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Irag. Turkey has decided not to send troops to
Iraq. Japan will not be sending personnel and
it is providing less money for rebuilding than it
once offered. Even South Korea has said that
the lack of security in Iraq makes the idea of
sending South Korean troops untenable.
Where now is the joint effort that the President
promised? How will the administration secure
the assistance that is clearly needed in Iraq?
The number of casualties is increasing at an
alarming rate; when will it stop?

| believe that the administration must em-
brace a multilateral peace process to bring
lasting peace to Iraq and to create an environ-
ment in which rebuilding can safely occur. A
multilateral process is needed not only to de-
velop and maintain peace within Iraq but also
throughout the Middle East region.

Therefore, in addition to creating a plan in
Iraq the President needs to create a plan to
truly engage our allies. That is how the United
States will be successful not just in the short
term but for years to come. That is how we
can responsibly follow up the inspiring words
of His Excellency Prime Minister Allawi.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
McCOTTER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. EDWARDS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. EDWARDS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STRICKLAND addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. RYAN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ETHERIDGE addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

NATIONAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to talk tonight about the Lee-Capuano-
Sanders discharge petition which is
H.J. Res. 748. This resolution requests
immediate consideration of H.R. 1102,
which is the National Affordable Hous-
ing Construction Program, a trust
fund, which targets funding and re-
sources to States and localities to as-
sist people in the most desperate need
for affordable housing.

Mr. Speaker, today, many of us rec-
ognize that we do live in two Americas,
one for the wealthy and one for those
who are struggling to just make ends
meet. We have families living in dilapi-
dated rental units, clutching to poten-
tially meaningless section 8 vouchers,
facing the harsh realities of high-cost
housing or homelessness; but we have
an opportunity here to make a real dif-
ference in the lives of people who need
just a bit of our help, people, families,
children, men and women.

We have an opportunity to help sup-
port families in their desire to build
intergenerational wealth for the fu-
ture. At a time of State budget crunch-
es and shortfalls, we have an oppor-
tunity here to support our States who
want to build safer, more affordable
quality communities for our most vul-
nerable constituents.

Discharging H.R. 1102 under an open
rule to the House floor would at least
allow us to debate the need for more af-
fordable housing and show where our
national priorities really are. I know
that our constituents want us to au-
thorize a national affordable housing
trust fund because it would construct
1.6 million affordable housing units
over the next decades.

The Center For Community Change
estimates that a national affordable
housing trust fund would create 1.8
million, that is 1.8 million, new jobs.
That is nearly $50 billion in wages,
good-paying jobs; and with our econ-
omy the way it is right now, with peo-
ple on the brink, with so many layoffs,
you cannot tell me that 1.8 million new
jobs will not make a difference in the
lives of millions of people.

Mr. Speaker, just think of it, if this
Congress invested a mere 5, $5.1 billion,
that is $5 billion, that is peanuts real-
ly, $5 billion into affordable housing, of
course instead of this never-ending war
in Iraq, if we did this, I mean, the war
in Iraq now is upwards of $200 billion. If
we just invested $5 billion into this
trust fund, we could commit at least
$37 to $40 million to each State for
housing, $200 billion again, Mr. Speak-
er, for Iraq. We should not even worry
about $5 billion. We should be sup-
porting this bill. We should move it
forward in this House. $56 billion, again
as compared to $200 billion, that is very
minimal in terms of resources.

So this does not make any sense to
me, why this bill has not come to the
floor for a debate, why we do not have
a national housing trust fund. Signing
this discharge petition will help this
tripartisan bill. We have over 215 Mem-
bers with the gentleman from Vermont
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(Mr. SANDERS), myself, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS),
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK), the gentleman from New
York (Mr. CAPUANO), and many, many
cosponsors on both sides of the aisle,
and the gentleman from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), tripartisan.

If, in fact, we discharge this petition,
we would really overcome whatever po-
litical obstacles there are that have
prevented this realistic, sensible and
targeted, affordable housing legislation
from coming before this Chamber.

It is my understanding that former
Secretary Mel Martinez just said he did
not want it to come to this body, and
that is what has happened. 214 cospon-
sors, I do not think it makes sense for
us to allow a former Secretary of HUD
to dictate the legislation that comes to
the body of this House. This program
can and will make a considerable dif-
ference in the lives of our constituents.

Let me just tell my colleagues, over
5,000 organizations, unions, working
men and women, nonprofits, faith-
based organizations, individuals have
endorsed this bill and are organizing
grass-roots support to really call their
Members and ask them for their sup-
port and why they are not supporting
it, if they are not.

We recognize the cost and the hesi-
tation that many Members had in re-
gard to using the FHA surplus, which
was the way the bill was initially writ-
ten. So that is why, in order to garner
additional bipartisan support, we have
revised the funding mechanism and
asked that the capable appropriators
find the necessary $5 billion wherever
they deem appropriate. We have nego-
tiated in good faith on this bill, and it
makes no sense for us now to be here
pushing this discharge petition as we
are because of the fact that it has gone
through committee and that it should
be debated on this floor.
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It should be authorized because it
will provide housing to all, which many
of us feel, I know some may not believe
this, but I believe that housing should
be a basic human right, and because of
that, it outweighs all of its cost.

So I encourage all Members to sign
their names to the Lee-Sanders-
Capuano discharge petition, because
together, we can build affordable fu-
tures for families and thousands of
children across this country. If we
work together for passage of this bill,
we can prevent thousands of our elder-
ly and low-income families from choos-
ing between food and shelter. And in
many instances, that is what is going
on. If we work together for passage of
this bill, we can build safe havens
through affordable supportive housing
instead of homeless shelters for women
fleeing domestic violence. If we work
together for passage of this bill, we can
build more opportunities for home
ownership and mixed-income commu-
nities in rural and urban America.

Investing in H.J. Res. 748 means in-
vesting in a national affordable hous-
ing trust fund and providing a greater
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chance to realize the American Dream
for all Americans. Together, we can
bridge those two Americas into one
prosperous land for all.

