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The House met at 11:30 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, Your reluctant profit
Jonah called out to You from the
depths. Hear our prayer today for the
Members and the staffs who assist
them here in the House of Representa-
tives. Unlike Jonah, we will not run
away from Your presence nor avoid the
task You set before us.

Make us steadfast in faith that this
generation may seek the wisdom which
reveals the sign of Jonah. May the new
life still hidden in winter’s wrap come
forth. May the promise of deeper rela-
tionships emerge from confessed limi-
tations, apologies, and efforts of rec-
onciliation. May death to selfishness
give rise to the ability to love.

With Jonah we are always surprised
to find You, as ‘“‘a loving and merciful
God, always patient, always kind, and
always ready to change Your mind and
not punish.”

This we believe now and forever.
Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLuM) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. McCOLLUM led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 2057. An act to require the Secretary of
Defense to reimburse members of the United
States Armed Forces for certain transpor-
tation expenses incurred by the members in
connection with leave under the Central
Command Rest and Recuperation Leave Pro-
gram before the program was expanded to in-
clude domestic travel.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain ten 1-minute speeches on each
side.

———

CALLING FOR CHANGES IN EURO-
PEAN UNION’S AGRICULTURAL
SUBSIDY PROGRAMS

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, it is
high time for the European Union to
face the reality that it must eliminate
its destructive agricultural export sub-
sidies. This Member commends U.S.
Trade Representative Robert Zoellick
for emphasizing this message during
his recent visit to Geneva. As Ambas-
sador Zoellick correctly noted, such
action is one of the keys to reaching an
international ag trade agreement.

The EU’s outrageous use of export
subsidies hurts U.S. farmers, distorts
international trade, and harms devel-
oping countries. If the EU would end
its export subsidies, this Member is
confident that the U.S. would be more
than willing to eliminate its much
smaller export subsidies. It should be
noted that the American export sub-
sidies are only used occasionally as a
shot across the bow of the EU for the
third country export markets.

This Member believes the American
agriculture community is willing to
make certain changes in the current
domestic subsidy program as well, as
long as it is accompanied by meaning-
ful subsidy reforms in the EU as well as
in Japan and Korea.

Mr. Speaker, real change in the Euro-
pean Union’s agriculture export sub-
sidy programs, and especially its elimi-
nation of their ag export subsidies,
would be of great benefit to farmers
and consumers around the world.

————————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ST. PAUL,
MINNESOTA

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
I would like to wish a very happy 150th
birthday to the city I live in and rep-
resent, St. Paul, Minnesota. St. Paul is
Minnesota’s capital city, and it is 2
years more ‘“‘mature” than Min-
neapolis, our twin sister city.

Originally called Pig’s Eye by Mis-
sissippi River travelers who would stop
for a belt of whiskey, St. Paul was in-
corporated on March 4, 1854. For 150
years St. Paul’s special character has
been shaped by the people and cultures
of the world. For our first 100 years,
Native Americans, Europeans, African
Americans settled and built St. Paul.
More recently, new immigrants from
Asia, Latin America, and Africa con-
tinue to transform and strengthen St.
Paul.

It is no secret to St. Paul residents.
We live in a great city.

Happy birthday to St. Paul. It is 150
years old, and we are just getting
started.

——
FIGHTING FOR AMERICA’S
VETERANS: CONCURRENT RECEIPT

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this morning to talk about how
President Bush and this Republican
Congress have fought to honor Amer-
ica’s veterans. As Florida’s First Con-
gressional District is home to more
veterans than anywhere else in the Na-
tion, keeping the promises to veterans
is certainly my priority and it has been
one for this Republican Congress as
well.

I think it is safe to say that all of our
colleagues, Republicans and Demo-
crats, tell their constituents that they
support veterans and will keep the
many promises we have made to them
throughout the years. The difference is
that President Bush and our Repub-
lican colleagues have kept those prom-
ises. It is the Democrats who have not.

Republicans have increased to record
levels spending on veterans’ health
care and benefit programs. We have en-
acted countless measures to enhance
and expand compensation, retirement,
health, and medical programs for
America’s 25 million veterans and their
families since becoming the majority
party in this Congress.

We have also provided more than $22
billion to allow disabled veterans to re-
ceive both their disability compensa-
tion and retirement pay, a practice
which a 100-year-old law previously
prohibited. In fact, Republicans are the
only ones who have provided any, any,
concurrent receipt benefits for disabled
military retirees. Democrats had 40
years to do so as the majority party,
and they did not.

President Roosevelt said “A man
good enough to shed blood for his coun-
try is good enough to be given a square
deal afterwards.” We should be proud
of what President Bush and our Repub-
lican colleagues have done.

