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I strongly support the reauthoriza-
tion of the NHPRC. However, I am dis-
appointed that we did not increase the
authorization for this program. It is
even more tragic that the administra-
tion has not fully funded the commis-
sion for 2005. The failure to fund this
commission will result in the loss of
important parts of the history of every
State and local government in our
country. Much of the good work funded
by the commission will have to be put
on hold because the administration cut
$7 million from the NHPRC budget.

My colleague on the other side of the
aisle detailed how we need to preserve
the documents in Florida even when we
have catastrophes and hurricanes, and
so forth. Let me describe just a few of
the programs that have been supported
by NHPRC in New York over the past
several years.

The New York State archives in Al-
bany was given assistance by the
NHPRC to organize and make available
materials of the effect of the World
Trade Center disaster on the lives of
New Yorkers. Channel 13, the local edu-
cation station, was given funds to pre-
serve shows of particular historical sig-
nificance from the 1970s onward.
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The American Foundation For the
Blind was provided funds to archive the
records of Helen Keller. Hunter College
received funds to arrange 15 collections
of materials documenting the history
and culture of Puerto Ricans.

In addition, NHPRC had provided
funds to assist in preserving the papers
of Alexander Hamilton; Aaron Burr;
Samuel Gompers; John Jay; the slave
diary of Elizabeth Drinker; Florence
Kelley, the letters of this great settle-
ment leader; and the writer and activ-
ist Harriet Jacobs, just to name a few.
The list goes on and on.

NHPRC has also been at the forefront
of research on preserving electronic
documents. Long before most agencies
knew they even had a problem, NHPRC
was funding research on this important
issue.

Electronic records present historical
organizations with two quite distinct
problems. First, the technological
issues of preserving our electronic doc-
uments across time are extremely com-
plex. The methods for creating these
documents multiply yearly, as does the
way in which these documents are
stored. However, very little has been
done to assure these documents can be
read 10 years later. Secondly, elec-
tronic records have resulted in increas-
ing both the volume of records created
and the volume of records that histo-
rians want to keep.

Electronic records confront State
and local archives and historical soci-
eties with the very same challenges as
they do the Federal Government. The
National Archives has spent millions of
dollars on the Electronic Records Ini-
tiative, and real progress has been
made in developing a system for pre-
serving the electronic records of the
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Federal Government. NHPRC has been
one of the few places these State and
local organizations could go to get help
confronting this complex technological
and historical problem. It should also
be noted that NHPRC was one of the
first Federal organizations to recognize
the need for research on preserving
electronic documents.

Mr. Speaker, absolutely every day in
Washington, D.C., as we go about our
business, we are reminded of our Na-
tion’s history. Buildings and docu-
ments are preserved and displayed for
all to see. Every citizen deserves that
opportunity, not just when they visit
their Nation’s Capital, but as they
walk about the towns in which they
live. NHPRC makes it possible for
State and local governments to develop
the tools and expertise to maintain
their own history.

Even if NHPRC was fully funded at
$10 million, that would only be about
$200,000 per State. That does not go
very far. As I have said at the outset,
Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
passage of this bill, and I hope that the
chairman of the subcommittee will
work with me and the gentleman from
Florida (Chairman PUTNAM) to raise
awareness of the many valuable pro-
grams sponsored by NHPRC so that we
can increase the authorization Ilevel
the next time that it comes around.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude
by saying that if we do not learn from
our past, we may repeat the mistakes
of those who went before us. If we do
not preserve our past, we cannot learn
from it, and each locality has their
own unique circumstances and their
own unique history. Maintaining our
time capsule of government words and
deeds is a fundamental responsibility
of our government. This legislation is
committed to that responsibility, and I
urge my colleagues to join me and the
chairman in supporting this.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I appreciate the support of the distin-
guished gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. MALONEY) and the hard work that
the ranking member of this sub-
committee, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLAY), has put into this leg-
islation; and I urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. PuTNAM) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3478, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A Dbill to amend title 44, United States
Code, to improve the efficiency of oper-
ations by the National Archives and
Records Administration and to reau-
thorize the National Historical Publi-
cations and Records Commission.”.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ARCHIE SPIGNER POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4632) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 19504 Linden Boulevard in St.
Albans, New York, as the ‘‘Archie
Spigner Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4632

