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Navy nominations beginning Patrick L 

Bennett and ending Ernest C Woodward, Jr., 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Claude W Ar-
nold, Jr. and ending Steven M Wendlin, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Christopher L 
Bowen and ending William L Wood, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Julie M 
Alfieri and ending Donna I Yacovoni, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Marianie O 
Balolong and ending Karen M Wingeart, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Thomas G 
Alford and ending Kendal T Zamzow, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Ryan D 
Aaron and ending David G Zook, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 10, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Glenn A Jett 
and ending Matthew Williams, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 13, 2004. 

Navy nominations beginning Richard S 
Adcook and ending Jeffrey G Zeller, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 13, 2004. 

Navy nomination of Daniel C Ritenburg. 
Navy nomination of Dwayne Banks. 
Navy nominations beginning Bill R Davis 

and ending William H. Speaks, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 21, 2004. 

By Mr. HATCH for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Raymond L. Finch, of the Virgin Islands, 
to be Judge for the District Court of the Vir-
gin Islands for a term of ten years. 

Micaela Alvarez, of Texas to be United 
States District Judge for Southern District 
of Texas. 

Keith Starrett, of Mississippi, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi. 

Lisa Godbey Wood, of Georgia, to be 
United States District Attorney for the 
Southern District of Georgia for the term of 
four years. 

David E. Nahmias, of Georgia, to be United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of 
Georgia for the term of four years. 

Richard B. Roper III, of Texas, to be United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of 
Texas for the term of four years. 

Ricardo H. Hinojosa, of Texas, to be Chair 
of the United States Sentencing Commis-
sion. 

Michael O’Neill, of Maryland, to be a Mem-
ber of the United States Sentencing Commis-
sion for a term expiring October 31, 2009. 

Ruben Castillo, of Illinois, to be a Member 
of the United States Sentencing Commission 
for a term expiring October 31, 2009. 

William Sanchez, of Florida, to be Special 
Counsel of Immigration-Related Unfair Prac-
tices for a term of four years. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-

ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations with an asterisk were 
reported with the recommendation 
that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HAGEL: 
S. 2867. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to increase the amount of the 
military death gratuity from $12,000 to 
$50,000; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr. 
CORZINE, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. AKAKA, 
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
DODD, Mrs. BOXER, and Ms. MIKUL-
SKI): 

S. 2868. A bill to amend the Electronic 
Fund Transfer Act to extend certain con-
sumer protections to international remit-
tance transfers of funds originating in the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. TALENT: 
S. 2869. A bill to respond to the illegal pro-

duction, distribution, and use of 
methamphetamines in the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 2870. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

Transportation to issue certificates of docu-
mentation with appropriate endorsements 
for employment in the coastwise trade for 
the vessels LOBSTAR and SARA BELLE; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina 
(for himself and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2871. A bill to provide for enhanced 
criminal penalties for crimes related to slav-
ery and alien smuggling; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BUNNING (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska): 

S. 2872. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit to cer-
tain agriculture-related businesses for the 
cost of protecting certain chemicals; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 2873. A bill to extend the authority of 

the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Iowa to hold court in 
Rock Island, Illinois; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BIDEN: 
S. 2874. A bill to authorize appropriations 

for international broadcasting operations 
and capital improvements, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. BOND: 
S. 2875. A bill to extend trade benefits to 

certain tents imported into the United 
States; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr. 
BAYH, and Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 2876. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate reductions 
in payments to hospitals for the indirect 
costs of medical education; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr. BOND, 
and Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina): 

S. 2877. A bill to reduce the special allow-
ance for loans from the proceeds of tax ex-

empt issues, and to provide additional loan 
forgiveness for teachers who teach mathe-
matics, science, or special education; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: 
S. 2878. A bill to amend the Hoopa-Yurok 

Settlement Act to provide for the acquisi-
tion of land for the Yurok Reservation and 
an increase in economic development bene-
ficial to the Hoopa Valley Tribe and the 
Yurok Tribe, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: 
S. 2879. A bill to restore recognition to the 

Winnemem Wintu Indian Tribe of California; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG: 
S. Con. Res. 139. A concurrent resolution 

directing the Architect of the Capitol to es-
tablish a temporary exhibit in the rotunda of 
the Capitol to honor the memory of members 
of the United States Armed Forces who have 
lost their lives in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 540 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD), the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. ENSIGN), and the Senator 
from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 540, a bill to 
authorize the presentation of gold med-
als on behalf of Congress to Native 
Americans who served as Code Talkers 
during foreign conflicts in which the 
United States was involved during the 
20th Century in recognition of the serv-
ice of those Native Americans to the 
United States. 

