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Webb was strongly opposed to such an
occupation.

Charley Reese, the very popular con-
servative columnist, wrote, again be-
fore the war: ‘““‘Just let the United
States try to occupy the Middle East,
which will be the practical result of a
war against Iraq, and Americans will
be bled dry by the costs both in blood
and treasure.”

A few months ago, our own govern-
ment took a poll and found that 92 per-
cent of Iraqis regard us as occupiers
rather than liberators. These people
really do not appreciate what we have
done for them. No one can legitimately
criticize our troops, and I certainly
would not. They are simply following
orders and doing a great job. But when
people say we made a mistake going in
there but now that we are there we
have to stay, we have to get the job
done, that is like saying we know we
are going the wrong way down the
interstate, but we have to keep going
anyway. I think you get off at the next
exit.

We should announce to the world
that we have done far more than any
other nation has done for another
country in the history of the world. We
have spent almost $200 billion, more
than 90 percent of the money and cas-
ualties have been American, but we
really cannot help any more until
Iraqis stop killing our young soldiers
and stop blowing each other up. That is
what we should announce.

For those who say Iraq would go into
chaos if we leave, they should read yes-
terday’s Washington Post. The chaos is
already there.

Columnist Georgie Anne put it best:
“Critics of the war against Iraq have
said since the beginning of the conflict
that Americans, still strangely compla-
cent about overseas wars being waged
by a minority in their name, will inevi-
tably come to a point where they will
see they have to have a government
that provides services at home or one
that seeks empire across the globe.”’

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to speak out of
turn on the gentleman from New York
(Mr. HINCHEY’S) time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

IN PURSUIT OF SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC JUSTICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on
November 2, Ohio Democrats took our
moral values to the polls. For many of
us, our faith guided us, too, and our
final vote for President was far too
close to declare us or assail us, as some
now do, as a State full of evangelical
fundamentalists. For many of us,
moral values are grounded in our reli-
gious faith. My Lutheran upbringing
instructs me, and my fellow Christians,
in the teachings of Jesus, to read and
to follow as best we can the words of
the Beatitudes, to try to live our lives
and practice our faiths as Jesus would
have wanted us to. For others of us,
those moral values take the form of a
faith in our country’s greatness to
solve our most pressing problems of ra-
cial inequality and inaccessible health
care, the poverty of millions of Amer-
ican children, and the war in Iraq.

For 3 years I have worn a lapel pin
depicting a canary in a cage. A century
ago, miners took a canary into the
mines to warn them of toxic gases.
Miners were forced to provide for their
own protection. No mine safety laws.
No trade unions able to help. No real
support from their government.

A baby born 100 years ago had a life
expectancy of about 47 years. Today,
because of public health initiatives,
worker safety laws, Medicare and So-
cial Security, we live decades longer.
Every bit of progress in the struggle
for economic and social justice, often
rooted in our Judeo-Christian beliefs,
every bit of progress prevailed over the
opposition of society’s most privileged
and most powerful.

Today, those struggles continue. Our
fight for seniors who are forced to
choose between medicine and food and
our fight against the large pharma-
ceutical companies’ greed is our under-
standing of the Holy Word. Our opposi-
tion to tax cuts for America’s most
privileged adults and Head Start cuts
afflicting our least privileged children
follow from the teachings of Christ.
Our opposition to the death penalty,
George Bush approved an execution of
a Texan every 2 weeks as Governor, is
grounded in the Scriptures. And our be-
lief that government programs like
Medicare and Social Security, not
privatized imitations of them, should
serve all Americans bespeaks a faith in
the greatness of our country and its
ability and willingness to lift up all of
God’s children.
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As we have seen over the last 4 years,
Republicans campaign on their reli-
gious beliefs and on their moral values,
mostly opposition to abortion and gay
marriage; and then they govern for and
with their corporate allies and contrib-
utors.

On this floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in the light of day, we
hear much talk about moral values.
But in the committee rooms and the
cloakrooms, choices are made that run
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counter to the teachings of Christ and
Mohammed and the Jewish prophets,
and fly in the face of the values upon
which this Nation was founded.

