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has been extremely successful in this 
pursuit. With over 70 programs, OLHSA 
has assisted over 30,000 low-income, el-
derly and disabled individuals living in 
Oakland and Livingston counties be-
come more self-reliant, thereby im-
proving their quality of life. Over the 
last forty years, the efforts of OLHSA 
have improved the lives and livelihoods 
of Michigan citizens across the two 
counties. 

Elderly citizens in Southeastern 
Michigan can turn to OLHSA for a va-
riety of resources and services. Senior 
centers, located in Pontiac and Novi, 
provide facilities for older adults to eat 
nutritious meals, attend exercise class-
es and socialize. The Senior AIDES 
program provides employment and 
training opportunities for older adults, 
opening the door to career options that 
would otherwise be unavailable be-
cause of their age and/or inexperience. 
Volunteers are dispatched to homes 
around the community to assist elderly 
individuals with household chores and 
yard work that they can no longer per-
form themselves. 

The Oakland Livingston Human 
Services Agency also provides support 
and advocacy to low-income families 
and other struggling individuals. If a 
family or an individual is in an emer-
gency situation, they can turn to 
OLHSA for immediate help. OLHSA 
provides the necessary assistance to 
those in need through food banks, 
emergency utility assistance and emer-
gency housing. In addition, the Oak-
land Livingston Human Services Agen-
cy provides long-term aid to the sur-
rounding community. OLHSA’s Finan-
cial Education Program offers informa-
tional classes on money management, 
tax law, insurance options and a vari-
ety of other topics. It also provides 
counseling on childcare, nutrition and 
other problems that face the commu-
nity. Those who take advantage of 
these classes and counseling sessions 
acquire the knowledge and skills they 
need to make it on their own and over-
come their problems. OLHSA has 
worked consistently to reduce the 
causes and consequences of poverty in 
Oakland and Livingston counties, and I 
know I can speak for my constituents 
when I say the people of Michigan sin-
cerely appreciate the good work they 
have done. 

I know my Senate colleagues will 
join me in offering congratulations to 
the Oakland Livingston Human Serv-
ices Agency on its 40th anniversary. We 
recognize and thank the dedicated staff 
and volunteers who have made the or-
ganization successful over the years, 
and I wish them many more years of 
service to the community.∑ 
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THANK YOU, SENATE 
POSTMASTER HARRY GREEN 

∑ Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, since Sep-
tember 11, 2001, outstanding members 
of our Senate family have stepped for-
ward to deal with the many challenges 
this institution has faced. One such 

leader is Harry Green, who I appointed 
to be the Senate Postmaster in Janu-
ary 1997. 

I have known Harry Green all my 
life. 

I rise today to wish Harry the very 
best as he plans to retire yet again at 
the end of October and return to our 
native State of Mississippi. 

Harry began his career in 1961 with 
the United States Postal Service in 
Pascagoula, MS. After only 10 years, he 
was promoted into a supervisory role 
which led to his becoming the post-
master in Pascagoula. In 1985 he was 
transferred to Lafayette, LA, where he 
served as postmaster there until his re-
tirement in 1992. 

After I became majority leader, I 
coaxed Harry out of retirement in 1997 
to become the postmaster of the United 
States Senate. 

During his tenure with the Senate 
Post Office, he has been faced with two 
significant biological/chemical chal-
lenges, anthrax in October 2001 and 
ricin in February 2004. Because of Har-
ry’s experience and demeanor, both at-
tacks on the Senate were met with 
calm leadership and competent direc-
tion and stability. 

After the 2001 anthrax incident, 
Harry led the Senate Post Office team 
in a collaborative effort with U.S. 
Postal Service representatives to en-
sure the delivery of mail in a safe and 
timely manner. He and his team have 
received accolades for their perform-
ance and responsiveness in combating 
these threats to the Senate mail serv-
ice. 

Harry also has proven himself an out-
standing steward of appropriated funds. 
By utilizing existing resources and 
without compromising customer serv-
ice, he has improved the quality of the 
Senate Post Office’s service, in normal 
times as well as during crises, while 
still managing to spend about 58 per-
cent less than other similar govern-
ment agencies. 

I wish Harry well as he plans his re-
tirement as postmaster of the Senate 
and leaves the Washington, DC area to 
be closer to his family. Harry has a 
lovely bride, Ilone, of 42 years, four 
children and five grandchildren. His 
post-retirement plans are to return to 
Pascagoula and its picturesque view of 
the Gulf of Mexico where he can enjoy 
full-time his hobbies of boating and 
watching SEC football and NASCAR 
racing. 

