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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON) (during the vote). Members 
are advised 2 minutes remain in this 
vote. 

b 1929 

Mr. TOWNS changed his vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the conference report was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

Stated for:
Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

during rollcall vote No. 472, H.R. 1308, Exten-
sion of Tax Cuts Conference Report, Final 
Passage, I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 472, I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent from voting on the Conference 
Report on H.R. 1308, the All-American Tax 
Relief Act of 2003. This bill represents impor-
tant tax savings to our hard working American 
citizens. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on this bill.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of the conference report 
just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
inquire of the majority leader the 
schedule for the coming week. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, next week 
the House will convene on Tuesday at 
12:30 p.m. for morning hour debates and 
2 p.m. for legislative business. We will 
consider several measures under sus-
pension of the rules. A final list of 
those bills will be sent to the Members’ 
offices by the end of this week.

b 1930 

Any votes on these measures will be 
rolled until 6:30 p.m. 

On Wednesday and the balance of the 
week, we expect to consider additional 
legislation under suspension of the 
rules. Next week we also expect to con-
sider two bills under a rule: H.R. 3193, 
the District of Columbia Personal Pro-
tection Act; and H.J. Res. 106, the Mar-
riage Protection Amendment. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding to 
me. I would be glad to answer any 
questions he may have. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman for his 
response. 

The gentleman has cited the mar-
riage constitutional amendment. Mr. 
Speaker, this bill, as I understand it, 
has not been marked up in committee 
at this point in time. Is it the gentle-
man’s expectation that this will come 
to the floor, the constitutional amend-
ment, without being marked up in the 
committee? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 
The committee has held four hear-

ings on this bill, and I do anticipate 
bringing it to the floor without being 
marked up by the committee, under a 
rule. 

Mr. HOYER. I am sorry? He does ex-
pect it to be brought to the floor with-
out being marked up, but under a rule? 

Mr. DELAY. That is correct, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I have not 
spoken to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS) about that, but ob-
viously, because it is a constitutional 
amendment, I understand there have 
been four hearings. Presumably those 
four hearings were an attempt to elicit 
some information about the merits of 
the constitutional amendment and any 
changes that may or may not be nec-
essary, which could obviously be per-
fected by an amendment in the com-
mittee. 

Does he expect any amendments to 
be considered in the Committee on 
Rules? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 

I do not want to prejudice the action 
of the Committee on Rules, and I have 
no idea and I am not advised as to what 
considerations the Committee on Rules 
may or may not do as far as amend-
ments are concerned. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his answer. 
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Next Friday is the beginning of the 

new fiscal year, as the majority leader 
knows; and we only passed, as he 
knows, one fiscal year 2005 appropria-
tion which has been signed by the 
President, and that, of course, is the 
Defense bill. Assuming we will have a 
CR, can the leader give us an idea for 
what time period that CR may be? 

I further yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 
There are ongoing discussions. There 

will be more discussions about that. 
Our tentative plan is to move a short-
term continuing resolution that would 
fund government programs through Oc-
tober 8. This would give us an addi-
tional week to complete appropriations 
conference reports before we make de-
cisions about how to best complete all 
the fiscal 2005 bills.

Appropriations, both in the House 
and the Senate, are having many dis-
cussions. Generally, both Democrats 
and Republicans are wishing to get the 
appropriations process done before we 
leave for the elections. How we do that 
is speculative; and, frankly, the date of 
the CR is speculative. It could be Octo-
ber 8. It could be October 15. It could be 
November 20. All of this is tied to-
gether with the understanding that we 
are trying to get the appropriations 
bills all finalized and done before we 
leave here for the elections. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for that range of possi-
bilities. 

Does the gentleman anticipate hav-
ing another supplemental appropria-
tion before we either adjourn or recess 
for the election? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding to me. 

Within the last 2 weeks, the White 
House has submitted a request for 
emergency supplemental funds to deal 
with the damage caused by Hurricane 
Frances. The gentleman from Florida 
(Chairman YOUNG) advises me that a 
revised request is on its way from the 
White House to account for Hurricane 
Ivan. Once we receive that request and 
complete assessing those needs, it is 
possible to move forward with a supple-
mental. Whether that be freestanding 
or included in some omnibus bill, I 
think, is too early to tell. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman for his 
answer. 

