video voyeurism in the special mari-
time and territorial jurisdiction of the
United States, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that,
pursuant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998
(22 U.S.C. 6431 note), amended by sec-
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tion 681(b) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (22
U.S.C. 2651 note), the order of the
House of December 8, 2003, and upon
the recommendation of the Minority
Leader, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing member on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Com-
mission on International Religious
Freedom for a 2-year term ending May
14, 2006, to fill the existing vacancy
thereon: Ms. Elizabeth Prodomou of
Boston, Massachusetts, to succeed Ms.
Patricia W. Chang of San Francisco,
California.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 6:48 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 33. An act to authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to sell or exchange all or part of
certain administrative sites and other land
in the Ozark-St. Francis and Ouachita Na-
tional Forests and to use funds derived from
the sale or exchange to acquire, construct, or
improve administrative sites.

S. 2415. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
4141 Postmark Drive, Anchorage, Alaska, as
the ‘Robert J. Opinsky Post Office Building’.

S. 2742. An act to extend certain authority
of the Supreme Court Police, modify the
venue of prosecutions relating to the Su-
preme Court building and grounds, and au-
thorize the acceptance of gifts to the United
States Supreme Court.

H.R. 854. An act to provide for the pro-
motion of democracy, human rights, and rule
of law in the Republic of Belarus and for the
consolidation and strengthening of Belarus
sovereignty and independence.

H.R. 2828. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to implement water
supply technology and infrastructure pro-
grams aimed at increasing and diversifying
domestic water resources.

H.R. 5122. An act to amend the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 to permit
members of the Board of Directors of the Of-
fice of Compliance to serve for 2 terms.

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar.

S. 2938. A bill to grant a Federal charter to
the National American Indian Veterans In-
corporated.

————————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME
The following bill was read the first
time:
S. 2949. A bill to amend the Low-Income

Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981 to reau-
thorize the Act, and for other purposes.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-9613. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Poultry Programs, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Regula-
tions Governing Inspection of Eggs”
(RIN0581-ABT74) received on October 7, 2004; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-9614. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Winter Pears in Oregon and Wash-
ington; Decrease of a Continuing Supple-
mental Assessment Rate for the Beurre
d’Anjou Variety of Pears Grown in Oregon
and Washington” (FV04-927-2) received on
October 7, 2004; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9615. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Dried Prunes Produced in California;
Increased Assessment Rate’ (FV04-993-2) re-
ceived on October 7, 2004; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9616. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Mandatory Country of Origin Label-
ing of Fish; Interim Final Rule” (RIN0581-
AC26) received on October 7, 2004; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-9617. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Mango Promotion, Research, and In-
formation Order’” (RIN0581-AC05) received on
October 7, 2004; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9618. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Gypsy Moth Generally Infested
Areas’ (Doc. No. 04-025-2) received on Octo-
ber 5, 2004; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9619. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, a draft
of proposed legislation to amend the Live-
stock Mandatory Reporting Act of 1999; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-9620. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report of the authorization to wear
the insignia of lieutenant general; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9621. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report of the authorization to wear
the insignia of lieutenant general; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9622. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report of the authorization to wear
the insignia of lieutenant general; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9623. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report of the authorization to wear
the insignia of lieutenant general; to the
Committee on Armed Services.
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