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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

SPLIT PERSONALITY

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my
colleague from Ohio has shown one of
the hallmarks of this administration,
its ability to spin a tale. Say it often
enough and the American people may
actually begin to believe it. In fact,
they are so good at it they may have
begun to believe their own press re-
leases.

The other day, Secretary of War
Rumsfeld delivered a major speech at
the National Press Club. Along the
way, terror got a new name, Osama
Hussein. Or was it Saddam bin Laden?
In English, the rule is I before E except
after C but in this administration I
equals A. Iraq equals al Qaeda because
they say so, not because there is a
shred of evidence. There is not.

Mr. Rumsfeld appeared to link Osama
bin Laden and Saddam Hussein in the
same breath. He has got them all con-
fused in his head now. He has said the
story so many different times and they
still are trying to connect the al Qaeda
with what happened on 9/11. Or maybe
it was just a stumble compounded later
in his appearance by another gaffe. Or
was it reading too many spin memos
that your head begins to turn and spin
and spin and you do not know where
you are. At the very least, this shows
the effect of a PR campaign that began
well before the invasion of Iraq. The
separation between the rhetoric and
the reality has blurred into one and the
same. Over and over again, the admin-
istration has exaggerated the tie be-
tween Iraq and al Qaeda. When ques-
tions from the Congress and the Amer-
ican people outstripped the rhetoric,
the administration’s rhetoric got loud-
er, a lot louder. Today it is so loud that
it is hard to hear the quiet truth. But
it is there.

It has been over a year and a half
since the President ordered the begin-
ning of hostile action against Iraq. It
has been over a year since the Presi-
dent declared ‘‘mission accomplished.”
Absolutely no one on the planet be-
lieves that the mission has either been
accomplished or will be anytime soon.
Even some Republicans are now talk-
ing about a presence in Iraq over the
next two decades. Is that the plan for
winning the peace? Is that the plan or
the consequence of going to war in
Iraq?

Today, U.S. military commanders are
using more air strikes in Iraq. If that
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helps save American lives or keep sol-
diers safe, out of harm’s way, I am all
for it. If this is a new military strat-
egy, then it raises the question, why
can we not get a lot of American sol-
diers out of Iraq and get them out of
harm’s way? It has been almost 3
months since the so-called handover. In
those 90 days, 150 soldiers have died
and 900 have been wounded. We cannot
ask what we are going to do to win the
peace because U.S. soldiers are still
fighting and dying in a war. This is not
the time to ask how the administration
plans to win the peace, because there is
no peace in Iraq today.

Colin Powell came out yesterday and
said we have a secret plan that some-
time soon we will roll out so we can get
stability at the time of the election.
What is he waiting for? The election?
Or the fact that he does not know what
he is doing? U.S. forces managed a
weekend without a military death but
the death count of innocent Iraqi citi-
zens is up dramatically over the last 48
hours. In another day of war, there can
be no peace.

Today, the American people have a
fog of war, reality obscured by an ad-
ministration which would prefer that
we merely accept their version of re-
ality or versions when the story needs
to change. While it may have been a
slip of the tongue the other day at the
National Press Club, one wonders
whether Secretary Rumsfeld inadvert-
ently expressed publicly what he
thinks privately. Are bin Laden and
Hussein two different faces of evil, or
are they some kind of split person-
ality? Spin the rhetoric around enough
and it gets hard to separate it from the
reality on the ground, here or there.

The administration has wrapped
itself in the mantle of fighting the war
on terror. Just today this administra-
tion could have struck a major blow
against terrorism simply by extending
the ban on assault weapons. These are
bona fide weapons of mass destruction.
We know where they are and we know
how to keep them out of the hands of
the bad guys. The President said he fa-
vored the ban, but then he did abso-
lutely nothing to make it happen. You
think he could not get the leadership
in the House of Representatives to act
on this if he meant business? He never
meant anything close to that.

The administration did not need
weapons inspectors from the U.N. or
air strikes from the military to find
and isolate weapons of mass destruc-
tion that will threaten police officers
and our security officers and our home-
land security. All the President needed
to do was tell his surrogates in this
body and the other body to extend the
ban. That did not happen, despite over-
whelming support from the American
people, despite overwhelming support
from law enforcement officers. Instead,
the administration used empty rhet-
oric to disarm a true weapon in the war
on terror.

The regime is coming to an end, Mr.
Speaker, in 49 days.
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FLORIDA WEATHERS THE STORMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, in
a few minutes, my other colleagues
from Florida will be speaking on the
horrible disasters that have befallen
our State. I am proud to stand with my
Florida colleagues in a bipartisan man-
ner to congratulate and thank all of
the men and women who have helped to
make our fellow citizens be better able
to cope with this crisis.