Another piece of business that has 
not been completed but is in the works 
or at least pending is the transpor-
tation reauthorization. Can the leader 
tell me whether or not there is an ex-
pectation of passing that bill or a rel-
atively short-term extension prior to 
our leaving on whatever date we may 
leave? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-

ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 

I will start by saying the House has 
not given up. We want to get this bill 
done. We have been working to get it 
done, and we hope to have a conference 
report for the Members before we ad-
journ. In the interim, we may have an-
other short-term extension of the high-
way programs, and hopefully we will 
have a decision by the first of next 
week. In order to get the full 6-year 
highway bill done, I think a decision 
will have to be made by the first of 
next week as to how we would proceed. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman. The gentleman had to 
leave early. I think he had a plane to 
catch. And the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) and I had a colloquy 
on this. I will inform the leader that I 
think I am safe in speaking for my side 
of the aisle with reference to the trans-
portation reauthorization. We believe, 
and I am sure the gentleman shares the 
view, that this is a very important 
piece of legislation to pass. We would 
have hoped it would have passed by 
last September when the authorization 
expired. This is a bill, as the gentleman 
knows, that for every billion dollars we 
spend, we get 42,000 American jobs. 

My observation, Mr. Speaker, is that 
I believe on our side of the aisle we 
would support the number that passed, 
as we overwhelmingly did. We would 
vote for a compromise between what 
the House passed and what the Senate 
passed, or we would support the Sen-
ate-passed number. So I tell my friend 
that for his planning’s sake, I believe 
my side of the aisle will support any-
thing at the level that we passed at a 
compromise between the two or at the 
Senate-passed level. We would hope 
this bill would move, and we want to be 
cooperative in accomplishing that ob-
jective. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman would further yield, I totally 
agree with the gentleman. And as his 
side has been part of the negotiations 
and the other body has been in intense 
negotiations, I think the gentleman 
knows that a number has been agreed 
on by at least the principles, Democrat 
and Republican; and I do not want to 
cast aspersions on anyone, but the 
trouble with the bill is not in this 
House. The trouble with the bill is over 
in the other body, and they are going 
to have to come to some sort of under-
standing amongst themselves in order 
to get this bill. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I would partially agree with 
my friend, the leader, which is better 
than most times. I would partially 
agree that the problem is not in this 
House; but it is my observation that 
the problem is in another house, not 
the other side of the aisle. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, is there a 
particular color of that house? 

Mr. HOYER. White would be the 
color of the house. And I say that 
somewhat facetiously; but, frankly, as 
I said to the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT), I think this independent 
branch of government pretty much has 

a consensus on what we ought to do. 
We ought to do it, and if the other 
branch of government disagrees with 
us, under our system, he can send it 
back, and we will deal with it as we 
will deal with it. But we have been 
holding it, frankly, from our observa-
tion, Mr. Speaker, for a long period of 
time, not based upon real subsequent 
disagreements between the two Houses, 
we could accommodate those, but be-
tween the disagreement between this 
branch and the other branch; and we 
think that is unfortunate. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I just have 
to slightly disagree with the gentleman 
in that the house that is colored white, 
I cannot say they have agreed to the 
number of the bill, but I do know that 
they played a significant part in hold-
ing down the spending on the bill and 
particularly spending that would add 
to the deficit. And I must say, without 
getting into a lot of detail, that has 
been set aside. The other body is just 
having problems coming to some agree-
ment amongst themselves. We are 
ready to move on our side. I serve on 
the conference committee. We are 
ready to move in the House. Unfortu-
nately, the other body is not ready.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, and I appreciate the informa-
tion, of course I do not have the spe-
cifics on what the house colored white 
agreed to in terms of a number; but I 
might inquire, is that number that 
they are keeping down the deficit more 
or less than the deficit we would add by 
the tax bill we passed just minutes 
ago? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman would further yield, actually it 
would be much less because, as we all 
know and history has proven, as we 
give tax relief and tax cuts, revenues 
go up as a result of those tax cuts. So 
our tax cuts are more than covered by 
revenues that are gained. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, that is what happened in 
2001? 

Mr. DELAY. Yes, it certainly did. If 
the gentleman would further yield, it 
happened in 1981, it happened in 1986, it 
happened in 2001, it happened in 1997, it 
happened over the last 3 years. 

Mr. HOYER. It even happened after 
1993, as I recall. The gentleman did not 
mention that. It happened in 1994 or, 
that is to say, after 1993. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman would yield, I do not remember 
too many tax cuts in 1993. I remember 
a lot of tax increases, without Repub-
lican votes. 

Mr. HOYER. But, Mr. Speaker, rev-
enue went up after they occurred, and 
we balanced the budget 4 years in a 
row. 

Mr. Speaker, reclaiming my time, on 
the intelligence legislation, obviously 
there has been a lot of discussion about 
that. We have been very concerned 
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about passing that legislation in a bi-
partisan fashion. The 9/11 Commission 
report has now been on our desks for 
many weeks now. 