So I ask my colleagues, I plead with
my colleagues, because we only have
about a week left here, to come to the
House floor and sign this petition. I am
asking all of them to make a decision
that reflects the need for more afford-
able housing opportunities, for more
jobs, and for more State and local
choices for housing and community de-
velopment.

Mr. Speaker, I now wish to yield to
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE), who 1is a consistent
fighter for children and families and
who also believes basic housing should
be a human right for all.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tlewoman for yielding to me and for
her work and the work of her col-
leagues on this important initiative. I
am delighted to be an early cosponsor
of this legislation because it follows
the needs of my constituents in the
Eighteenth Congressional District in
Houston. We have confronted in that
district a number of housing dilemmas
and housing concerns.

The first one that comes to mind, of
course, is the year-long work that we
had to participate in in order to over-
come some obstacles in restoring what
we call the senior home repair pro-
gram. There is not much, probably,
that sometimes Members have not seen
because of their travel to war zones
and dealing with some of the condi-
tions of their constituents. We see
tragedies of great moment because we
are expected as elected officials to be
able to respond to those needs. But
going into inner-city areas and even to
rural areas and sometimes seeing the
conditions that senior citizens live in,
people who have worked their whole
lives but maybe as they have worked
their income has not met their ability
to survive, with their health needs,
their food needs and their housing
needs.

I spoke earlier today of constituents
who live in burned-out homes; half the
home literally burned down because
there were no public resources to ei-
ther repair the home or replace the
home. The same with homes that were
in such bad condition that bucketloads
of water would come in when it rained.
The wiring was in poor condition.
There was no ability to have air-condi-
tioning. These are homes that people
live in.

And, Mr. Speaker, what about the
thousands of persons that are living
with family members or others? They
call those individuals transients, those
who are living from place to place.
These are individuals with families. In
fact, in our school district, we had a
name for those children that wound up
either in different schools in the same
school year because their family had to
move from place to place, or maybe
were living in a car and the car then
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fell upon disrepair and so they had no
place to go.

It is interesting that even in the
richest country in the world that we
have this dilemma in housing. So the
national housing trust fund legislation
is really long overdue, with 214 cospon-
sors. This is a bill that we wanted to do
in regular order, the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, the members of that
committee, the leaders of that com-
mittee, the names we have called out.
I believe the gentlewoman mentioned
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE), leading this special
order this evening, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS), and I
saw the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK) and the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. CAPUANO). Those of
us who joined eagerly to be cosponsors
really realize this is an opportunity
that has been lost.

Even today, those that I know to be
long-standing supporters across party
lines, such as Jack Kemp, who was
with me in Houston a few months ago,
where we went to a complex of Habitat
for Humanity and we were able to build
in Houston hundreds of homes. Home-
owners contributed to it. And we are
very grateful for Habitat for Humanity
and projects like that, but that is not
the total answer. We participated in
that project. It was related to the
Super Bowl. And we are glad that we
did some constructive things that the
NFL does, and we continue to work
with Habitat for Humanity and a num-
ber of other self-help programs, but we
cannot self-help ourselves across Amer-
ica in the enormous deterioration of
public housing in America.

There is an eagerness of those living
in public housing to own their own
homes. And the HOME program, where
we were giving equity and giving down
payments, is really on the ropes. The
home repair program for senior citizens
is on the ropes. Why is it on the ropes?
Because we are not able to fund it the
way we need to fund it. So today Jack
Kemp, and I might add Henry Cisneros,
stood up to support the concept of a
national housing trust fund.

I believe that this really plays into
the whole desire of every American to
have a better quality of life. We always
go back to the opening words of the
Declaration of Independence because it
was the framework by which the
Founding Fathers drafted our Con-
stitution. It is words we use very often.
I do not know how they managed to
capture such brilliant language that
fits all centuries, all years; that we all
are created equal. I always do a caveat
that as they wrote it, they obviously
left out a large portion of those in
America, claiming that slaves were
less than one person.

But the words were beautiful, they
were meaningful, and they can be car-
ried and applicable to all. We are all
created equal with certain inalienable
rights of life and liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.
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Mr. Speaker, in this Nation, the pur-
suit of happiness, I believe, encom-
passes education, health care, and
housing. A national housing trust fund
would construct, rehabilitate and pre-
serve rental housing for people with
the very lowest incomes, as well as pro-
vide rental housing and homeownership
opportunities for those with incomes of
up to 80 percent of area median income.
This is important.

But besides the homeless, Mr. Speak-
er, there are some 25,000 people on the
waiting list in Houston for Section 8
housing. It is atrocious, that list. They
just stay on and on and on and on. The
list does not move. Throughout every-
one’s districts many people ask how
they get on the list, or why are they on
the list so long; or how can they get
housing. The trust fund would use a
dedicated source of revenue to produce
and rehabilitate and preserve 1.5 mil-
lion homes over the next 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, these would not be Re-
publican homes, independent homes,
Democratic homes, or only urban
homes, big city homes, or only central
city homes. These would be homes
across the Nation. And when you travel
to districts that are rural, you can be
assured that people need places to live.

The trust fund will provide much-
needed stimulus to our economy, cre-
ating jobs and adding to the revenues
of States and localities. An investment
of $5 billion in a national housing trust
fund will result in 1.8 million new jobs
and $50 billion in wages.

One of the things I think we never
think about when we think about hous-
ing, like when we got Federal funds to
help rehabilitate my public housing,
housing developments as the residents
there like to call it, I added an amend-
ment that year for Houston and other
public housing projects to use the resi-
dents of public housing to work on the
rehabilitation project; to use them to
be carpenters and plumbers and elec-
tricians, those who lived inside those
housing developments. Because they
would be getting skills and getting in-
come.

This is a clear win-win situation.
New jobs and $50 billion in wages. Who
knows, those people working on this
housing could then elevate themselves
to the middle class and then buy their
housing. This is a positive, positive,
positive stroke of genius.

