H7028

and recommended to the House of Represent-
atives by unanimous consent; and

Whereas, the 107th Congress soon there-
after expired with no further action on the

measure; and
Whereas, H.R. 2400, the successor bill to

H.R. 521 was introduced by Guam’s Congress-
woman Madeleine Z. Bordallo; and

Whereas, H.R. 2400 seeks to ensure through
an amendment to the Organic Act, the inde-
pendence of the Guam judiciary and to main-
tain the judicial branch as a separate and co-
equal branch of government, now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That I Mina Bente Siete Na
Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf
of the people of Guam, respectfully request
the United States Congress to expeditiously
and favorably pass H.R. 2400 to amend the
Organic Act recognizing the Supreme Court
of Guam as the highest court of Guam and to
firmly establish the Judicial Branch as a
separate, co-equal branch within the govern-

ment of Guam; and be it further
Resolved, That the Speaker certify, and

the Legislative Secretary attest to, the
adoption hereof and that copies of the same
be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable
Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Member of Congress,
U.S. House of Representatives; to the Honor-
able Richard Pombo, Chairman, House Re-
sources Committee; to the Honorable Pete
Domenici, Chairman, Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee; to Attorney
Joaquin C. Arriola, Jr., President of the
Guam Bar Association; to the Honorable F.
Philip Carbullido, Chief Justice, Supreme
Court of Guam; and to the Honorable Felix
P. Camacho, I Magalahen Guahan.

Duly and vregularly adopted by I
Mina’bente Siete na Liheslaturan Guahan on

the 23rd day of April, 2004.
vincente (ben) c. pangelinan, Speaker.
TINA ROSE MUNA BARNES, Senator and

Legislative Secretary.

JUDICIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION NoO. JC04-008
RELATIVE TO SUPPORTING AN AMENDMENT TO
THE ORGANIC ACT OF GUAM TO CLARIFY THE
LOCAL JUDICIAL STRUCTURE OF GUAM
Whereas, the Organic Act of Guam as it
was originally drafted, did not authorize the

establishment of a local appellate court;

Whereas, in 1977 the Guam Legislature’s
first attempt to create a Supreme Court of
Guam was struck down by the United States
Supreme Court because the Organic Act did
not so authorize the Legislature;

Whereas, in 1984, the United States Con-
gress amended the Organic Act of Guam to
authorize the Guam Legislature to create a
local appellate court;

Whereas, bi-partisan legislators, executive
and judicial branch officials, legal practi-
tioners and the community-at-large worked
together to create Public Law 21-147, the
Frank G. Lujan Memorial Court Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1992, which re-organized the Judi-
ciary, created the Supreme Court of Guam as
the island’s highest appellate court and es-
tablished it as the administrative head of the
Judicial Branch;

Whereas, in 1996 the Supreme Court of

Guam was empaneled in accordance with the
provisions of the Frank G. Lujan Memorial
Act;
Whereas, the Supreme Court of Guam has
since been subjected to frequent legislative
changes, stripping it of administrative au-
thority over the Judicial Branch thereby
eroding the independence of the Guam Judi-
ciary and compromising the traditional tri-
partite democratic system of government;

Whereas, in reaffirming the original intent
of local and federal lawmakers who sought to
create a Supreme Court of Guam with the
Supreme Court as the head of the island Ju-
diciary, the Twenty-Seventh Guam Legisla-
ture passed Public Law 27-31 ‘““‘An Act to Re-
organize the Judiciary as the Third Co-Equal
and Independent Branch of the Government
of Guam . . .”” in October 2003;
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Whereas, since November of 2003, the Su-
preme Court of Guam has taken its rightful
role as the head of the Judicial Branch;

Whereas, since November of 2003, the newly
composed Judicial Council has aggressively
striven to unify the judiciary and improve
the administration of justice in Guam;

Whereas, Public Law 27-31 and similar
local legislation can be amended or repealed
at any time, thus further threatening the
independence of the Guam Judiciary;

Whereas, local legislators, officials and
residents alike believe that, absent a Guam
constitution, an amendment to the Organic
Act is needed to firmly establish the Judicial
Branch of Guam, with the Supreme Court of
Guam at its head, as a separate, co-equal and
independent branch within the Government
of Guam;

Whereas, on April 23, 2004 the Twenty-Sev-
enth Guam Legislature, with near unani-
mous bi-partisan support, passed a resolu-
tion supporting and requesting the United
States Congress to amend the Organic Act of
Guam to establish the Supreme Court as the
highest court of Guam and establish the ju-
diciary as a separate and co-equal branch of
government;

Whereas, H.R. 2400, amending the Organic
Act of Guam to establish the Supreme Court
as the highest court in Guam to protect the
independence of the Guam judiciary and to
maintain the Judicial Branch as a separate
and co-equal branch of government, was in-
troduced by Congresswoman Madeleine Z.
Bordallo.