This Congress hurts families by
underfunding Leave No Child Behind
and college student loans, while giving
tax cuts to the wealthiest among us.
This Congress hurts the elderly by de-
feating legislation to bring down the
price of prescription drugs and then
passing a Medicare bill that further en-
riches the drug industry and insurance
companies. This Congress hurts God’s
Earth when it caves to the energy and
chemical companies. This Congress
hurts our communities when it gives
tax breaks to encourage the largest
corporations, most of them big contrib-
utors to the Bush administration, to
outsource our jobs. And this Congress
hurts our grandchildren when it loads
huge burdens of debt on future genera-
tions.

Tens of thousands of Ohioans worked
feverishly for months to help change
our Nation’s course because of their
moral values, because of their faith in
God, because of their belief in our Na-
tion’s history of using the Biblical
term ‘‘taking care of the least among
us.”

In no way do I question the faith of
my political opponents. But I am
weary of the far right’s claim that they
are the only ones guided by the hand of
God. My understanding of the teach-
ings of Christ and my religious up-
bringing call me to walk a different
path and to express and act upon my
faith in the cause of social and eco-
nomic justice.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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WELCOMING NEW REPUBLICAN
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. CHOCOLA) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, I have
to say I am thrilled to be here tonight.
Ever since Election Day, I have been
very anxious to get back here to Wash-
ington and join my colleagues, in fact,
the growing Republican majority. For
the first time ever, the Republicans
have grown their majority in two con-
secutive cycles, and now we have the
most Republican Members we have
ever elected since 1946.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of talk
about a divided America, but I do not
see a divided America. When we look at
the results of the election, and this is
a very historic election, we see that
the President won the popular vote
margin by 3% million votes. He is the
first President to win the majority
vote of over 50 percent since 1983. He
received the most votes of any can-
didate for President in our Nation’s
history with almost 60 million votes,
and he was reelected and gained seats
in both Houses of Congress, both Cham-
bers of Congress, for the first time
since 1936.

Mr. Speaker, when we look at the
map of America as a result of the elec-
tions, especially when we look at the
county-by-county map, it is over-
whelmingly red.

So, Mr. Speaker, America spoke in a
loud and united voice on Election Day
and sent people here to Washington to
serve in this body to express their
voice, and they sent very good people.
So tonight I am very pleased and hon-
ored to be joined by many of my col-
leagues to introduce to America those
that will be serving as new freshman
Members in the Republican Party in
the 109th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, we have got a lot of
people to introduce and an hour to do
it. So we are going to get right to it.
So it is my honor to yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY).

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor indeed to be a part of this time
tonight to introduce our new Members
of the Republican majority, and it is
my distinct pleasure to talk about
three of them, two who are from my
State of Georgia who will be rep-
resenting the sixth and the eighth con-
gressional districts.

First of all, let me talk briefly about
Dr. TomMm PRICE. Dr. PRICE is an ortho-
pedic surgeon. I have known him for
many years. He served in the Georgia
senate for 8 years, the past 8 years, and
actually was a mentor to me when I
was first elected to the senate and
served for 4 years. Dr. PRICE at that
time was the minority whip and went
on to become the first senate majority
leader, Republican majority leader, in
the history of the Georgia general as-
sembly.
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As I say, Dr. PRICE has practiced
medicine in northwest Atlanta for over
20 years as an orthopedic surgeon. He
comes to the Congress to represent the
sixth district and will do an absolutely
fantastic job as he did in the Georgia
general assembly. And it is certainly
my honor, as a physician Member, to
have a fellow physician serving with
me. I think that will make eight or
nine physician Members, Mr. Speaker,
in the United States Congress, and to
have two of them from the State of
Georgia and actually two who rep-
resent the same county, Cobb County,
that has got to be unprecedented.

ToM PRICE is married to his wife,
Elizabeth, Betty, who is also a physi-
cian; and they have a 12-year-old son,
Robert. It is a great honor to be able to
introduce Dr. PRICE for the very first
time this evening to my colleagues in
the House.