We will all miss Harry’s excellent 
leadership, gentle nature and good 
humor here in the U.S. Senate. Harry, 
I will see you, riding our bicycles on 
the beach.∑ 
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AN AMERICAN PATRIOT 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor an American patriot 
who, although not American by birth, 
demonstrated the best ideals of our 
country. Steen Christian Fischer was 
born in 1920 in Copenhagen, Denmark; 
he died in August in Boise, ID, and I 

had the opportunity to get to know 
him during the last ten years of his 
life. Steen had a wonderful outlook on 
life and believed strongly in freedom 
and opportunity. Prior to the German 
occupation of Denmark during World 
War II he served in the Danish Navy. 
After the occupation, when the Navy 
was disbanded by the Germans, he 
joined the Danish Resistance and was a 
part of the remarkably successful evac-
uation of Danish Jews to neutral Swe-
den. He was ultimately captured by the 
Gestapo in Copenhagen, sentenced to 
be hanged, and transported to 
Neuengamme Concentration Camp 
near Hamburg. His sentence was not 
carried out as the paperwork never ar-
rived. Of 106,000 inmates at 
Neuengamme only 55,000 survived. 
After 9 months in the camp, with the 
Allied army approaching, the surviving 
inmates were loaded onto a train to be 
transported to another camp, but he 
and some friends jumped off the train 
and escaped to freedom into the sur-
rounding countryside. He spent the 
rest of the war hidden in various loca-
tions in Denmark. As soon as he could 
do so after the war ended, Steen emi-
grated to the United States and contin-
ued his quest for freedom and oppor-
tunity. 

In New York State, he met a lovely 
young woman, Mary Anne Bruun, who 
also had Danish ancestry, and married 
her. Together they became the parents 
of seven children—Peter, Anne, Doug-
las, Barbara, Paul, Karin, and Mary. He 
called his children ‘‘the best thing in 
his life’’ and he passed his zest for life 
onto them. Steen was fearless and 
wanted to experience all that he could 
in the world. He told his children he 
wanted them to develop ‘‘wide hori-
zons;’’ he was willing to go anywhere, 
do anything for the experience. Steen 
was the kind of guy who would take 
the dotted line on the map over the 
freeway every time. He was successful 
in passing down that philosophy to 
those seven children who have lived all 
over the world and are passing onto the 
next generation of Fischers that atti-
tude of ‘‘wide horizons.’’ 

During Steen’s last decade of life, he 
spent his time in Idaho where his com-
mitment to freedom and his efforts 
during World War II were recognized by 
Idaho Governor Dirk Kempthorne. The 
Danish government considered him a 
hero and awarded him a war pension. 
His experiences were recorded for the 
U.S. Holocaust Museum and stand as a 
testament to the efforts of so many 
like him throughout the world who are 
committed to freedom. 

Steen passed away in August of 2004 
at the age of 83, having lived a remark-
able, courageous life. He will be re-
membered by so many who loved him 
as well as many who had found freedom 
through his efforts during World War 
II. There is no higher compliment I can 
pay him that to call him a patriot who 
found freedom during some of the dark-
est times in our world’s history. He 
will be missed, but never forgotten.∑ 
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AMERICAN PHARMACISTS MONTH 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge American pharmacists 
during American Pharmacists Month. 
Pharmacists play an important role in 
our health care system. Their contribu-
tions to the care of our country’s citi-
zens, especially our seniors, are key to 
the health of Americans. 

Pharmacists are medication experts 
within our Nation’s health care work-
force. Each day, their efforts assist in 
improving the use and effectiveness of 
medications. Pharmacists are improv-
ing health care in community phar-
macies, hospitals and health systems, 
nursing homes, hospice, and in pa-
tient’s own homes through home-infu-
sion therapies, as well as the uniformed 
services, the government, and in re-
search and academic settings. 

Pharmacists work towards making 
sure that consumers safely administer 
their medications, and to provide them 
with crucial information pertaining to 
possible side effects or complications of 
taking multiple medications. Phar-
macists assist in providing the most ef-
fective combinations of prescription 
drugs to those who take more than one 
prescription at a time. Pharmacists are 
a critical part of our health care sys-
tem and should be recognized and com-
mended this month for their important 
role. 

During the course of the debate on 
the Medicare prescription drug bill, I 
introduced a medication therapy man-
agement, MTM assessment amend-
ment, which I was pleased to see ac-
cepted in the Senate passed version of 
the Medicare bill. While the amend-
ment was not included in the version 
sent to the President for his signature, 
I was pleased to see an MTM program 
component incorporated. Establish-
ment of such a program would allow 
pharmacists, in conjunction with phy-
sicians, to assist beneficiaries who 
have various chronic conditions man-
age their medications. Pharmacists 
will be able to help ensure that pa-
tients use medications appropriately, 
enhance the patient understanding of 
such medications and help reduce the 
risk of adverse reactions to drugs. Such 
a program highlights the important 
role that pharmacists play in helping 
Medicare beneficiaries to reduce the 
costs of prescription drugs. 