S. 641 

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
641, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to support the Federal Ex-
cess Personal Property program of the 
Forest Service by making it a priority 
of the Department of Defense to trans-
fer to the Forest Service excess per-
sonal property of the Department of 
Defense that is suitable to be loaned to 
rural fire departments. 

S. 847 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. EDWARDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 847, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to per-
mit States the option to provide med-
icaid coverage for low income individ-
uals infected with HIV. 

S. 1379 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1379, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in 
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commemoration of veterans who be-
came disabled for life while serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 

S. 1635 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1635, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to ensure the in-
tegrity of the L–1 visa for 
intracompany transferees. 

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of 
South Carolina, his name was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1635, supra. 

S. 1831 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1831, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand income 
averaging to include the trade or busi-
ness of fishing. 

S. 1888 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1888, a bill to halt Saudi 
support for institutions that fund, 
train, incite, encourage, or in any 
other way aid and abet terrorism, and 
to secure full Saudi cooperation in the 
investigation of terrorist incidents. 

S. 2094 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2094, a bill to protect United States 
workers from competition of foreign 
workforces for performance of Federal 
and State services contracts. 

S. 2155 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2155, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a man-
ufacturer’s jobs credit, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2302 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2302, a bill to improve access 
to physicians in medically underserved 
areas. 

S. 2336 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 2336, 
a bill to expand access to preventive 
health care services and education pro-
grams that help reduce unintended 
pregnancy, reduce infection with sexu-
ally transmitted disease, and reduce 
the number of abortions. 

S. 2395 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. JEFFORDS) and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2395, a bill to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint coins in commemoration of the 
centenary of the bestowal of the Nobel 
Peace Prize on President Theodore 
Roosevelt, and for other purposes. 

S. 2435 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 

HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2435, a bill to permit Inspectors Gen-
eral to authorize staff to provide as-
sistance to the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2437 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. BURNS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2437, a bill to amend the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002 to require a 
voter-verified permanent record or 
hardcopy under title III of such Act, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2553 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2553, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for cov-
erage of screening ultrasound for ab-
dominal aortic aneurysms under part B 
of the medicare program. 

S. 2568 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. BUNNING), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS) 
and the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
LEVIN) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2568, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the tercentenary of the 
birth of Benjamin Franklin, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2659 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2659, a bill to extend the tem-
porary increase in payments under the 
medicare program for home health 
services furnished in a rural area. 

S. 2759 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the names of the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BAYH), the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON), the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
COCHRAN), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. GRAHAM), the Sen-
ator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN), the 
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY), the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
NELSON), the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2759, a bill to 
amend title XXI of the Social Security 
Act to modify the rules relating to the 
availability and method of redistribu-
tion of unexpended SCHIP allotments, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2770 
At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 2770, a bill to establish a 
National Commission on American In-
dian Trust Holdings. 

S. 2789 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2789, a bill to reauthorize the grant 
program of the Department of Justice 
for reentry of offenders into the com-
munity, to establish a task force on 
Federal programs and activities relat-
ing to the reentry of offenders into the 
community, and for other purposes. 

S. 2805 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2805, a bill to extend the au-
thorization for the Secretary of the In-
terior to release certain conditions 
contained in a patent concerning cer-
tain land conveyed by the United 
States to Eastern Washington Univer-
sity. 

S. 2834 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2834, a bill to enhance compliance 
assistance for small business. 

S. 2845 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2845, a bill to reform the 
intelligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2866 
At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2866, a bill to amend the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to 
clarify the authority of the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the Commodity 
Credit Corporation to enter into memo-
randums of understanding with a State 
regarding the collection of approved 
State commodity assessments on be-
half of the State from the proceeds of 
marketing assistance loans. 

S.J. RES. 37 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 37, a joint resolution to 
acknowledge a long history of official 
depredations and ill-conceived policies 
by the United States Government re-
garding Indian Tribes and offer an 
apology to all Native Peoples on behalf 
of the United States. 

S. CON. RES. 8 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. DASCHLE) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) 
were added as cosponsors of S. Con. 
Res. 8, a concurrent resolution desig-
nating the second week in may each 
year as ‘‘National Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciation Week’’. 