The lack of adequate housing hurts
children now and in the future. Poor
housing circumstances have been
linked to poor educational performance
and poor health. Children with unsta-
ble housing situations have unstable
schooling. A review of the research on
high-classroom turnover shows the
highly detrimental effects of changing
schools on educational outcomes.
Other research shows that children liv-
ing in substandard housing have in-
creased chances of lead poisoning and
asthma, while high-housing costs leads
to child malnutrition as families
choose between food and rent.
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When I worked with Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac in my district, but par-
ticularly Fannie Mae, where we have
an office, to see the looks on the faces
of those who were getting homes, and
when we had the ribbon-cutting cere-
monies and the children went into
their own bedrooms, what a difference
their own bedroom made. That is why
the national housing trust fund is so
very important. It helps people with
the lowest income face the greatest dif-
ficulty, which is finding housing that is
available and affordable. For people
across the income spectrum who are
experiencing housing affordability defi-
cits, this is what this is all about.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot imagine that
we would want to keep 4.8 million low-
to moderate-income working families
earning between the full-time min-
imum wage and 120 percent of area me-
dian income without housing. There is
a critical housing shortage for them.

The lack of affordable housing hurts
elderly people and people with disabil-
ities. The national vacancy rate does
not capture the market failure in af-
fordable housing. Because we do not
have the affordable housing units, we
lose out on the people who are able to
buy those houses.

It is ridiculous, Mr. Speaker. A
$150,000 or $200,000 home may seem af-
fordable to those who are working for
dollars way above that of individuals
needing to get the kind of housing that
is affordable. In light of the Nation’s
housing crisis, the national housing
trust fund is a moral imperative and
national resources should be used to
combat this.

Let me just say that I spoke earlier
today on the floor asking for a plan in
order to help us move swiftly in re-
building Iraq and returning our sol-
diers home with valor and ceasing the
violence. We are spending $56 billion a
month in Iraq, a billion dollars a
month and more in Afghanistan, and
already we have spent $200 billion. I
want the gentlewoman to know that I
cannot imagine that this Congress,
with all of the cosponsors that she has,
would not give us the opportunity be-
fore we shut down to go home and be
able to pass this legislation, and,
frankly, to save lives in America.
There are homeless people, with ruined
lives, and we need to be able to protect
them and provide them opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for giving me this opportunity
not only to speak about the needs
across the Nation, but to speak about
the needs in Houston. We have lived
this and we have seen it. I have gone
out to homes. While I speak there are
people living in conditions that are
shameful. We need more money in
Houston, but I know we need more
money across the Nation for housing.

So I hope we will see the passage of
this bill. Let us do everything we can.
I cannot thank the gentlewoman
enough for the leadership that she has
provided, and she has my commitment
that we will work together on this very
important issue.
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The House version of the National Housing
Trust Fund legislation now has an impressive
214 cosponsors. But the leadership of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, which has juris-
diction over the bill, has not taken up the bill.

So in late July, my colleagues Representa-
tives BARBARA LEE, MICHAEL CAPUANO and
BERNIE SANDERS filed a discharge petition in
an effort to move the National Housing Trust
Fund forward. The petition would “discharge”
the committee of its responsibility in consid-
ering the bill. If a majority of the Members,
218, sign the petition, the bill could come di-
rectly to the House floor for debate and a
vote.

A National Housing Trust Fund would con-
struct, rehabilitate, and preserve rental hous-
ing for people with the very lowest incomes,
as well as provide rental housing and home-
ownership opportunities for some people with
incomes up to 80 percent of the area median
income. The Trust Fund would use a dedi-
cated source of revenue to produce, rehabili-
tate and preserve 1.5 million homes over the
next 10 years.

The Trust Fund will provide much needed
stimulus to our economy, creating jobs and
adding to the revenues of states and localities.
An investment of $5 billion in a National Hous-
ing Trust Fund will result in 1.8 million new
jobs and $50 billion in wages.

The lack of adequate housing hurts children
now and into the future. Poor housing cir-
cumstances have been linked to poor edu-
cational performance and poor health.

Children with unstable housing situation
have unstable schooling. A review of the re-
search on high classroom turnover shows the
highly detrimental effects of changing schools
on educational outcomes. Other research
shows that children living in substandard
housing have increased chances of lead poi-
soning and asthma, while high housing costs
lead to child malnutrition, as families choose
between food and rent.

While people with the lowest incomes face
the greatest difficulty in finding housing that is
available and affordable, people across the in-
come spectrum are experiencing housing af-
fordability problems. There is nearly a two mil-
lion unit gap in the housing available and af-
fordable for the lowest income people and the
number of people needing housing.

There is no jurisdiction, urban, suburban or
rural, where wages from a full-time minimum
wage job can pay the rent on a modest two-
bedroom home and in many places, the equiv-
alent of at least two or three full-time minimum
wage salaries are needed. In addition, a re-
cent study found that 4.8 million low- to mod-
erate-income working families—families earn-
ing between the full-time minimum wage and
120 percent of the area median income—had
critical housing needs in 2001, spending more
than half of their income on rent or living in
substandard housing.

The lack of affordable housing hurts elderly
people and people with disabilities. On aver-
age, people with disabilities who receive SSI
would need to use their entire SSI check each
month to pay the rent on a modest one-bed-
room apartment. Six times as many seniors
needed housing assistance than were receiv-
ing assistance and 324,000 existing sub-
sidized and affordable housing units are at risk
of being lost to the private market.

The national vacancy rate does not capture
the market failure in affordable housing. The
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2001 national vacancy rate of 8.4 percent
does not mean that those vacant units are uni-
formly available around the country, nor that
those vacant units are affordable to people
with low incomes. Recent housing develop-
ment has been focused on luxury rentals, out
of reach of people earning low wages. In con-
trast, over the 1990s, 14 percent of the rental
housing affordable to the poorest people has
disappeared from the housing stock. Indeed,
in many places, affordable housing has been
demolished to make room for luxury housing.