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ARCHIE SPIGNER POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 19504
Linden Boulevard in St. Albans, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘Ar-
chie Spigner Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Archie Spigner Post Of-
fice Building.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TURNER) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TURNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
H.R. 4632, a post office designation act
sponsored by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS). The legislation be-
fore us honors Archie Spigner, a man
who has been a political institution in
Queens and indeed all of New York City
for more than a quarter of a century.

Archie Spigner served a respected
tenure on the New York City Council
from 1974 until 2001. Mr. Spigner ulti-
mately became the second highest
ranking member of the council as he
rose to the post of deputy majority
leader. In addition, he served on the ad-
visory board of the National League of
Cities, an urban advocacy organization.

Mr. Speaker, I know the gentleman
from New York considers Mr. Spigner a
close friend and political ally. That is
why I am pleased to join with him
today in urging passage of H.R. 4632.
The post office in the legislation is ap-
propriately located within Archie
Spigner’s former district at Linden
Boulevard and 196th Street in Queens.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Government Re-
form, I am pleased to join my colleague
in consideration of H.R. 4632, legisla-
tion designating the United States
postal facility in St. Albans, New York,
after Archie Spigner. This measure,
which was unanimously reported by
our committee on July 21, 2004, was in-
troduced by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS) on July 21, 2004. H.R.
4632 enjoys the support and cosponsor-
ship of the entire New York delegation.

A native New Yorker, Archie Spigner
was born and educated in New York. He
was called early on into the world of
politics and community activism.

In 1974, Mr. Spigner began his first
term as a city councilman from South-
east Queens. As a member of the New
York City Council, Mr. Spigner chaired
the committees on Housing and Build-
ing, Economic Development, and the
Legislative Office of Budget Review.

As a result of his legislative prowess,
he was able to assume the post of dep-
uty majority leader, the second highest
position in the New York City Council.

Mr. Spigner served on the advisory
board of the National League of Cities,
the City Council Budget Negotiating
Team, and liaison for the Queens dele-
gation. As district leader and executive
member of the Guy R. Brewer United
Democratic Club, Mr. Spigner was in-
strumental in electing the first African
American Supreme Court Justice, As-
sembly member, State Senator, and
Congress member in the Borough of

Queens.
He was also instrumental in the cam-
paigns for the Honorable David

Dinkins, former mayor of the City of
New York; the Honorable Percy Sut-
ton, former Manhattan borough presi-
dent, the Honorable Carl McCall,
former state comptroller; former Con-
gressman Floyd H. Flake; and my
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS).

Archie Spigner retired from the New
York City Council in 2001; and al-
though retired, Mr. Spigner is still in-
volved in politics and community af-
fairs.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. MEEKS), for seeking to honor this
political legacy of City Council Mem-
ber Archie Spigner in this manner. I
urge swift passage of H.R. 4632.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MALONEY).

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I join
my colleagues in honoring former
Council Member Archie Spigner. I had
the great honor of serving with him as
a member of the Housing and Buildings
and Economic Development Committee
of the New York City Council, a com-
mittee which he chaired for many
years with great distinction, with
great judgment, honesty, and fairness.
In a city that has a terrific need, a
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deep need for affordable housing, he
was one of the truly outstanding lead-
ers in our city in the area of working
to build more housing that is afford-
able, and truly as a leader in our city,
serving for many years as the deputy
majority leader.

He was also active on a national
level, with the League of Cities. He
dedicated, really, his life to the prob-
lems of cities; and he used to say that
one of the great challenges of the next
century would be who pays for the cit-
ies, with their ailing infrastructure and
their many, many needs for housing
and other areas.