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Ju-
dicial Council of Guam hereby respectfully
requests the United States Congress to expe-
ditiously and favorably pass H.R. 2400 to
amend the Organic Act recognizing the Su-
preme Court of Guam as the highest court of
Guam and to firmly establish the Judicial
Branch as a separate, co-equal branch within

the government of Guam; and
Be it further resolved, that the Judicial

Council of Guam hereby respectfully re-
quests the support of the Governor and the
continued support of the Legislature for the

passage of H.R. 2400; and
Be it further resolved, that copies of this

Resolution be provided to the Honorable
Madeleine Z. Bordallo, member of the U.S.
House of Representatives, the Honorable
Richard Pombo, Chairman, House Resources
Committee, the Honorable Pete Domenici,
Chairman, Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee, Mr. Joaquin C. Arriola,
Jr., President of the Guam Bar Association,
the Honorable Felix P. Camacho, the Gov-
ernor of Guam and the Honorable Vicente C.
Pangelinan, Speaker of the Guam Legisla-
ture

Duly adopted this 30th day of April, 2004 at
a duly noticed meeting of the Judicial Coun-
cil of Guam.

Chief Justice F. Philip Carbullido,
Charman, Date: May 6, 2004.

Attest:

Julie M. Lujan-Torres, Secretary, Date:
May 6, 2004.

In closing, Madam Speaker, I want to
thank my colleagues who have cospon-
sored this legislation to establish an
independent and coequal judiciary in
Guam, including my good friend, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE),
who has taken an active interest in
this legislation and has traveled to
Guam; the gentleman from Montana
(Mr. REHBERG); the gentleman from
California (Mr. GALLEGLY), the former
chairman of the Subcommittee on In-
sular Affairs; the gentleman from Ha-
waii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE); the gentleman

from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA); the gentlewoman
from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.

CHRISTENSEN); and the gentlen}an from
Puerto Rico (Mr. ACEVEDO-VILA).
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I appreciate their support in this ef-
fort, as well as the support of the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman
PoMBO), the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources, who has done a
great deal to see that this legislation
was put forward, and the gentleman
from West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL), our
ranking member. Their leadership in
shepherding H.R. 2400 to this point in
the process is also appreciated, and I
thank them for their support as well.

Madam Speaker, I yield I urge unani-
mous passage of this bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker,
I urge adoption of this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
California (Mr. RADANOVICH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R.. 2400.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PROVIDING FOR TEMPORARY EX-
TENSION OF PROGRAMS UNDER
SMALL BUSINESS ACT AND
SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT
ACT OF 1958

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5008) to provide an additional
temporary extension of programs under
the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958
through September 30, 2004, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5008

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF PROGRAMS UNDER SMALL
BUSINESS ACT AND SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1958.

The authorization for any program, au-
thority, or provision, including any pilot
program, that was extended through June 4,
2004, by section 1 of Public Law 108-217 is fur-
ther extended through September 30, 2004,
under the same terms and conditions.

SEC. 2. TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.

Section 2 of Public Law 108-205 is amended
by striking ‘‘October 1, 2003’ and inserting
“March 15, 2004’. The amendment made by
the preceding sentence shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of the section to
which it relates.

SEC. 3. COMPENSATION OF AGENTS.

Section 5 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 634) is amended—

(1) in subsection (g)(4), by adding at the
end the following:

‘“(C) The Administration may contract
with an agent to carry out, on behalf of the
Administration, the assessment and collec-
tion of the annual fee established under sec-
tion 7(a)(23). The agent may receive, as com-
pensation for services, any interest earned
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on the fee while in the control of the agent
before the time at which the agent is con-
tractually required to remit the fee to the
Administration.”; and

(2) in subsection (h)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) The agent described in paragraph
(1)(B) may be compensated through any of
the fees assessed under this section and any
interest earned on any funds collected by the
agent while such funds are in the control of
the agent and before the time at which the
agent is contractually required to transfer
such funds to the Administration or to the
holders of the trust certificates, as appro-
priate.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLAKE). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) and the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO).
GENERAL LEAVE
Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 5008.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from West Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill extends until
September 30 the programs of the
Small Business Administration not
covered by an appropriation, including
the Preferred Surety Bond Program,
SBA’s Private Sector Cosponsorship
Authority, the Small Disadvantaged
Business Procurement Assistance Pro-
gram, the Small Business Development
Center Drug-Free Workplace Assist-
ance Grants Program and the Very
Small Business Concerns Program.