In light of the nation’s housing crisis, the
National Housing Trust Fund is a moral imper-
ative and national resources should be used
to combat this. To date, nearly 4,000 organi-
zations, religious leaders, businesses, news-
paper editorials and others have said that our
country needs a National Housing Trust Fund
by becoming Trust Fund endorsers. New en-
dorsers of the Trust Fund are added every
day. In the 107th Congress, the endorsers
were joined by 200 members of the House of
Representatives and 29 members of the Sen-
ate who cosponsored Trust Fund legislation.
Given the extent of housing needs, the federal
government should make it a priority to pro-
vide sufficient resources for the construction,
preservation and rehabilitation of housing for
the poorest people.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me thank
the gentlewoman from Texas for that
very powerful, eloquent, and com-
prehensive statement, and also for re-
minding us of the types of cuts and
what is on the chopping block this year
as we try to push forward a bill to cre-
ate 1.5 million affordable housing
units.

The gentlewoman reminds us of what
we are faced with and what we are
fighting just to protect. Let me give
some numbers here, Mr. Speaker.

First of all, by HUD’s own admission,
this year’s budget cuts $1.63 billion out
of Section 8. That is outrageous. Public
housing funding is being cut by $180
million. The gentlewoman talked
about public housing in her district.
What are people going to do? What are
people going to do? We zeroed out $149
million for last year’s HOPE VI. Out-
rageous. Outrageous.

For Community Development Block
Grants, the funding is what we call
flat, which means really that it has
fallen by about 9 percent. The budget
actually eliminates brownfields, it
eliminates rural housing and economic
development, it eliminates empower-
ment zones and Community Develop-
ment Block Grants. It rescinds about
$675 million of contract amendments
for our section 236 projects, which pro-
vide prepayments for assisted housing
projects.
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The request of $139 million represents
a cut of $35 million for lead paint
grants. I could go on and on. Serving as
a member of the Subcommittee on
Housing and Community Opportunity,
we have fought these battles this year
and will continue to fight against these
cuts.

As we attempt to get a debate on the
National Housing Trust Fund, what we
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see are efforts to cut what is left. We
need to not only restore these cuts that
are in the existing budget, but we need
to fight for more funding for section 8,
more funding for community block
grants and more funding to get rid of
lead in our children’s homes. We need
more money, not cuts. This affordable
housing trust fund at least puts us
stepping in the right direction.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
to comment on these cuts as they re-
late to her district. I know the gentle-
woman’s district is similar to my dis-
trict in terms of the struggles that peo-
ple mount every day. This is an impor-
tant issue that needs to be made a na-
tional priority.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
yielding to me.

First of all, these are shocking num-
bers to know that our appropriations
that are moving to the floor are going
to literally put a dagger in the needs of
Americans all over.

One thing I would say is housing is
not political. It is not partisan. It
should not be. I want to just read a col-
umn from David Broder, Washington
Post, ‘“Help At Home.” He mentions
Henry Cisneros and Jack Kemp. He
mentions that they were right in con-
tending that housing is every bit as im-
portant a measure of American values
as any of those other concerns. The
quote is, “We are a Nation that under-
stands and asserts the promise of indi-
vidual opportunity, and we recognize
that decent housing is a precursor to
its realization.” Then they say their
agenda includes programs to end
chronic homelessness.

When we take away section 8 and the
equity program and the public housing
program, we increase homelessness. It
is chronic homelessness for people who
cannot just pull themselves up. They
want to revive and expand public hous-
ing, increase the use of housing vouch-
ers, encourage employee-assisted hous-
ing, eliminate regulatory barriers to
affordable housing and crack down on
predatory lending and overt discrimi-
nation.

Obviously, that is an expanded con-
cept, but then they endorse the estab-
lishment of a national housing trust
fund. This is an idea which is gathering
increasing support in Congress to pro-
vide the capital needed to produce af-
fordable housing.

One other comment, I say housing is
not partisan; Secretary Jackson was in
Texas, but even his review of the situa-
tion when he was in the home of a sen-
ior citizen, Mrs. Waddle, Secretary
Alphonso Jackson examined the crum-
bling wallboard, cracked ceiling and
sagging foundation in Earnestine Wad-
dle’s northwest Houston home. She is
73 years old. She brought the whole
group of us to an emotional standstill.
We are waiting to have her home re-
paired. She is an example of what the
gentlewoman is talking about.

I would simply say the national hous-
ing trust is long overdue. Here we have
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bipartisan affirmation that we need to
do more for housing, and here we have
Earnestine Waddles’s home as a symbol
of homes across the Nation. We want to
be in the business of helping people
across the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the article about Secretary
Jackson’s visit to Earnestine Waddle’s
home.

[From the Houston Chronicle, June 30, 2004]
WAIT FOR HOUSE REPAIRS ENDING
(By Mike Snyder)

A member of President Bush’s Cabinet
draped his arm around a 73-year-old Houston
widow Wednesday and promised that her
long wait for badly needed home repairs
would soon end.

Alphonso Jackson, the U.S. secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, examined
the crumbling wallboard, cracked ceiling and
sagging foundation in Earnestine Waddle’s
northwest Houston home. Waddle will be the
first homeowner to get help under a re-
vamped city program to repair the homes of
low-income elderly and disabled people,
Jackson said.

“I’m somewhat emotional, because I think
this is wrong, that Mrs. Waddle has to live
like this,” Jackson said.

HUD suspended Houston’s home-repair pro-
gram in November after finding evidence
that some contractors had been overpaid or
performed shoddy work. The city resumed
the service on a limited basis in April, but
the guidelines were so restrictive that fewer
than a dozen households qualified for assist-
ance.

Jackson said Wednesday that work should
begin this month on an expanded program
that will include major rehabilitation and
reconstruction of houses as well as the short-
term emergency repairs being made now. His
announcement prompted applause and a cho-
rus of “amen” from a crowd gathered to hear
him at the Acres Homes Multi-Service Cen-
ter.

Mayor Bill White, who joined Jackson and
U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee for the an-
nouncement, said new guidelines worked out
by the city and HUD will ensure problems
that led the federal agency to shut down the
program would not recur.