Representative LYNN WESTMORELAND
will be representing the Eighth Con-
gressional District of Georgia, the dis-
trict that has been represented so ef-
fectively by the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. COLLINS) for the past 12 years.
LYNN WESTMORELAND is from Sharps-
burg, Georgia. He and his wife, Joan,
have three children and three grand-
children. LYNN has served in the Geor-
gia House for 12 years and 2 years ago
became minority leader. LYNN led the
Georgia house as minority leader and
was very instrumental in this last elec-
tion cycle when Georgia finally took
over control of both the senate and the
house.

And I think a great deal of credit
goes to these two gentlemen, Dr. Tom
PRICE, who will be representing the
sixth congressional district, and Rep-
resentative LYNN WESTMORELAND in
the eighth. I share counties with both
of these Members. I commend them to
my colleagues. They will work tire-
lessly in a bipartisan fashion as we
continue the leadership that we have in
this great body.

Last but not least, it is my distinct
honor to introduce to the Members
Representative BOBBY JINDAL. BOBBY
will be representing Louisiana’s First
Congressional District. He was born
and raised in the State of Louisiana.
He has served as a public servant in
both health and education. Before en-
tering politics, he served as Secretary
for the Louisiana Department of
Health and Hospitals. And most re-
cently he was appointed by President
Bush as a health policy adviser to the
administration. BOBBY JINDAL has also
served as president of the University of
Louisiana system, and during his ten-
ure, the universities there raised their
graduation and retention rates, in-
creased private donations and the num-
ber of endowed chair positions.

A graduate of Brown University and
a graduate degree from Oxford, BOBBY
JINDAL has received the National Jef-
ferson Award by the American Insti-
tute for Public Service and the
Christus Health Advocacy Award for
Leadership. He has been married to his
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wife, Supriya, for 6 years and is the fa-
ther of two children, Selia Elizabeth
and Shaan Robert.

Mr. Speaker, as I said at the outset,
it is indeed an honor to be part of this
Special Order as we introduce the new
Republican Members of the 109th Con-
gress. We look forward to working with
them.

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I thank the gentleman
from Georgia for welcoming his new
colleagues from Georgia and Louisiana,
doing such a fine job.

Next it is my honor to yield to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURPHY), newly elected president of
the soon-to-be sophomore class, to in-
troduce two of his new colleagues from
Pennsylvania.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Indiana for yield-
ing to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize and
welcome Congressman-elect MICHAEL
FITZPATRICK, who was just elected to
serve in the 109th Congress from the
eighth district of Pennsylvania. The
eighth district, mainly to the north of
Philadelphia, consists of Bucks Coun-
ty, parts of Montgomery County, and a
small portion of Philadelphia. Mr.
FITZPATRICK resides in Levittown with
his wife, Kathy, and six children. He re-
ceived an honors degree from St.
Thomas University in Miami, Florida,
and a law degree from Dickinson Law
School of Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity.

Prior to his election in Congress, Mr.
FITZPATRICK has served as a member of
the Bucks County Board of Commis-
sioners since 1995, on which he served
as chairman for 5 years, and as the
Commissioner, he oversaw a county
budget of $385 million and a workforce
of 2,600 employees. He also sought im-
provements in the local 9/11 system and
the construction of a state-of-the-art
emergency operations center.

Mr. FITZPATRICK has also received
numerous honors relating to personal
achievements, including the American
Red Cross Citizen of the Year in the
year 2000 and the Habitat for Humanity
Leadership Award for 2003. I am certain
all my colleagues will join in wel-
coming our newly elected Congressman
MIKE FITZPATRICK.

I would also like to recognize a friend
who I met while I served in the Penn-
sylvania senate, and that is Congress-
man-elect CHARLIE DENT, who was also
elected to the 109th Congress from the
fifteenth district in Pennsylvania. The
fifteenth district is located in the heart
of Lehigh Valley and includes the cit-
ies of Allentown, Bethlehem, and Eas-
ton. Mr. DENT’s wonderful family has
lived in the region for six generations,
and he currently resides in Allentown
with his wife, Pamela, and three chil-
dren: Kathryn, William, and Jack.

CHARLIE received a BA from Penn
State University in foreign service and
international politics and a master’s in
public administration from Lehigh
University. He began his political ca-
reer early on as an interim for former
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