I want to express my condolences for
the victims of Hurricanes Frances and
Charley and the victims of Hurricane
Ivan in the Caribbean. These storms
have caused a great loss of life and
property, but it would have been far
worse had it not been for the sound
planning and the quick response from
Governor Jeb Bush and President
George W. Bush. Governor Bush orga-
nized an effective plan and ensured
that the National Guard would mobi-
lize in the areas that were hardest hit.

I also would like to commend Presi-
dent Bush for his quick declaration of
an emergency and his handling of the
disasters. Thanks to President Bush,
Floridians were able to quickly receive
the essentials that they needed. Presi-
dent Bush traveled to Florida to in-
spect the disaster and was handing out
water and ice to those affected and he
spoke to Floridians who had lost every-
thing in this disaster.

Here in Congress, we acted last week
to pass an emergency supplemental ap-
propriations bill to help FEMA pay for
the disaster relief of Hurricane Char-
ley. Soon our colleagues in Congress
are once again rising to the same chal-
lenges as we prepare to pass another
supplemental appropriations bill for
Hurricane Frances.
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I am proud to represent both Miami-
Dade County and Monroe County.
Miami-Dade experienced the loss of
electricity in many areas as well as a
shortage of fuel, and the Florida Keys
have been evacuated twice, leading to a
huge economic loss to that area. Today
for the third time in a month, another
part of Florida braces for a disastrous
storm. All of south Florida prays for
the safety of those in the path of Hurri-
cane Ivan, and I am confident that if it
were to strike our State, Governor
Bush and President Bush and all of the
emergency workers will once again be
ready to quickly respond.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to
bring to the attention of this Chamber
the economic losses which the Florida
Keys have suffered as a result of the
two mandatory evacuations imposed in
less than a month. Tourists had to
leave, which meant a huge economic
loss for the area. The Florida Keys
badly depends on the thousands and
thousands of tourists who come to
enjoy south Florida. My good friend,
the colorful commissioner of Key West,
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Tom Oosterhoudt, will be manning the
emergency operations center tonight
from 10 to midnight when the winds of
Hurricane Ivan will be whipping by Key
West.

The Florida Keys, as all of us know,
are the southern-most point of Florida.
Their abundance of nature and beaches,
fishing, and coral make them one of
the largest destinations for tourists,
and they come from every corner of the
globe to bask in the year-round beach
weather. Conservationists and nature
lovers come to enjoy the many birds
and plant species that are found in no
other place.

However, because of these three hur-
ricanes that have threatened to strike,
the Florida Keys have been evacuated
at various times in these weeks. And
for an economy that is heavily depend-
ent on tourism, these hurricanes have
been economically devastating.

My district office staff helped out
today at Florida International Univer-
sity, the shelter for the Monroe County
residents who had to evacuate their
lovely keys. This week alone Key West
lost 20 to $30 million in lost sales tax
revenues. This is just in 1 week.

So I call on all Americans to plan a
visit once again to the Florida Keys
now that the hurricanes have almost
passed. I invite them to discover the
beauty and the wonder that Heming-
way and President Truman fell in love
with and which encouraged them to
make the Florida Keys one of their
homes. Come to our beaches, swim in
our coral reef, fish in our waters, enjoy
the sun; and while there, of course, a
mandatory visit to a bar in Key West;
swim in Sombrero Beach in Marathon,
and ride a jet ski in Key Largo.

As the Florida Keys representative in
Congress, I welcome people to come
and visit the Florida Keys and all of
south Florida once again, and they will
see why I am so proud to represent
such a beautiful and diverse place.

————

H. RES. 717, RECOGNIZING 58TH
BIRTHDAY OF WILLIAM JEFFER-
SON CLINTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. CORRINE BROWN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
resolution to honor the 58th birthday
of the 42nd President of the United
States, William Jefferson Clinton.

I came to Washington the same year
that the President did. We both were
elected in 1992 and took office in 1993.
Those 8 years were the best anyone
could imagine. Under his leadership,
the United States ran a budget surplus
for the first time since Lyndon Baines
Johnson’s administration. The econ-
omy had its highest productivity level
in decades, and nothing has been seen
recently that even remotely compares
to this.

This President had the leadership to
push through Congress an assault
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weapons ban that stopped dangerous
and unnecessary automatic and semi-
automatic guns from our neighbor-
hoods. Rather than leaving important
policy decisions to others, he took the
lead in some unpopular positions to
place this country in a position to lead
the world. Under the Presidency of Mr.
Clinton, our country achieved new
heights of respect.