Last June, the House acted respon-
sibly by passing H.R. 4478 to extend the
programs of the SBA, but the other
body failed to act. These programs
have been in limbo since June 4, and it
is important that they are extended
while we continue to work on an SBA
reauthorization bill.

In addition, H.R. 5008 would help
many existing Women’s Business Cen-
ters keep their doors open. Passage of
H.R. 5008 would free up the remaining
$4 million already appropriated for the
program this year to provide at a min-
imum approximately $70,000 to each
Women’s Business Center and sustain-
ability status.

Finally, H.R. 5008 corrects a legal
problem regarding how the SBA pays
fiscal transfer agents, who provide a
vital role in the secondary market. For
nearly 10 years, the SBA’s fiscal trans-
fer agent has been paid by a float on in-
terest on the pools of securitized 7(a)
guaranteed loans. Recently there has
been some confusion as to whether or
not this practice violates the Anti-De-
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ficiency Act. The SBA has proposed a
fix to this problem, and that solution is
incorporated in section 3 of H.R. 5008,
which essentially codifies the existing
practice.

Passage of this legislation is needed
in order to prevent the crippling of the
SBA’s 7(a) loan program, because with-
out the liquidity of a secondary market
banks will not make as many 7(a) loans
as in the past.

This bipartisan bill has the support
of the ranking minority member, the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ), and it has the support of
the Bush administration. I urge my
colleagues to support H.R. 5008.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. .

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, we
are here today because Congress has
failed to complete its work. Over 1 year
ago, the Committee on Small Business
unanimously reported out a bipartisan
reauthorization bill. As a result of the
failure to move this legislation, the au-
thorization for the SBA expired last
year and we are now forced to pass our
fourth extension. Shamefully, the
agency has been operating for 3 months
without any authorization.

It is clear that the Nation’s job cre-
ators, small businesses, are struggling.
The United States has lost 1.7 million
jobs since 2001, and we are continuing
to see growth rates that only keep up
with inflation. American manufactur-
ers are being hit hardest, with 2.7 mil-
lion jobs lost during that period and
11,000 lost in June alone. This is clearly
not the picture of an economy that is
getting back on its feet.

Last week, the House Committee on
Small Business Democrats released a
quarterly small business index showing
that business conditions are at 7-year
lows. Skyrocketing health care and en-
ergy costs and exploding Federal budg-
et deficits are but a few of the barriers
small firms face in achieving the
growth our economy needs so badly.

At a time when we should be pro-
viding our Nation’s entrepreneurs a leg
up, this administration and the Repub-
lican Congress has continuously failed
to provide the assistance they need by
blocking passage of the SBA reauthor-
ization.

The bipartisan reauthorization bill
will provide the most comprehensive
overhaul of the SBA in over a decade.
It will broaden or modernize the SBA
loan programs so firms can access the
capital they need. At a time when the
Federal Government failed to meet the
small business contracting goals for
the fourth consecutive year, the Re-
publican leadership is blocking this bill
that will expand procurement opportu-
nities for small companies.

The legislation ensures small firms
are given a fair chance to break into
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the Federal marketplace. By doing so,
we provide the Federal Government a
quality service at a good price. This is
not just good for small businesses, it is
good for the American taxpayer. Addi-
tionally, the likelihood of success for
small business is nearly doubled when
they have access to technical assist-
ance.

Passage of the reauthorization bill
will offer the greatest expansion of en-
trepreneurial assistance programs in
decades.

Even more concerning is the possi-
bility that our failure to act will actu-
ally worsen the business environment
for small businesses. Small businesses
are faced with a possible doubling of
fees on SBA loans at the end of this
month. Without immediate action, the
current structure will lapse, leaving
banks and entrepreneurs in a worse sit-
uation than when the program was
shut down last year.

