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be able to see gamma rays, which are 
not visible from traditional earth- 
based telescopes. 

The ability to view gamma-ray radi-
ation will allow scientists to learn new 
things about the universe including 
shedding light on previously unseen 
parts of the universe. Gamma rays are 
only produced with high-energy galac-
tic events such as exploding stars, 
pulsars, quasars and black holes. The 
new telescopic array will be able to 
view these gamma rays by observing 
the secondary radiation created when 
the gamma rays hit the earth’s atmos-
phere. 

The VERITAS telescope will increase 
the viewable power by a factor of ten, 
making it one of the most powerful 
gamma-ray telescopes on the planet. 
This is an important scientific project, 
and I encourage my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Ohio for his gra-
ciousness and good wishes. And he 
knows I would do almost anything for 
him, but as he knows, baseball has 
been well beyond my jurisdiction for 33 
years. We think we have rectified that 
with today’s announcement. I may 
have a little more to say about it than 
I have had since I was a child and the 
Senators were here. I want him to 
know that some wise guy called in, 
when we said, what should we name the 
Senators? And they said, noting my 
status on this floor, why do we not call 
them the Delegates? 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5105 authorizes the 
Board of Regents at the Smithsonian 
Institution to construct an astro-
physical observatory located at Kitt 
Peak, Arizona, and to carry out related 
activities in support of the project. The 
bill was introduced by the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. NEY) and referred to the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

This construction project will sup-
port the work of the Very Energetic 
Radiation Imaging Telescope Array 
System, or VERITAS, the project that 
deals with radiation imaging. The bill 
authorizes $1 million for the construc-
tion and related activities. The con-
struction will involve an inexpensive 
metal building which will be approxi-
mately 4,500 square feet to include a re-
pair area, meeting rooms, general stor-
age and kitchen. The building will be 
fire-resistant. 

The project is being conducted in 
partnership with the National Science 
Foundation and the Department of En-
ergy. It is a very worthwhile project, 
and I urge passage of the bill. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
as ranking minority member of the House Ad-
ministration Committee, which has primary ju-
risdiction over the Smithsonian Institution, I 

urge passage of H.R. 5105, a bill to authorize 
$1 million for the Smithsonian for site develop-
ment and construction in support of the 
VERITAS project, an international astro-
physical research consortium in which the 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory SAO 
plays a principal role. 

VERITAS the Very Energetic Radiation Im-
aging Telescope Array System will be located 
on Kitt Peak near Tucson, Arizona. 

The control building will house computers, 
electronics and other support required by as-
tronomers to run the telescopes and cameras 
conducting the VERITAS observations and re-
search, as well as a kitchen, storage space 
and meeting space for working astronomers. 
VERITAS is expected to come online in Octo-
ber 2006. 

The funds authorized by this bill were con-
tained in the President’s budget request and 
are included in the FY 2005 Interior Depart-
ment Appropriations bill, which funds the 
Smithsonian. A nearly identical bill, S. 2362, 
passed the Senate on June 14 by voice vote 
and was referred to our committee. 

VERITAS is part of the continuing revolution 
in the science of astronomy. New discoveries, 
techniques and devices have dramatically re-
shaped our view of the universe, as well as 
the mechanics of studying it. Different types of 
phenomenon, and radiation from different por-
tions of the spectrum are studied in unique 
ways, and astronomy has become increasingly 
specialized to facilitate such research. 

VERITAS is intended to study gamma radi-
ation from some of the most exotic, high en-
ergy sources in space, such as supernovas, 
black holes, quasars and pulsars. Gamma ra-
diation is very difficult to detect from the 
Earth’s surface and VERITAS will employ new 
scientific techniques to do so. 

VERITAS is a collaboration of seven institu-
tions in the U.S., including the Smithsonian 
Astrophysical Observatory, along with three in-
stitutions in Canada, the U.K. and Ireland, to 
build an array of four 40-foot diameter reflector 
which will give stereoscopic images of gamma 
rays. 