I wish former President Clinton my
best wishes on a speedy and successful
recovery.

Once again I want to wish a happy
birthday to William Jefferson Clinton.
I speak for my constituents and many
millions of Americans in expressing my
gratitude. We thank him once again for
his leadership of service, and this coun-
try truly misses him.

——————

HONORING LU PALMER AS A
FORCE IN COMMUNITY LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of Mr. Lutrell
“Lu” Palmer, a noted and respected
Chicago leader and national leader. I
am saddened to announce that Lu
Palmer has been called to glory by our
God in Heaven. He made his transition
early Sunday morning at his home.

Lu Palmer’s life was a life of courage,
commitment, and compassion. His ex-
traordinary sacrifices made on behalf
of the voiceless, the disinherited, and
the disadvantaged are legendary. Lu
Palmer sacrificed a successful career as
a columnist for the Chicago Sun Times
because he would not compromise his
principles and write what the editors
wanted. He resigned rather than cave
in to those who tried to silence and
censor his voice.

Mr. Palmer’s radio commentaries on
WVON entitled ‘“‘Lu’s Notebook’ were
heard on radio each and every day. And
again, although his commentaries were
very popular and eagerly anticipated
by thousands of listeners, his sponsors
tried to again silence his voice by with-
drawing their sponsorship, thereby re-
moving his ‘“Lu’s Notebook” from the
radio waves. Lu Palmer remained
steadfast. Lu Palmer still would not be
silenced.

Mr. Palmer’s community activism
created a campaign which ultimately
elected Harold Washington as the first
black mayor of the city of Chicago. His
“We shall see in ’83” motivated a
movement the likes of which were and
still are unprecedented.

Mr. Speaker, it is exceedingly dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to capture Lu
Palmer’s life in the brief time that I
have. The impact that Lu Palmer has
made on the local and national arena
will require much more than what is
encapsulated here. All over the coun-
try, Lu Palmer has conducted seminars
and has participated in workshops
where his expertise and his messages
have been that of imparting valuable
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information and providing direction for
untold masses of people from Boston to
Marquette University, to Carlton and
St. Olaf’s College, to Valparaiso, to
Missouri and Colorado and Mississippi
and Georgia, and to countless other
States and college campuses and meet-
ing halls. He transmitted a powerful
image to and for the enrichment and
uplifting of African Americans.

In Chicago, alone, Lu Palmer led
such fights as the removal of asbestos
from Chicago public schools and the
fight against the wrongful draft of Af-
rican Americans in the armed services.
Behind the scenes, he helped in the mo-
bilization to unseat the notorious Ed-
ward Hanrahan as Cook County state’s
attorney after the murders of Fred
Hampton and Mark Clark of the Illi-
nois chapter of the Black Panther
Party, and he also provided assistance
in the mobilization against police bru-
tality in the 1970s.

Lu Palmer also provided vital re-
search to the groups that fought over-
crowding of schools in African Amer-
ican neighborhoods and did the same
for groups that coalesced to have the
first African American selected as the
superintendent of the Chicago School
Board. This group ultimately became
CBUC, Chicago Black United Commu-
nities.

In 1981, the organization launched a
historical march toward a black
mayor, and it was very successful. It
was Lu Palmer who solidified Kwanzaa
as an African American observance. On
his above-mentioned radio program, he
presented the 12 principles of Nguzo
Saba on a daily basis, to the extent
that listeners began to understand, ab-
sorb, and seek more clarity and partici-
pation in the African-based cultural
rhythms.

Thousands and thousands read Lu
Palmer’s articles and columns in mass
media newspapers, but even more heard
his insightful and incisive com-
mentaries on ‘“‘Lu’s Notebook.”

Mr. Speaker, Lu Palmer made his
transition. We have lost a giant. And,
Mr. Speaker, my condolences and the
condolences of my family are extended
to Georgia Palmer and to her entire
family. We mourn the loss of Lutrell
“Lu” Palmer. We will miss him.

Carry on, brother. God bless.

————
THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
in 1994 Congress passed the Federal Assault
Weapons Ban as part of the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994.
The law banned the sale to civilians of 19
types of semiautomatic weapons, but many
manufacturers have been able to skirt the pro-
hibition by offering knock-off models. Domestic
gun manufacturers were required to stop pro-
duction of semi-automatic assault weapons
and ammunition clips that hold more than 10
rounds, except for military or police use.
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