Although the gentleman from Illinois
(Chairman MANZULLO), who cannot be
here today, has tried repeatedly to
bring this bill up for consideration, the
Republican House leadership and the
administration have blocked it.

In today’s economic climate, small
businesses are more important than
ever. We need to ensure that they have
all the tools for success, as they are
facing numerous obstacles. It is unfor-
tunate that we are here today passing
an extension, rather than celebrating
the passage of an SBA reauthorization.

These issues should not be subject to
partisan politics. When our small busi-
nesses need us the most, our com-
mittee was able to work in a bipartisan
manner to produce this legislation. We
now ask the Republican leadership to
recognize these efforts and pass the re-
authorization bill that will get small
businesses back creating jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO).

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 5008, and I
would like to take this time to thank
the chairman of the Committee on
Small Business, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Chairman MANZULLO), and the
ranking member, the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ), for
their continued leadership in crafting a
long-term reauthorization of the Small
Business Administration.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5008
will provide temporary reauthorization
of the Small Business Administration.
While I support H.R. 5008, I do share
the ranking member’s frustration that
we still have not had the opportunity
to vote to pass a permanent reauthor-
ization of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and consequently this raises
concerns about the future of the 7(a)
loan guarantee program, which is often
the only source of long-term financing
on reasonable terms for small busi-
nesses, particularly those in poor, rural
and underserved areas.

While H.R. 5008 will maintain the
current authority for the 7(a) program,
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small business owners will see a dou-
bling of administration fees.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on Small Business approved on
a unanimous, bipartisan basis a perma-
nent Small Business Administration
reauthorization, H.R. 2802. The com-
mittee marked up this bill on July 21,
2003. H.R. 2802 would revise the 7(a) fee
calculation for small businesses, avoid-
ing the increase that they will other-
wise face under the current authority.
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These small firms represent the fu-
ture of our economy, Mr. Speaker, as
they account for 75 percent of all new
jobs created in the United States.

Therefore, I hope that we can work
together to resolve any outstanding
issues with respect to this bill and
move this important legislation to the
floor before we recess. In the mean-
time, I respectfully urge my colleagues
to vote today in favor of the temporary
reauthorization.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

While reauthorization is extremely
important, I think it would behoove us
at this time to really think about all of
the things that have been done and are
in the process of being done for small
businesses here and across America.

Twenty-five million small business
owners will receive tax relief, totaling
$75 billion. That is real savings. The
rate reductions in the tax benefit plan
is more than 90 percent small business.
We also have raised the small business
expensing limit from $25,000 to $100,000,
and I can tell my colleagues in my
home State of West Virginia, small
businesses are beginning to do and be-
ginning to feel the growth effects of
being able to hire another person,
being able to buy that extra piece of
equipment as a result of the tax incen-
tives.

Regulation, which is another burden-
some thing on small business, this ad-
ministration has slowed the growth of
burdensome new rules by 75 percent.
Also, small businesses saved $7 billion
last year in regulatory costs, and that
is significant.

We have worked a lot to try to incent
and grow our small businesses, and
there is always more, much more, that
can be done. But in terms of govern-
ment procurement, for the first time in
many years, the Federal Government
exceeded its small business goal by
providing a record $65.5 billion in prime
contracts to small businesses. That is a
significant increase over past years.

So, in conclusion, I would like to say
that reauthorization of SBA is exceed-
ingly important to small business, and
what we are doing here today in ex-
tending the authorization is extremely
important. But much has been done
and much needs to still continue to be
done to help small business, which is
the backbone of our American econ-
omy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would like to set the record
straight regarding the tax cut that the
President submitted to Congress and
that Congress passed.

The tax cuts are not helping small
businesses. The President’s tax cuts
have provided little relief for small
businesses. In fact, under the latest tax
cut, over half of small businesses re-
ceive less than $500, despite a cost of
$350 billion. And, while the President
talks about how the top tax rate cut
helps small businesses, only 1 percent
of small business owners benefit from
the reduction in the top tax rate. In
fact, out of the 28 million small busi-
nesses, only 180,000 benefited from the
top tax rate, according to the figures
presented to us by the Department of
the Treasury. Those are your own num-
bers. Less than 5 percent of the latest
2003 Jobs and Growth package was in
the form of targeted tax relief for
small businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN).

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding me
this time.