“We are going to do what it takes to get
qualified people to do these home repairs,”
White said. ‘““We will be accountable for what
we do.”

If the City Council approves, the city will
budget $2 million for the program, and HUD
will reimburse the city after approving the
completed work.

In the past, the city has delegated the se-
lection of contractors and oversight of their
work to nonprofit agencies such as the Hous-
ton Area Urban League. Under the revised
guidelines, city employees will perform these
functions, said Kevin Davis, spokesman for
the city’s Housing and Community Develop-
ment Department.

A limit of $5,000 per house is being elimi-
nated, Davis said, because officials deter-
mined this was not enough to address the
needs of many eligible households. Officials
haven’t decided whether to apply a new cap,
he said.

The home reconstruction component is
new to the program and reflects a recogni-
tion that many houses are in such poor con-
dition that repairs are not feasible.

Jackson said he came to Houston at the
urging of Jackson Lee, a Democrat whose
18th Congressional District includes many
poor Houston neighborhoods where repairs
are badly needed. Jackson Lee has spent
months working with local and federal offi-
cials to get the program started again.
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“In her tenacious style, she brought (the
problem) to my attention and kept insisting
that I come and look at what was hap-
pening,” Jackson said. ‘‘She emphasized why
the program was so important.”

Waddle, who said she has lived in the house
in Acres Homes for almost 40 years, said she
was grateful for Jackson’s help.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I am glad the
gentlewoman brought to our attention
the visit of the Secretary of HUD. I was
quite disappointed when he came to
our subcommittee when we were talk-
ing about housing. He indicated that
poverty was a state of mind and had
nothing much to do with the economics
or discrimination or the environment
or the state of condition in terms of
one’s circumstances. Perhaps he was
sensitized by this visit. Let us hope so.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN), a great leader, who is fighting
on many fronts.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, first of all, let me com-
mend the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) and the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). I have vis-
ited both of your districts, and I know
we have similar problems as far as
HUD is concerned and housing and
homeownership.

I personally had one of the largest
town hall meeting workshops on home-
ownership where we brought in all of
our partners, and we are working to-
gether to try to improve housing for all
Americans.

The Congressional Black Caucus’s
goal is to have a million new home-
owners. I am proud to be a part of that.

But I have to say that this adminis-
tration, the Bush administration, has
almost wiped out the housing program.
In the memo that was uncovered that,
if George W. Bush is reelected, they are
going to cut every single domestic pro-
gram, and there are not a lot of advo-
cates, unfortunately, for housing in
this Congress.

On the vote tonight is another dem-
onstration of ‘“we do not really care
about the people who need the hands
up.” This administration practices
what I call reverse Robin Hood. When 1
was coming up, my favorite program
was Robin Hood. These people practice
robbing from the poor and working
people to give tax breaks to the rich.
Of course, it happened again today.

I certainly agree that we need middle
class tax cuts, but we also need breaks
for the working poor, people who work
every day but cannot make it because
they do not have health insurance,
they do not have decent housing for
their children.

I was listening to the report on 9/11
where they were talking about what
was not available for the young people
in Iraq, decent housing, training, edu-
cation. I said to myself, we need a lit-
tle of that in my district, and I am sure
in the gentlewoman’s.

The homeless have been mentioned. I
have been on the Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs for over 12 years. One-
third of the homeless people are vet-
erans, one-third. It is criminal that we
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do not provide the support system that
they need. They are out there because
they do not have the proper medica-
tion, the proper assistance. When one
walks around and sees the homeless,
most people try to have a blind eye.
One-third of them have lost a lot de-
fending us.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, with regard to
the homeless, I failed to mention the
budget numbers with regard to pro-
grams for the homeless, a $50 million
cut.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I want to mention $50
million, but the Hope Six program is
slated to be completely eliminated.
That is the only program that goes
into the community and not only re-
places housing but has other kinds of
programs that will assist the people
that live in public housing to help
them with job training, education,
after-school programs; and of course,
the Drug Elimination Program is com-
pletely wiped out.

I have to say Under Secretary Mel
Martinez and George W. Bush, they
have destroyed the housing program. It
is just not a priority for the adminis-
tration.

Hope Six in Florida received three
grants, but it may be the last round of
assistance that people in public hous-
ing will receive if this administration
is reelected.

The Drug Elimination Program,
Members can see that this program and
programs which assist, help with after-
school programs and tutoring pro-
grams; it was the program that actu-
ally brought in the cops into the com-
munity, working with the young people
so they would not get involved in the
world of crime; completely eliminated
under this administration. The list
goes on.

Certainly housing has not been a pri-
ority. But what was interesting to me
was I have received visits from the re-
altors and the home builders because
they are concerned about the new
homeownership programs that have
worked so well with the public-private
partnerships. Those programs have
been on the chopping block in Florida
and throughout the country.

I know the gentlewoman has received
some of the same complaints. Why
would programs be cut which actually
help people become homeowners?

Mr. Speaker, let me say to the gen-
tlewoman, I am very excited about her
program, and I am very pleased to be a
cosponsor, but can the gentlewoman
explain where we are going to get the
funds from?

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for laying it out there
and telling it like it is.

Initially, when we introduced this
legislation a couple of years ago, the
funding would come from the FHA re-
serves. There is enough money in the
FHA reserve account to fund this $5
billion and keep our reserve account
solvent.

However, in the spirit of bipartisan-
ship, tripartisanship with the gen-
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tleman from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS),
we agreed that we would amend out the
specific designation of the FHA reserve
fund as the $5 billion contributor to the
trust fund and indicated we would pro-
vide the opportunity for our very capa-
ble appropriators to determine where
this $5 billion could come from.

Mr. Speaker, there are many ac-
counts which this $5 billion could come
from where it would not even be
missed. Here, we could create 1.6 mil-
lion new jobs, $50 billion in wages. Our
economy could get going again. We
would have good-paying jobs in the
construction industry, and we would
provide affordable housing for millions
of people.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, what a wonderful pro-
gram.