As prescription drug prices continue 
to climb, it is all too important that 
we continue to support efforts that will 
help to alleviate this burden. As noted, 
pharmacists are a critical component 
of our health care workforce and there-
fore need to be provided with the tools 
that help them to best serve the public, 
as well as to continue to combat the 
rising prices of prescription drugs. Dur-
ing American Pharmacists Month, I 
call on my fellow Senate colleagues to 
join in a bipartisan effort to support 
our pharmacists by acknowledging and 
commending their hard work and dedi-
cation towards improving the effective-
ness and overall cost of health care.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO VALENTIN J. RIVA 
∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the life of Valentin J. 
Riva—a friend and transportation in-
dustry leader that was taken from us 
at far too young an age. Earlier this 
month, I was shocked and saddened to 
learn that Val Riva had passed away 
suddenly as a result of complications 
from heart surgery. Val was only 50 
years old. I and many of my colleagues 
who work closely on transportation 
policy will remember Val as a truly vi-
sionary leader and trusted colleague. 
Moreover, Val was an extraordinarily 
dedicated father and husband. 

Over the last two decades, Val has 
held leadership positions in several 
transportation organizations. Through-
out, Val has been an articulate advo-
cate for investment in our Nation’s 
transportation infrastructure. Val 
served as vice president of government 
affairs for the National Stone, Sand 
and Gravel Association from 1988 until 
1991 and as vice president and general 
counsel of the American Road and 
Transportation Builders Association 
from 1991 until 1997. 

From August of 1997 until the time of 
his unfortunate death, Val Riva served 
as president and chief executive officer 
of the American Concrete Pavement 
Association. And in his most recent po-
sition, Val not only continued to be a 
powerful voice in the fight for infra-
structure investment, but he also was a 
strong proponent of making sure that 
adequate resources were being dedi-
cated to advancing pavement tech-
nology and transportation research. We 
have often heard Members speak on 
this floor about the deteriorating con-
dition of our Nation’s roads and 
bridges. Val Riva recognized that we 
not only need to replace and rehabili-
tate those crumbling roads and bridges 
but we also need to conduct the nec-
essary research to create new tech-
nologies that will help prolong the life-
span of our infrastructure. 

Val Riva was also respected by his 
peers in the transportation industry. 
Best of all, Val had the rare gift of 
being both thoughtful and funny. He 
was considered a trusted colleague and, 
more importantly, a loyal friend to 
those individuals that had the good for-
tune to work with him. I consider my-
self extraordinarily lucky to be one of 
those individuals. 

And while Val was very dedicated to 
his work in the transportation indus-
try, there was no job more important 
or rewarding to him than being a fa-
ther to Clare, Michael and David. No 
one ever had a meeting with Val with-
out hearing about his children and 
hearing a historical reference. I express 
my heartfelt condolences to his three 
children and to his wife, Marti. Val’s 
passing is much more than just their 
loss. It is a loss to the entire national 
transportation enterprise and the great 
many of us that recognized his leader-
ship in it. While we will miss Val’s per-
sonable nature, his humor and his 
strength, I and many of my Senate col-

leagues know that his contributions 
will live on for a very long time to 
come.∑ 
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PRAISING THE WORK OF CAROLE 
EDWARDS AND THE ONCOLOGY 
NURSING SOCIETY 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to Carole Edwards, 
RN, BSN, of Juneau, AK. Carole is the 
first recipient of the Oncology Nursing 
Society, ONS, Excellence in Oncology 
Nursing Health Policy and Advocacy 
Award. ONS established the award this 
year to acknowledge the efforts of the 
many oncology nurses who participate 
as state health policy liaisons and 
other members who are active in advo-
cacy efforts. 

Cancer is a complex, multifaceted 
and chronic disease, and people with 
cancer are best served by a multidisci-
plinary health care team specialized in 
oncology care, including nurses who 
are certified in that specialty. This 
year alone, 1.3 million Americans will 
hear the words, ‘‘You have cancer.’’ In 
addition, 556,000 will lose their battle 
with this terrible disease. Every day, 
oncology nurses see the pain and suf-
fering caused by cancer and understand 
the physical, emotional, and financial 
challenges that people with cancer face 
throughout their diagnosis and treat-
ment. Oncology nurses play a central 
role in the provision of quality cancer 
care as they are principally involved in 
the administration and monitoring of 
chemotherapy and the associated side- 
effects patients may experience. 

The Oncology Nursing Society is the 
largest organization of oncology health 
professionals in the world, with more 
than 31,000 registered nurses and other 
health care professionals nationwide. 
Since 1975, the ONS has been dedicated 
to excellence in patient care, teaching, 
research, administration and education 
in the field of oncology. To that end, 
ONS honors and maintains an histor-
ical and essential commitment to ad-
vocacy for the public good by providing 
nurses and healthcare professionals 
with access to the highest quality edu-
cational programs, cancer-care re-
sources, research opportunities and 
networks for peer support. 

On behalf of the people with cancer 
and their families in my home State of 
Alaska, I would like to acknowledge 
Carole Edwards and thank her and ONS 
for their ongoing commitment to im-
proving and assuring access to quality 
cancer care for all cancer patients and 
their families. Through Carole’s and 
ONS’s leadership, our Nation is chart-
ing a course that will help us win the 
war on cancer. I urge my colleagues to 
support them in their important en-
deavors.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 
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