Although I would rather be here to
support the SBA reauthorization, I rise
today in support of H.R. 5008, which
would simply, once again, extend the
important programs under the Small
Business Act and the Small Business
Investment Act.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5008 marks the
fourth extension of the SBA programs.
The House Committee on Small Busi-
ness passed the extension on the SBA
programs with bipartisan support a
year ago. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to commend the leadership of
our ranking member, the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ), and
our chairman for their strong leader-
ship and their bipartisanship in work-
ing on that reauthorization.

Yet, the House leadership has failed
to bring this bill to the floor for a vote.
Why?

The leadership in this and the other
body give a lot of lip service to small
business. We constantly tout them as
the backbone and the engines of our
economy. Yet, on legislation as critical
to their and, thus, our Nation’s well-
being as the reauthorization of pro-
grams on which they depend, this Con-
gress has, once again, failed to act.

It is getting late in the year. Our
small businesses cannot wait. They
need security now. They need the as-
surance that the programs they will
need to continue will be there now.
They need to know what to expect, and
we need to stop these stop-gap meas-
ures and give them that security and
that assurance.

I am particularly concerned because I
have heard Members ask, Why should
we continue to fund agencies and pro-
grams that have not been reauthor-
ized?
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Mr. Speaker, actions speak louder
than words. Failure to act on this leg-
islation is sending the message that
our Nation’s small businesses are not a
priority for this administration. But
they are very important to both the
Democrats and the Republicans on the
committee.

It is also of great concern that this
bill fails to address the current prob-
lem of high fees associated with the
T(a) program, the flagship lending pro-
gram for the Small Business Adminis-
tration. If the leadership fails to bring
the reauthorization to a vote by the
end of this month, the 7(a) lending pro-
gram will once again be in jeopardy.

It is a good thing that, in our dis-
tricts, the agencies charged with sup-
porting small businesses are doing
what they need to do. On that positive
note, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize and congratulate
the University of the Virgin Islands
Small Business Development Center,
the university president, Dr. Laverne
Ragster, and the SBDC director, Mr.
Warren Bush, for successfully hosting
its Small Business Innovation Re-
search Program and Small Business
Technology Transfer Program Orienta-
tion Conference last week.

Finally, on a bill previously before
this body today, I want to take this op-
portunity to also join my colleagues in
supporting House Resolution 717 and
belatedly extend, on behalf of all of my
constituents in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
our best wishes to President Bill Clin-
ton on his 58th birthday, as well as to
wish him a continued speedy recovery,
many, many more birthdays and good
health and happiness, and God’s richest
blessings on him and his family.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY).

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New York, both
for yielding me this time and for bring-
ing this matter to the floor today.

It is obviously essential that we fi-
nally take some action on this legisla-
tion. We need to extend critical fund-
ing to women’s business centers across
the United States. In particular, the
Center for Women and Enterprise in
Boston serves many of the constituents
in my district and throughout the
State of Massachusetts. It has been
long overdue, and many of these cen-
ters have already suffered because of
Congress’s inaction.

It is a bit disturbing to know that it
has been 10 months since the Small
Business Administration authorization
bill has expired. And it continues to
linger, and we need the majority to
come forward and the White House to
come forward at this point in time and
bring it and put it on the agenda. Ev-
erybody has great rhetoric about how
important small businesses are to our
country, to our districts and to the
economy. But now it is time to put
that rhetoric into action and make
sure we move on this bill.
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We do not have to tell people or re-
mind them about how this economy is
suffering: almost 2 million jobs lost in
the last several years and still not any-
where near back to where we were in
January of 2001.

We know what a generator of jobs,
what a booster of the economy small
businesses can be, and we also know
how important the Small Business Ad-
ministration is in providing capital for
these businesses. So if we could do the
bill that is before us today but also
bring forward the Small Business Ad-
ministration reauthorization, we could
deal with that issue of capital.

At a time when the economy is suf-
fering as much as it is, many busi-
nesses are starting to fail. They need
that capital so that they can retool.
Some need it to grow. And we need
some new businesses to fill in where
others have left. That cannot happen
without this bill coming forward.

The so-called 7(a) loans are by far the
most critical capital vehicles that we
have for small businesses: $11 billion in
loans to small businesses every year.
That aspect has to be assured to busi-
nesses. If we do nothing by the end of
this month, fees for that will double,
freezing out many businesses from the
opportunity to get access to this
money so that they can expand or they
can start up.

Time after time, we hear on the floor
and we hear in people’s individual dis-
tricts how much they feel for small
business and how certain they are that
small businesses add to the benefit of
our country.

