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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. REHBERG).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 10, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DENNIS R.
REHBERG to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER
The Reverend Dr. William J.P.
Doubek I1l, National Chaplain, The

American Legion, Washington, DC, of-
fered the following prayer:

Lord God. Holy Scripture teaches us,
“Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows.” The
men and women who serve this great
Nation in this House are gifts to us
from You. We thank You and praise
You for their labor on behalf of these
United States.

As they study and debate various
issues, illuminate them with wisdom
from above. When they make decisions
that affect our lives, cause them to be
ever mindful of the trust we place in
them. Use them to glorify You by
bringing peace to our troubled planet.

Please bless each branch of our gov-
ernment. Protect them in their travels.
Watch over their families and loved
ones in their absence. Supply them
with time for rest and renewal. Make
us all responsible citizens and neigh-
bors.

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, | demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, | object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BURNS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BURNS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————
RURAL VETERANS

(Mr. BURNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my support for Amer-
ica’s veterans and all military per-

sonnel, especially those veterans who
live in rural locations throughout the
United States.

The 108th Congress is committed to
America’s veterans. We are providing
record funding for veterans programs,
including improvements in our vet-
erans health care system.

These funding measures are allowing
the Veterans Administration to open
community-based outpatient clinics in
many areas of our country. A new com-
munity-based outpatient clinic is
planned for Athens, Georgia, located in
Georgia’s 12th District. This clinic will
provide many needed medical services
to groups of proud veterans in Athens
and surrounding areas.

We need to ensure that these out-
patient clinics are adequately funded
and staffed. We need to encourage the
establishment of additional clinics in
rural areas where they can be bene-
ficial to our population of veterans.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress is com-
mitted to those who currently defend
this Nation and to those who have
served her in the past.

———
OUR TRADE DEFICIT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well,
congratulations to the Bush economic
team. Yet another record under their
belt. Last Friday, it was the announce-
ment that no private sector jobs had
been created in America and that they
are presiding over the largest job loss
since Herbert Hoover in the 1920s, but
today, they are touting their record on
trade, a new record, a $43 billion one
month trade deficit, and they say this
shows the U.S. economy is recovering.

Why? We are running a large and
growing trade deficit. This is recovery
at the Bush White House, a jobless re-
covery because they are engaging in
trade practices that are exporting the
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manufacturing base of this country,
now the intellectual technology base of
this country. They say it is good to
outsource jobs, although they are try-
ing to change the word there, that is,
U.S. jobs sent overseas are good for
American consumers. The problem is
Americans need jobs to be able to con-
sume, and under this administration,
those jobs are not available here be-
cause they are being shipped to China,
but this is good news, says the Bush ad-
ministration.

———
WINNING IN THE WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, America was thrust into war
on September 11, 2001, when our Nation
was viciously attacked by terrorists
who seek to destroy American free-
doms. Since that event, the U.S. mili-
tary has been winning the war on ter-
rorism, guided by the courageous lead-
ership of President George W. Bush.

Recognizing the true threat posed by
the global network of terrorism who
work closely with outlaw regimes,
President Bush laid out a bold and de-
cisive plan. America will not wait for
another September 11 to occur before
we take action to defend the American
people.

In the past 2¥%: years, our men and
women in uniform, backed by dozens of
coalition allies, have ended the oppres-
sive terrorist supporting regimes of the
Taliban in Afghanistan and Saddam
Hussein in lraq. This protects Amer-
ican families.

Americans can be assured that,
thanks to the commitment of Presi-
dent Bush and the valor of American
military, that we will continue to win
the war on terrorism, despite more at-
tacks worldwide.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

——————

ANOTHER RULING FOR MEDICAL
PRIVACY

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, last
year Congress created a zone of privacy
that blacks out the transfer of personal
medical information. There should be a
sign above one’s medical information
that reads, ‘“Do not enter.” It has been
a bipartisan effort.

On Monday, a Federal judge inter-
preted that law to mean that the Jus-
tice Department’s demands for medical
records from university hospitals, like
Northwestern University in Chicago,
was an undue intrusion on patients’
rights.