Can the leader inform us of where 
that legislation currently stands? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 
The committees have been working, 
and many committees have been work-
ing in a bipartisan way. I think a bill 
will be introduced in the next day or 
two, possibly tomorrow; and the com-
mittees have been instructed to mark 
up that bill, and I think that bill cov-
ers 12 different committees. Next week, 
and we hope to have the final product 
ready to come to the floor either by 
the end of next week or the following. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for the information. 

I have not talked to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. HARMAN) or the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON), and I see the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUNTER) is on the floor, 
about the substance of the proposal; 
but I will certainly discuss it with 
them. I hope they have been included 
in these deliberations of a bill that 
may be introduced because if they 
have, I think it would make it easier 
for us to get it passed in a bipartisan 
fashion in a very efficient and speedy 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further in-
quiries as to the schedule, and I appre-
ciate the leader’s engaging in some-
what the colloquy about the transpor-
tation bill, which we feel very keenly 
about. I hope that we can speed that 
bill as quickly as possible. I thank the 
leader for his comments. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2004, AND AD-
JOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 24, 2004, TO TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2004 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 2 
p.m. tomorrow; and, further, that when 
the House adjourns on that day, it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2004, for morning hour de-
bates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that the business in 
order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
resolution (H. Res. 795) and I ask unan-
imous consent for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 785

Resolved, That the following Members be 
and are hereby elected to the following 
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

Committee on Financial Services: Mr. Ger-
lach. 

Committee on Government Reform: Mr. 
Burgess.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to request of the gentleman 
from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1501 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 1501. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 23, 2004. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have had the great 
privilege and honor of representing the peo-
ple of the 14th Congressional District of 
Florida through eight elections. My service 
in the U.S. Congress has been a truly reward-
ing experience, and I thank my constituents 
for putting their trust and faith in me. The 
relationships I have developed over the years 
in the House will be ones I will treasure as I 
move to a new stage in my career. 

Tomorrow I will be sworn in by the Presi-
dent of the United States as Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence. It will definitely be a chal-
lenging job and I look forward to continue to 
working with you on the Intelligence issues 
facing our country. 

Effective close of business today, Sep-
tember 23, 2004, I will resign my seat as the 
Representative of the 14th district of Florida 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. I have 
written to the Governor of Florida to advise 
him of my decision. 

Kindest regards, 
PORTER GOSS, 

Member of Congress. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 23, 2004. 
Hon. JEB BUSH, 
Governor, State of Florida, 
The Capitol, Tallahassee, FL. 

DEAR GOVERNOR: I have had the great 
privilege and honor of representing the peo-
ple of the 14th Congressional District of 
Florida through eight elections. My service 
in the U.S. Congress has been a truly reward-
ing experience, and I thank my constituents 
for putting their trust and faith in me. The 
relationships I have developed over the years 
serving Florida will be ones I will treasure as 
I move to a new stage in my career. 

Tomorrow I will be sworn in by the Presi-
dent of the United States as Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence. It will definitely be a chal-
lenge and I am truly honored the President 
has faith in me to do the job. 

Please accept this letter as my resignation 
from the office of Representative of the 14th 
District of Florida to be effective close of 
business today, September 23, 2004. At the 
time of my resignation, the Clerk of the 
House will take over the offices of the 14th 
Congressional District. The Clerk will retain 
my staff so the constituents will continue to 
be served until the end of my term. 

Kindest regards, 
PORTER GOSS, 

Member of Congress.

f 

b 1945 

APPOINT HOUSE DEFENSE 
CONFEREES 

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
concern, it is a deep concern, dealing 
with the conference between the House 
and the Senate on the defense bill. You 
see, immediately upon passage of the 
bill in the Senate, the conferees were 
appointed. We passed our bill here in 
the House a good number of months 
ago, and, as of yet, we have had no offi-
cial conferees appointed to meet with 
the Senate. 

Despite that, we are holding informal 
panel discussions with the Senate try-
ing to resolve a number of issues, but it 
would certainly help for us to be legal 
and have the conferees appointed so we 
can stand in the shoes of the House of 
Representatives properly. 

I have had no explanation from any-
one regarding this. It is something I do 
not understand, and I am not by my-
self. Others do not understand it. 

I would like very much for the ap-
pointment of the conferees to come 
just as quick as possible, so we can offi-
cially act and officially make decisions 
on behalf of the House regarding na-
tional security. 

f 

STICKING IT TO WORKING 
FAMILIES 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the col-
umnist Tom Oliphant wrote yesterday 
in the Boston Globe a column entitled 
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