Just one other point I want to make.
Recently, the present Secretary of
HUD was on Mr. O’Reilly’s program,
and I want to get a copy of the tran-
script and submit it for the record be-
cause it was horrifying that someone,
an African-American, could talk about
the fact that you are in an awful condi-
tion because this is what you want to
be in. He would not have been in the
position of Secretary if it were not for
affirmative action, a program that this
administration; President George W.
Bush, on Martin Luther King’s birth-
day announced we should not have any
affirmative action.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I mentioned
earlier when the gentlewoman from
Texas indicated that the Secretary had
visited her district and visited an indi-
vidual who was living in a dilapidated
house, and I said I hoped he had be-
come a little more sensitive to what we
were talking about because in the sub-
committee hearing, he talked about
poverty in terms of it being a state of
mind, not a state of condition, not a
function of circumstances or unem-
ployment or living in substandard
housing in communities which had
very little resources. I am not sure if
he became more sensitized about the
issues of poverty. I am shocked that he
continued with that argument on tele-
vision.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, all we need to do is look
at the substandard conditions in many
of our public housing complexes.
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That is not a state of mind. That is a
state of circumstances, and no one
wants to be in those circumstances.
But if we look at the dismal record of
this administration as far as job cre-
ation, African Americans are at almost
10 percent unemployment. So if we
look at where we are as far as employ-
ment opportunities, training, it is in-
teresting to talk about what they are
going to do in the future, but I would
like the people to look at their present
record. Judge people on the work I
have done. I love that spiritual: ‘‘Let
the work I have done speak for me.”
We look at the record of this adminis-

H7553

tration when it comes to housing, and
it is dismal. When it comes to training,
dismal. When it comes to education,
dismal. And all of this goes together to
change that state of mind, to give peo-
ple that opportunity to get a heads up,
and that is what we are supposed to be
about.

It is a real honor to serve in the
House of Representatives. It is really
an honor because we have an oppor-
tunity to help people that need a little
helping hand. It is not a state of mind.
We visit people who try all they can,
and they have run out of their employ-
ment, and the training program is not
there. And they have trained people to
go into other jobs, and then they have
sent those jobs overseas, and they have
no job.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, let me just say I am glad the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN) highlighted what the
real issues are right now in this coun-
try. Talking about jobs and unemploy-
ment, for example, in my district the
average cost of a house, a two-bedroom
house, it is about $450,000, and the un-
employment rate in the African Amer-
ican community and the Latino com-
munity is double digit. Also, the aver-
age income is 45, 35, $50,000. How in the
world can a family of four afford a two-
bedroom $450,000 house on an income of
45 to $50,000, if that? The American
Dream is a nightmare. It is a night-
mare for many Americans.

This affordable housing trust fund
would help bring us back home. It
would help allow for the American
Dream to be realized even by those who
have not had those opportunities that
some of us have had, and that is what
this is about.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, will the gentlewoman
yield?

Ms. LEE. I yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
That is, Mr. Speaker, I think the most
important thing, to have a trust fund.
So once we have a trust fund, then we
have a dedicated source of revenue, and
that is certainly what housing needs
because it is not a priority. A lot of
people that are in housing, they do not
vote. They do not have any rich lobby-
ists up here. So, therefore, they are not
included. They are not on the agenda.
No one cares about them. So that is
part of the problem.

So I really want to commend the gen-
tlewoman for coming up with a mecha-
nism that we can have a dedicated
source of revenue. And then, of course,
we will have to continue to fight be-
cause, just like in transportation, the
reason why we cannot pass a transpor-
tation bill, and the money is also there
in the trust fund, is this administra-
tion for some reason does not want to
invest in the infrastructure in this
country. In Iraq, yes. But not in this
country. Because for transportation
every billion dollars creates 44,000 jobs,
and that is what the people need.
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Once they have a job, then they can
have housing. But until that time, they
have to have affordable housing be-
cause people just cannot afford it. And
the gentlewoman said $44,000 or $45,000
or $50,000. What happens when people
have nothing, they have no source of
income? They have lost their job, they
paid into the fund, but yet this admin-
istration will not even entertain ex-
tending it so that people can get some
assistance.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, let me say I am glad the gen-
tlewoman called to the public’s atten-
tion the special interest political na-
ture of housing. And she is right. The
homeless do not have lots of money to
put a lobbyist here in Washington, D.C.
to pound the pavement all the time.
But we are really very fortunate that
5,000 organizations have come on board
for the National Housing Trust Fund
Campaign led by the National Low-In-
come Housing Coalition. So I am just
very proud of them that they have
stepped up to the plate and have filled
that void, and that is why it is unbe-
lievable that after we passed the bill
out of committee, we cannot even get
it to the floor to debate.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, if the gentlewoman will
continue to yield, it is not not believ-
able because it is not a priority of this
administration. I have served for 23
years, 10 years in the Florida House,
and I have been here for over 12 years.
I have never seen an administration
that dictates what comes before the
House of Representatives, the people’s
House. I mean, if they do not want the
bill to pass, it does not pass. Just like
with the gun bill, they do not want the
bill to come up, regardless of what they
have said, because it did not come up.
So people do not understand what has
happened in this country and in the
people’s House.