It represents the next generation of tele-
scopes studying gamma radiation, which the 
Smithsonian has done since 1968 at the 
Whipple Observatory. The Department of En-
ergy and the National Science Foundation 
each will provide 40 percent of the costs of 
equipment and construction, with the Smithso-
nian and overseas collaborators supplying the 
rest. The total cost of VERITAS would be 
about $17 million, and this authorization bill is 
necessary to allow the Smithsonian to use $1 
million in Federal funds to complete its finan-
cial contribution to the project. 

The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory 
SAO, a bureau of the Smithsonian, is the 
world’s premier facility in the exploration of as-
trophysical phenomena from Earth to the edge 
of the known universe, employing more than 
300 scientists. It was funded in Washington, 
D.C. in 1890 initially to focus on studying the 
Sun. In 1955 it relocated to Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts to join with the Harvard College 
Observatory and in 1973 an umbrella entity, 
the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astro-
physics, was created. 

Mr. Speaker, we can look forward to the sig-
nificant advances which VERITAS will bring to 
our understanding of some of the most fas-
cinating objects, and most powerful and mys-
terious forces, in the universe, and I urge ap-
proval of the bill. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 5105, which authorizes the Smith-
sonian Institution to construct an instrumenta-
tion support facility on Kitt Peak, Arizona. 

The Smithsonian Institution requires this 
base facility to support the ongoing collabo-
rative VERITAS project. 

VERITAS, which is a high energy telescope 
research project, was listed as a priority for 
international ground and space research initia-
tives, in a report of the Astronomy and Astro-
physics Survey Committee of the National Re-
search Council. 

The goals of the VERITAS project are to 
further develop the field of high-energy 
gamma-ray astronomy. This project expands 
on work done through the Smithsonian’s As-
trophysical Observatory or SAO, and will help 
to maintain the Smithsonian’s goal of excel-
lence in scientific research. 

With the help of VERITAS, SAO astrono-
mers will be able to produce the next levels of 
knowledge about gamma-ray astronomy, de-
velop further scientific instrumentation to de-
tect this highest energy form of light, and re-
main as one of the world’s leading authorities 
on gamma-ray bursts. 

The VERITAS project enables astronomers 
to explore solar flares, supernovae, neutron 
stars, black holes and active galaxies. By ex-
ploring gamma rays, the SAO astronomers will 
gain further knowledge into the origins of the 
universe, the rate at which it is expanding, and 
its current size. 

This bill authorizes a total of $1 million for 
fiscal year 2005, for constructing a support fa-
cility and the necessary utilities and equipment 
housings. 

The balance of the $17 million dollars will 
come from other non-Smithsonian sources, 
such as the U.S. Department of Energy, the 
National Science Foundation, and the inter-
national consortium, so the Smithsonian will 
get enormous value for its investment. 

The Smithsonian has been a leader in sci-
entific research, and this project will go a long 
way in furthering this worthwhile endeavor. I 
urge my colleagues to support H.R. 5105. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5105. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

F.H. NEWELL BUILDING 
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3124) to designate the facility 
of the United States Geological Survey 
and the United States Bureau of Rec-
lamation located at 230 Collins Road, 
Boise, Idaho, as the ‘‘F.H. Newell 
Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 3124 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 05:03 Sep 30, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00077 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29SE7.140 H29PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7814 September 29, 2004 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The facility of the United States Geologi-
cal Survey and the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation located at 230 Collins Road, 
Boise, Idaho, shall be known and designated 
as the ‘‘F.H. Newell Building’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the facility referred to in 
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘F.H. Newell Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE). 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 3124, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Idaho (Mr. OTTER), des-
ignates the facility of the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey and the U.S. Bureau of Rec-
lamation located in Boise, Idaho, as 
the ‘‘F.H. Newell Building.’’ 

Fredrick Haynes Newell was born in 
Bradford, Pennsylvania, on March 5, 
1862. He attended MIT where he studied 
mining engineering. Upon his gradua-
tion he went to work for the U.S. Geo-
logical Service, when he was tapped to 
head an irrigation survey team map-
ping sites of potential dams in the 
American West. 