S. CON. RES. 136 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
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INOUYE) and the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Con. Res. 136, a concurrent 
resolution honoring and memorializing 
the passengers and crew of United Air-
lines Flight 93. 

S. RES. 430 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 430, a resolution 
designating November 2004 as ‘‘Na-
tional Runaway Prevention Month’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3711 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3711 pro-
posed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the in-
telligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3714 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3714 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the 
intelligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3715 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3715 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the in-
telligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3716 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3716 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the 
intelligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3719 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. CORZINE) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3719 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the 
intelligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3756 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of 

Florida, the names of the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator 
from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3756 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2845, a bill 
to reform the intelligence community 
and the intelligence and intelligence- 
related activities of the United States 
Government, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3765 
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 

AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3765 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2845, a bill to reform the in-
telligence community and the intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3781 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE), the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. TALENT), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. ALLARD), the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mrs. DOLE), the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the 
Senator from Nevada (Mr. ENSIGN) and 
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
INHOFE) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 3781 proposed to S. 
2845, a bill to reform the intelligence 
community and the intelligence and 
intelligence-related activities of the 
United States Government, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. HAGEL: 
S. 2867. A bill to amend title 10, 

United States Code, to increase the 
amount of the military death gratuity 
from $12,000 to $50,000; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the ‘‘Military Death 
Gratuity Improvement Act of 2004.’’ 
This legislation would raise the mili-
tary death gratuity paid to the fami-
lies of military personnel killed while 
on active duty from $12,000 to $50,000. 
This increase would also be applied 
retroactively to all service members on 
active duty who have died since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

The military death gratuity is money 
provided within 72 hours to families of 
service members who are killed while 
on active duty. These funds assist next- 
of-kin with their immediate financial 
needs. 

As we face the challenges of the 21st 
Century, servicemen and women sacri-
ficing for their country in a time of 
war should be assured that their fami-
lies will be taken care of. The loss of a 
loved one is a tremendous emotional 
hardship for families. Congress must do 
what it can to ensure that it does not 
cause devastating financial hardship as 
well. 

This bill will help alleviate some of 
the financial hardships faced by the 
families of our brave servicemen and 
women who give their lives in service 
to our country. It will send a message 
to our brave young men and women 
and their families that their Nation ap-
preciates their service and sacrifice. I 
urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
join me in cosponsoring this legisla-
tion. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 2867 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. INCREASE IN DEATH GRATUITY PAY-

ABLE WITH RESPECT TO MEMBERS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES. 

(a) AMOUNT OF DEATH GRATUITY.—Section 
1478(a) of title 10, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘$12,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$50,000’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to deaths occurring on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

(c) OFFSET.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall derive funds for amounts payable dur-
ing fiscal year 2005 by reason of the amend-
ment made by subsection (a) from amounts 
available for that fiscal year for travel for 
personnel assigned to, or employed in, the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense. Amounts 
for such purpose shall be transferred to the 
appropriate accounts of the Department of 
Defense available for such payments, and 
amounts so transferred shall not be counted 
for purposes of any limitation on the amount 
of transfers of Department of Defense funds 
during that fiscal year. 

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, 
Mr. CORZINE, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. DODD, Mrs. 
BOXER, and Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 2868. A bill to amend the Elec-
tronic Fund Transfer Act to extend 
certain consumer protections to inter-
national remittance transfers of funds 
originating in the United States, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the International 
Remittance Consumer Protection Act 
of 2004. This legislation extends basic 
consumer protection rights to those 
who send remittances, and it creates 
new avenues and incentives for feder-
ally insured financial institutions to 
provide remittance and basic banking 
services to those who currently do not 
use such institutions to send remit-
tances. 

The practice of sending remittances 
is not new. Immigrants to the United 
States traditionally have used remit-
tances to provide financial assistance 
to family members who remained in 
their country of origin, but the prac-
tice has been largely overlooked; it has 
not been systematically studied and its 
implications have not been fully under-
stood. The 2000 census shows that 30 
million people in this country are for-
eign-born—the largest number in our 
Nation’s history and the vast majority 
of them—22 million—are citizens or 
legal residents. More than 40 percent of 
our Nation’s foreign-born population 
immigrated to the United States in the 
1990s, and some 15.4 million, or more 
than half the immigrant community, 
have come from Latin American coun-
tries. Immigrants make a vital con-
tribution to the economic and social 
life of our Nation. 

In a recent study, Sending Money 
Home: Remittances to Latin America 
from the US, 2004, the Inter-American 
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