I love being here because it was 129
years before the first African American
got elected to Congress; so I feel that it
is very important that we speak up for
the people who do not have lobbyists
here in Washington, who do not have
people that are going to fight to make
sure that we have decent, safe, and af-
fordable housing. And we have a Sec-
retary who does not understand that, a
Secretary of Housing, who just happens
to be an African American.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, I think this is a good example
of how the democratic process over and
over and over has been thwarted in this
House. Here we have 5,000 organiza-
tions, we have sponsored a bill that is
tripartisan, the bill passed out of the
committee, so regular order has pre-
vailed. And where is the bill? We can-
not even have a debate, and that is all
this discharge petition requires is a de-
bate. We have 214 cosponsors. That is a
lot of people. That represents millions
of Americans, those 214. How in the
world their voices are allowed to be sti-
fled in a debate as important as this
one is beyond me. I thought democracy

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

was real in America, but this is an-
other example, and in this instance it
is my understanding the former Sec-
retary of HUD just called to say, We do
not want it to come to the floor. I do
not know what his reasons are. He is
now running for the senate out in the
gentlewoman’s State, Mel Martinez,
but he did not want it to come; so it is
not here.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, if the gentlewoman will
continue to yield, I know him very
well. He is a nice person. But I can tell
the gentlewoman he was the worst Sec-
retary we ever had. Because for this ad-
ministration, it is just not a priority,
and they do not want to spend the dol-
lars. It is mind boggling how if a per-
son is not one of the rich, companies, 1
mean, the gentlewoman talks about
people that really need a helping hand.
That is not a priority of this adminis-
tration. It is not a priority of the
former Secretary. It is just not when
they cut the programs that they cut. It
does not matter what one says. I say
that all the time. Actions speak louder
than words. I can say ‘“‘I love you” all
I want to. I can say ‘‘I support you’ all
I want to. But if I cut the programs
that make people whole, then I do not
care anything about them.

They can show them better than they
can tell them. And this administration
consistently has cut not only housing
but veterans housing programs, con-
sistently cut them. And, therefore, if
we do not have affordable housing,
then people end up homeless in the
streets. And that is a sad state of af-
fairs when we have veterans in the
streets that today they are our sol-
diers, they are our heroes; tomorrow
there is no safety net for them.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, during the Congressional
Black Caucus weekend, we provide
breakfast for the homeless. And I have
the privilege, it is a real honor, to be
able to just be there with the homeless
and serve breakfast 1 day in Wash-
ington, D.C. Each and every year in the
last 3 years, that line has grown and
grown and grown. And I am appalled at
the number of homeless veterans who
come out for a meal on that morning.

So when I come back here to Con-
gress on the subcommittee and fight
for the $560 million, to restore those
cuts, fight for additional funding for
the homeless and for Hope VI, I cannot
help but wonder who is out of touch
with reality in this administration and
in this Congress and why in the world
that would just cost $56 billion would
not be allowed to get to the floor to be
discussed. Is there a problem there?

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, the problem, in my opin-
ion, is that if this administration does
not support it, then it cannot come to
the floor. We cannot have a debate over
it. In fact, if we look at the Medicare
bill, which is just so important to so
many people, they would not even
allow a Democrat in the House of Rep-
resentatives to be on conference. They
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have the votes, but they do not even
want to discuss ideas that are not their
ideas. Even though they can just vote
it down, they do not even want a dis-
cussion. And that is the same thing
with the gentlewoman’s bill. They do
not even want the bill on the floor for
discussion.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, it does not, again, make any
sense from a financial institution
standpoint to not allow this bill to
come forward for discussion because fi-
nancial institutions will benefit from
this economic stimulus initiative.
Some of the organizations that have
supported the trust fund, let me just
share this with the gentlewoman: the
National Cooperative Bank Community
Development Corporation, the Con-
gress for Community and Economic De-
velopment, National Neighborhood Co-
alition, the National Credit Union
Foundation, the National Community
Building Network. I could go on and on
about the financial institutions that
have supported this.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. If
the gentlewoman will continue to
yield, Mr. Speaker, how will they part-
ner? For example, I heard the gentle-
woman say the credit union, and I have
spent time discussing with them and
talking with them about their being
more involved with housing and help-
ing in homeownership.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, the financing
that the financial institutions, which
private lenders would do, would be
matched by the trust fund two to one.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. So
that would expand the dollars, and so
they would be able to serve more peo-
ple?

Ms. LEE. That is right, Mr. Speaker.
And we are talking, again, about a pub-
lic/private partnership. We are not
talking about a handout. We are not
talking about a subsidy that is going
to rip off the Federal Treasury.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. So
that $5 billion could be leveraged?

Ms. LEE. It could be leveraged up to
20, $30 billion. And that is the problem.
I would just say it is a drop in the
bucket in terms of what is possible
under this type of arrangement with
regard to a trust fund. Several States
have trust funds that have funds that
have been established. This would put
35 to 40 million in each State into a
trust fund. That would actually help
trust funds that have been established
or start new trust funds, and the Fed-
eral Government would be a major
player in that and should be proud of
what it would do for its people.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I want to once again com-
mend the gentlewoman on working on
this initiative, on her AIDS initiative.
She has certainly been a bright star in
Congress since she has been here and
her leadership in the area of housing
and the work that she has done as far
as HIV and getting funding.

This administration went to Africa
and committed $15 billion. I do not
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think we have $1 billion yet. Photo-ops
are one thing. But that is, once again,
how we talk the talk, but we do not
walk the walk. And the world commu-
nity had expected some assistance and
some leadership from the United States
in this area, and none has come so far.

I just need to know what kind of dol-
lars have been put up for the AIDS that
the gentlewoman worked so hard on.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for bringing that to our
attention.
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Ms. LEE. That was a $15 billion, 5-
year initiative. It should have been $3
billion for each year. We still have not
gotten to the $3 billion for the first
year yet. We are fighting very hard to
increase the appropriations. The trust
fund was supposed to be up to $1 billion
a year. So far the administration has
put up maybe $200 million a year. We
bumped it up a little bit on this side
and are hoping the Senate will bump it
up, but we still have not gotten to $1
billion a year for the trust fund.

I share that because the trust fund
again has the ability to leverage $8 bil-
lion to $9 billion worldwide for people
living with HIV and AIDS, for preven-
tion, for care and treatment, for or-
phans, for young men and women, for
families, and we still cannot get the
type of funding that is required for the

whole HIV-AIDS initiative. It is
shameful.
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.

Mr. Speaker, if the gentlewoman will
yield further, I guess, once again, it is
not a priority. It is back to Robin
Hood. They do not have the big-time
lobbyists up here, although the world
community is looking to the United
States for leadership in this area, and
it is just has not been a priority.