He not only was active in the Na-
tional League of Cities. He was on the
Finance Committee and the City Com-
mittee on the Budget, and I had the
honor of serving with him on the Com-
mittee on the Budget where he was a
great bridge-builder. He would often
negotiate compromises that would en-
able us to move a budget to the floor
for a vote. He is an outstanding person,
kind and wonderful. He is very active
politically also and played a major role
in the election of one of my good
friends and colleagues, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS), along
with many other important leaders in
New York City and State.

Even though Archie retired from the
City Council in 2001, he has continued
to be an important leader and adviser
on both the city and local level. He is
a terrific person. To know him is to
love him.

I am delighted to join my colleagues
today in naming this important build-
ing after him and in really applauding
his lifetime of service to the commu-
nities in Queens and the City and the
State of New York.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join my
colleague and fellow New Yorker, Mr. MEEKS
in supporting this bill, H.R. 4632, to name the
post office in St. Albans, Queens, New York
after my old and close friend, Archie Spigner.

Archie Spigner and | go back a long time in
the political life of New York; myself in Harlem
and Archie in St. Albans. He has been pro-
viding leadership in his community for nearly
four decades. He has provided the shoulders
for many of our current successful leaders. It
is unfortunate that term limits have deprived
his community of his representation. Archie
held his seat from 1974 until term limits ended
his service in the New York City Council in
2001.

As District Leader and Executive Member of
the Guy R. Brewer United Democratic Club,
he was instrumental in electing the first Afri-
can-American Supreme Court Justice, Assem-
bly Member, State Senator and Congress
Member in the Borough of Queens. He was a
leader in the campaigns of the Hon. David
Dinkins, Hon. Percy Sutton, Hon. Carl McCall,
our former colleague Congressman Floyd H.
Flake and the sponsor of this bill, the current
member from St. Albans, our distinguished
colleague GREG MEEKS. He and | have been
allies on countless battles in the effort to pro-
vide equality, opportunity, and justice for our
constituents, for New Yorkers and Americans.

Having a public building in this historic Afri-
can American community named after as an
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esteemed member of the community as Archie
Spigner is quite fitting.

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
come before you today to honor a man that
has given much to my district and asked for
very little.

Former City Council Member Archie Spigner
is considered the Godfather of African Amer-
ican politics in my district in southeast
Queens. A mentor to many of our current suc-
cessful leaders, Archie held his seat from
1974 until term limits ended his service in the
New York City Council in 2001.

As a member of the City Council, Archie
rose to the post of Deputy Majority Leader—
the second highest position in the Council. HIs
legislative responsibilities included Chairman-
ships of the Committees on Housing and
Buildings, Economic Development and the
Legislative Office of Budget Review. He also
served on the Council’s Budget Negotiating
Team and acted as liaison for the Council’s 14
member Queens delegation. He was elected
to and served on the advisory board of the
National League of Cities, an advocacy group
for our Nation’s urban areas.

As District Leader and Executive Member of
the Guy R. Brewer United Democratic Club,
he was instrumental in electing Queens’ first
African-American Supreme Court Justice, the
first African-American Assembly Member, the
first African-American State Senator, and the
first African-American Member of Congress.
He played a pivotal role the mayoral cam-
paigns of David N. Dinkins and Percy Sutton,
as well as the gubernatorial campaign of H.
Carl McCall. Archie helped elect my
precedessor to Congress, and of course, pro-
vided indispensable support and counsel when
| sought this office.

A post office facility bearing Archie’s name,
located a few blocks from the headquarters
from which Archie’s political organizing ema-
nated will be a reminder to the community he
served long and well of the gratitude they owe
to this man who made a difference in their ev-
eryday lives and effectively represented them
in the corridors of New York City government.

Please join me in designating the Saint Al-
bans postal facility the Archie Spigner Post Of-
fice Building, in honor of this accomplished
gentleman.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
we have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge passage of H.R. 4632, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TURNER)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4632.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING FORMER PRESIDENT
WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 58TH
BIRTHDAY

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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