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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote.
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Mr. HEFLEY and Mr. ROYCE
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
“nay.”

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, due to official busi-
ness, | was unable to vote during the following
rollcall votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted as indicated below.

Rollcall Vote No. 42 “yea”; rollcall Vote No.
43 “yea”; rollcall Vote No. 44 “yea”; rollcall
Vote No. 45 “yea”; rollcall Vote No. 46 “yea”;
and rollcall Vote No. 47 “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
Vote Nos. 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 and 47 | was un-
avoidably detained. If | had been present, |
would have voted “yea.”
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 339, PERSONAL RESPON-
SIBILITY IN FOOD CONSUMPTION
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 552 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 552

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 339) to prevent
frivolous lawsuits against the manufactur-
ers, distributors, or sellers of food or non-al-
coholic beverage products that comply with
applicable statutory and regulatory require-
ments. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on the Judiciary now printed in
the bill. The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute shall be considered as
read. All points of order against the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute are waived. No amendment to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII and except pro forma amend-
ments for the purpose of debate. Each
amendment so printed may be offered only
by the Member who caused it to be printed
or his designee and shall be considered as
read. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.
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During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time is yielded for the pur-
poses of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us
is a fair and open rule that allowed
every single Member of this body to
offer any amendment that they wished
to debate after simply having it
preprinted in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. On March 4, the Committee on
Rules publicly notified Members of the
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possibility that it may report a rule to
give every Member of Congress an op-
portunity to have their amendment
heard on the House Floor, giving Mem-
bers ample time to draft and submit
their amendments for consideration.

The rule also provides one hour of
general debate, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on the
Judiciary, and allows the amendment
in the nature of a substitute to be con-
sidered an original bill for the purpose
of amendment, and that it shall be con-
sidered as read.

The rule waives all points of order
against the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute and provides
that only the authoring Member or a
designee may offer a preprinted amend-
ment. Finally, the rule provides the
minority with one motion to recommit
either with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce the rule for H.R. 339, the Personal
Responsibility and Food Consumption
Act. This bill is common sense legisla-
tion that requires courts to dismiss
frivolous lawsuits seeking damages for
injuries resulting from obesity and its
attendant health problems that are
filed against the manufacturers, dis-
tributors, sellers, marketers, and ad-
vertisers of any food product by a
claimant or their spouse, parent, or
child. That is, simply put, what this
bill does, and | would like to congratu-
late our chairman of the Committee on
the Judiciary, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and the
bill’s sponsor, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KELLER) for their hard
work in bringing this legislation to the
floor for its consideration today.

Despite its opponents’ claims to the
contrary, what this bill does not do is
to relieve manufacturers of their exist-
ing Federal and State responsibilities
for manufacturing, marketing, distrib-
uting, advertising, labeling, or selling
their products, nor does it affect exist-
ing State laws against deceptive trade
practices or lawsuits filed for the relief
of claimants who become sick from
tainted food products. This bill is a
carefully crafted bill to address a spe-
cific problem: to put an end to frivo-
lous lawsuits that have been filed
against the lawful and productive food
services industry, an industry that pro-
vides 12 million Americans with jobs
and is the Nation’s largest private sec-
tor employer. And, it accomplishes this
while protecting all of the other rights
currently given to consumers.

This bill simply codifies the current
tort law of every State in America that
already has preventive injury claims
based on obesity and makes permanent
what a recent Gallup poll has shown
that 89 percent of Americans already
knew: that lawsuits against the food
industry are an attempt by the trial
bar to make an end-run around our Na-
tion’s established democratic process
through litigation. H.R. 339 creates a
narrow, national solution to the prob-
lem of these costly and wasteful law-
suits, and establishes in Federal law
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