————

PEACE CORPS WEEK

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
because March 1 through March 7 is
National Peace Corps Week. One hun-
dred and seventy thousand volunteers
have served in 137 countries over the
past 43 years to make an impact on
this world, and | would just like to con-
gratulate all of those who are in the
field right now, who are in foreign
countries all over the word, and send a
special congratulations to each of them
during this National Peace Corps Week
for their service and contribution to
the developing countries throughout
the world.

And | would like to also remind them
that what we heard yesterday in testi-
mony by the leading generals in Iraq
was that the military understands that
until we cross the cultural divide, until
the United States crosses the cultural
divide, we will not have peace in this
world. And the people that are being
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able to cross that cultural divide and
bring the best of what is in America to
the best of what is outside America to-
gether is the National Peace Corps.
And | would just like to say on this
week of anniversary that the Peace
Corps volunteers do not give handouts.
They instead share their knowledge,
experiences, technical skills with
locals who in turn learn valuable les-
sons from them, the host country na-
tionals, as well as the host country na-
tionals learning from us. I am espe-
cially proud to be a return Peace Corps
volunteer from Colombia, where |
served in the 1960s, and the friendship
and understanding and compassion
that developed between myself and the
Colombians is forever with me and

with them.
And there are other Members, the
gentleman from  California (Mr.

HONDA), the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. PETRI), the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WALSH), and the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) who are
also return Peace Corps volunteers,
and I, with them, we extend congratu-
lations to all those who are serving and
to all those who applied to serve in the
United States Peace Corps. | thank
them very much on this week of the
anniversary of the Peace Corps.

———

FIGHTING FOR AMERICA’S
VETERANS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, | cannot agree more
with the gentleman from North Florida
about all of the gains that veterans
have made during the Republican ad-
ministration. There have been so many
legislative accomplishments on behalf
of veterans that have been made since
2000.

The issue of concurrent receipt
stands out actually as the primary ex-
ample of Republican achievement
versus Democrat rhetoric. The injus-
tice of concurrent receipt actually ex-
isted for well over 100 years. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) in-
troduced the bill every session of Con-
gress, and it has been here for about 15
years.

Veterans need to know that Demo-
crats never led on this issue because
under their control it never saw the
light of day. It took a Republican
President and a Republican Congress to
end this unfair penalty on disabled vet-
erans. The battle over concurrent re-
ceipt is well over 100 years old. We fi-
nally began to respond to the need and
address every disabled veteran so that
they will now be able to receive bene-
fits for 50 percent or greater disability,
that there will no longer be that offset.
Veterans deserve no less than this, and,
in fact, they actually deserve more.

As history has demonstrated, Amer-
ica’s veterans can count on the Repub-
lican majority to support them and to
honor them when they return home.

March 4, 2004

THE PEOPLE’S HOUSE

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, what is
known around here as business as usual
would make a Chicago alderman blush.
In Chicago we have a pretty high
standard. If we look at today’s Wash-
ington Post and New York Times edi-
torial page, they talk about the rela-
tionship between two lobbyists and the
Republican majority. Roll Call’s head-
line: ‘““Revolving Door Snags Hill Aide:
Staffer Negotiated Lobby Contract
While on House Payroll.”

The pharmaceutical industry was
working the halls, working on the
pharmaceutical prescription drug legis-
lation. The energy lobbyist got an en-
ergy bill.

Let me do a case in point. Four In-
dian tribes paid $45 million in 3 years
to buy access.

Mr. Speaker, there are good people
on both sides of the House with good
values. It is unfortunate the conduct of
a few brings shame on this institution.
The Speaker’s gavel is intended to open
the People’s House, not to close the
Auction House.

MEDICARE’S PRESCRIPTION DRUG
BENEFIT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in 1965
if one asked a group of people how
many in their family have to take five,
six, seven pills a day just to survive,
how many hands would be raised?
Probably not many because in 1965 we
did not have the miracle drugs that we
have today. But today in almost any
given audience if one asks that ques-
tion, how many who have somebody in
their family who have to take three or
four or five pills a day, 80 percent of
the hands go up.
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That is why the Republican Party
has added a prescription drug benefit
to Medicare. It is a choice; it is an op-
tion. If you are in Medicare now and
you love it as is, you do not have to do
this, because this is voluntary. But if
you want a 50 percent reduction in the
cost of your prescription drugs, this is
a plan that you should take a careful
look at.

The volunteer plan starts in 2006. To
bridge the gap in the meantime, all
seniors this summer, if they want to,
again, voluntarily, can buy a $30 dis-
count card that will reduce the cost of
drugs about 20 to 25 percent.

This is a significant step for better
health care for our seniors and a major
Medicare reform.
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