Mr. Speaker, we need to put our
money where our mouth is. We need
this measure to be brought forward. I
support today’s bill because it does a
good thing, particularly with respect
to the women’s business centers across
the country, but realize that we have
to do more and move the Small Busi-
ness Administration reauthorization
forward.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, there is no disagree-
ment that we should pass this exten-
sion. It is, though, embarrassing that it
has come to this. We expect small busi-
nesses to meet their taxes, comply
with Federal regulations and pay their
employees on time. But when it comes
to Congress, we are not held account-
able for our failure to meet their needs.

At a time when our economy is
struggling, at a time when small busi-
nesses are struggling, Congress should
be holding up its end of the deal. Pass-
ing the Small Business Administration
Reauthorization Act must be a pri-
ority.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would like to thank the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
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VELAZQUEZ) for not only her advocacy
for this bill before us today, but for her
advocacy for small business. She is one
of the staunchest cheerleaders for
small businesses across this Nation,
and I appreciate her service and her
ability to get things done.

I thank our chairman, the gentleman
from Illinois (Chairman MANZULLO),
who is not with us today, to thank him
also for his small business advocacy. It
is good to know that we have a bipar-
tisan opinion on this bill. I look for-
ward to its passage, and I look forward
to all of us working together to see
that small business not only grows but
thrives under this bill and also under
further legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLAKE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 5008.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 27 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

——
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WALDEN of Oregon) at 6
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

House Concurrent Resolution 363, by
the yeas and nays;

House Resolution 667, by the yeas and
nays; and

House Resolution 760, by the yeas and
nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
and third vote in this series will be 5-
minute votes.

H7031

EXPRESSING GRAVE CONCERN OF
CONGRESS REGARDING CON-
TINUING GROSS VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIB-
ERTIES OF SYRIAN PEOPLE BY
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 363,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 363, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 342, nays 0,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 90, as
follows:

[Roll No. 441]

YEAS—342

Abercrombie Costello Granger
Aderholt Cox Graves
AKkin Cramer Green (TX)
Alexander Crane Green (WI)
Allen Crenshaw Greenwood
Andrews Cubin Gutknecht
Baca Culberson Hall
Bachus Cummings Harman
Baird Cunningham Harris
Baldwin Davis (AL) Hart
Barrett (SC) Davis (CA) Hastings (WA)
Bartlett (MD) Dayvis (FL) Hayes
Barton (TX) Dayvis (IL) Hayworth
Bass Davis (TN) Hefley
Becerra Davis, Jo Ann Hensarling
Bell Davis, Tom Herseth
Berkley Deal (GA) Hill
Berman DeFazio Hinojosa
Berry DeGette Hobson
Bilirakis Delahunt Holden
Bishop (GA) DeLauro Holt
Bishop (NY) DeLay Honda
Blackburn Deutsch Hooley (OR)
Blumenauer Diaz-Balart, L. Hostettler
Blunt Diaz-Balart, M. Hoyer
Boehner Dicks Hulshof
Bonilla Dingell Hunter
Bonner Doggett Hyde
Bono Dooley (CA) Israel
Boswell Doolittle Issa
Boucher Doyle Istook
Boyd Dreier Jackson (IL)
Bradley (NH) Duncan Jackson-Lee
Brady (PA) Dunn (TX)
Brady (TX) Edwards Jefferson
Brown (SC) Ehlers Jenkins
Brown, Corrine Emanuel John
Brown-Waite, Eshoo Johnson (CT)

Ginny Etheridge Johnson (IL)
Burgess Farr Johnson, Sam
Burns Fattah Jones (NC)
Burton (IN) Feeney Jones (OH)
Butterfield Ferguson Kanjorski
Buyer Filner Keller
Calvert Flake Kelly
Camp Foley Kennedy (MN)
Cantor Forbes Kildee
Capito Ford Kilpatrick
Capps Fossella Kind
Cardin Frank (MA) King (IA)
Cardoza Franks (AZ) King (NY)
Carson (IN) Frelinghuysen Kingston
Case Gallegly Kirk
Castle Garrett (NJ) Kline
Chabot Gibbons Knollenberg
Chandler Gilchrest Kolbe
Chocola Gillmor LaHood
Clyburn Gingrey Lampson
Coble Gonzalez Lantos
Cole Goode Larsen (WA)
Collins Goodlatte Larson (CT)
Cooper Gordon Latham
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