I really want to commend the gentle-
woman. I am going to let her close. 1
want to thank her so much for her
leadership in the housing area, in what
she has done as far as HIV, just stress-
ing the importance of having a dedi-
cated source of revenue for housing, be-
cause, as I said, the memo went around
where this administration indicated if
reelected, every single domestic, do-
mestic, program, would be cut.

Ms. LEE. I want to thank the gentle-
woman.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Elections have consequences.

Ms. LEE. I thank the gentlewoman
for joining us this evening and for her
steady hard work and leadership on
housing and so many issues, especially
with regard to our veterans, our chil-
dren, senior citizens and all of those
that she so forcefully and eloquently
speak on behalf of. Hopefully, after to-
night, maybe the bell will alarm,
maybe the drum has been beat a bit
louder because of her very powerful
statement tonight.

Mr. Speaker, let me just close by say-
ing how important this discussion is
and how many of us feel that housing is
a basic human right, and until we real-
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ize that and establish policies that in-
dicate that, the American dream will
continue to be a nightmare for millions
of Americans.

Our country does not have a housing
policy. We need a national housing pol-
icy. We need a national housing agenda
that speaks to the housing needs of the
low income, the poor, the working
poor, the middle income, the upper in-
come, all of those who care about hous-
ing and the homeless.

Until we provide those basics, such as
food and shelter, for the least of these,
I do not believe we are living up to our
commitment in terms of our faith, in
terms of those who we care about, in
terms of making sure that liberty and
justice for all is the order of the day.

I just urge all Members of this House
to please help us move our housing ini-
tiative forward by signing the Lee-
Sanders-Capuano discharge commit-
ment. Please sign it next week before
we leave, because the people of Amer-
ica need to know that housing and the
economic security of families and chil-
dren is not a partisan issue; that
Democrats, Republicans, independents,
all care about it, and we want this
American dream to be real for each and
every American.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, from Vermont
to California, there is an affordable housing
crisis in this country and it is only getting
worse. Millions of Americans who are working
40 hours a week, senior citizens, and persons
with disabilities are paying over 50 percent of
their limited incomes on housing. For families
living paycheck to paycheck, one unforeseen
circumstance—a sick child, a lost job, a med-
ical emergency—can send them into home-
lessness. These life-shattering events happen
every day in America and it is a national dis-
grace.

Mr. Speaker, if you don’t believe us, just ask
the half-million veterans who put their lives on
the line defending this country or the more
than one million children who will experience
homelessness this year if they believe there is
an affordable housing crisis. Ask moms and
dads who are working 40 hours a week that
have to sleep in their cars or out on the street
because they can’t pay the rent, if there’s an
affordable housing crisis in this country.

Mr. Speaker, the sad reality is that there is
not a single place in America today where a
full-time minimum wage worker can afford an
average 2 bedroom apartment. Not a single
place in America.

Legislation that | have introduced to estab-
lish a National Affordable Housing Trust Fund
(H.R. 1102) will begin to put an end to this cri-
sis once and for all. It will give states and lo-
calities the resources they need to build at
least one and a half million affordable housing
rental units in this country leading to the cre-
ation of 1.8 million new jobs and nearly $50
billion in wages. In other words, the National
Affordable Housing Trust Fund is a win-win
that will put people back to work and into af-
fordable housing.

Unfortunately, despite over 200 tri-partisan
co-sponsors; despite the support of over 5,000
organizations representing organized labor,
big business, environmentalists, banks, reli-
gious leaders, and affordable housing advo-
cates, a vote has not been scheduled for this
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bill. For over 3 years, the Administration has
opposed this legislation, while its policies have
made the affordable housing crisis even
worse. While Congress has provided hundreds
of billions of dollars in tax breaks to the
wealthiest one percent over the past 3 years,
we are forcing our nation’s low-income senior
citizens, veterans, and families with children to
pay the price.

Well, in less than 48 hours, over 100 Mem-
bers of Congress have signed a discharge pe-
tition to force a vote on the National Affordable
Housing Trust Fund Act immediately.

Mr. Speaker, while 218 signatures are re-
quired in order to succeed, | hope you don’t
make us wait that long. | hope that we can
convince you that this bill is needed now more
than ever.

Mr. Speaker, | know that is a tough decision
for you to make. But, quite frankly, people all
over this country are making much tougher
choices.

This evening a mom and dad will be at the
kitchen table staring at their bills. They will
have to make a choice. Do we pay the rent;
or do we feed our children.

Tomorrow morning a senior citizen who
worked hard and played by the rules all of her
adult life will have to make a choice. Will she
pay the rent; or will she pay for her life saving
prescription drugs.

Mr. Speaker, it doesn’t have to be this way.
In the richest country on earth, families should
not have to make these unacceptable choices.
That's what the National Affordable Housing
Trust Fund campaign is all about.

And, just today, Jack Kemp and Henry
Cisneros, former HUD Secretaries under
President George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton,
respectively have endorsed the National Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund.

David Broder, wrote in the Washington Post
this morning that the Kemp-Cisneros “Rec-
ommendations strike me as practical and spe-
cific—not tilted to the left or the right. . . . They
endorse the establishment of a National Hous-
ing Trust Fund, an idea that has gathered in-
creasing support in Congress, to provide the
capital needed to produce, preserve or reha-
bilitate at least 1.5 million affordable housing
units over the next 10 years.”

And, according to the bipartisan National
Millennial Housing Commission, created by
Congress, and co-chaired by our former col-
league Susan Molinari, “The addition of
150,000 [affordable housing rental] units annu-
ally would make substantial progress toward
meeting the housing needs of extremely low
income households, but it would take annual
production of more than 250,000 units for
more than 20 years to close the gap.”

Mr. Speaker, the National Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund Act will close this serious af-
fordable housing gap. In fact, if H.R. 1102 was
signed into law, we could more than triple af-
fordable housing construction next year and
provide accommodations to more than
100,000 families. In short, the establishment of
a National Affordable Housing Trust Fund is
needed now more than ever. | urge my col-
leagues to sign the Discharge Petition. By
doing this today, we can mark the beginning
of the end of the affordable housing crisis.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the remainder of my time.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
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