Federal and State laws already on
the books prevent that kind of intru-
sive breach. Congressional action last
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year to black out sharing confidential
health records further solidified bipar-
tisan support for medical privacy for
all Americans, and | am pleased that in
the last 48 hours, the Justice Depart-
ment has decided to withdraw their
subpoena and information request from
the hospitals who have stood strong in
the face of this intrusion of privacy by
the Federal Government.

As William Safire of The New York
Times this morning noted, “‘a balance
must be struck between protecting all
of us and protecting each one of us.”

Mr. Speaker, guaranteeing Ameri-
cans their medical privacy is a critical
first step toward that goal.

———
NORTH KOREA AND CHINA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on the issue
of human rights, today there are be-
tween 200- and 300,000 North Korean ref-
ugees in China. Half are women, and
while the men can find jobs as cheap
laborers, most of the women are sold
into forced labor or the sex trade.

Despite promises, China so far has re-
fused to grant the North Koreans offi-
cial refugee status, claiming it would
invite a flood of new refugees. That is
a faulty argument, and China did not
make it when Vietnamese refugees
sought refuge in their borders.

Refugee protection does not cause
refugee crises. Horrifying human rights
abuses, mass starvation, prison camps,
brutal torture, forced abortion, and a
ruler who believes that he is God
causes refugee crises.

It is time for China and the UNHCR
to live up to their obligations, and it is
time for Kim Jong Il to stop brutal-
izing his people and to step aside.

———

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN
FOOD CONSUMPTION ACT OF 2003

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in op-
position to H.R. 339, the Personal Re-
sponsibility in Food Consumption Act
of 2003.

According to a report released yes-
terday by the CDC, poor diet and a lack
of physical activity are among the
leading causes of death in the United
States. In fact, obesity is fast ap-
proaching to be the number one cause
of death in our country. Unless our
families become healthier, the CDC es-
timates that one in three children, or
in the Hispanic community, one in two
children, will become diabetic.

This year, California State Univer-
sity at Fullerton is proposing a Center
for the Prevention of Childhood Obe-
sity, which would work with schools
and other organizations to arm teach-
ers and parents with the tools that
they need to prevent obesity in their
children.
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It is also heartening to see some food
companies such as McDonald’s and Kel-
logg making positive changes in the
way that they produce food, and |
would argue that these changes are due
in large part to some of those lawsuits
brought against certain food companies
regarding nutritional value, content
information, or long-term con-
sequences of eating high fatty foods.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
LILLIAN R. BARCIO

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
member the life of the devoted wife,
courageous mother, publisher and jour-
nalist Lillian Rose Barcio.

Lillian Barcio died February 29, 2004,
in Indianapolis where she was born in
July of 1931. She is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 31 years, Bernard; her
daughters, Marsha Louzon, Sheryl
Donnella, Karen Pence, Cyndi Barcio;
and her son, Phillip Barcio. In addi-
tion, she is survived by eight grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

Through many hardships, Lillian
Barcio kept her faith in Christ and her
humor and optimism about life. The
Bible says that charm is deceptive and
beauty is fleeting but the woman who
fears the Lord is to be praised.

Lillian Barcio, my mother-in-law,
was such a woman whose life would
merit remembrance in this Congress
even if she had not raised the most
wonderful woman | have ever known.
May God rest the soul of Lillian Barcio
and bring rest and comfort to her lov-
ing husband Bernie and all those who
mourn her passing.

——————

THE ECONOMY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, good morn-
ing. | rise this morning to talk about
the economy. President Bush keeps
telling us the economy is turning the
corner and that jobs are coming. Well,
Mr. President, where are the jobs you
keep promising?

Last Friday brought more dis-
appointing news to our country. Twen-
ty-one thousand new jobs were created
last month. That is 285,000 fewer jobs
than President Bush promised his tax
cut would provide. The unemployment
rate among Latinos rose by 7.4 percent
last month, 28 percent higher than
when President Bush took office.

Twenty thousand plus people in my
District alone, 8 million nationwide,
are out of work. These people are look-
ing for jobs.

This coming weekend we are helping
to sponsor a job fair at the Los Angeles
Dodgers stadium. Hundreds of out-of-
work southern Californians are eager
to return to work. They, too, want to
know where the jobs are.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-17T04:27:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