While doing his work, F.H. Newell de-
veloped several stream-gauging tech-
niques and invented the instruments 
that are still in use today by the Geo-
logical Survey. Upon passage of the 
Reclamation Act of 1902, F.H. Newell 
was appointed as the first chief engi-
neer and later the second director of 
what has now become the Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

In his autobiography, President 
Teddy Roosevelt praised Newell for his 
‘‘constructive imagination,’’ leader-
ship, and high character. After leaving 
federal service, F.H. Newell became an 
educator, being named head of the De-
partment of Civil Engineering at the 
University of Illinois. He was also the 
author or co-author of seven books and 
a number of articles on engineering 
techniques. 

This is a fitting tribute to a creative 
and dedicated public servant. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3124 
is a bill to designate the facility of the 
United States Geological Survey and 
the United States Bureau of Reclama-
tion located at 230 Collins Road, Boise, 
Idaho, as the ‘‘F.H. Newell Building.’’ 

F.H. Newell was the first hydro-
graphic engineer for the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey and a person who contrib-

uted significantly to the water develop-
ment in Idaho and throughout the 
West. He appreciated the need for sav-
ing the forest and the soil as well as 
the need for irrigation. 

Mr. Newell was single-mindedly de-
voted to the task of reclamation and 
protection of natural resources. He is 
described as having a constructive 
imagination, a forceful drive and dedi-
cation. President Roosevelt viewed him 
as the model public servant. It is very 
appropriate to acknowledge the signifi-
cant career contributions of F.H. New-
ell with this designation. I urge pas-
sage of the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

b 1900 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of the bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
3124. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GARZA-VELA UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1402) to designate a United 
States courthouse in Brownsville, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Garza-Vela United 
States Courthouse,’’ as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1402 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
the corner of Seventh Street and East Jack-
son Street in Brownsville, Texas, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Reynaldo G. 
Garza and Filemon B. Vela United States 
Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Reynaldo G. Garza 
and Filemon B. Vela United States Court-
house’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE). 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1402 introduced by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ) 
designates the United States court-

house located in Brownsville, Texas, as 
the Reynaldo G. Garza and Filemon B. 
Vela United States Courthouse. 

This legislation honors two men who 
were pioneers, as well as judicial gi-
ants, yet at the same time two men 
who made time for family and commu-
nity. 

Reynaldo Guerra Garza was born in 
Brownsville, Texas in 1915 and spent 
his lifetime working in and serving 
that community as an attorney in the 
Army Air Corps and as a Federal judge 
committed to protecting the rights of 
legal immigrants. 

President Kennedy appointed Judge 
Garza to the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas in 1961. At 
that time, Judge Garza became the 
first Mexican American on any U.S. 
District Court. In 1979, when President 
Jimmy Carter appointed Judge Garza 
to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, 
he became the first Mexican American 
to gain that honor as well. 

Filemon Bartolome Vela was born in 
Arlington, Texas in 1936 and attended 
the Harlingen public schools. Like 
Judge Garza, he dedicated his life to 
South Texas, first as a State judge, and 
then as a Federal judge, taking over 
the seat vacated by Judge Garza upon 
his appointment to the circuit court of 
appeals. 

Judge Vela is perhaps best known in 
the community for his work with the 
schools, speaking to children on career 
days and encouraging youth to get an 
education by supporting literacy pro-
grams. 

Each of these gentleman succumbed 
to their illnesses in the past year. This 
naming is a fitting tribute to their 
dedicated service. I urge my colleagues 
to support this legislation. 

I also want to recognize my col-
league, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ORTIZ), for his dedication in bringing 
this legislation to the floor. I thank 
him for ensuring that these men are 
recognized for their service. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I join with Mr. 
ORTIZ of Brownsville, Texas, in supporting 
H.R. 1402, a bill to name the courthouse in 
Brownsville, Texas as the Reynaldo G. 
Garza—Filemon B. Vela United States Court-
house. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill honors the life and 
works of two extraordinary Mexican-Ameri-
cans. Judge Reynaldo Garza was born in 
Brownsville in 1915. He graduated from local 
elementary schools as well as Brownsville 
High School. After graduating from Brownsville 
Junior College he attended the University of 
Texas where he received a combined degree 
of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Law. 

Judge Garza served his country during 
World War II in the Air Force. After the war he 
returned to Brownsville to practice law. 

In 1961 President Kennedy appointed Judge 
Garza to the District Court for the Southern 
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