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Dream Down Payment Act to help
thousands of low-income families make
the down payment on their first home.
Minority homeownership has climbed
to record levels of over 50 percent.
Housing starts in 2003 were at the high-
est level in 25 years, and home sales
were the highest ever.

As a former real estate attorney, I
know firsthand the joy of buyers and
sellers. I know the jobs created for the
construction workers, landscapers, and
suppliers. I appreciate the success of
Realtors, and this builds the local tax
base for better schools.

While Democrats continue to try to
talk down the economy with pes-
simism, American families living in
their own home know that our econ-
omy is strong and growing.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

————

PROVIDE PROTECTION BEFORE
DISASTERS OCCUR

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
last night the House approved disaster
assistance for citizens in Florida. Our
hearts go out, for it is appropriate for
us to step in and do what we can. But
we need to do more. There is a big dif-
ference in loss from storms, floods and
wildfires, depending on what people do
in advance to protect themselves.

It is time for the Federal Govern-
ment to add assistance to do it right,
in planning, zoning and building codes,
if we create the right balance of policy
so fewer people are at risk, we are also
kinder to the taxpayers. We know what
to do.

I hope we do not have any more
supplementals where we do not provide
assistance to help people protect them-
selves to avoid these problems in the
first place.

———

PRESIDENT AN OUTSTANDING
LEADER IN WAR ON TERROR

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, Senator JOHN KERRY is cam-
paigning to be President by saying that
he will use diplomacy to fight a ‘“‘more
sensitive” war on terror. But how does
Senator KERRY’s diplomatic effort
show up on the campaign trail? He re-
fers to the 30-plus nations that have
joined our efforts to bring freedom to
the people of Iraq as ‘‘the coerced and
bribed.”” He constantly belittles the ef-
forts of allies who fight and bleed along
with our soldiers in the effort to fight
terror and to spread freedom. How can
someone who belittles our allies expect
to gather more allies?

President Bush has been an out-
standing leader in successfully pros-
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ecuting the war on terror. He has led
the fight to bring freedom to 50 million
people in Afghanistan and Iraq. Under
his leadership, our forces toppled the
Taliban and Saddam Hussein. They
have also captured or killed two-thirds
of the top leadership of the al Qaeda.
Our forces are on the offensive on the
war on terror, and because of the out-
standing leadership of President
George W. Bush, we are spreading free-
dom, spreading hope and making Amer-
ica a safer place.
———

THE ECONOMY, UNEMPLOYMENT,
AND MEDICARE PREMIUMS

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, let us clear
the air. As President Bush crisscrosses
the country touting the state of our
economy, it is time for a reality check:
1.7 million jobs have been lost under
this President’s watch; 1.4 million peo-
ple lost their health insurance last
year; and 4.3 million people, 4.3 million
people, have slipped into poverty.

In my district in East Los Angeles
and the San Gabriel Valley, 30,000 peo-
ple are looking for work, 24,000 people
are now living in poverty, and one out
of every three residents lacks health
insurance in my district. Eight million
Americans are looking for work.

Now the Bush administration has an-
nounced an $11.60 increase in Medicare
premiums. For seniors in my district,
that makes a difference. That means
they may not be able to afford food and
clothing; $11 is a big deal for people in
my district.

Democrats have a plan to cut taxes
for middle-class families, protect over-
time, and provide incentives for busi-
nesses. It is time for us to change the
President.

—————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO OUR TROOPS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
again to pay tribute and support to our
troops, particularly in Afghanistan. We
should be reminded that there is a lot
of inordinate negative press and that
Americans have been apprised of the
situation in Iraq, and I think there is a
lot of good things happening also in Af-
ghanistan.

Just one of the accomplishments is
they are continuing to attack the nar-
cotics trade to prevent proceeds from
being used to fund terrorists and insur-
gents. We are helping the Afghans pro-
vide for their own security and rebuild-
ing provinces shattered by more than
20 years of war, tribal fighting, and
Taliban oppression. Afghanistan’s pres-
idential and parliamentary elections
are slated for October 2004 and 2005, re-
spectively.

Those are just a few of the accom-
plishments of our troops engaged in
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Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan. But there is one other
thing: one of the accomplishments, ob-
viously, is that their actions overseas
and in Iraq have prevented another ter-
rorist attack here in the United States.

So I am proud of our courageous
troops defending our Nation, and en-
courage my colleagues to join me in
singing their praises also.

CALLING UPON THE VICE
PRESIDENT TO APOLOGIZE

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, if it
were permissible under the rules of this
House, I would call upon the Vice
President to apologize to the American
people for making the following out-
rageous statement. Yesterday he said,
“It is absolutely essential that 8 weeks
from today on November 2 we make the
right choice, because if we make the
wrong choice, the danger is we will get
hit again.”

Does the Vice President not under-
stand that we have parents with sons
and daughters fighting in Iraq who are
members of the Democratic Party and
who support Senator KERRY for Presi-
dent? Does he not understand that at
this very moment and at the moment
he spoke, there were Democratic sol-
diers in Iraq fighting for his freedom,
as well as the freedom of all of us?

It is shameful, shameful, that the
Vice President would interject such a
divisive bit of rhetoric into the public
discourse in this country. Has he no
shame?

————
HONORING CARLY PATTERSON

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, last month, Carly Patterson
captured the gold medal and the hearts
of the world when she won the all-
around competition in gymnastics. Her
come-from-behind victory will always
have a place in the all-time best mo-
ments in the Athens Olympics. It is a
tremendous honor to recognize Amer-
ica’s sweetheart for her hard work.
Carly also won a silver medal in the
team competition and an individual
silver in the balance beam.

Just this past weekend, Allen, Texas,
gave her a hero’s welcome-back parade.
Thousands lined the street to con-
gratulate her on a job well done.

Carly Patterson is a shining example
for America to countless young people
about all that you can accomplish
when you put your mind to it. Carly
made Allen and America proud with
her good sportsmanship and her heart
of a champion.

Great job, Carly Patterson. We are
proud of you. God bless you. We all sa-
lute you.
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BEING LESS CRITICAL OF THE
PRESIDENT

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, sometimes
I think Democrats are a little too crit-
ical of President Bush. Now, it is true
that he took a huge surplus and turned
it into the largest fiscal deficit in
American history; that is true. It is
true that he promised Americans that
he would protect seniors, and the next
day gave Americans the largest Medi-
care premium increase, essentially a
tax increase, in American history, of 17
percent. It is true that he has the larg-
est loss of jobs, over 2.5 million jobs,
since Herbert Hoover.

But now some Democrats have even
criticized the President for refusing to
take his physical and thereby squan-
dering $1 million of flight training
when he served in the National Guard.
I think we need to put that in context.
If he continued to fly, he may have
crashed the plane.

We need to be a little less critical of
this President.

EXPRESSING ALARM ABOUT
AMERICA’S SHRINKING FLEET

(Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with grave con-
cerns about our country’s security. A
report from the American Shipbuilding
Association, the ASA, was recently re-
leased that gives alarming figures
about our Navy’s shrinking fleet and
our vulnerability to China.
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The report shows that by 2010, China
will have twice as many submarines as
the United States. And that is not all.
Assuming that we build six ships a
year, the Chinese fleet will surpass the
size of the U.S. fleet by 2015.

Further, a Chinese general was
quoted as saying the Chinese Navy is
being designed with the direct objec-
tive of being able to ‘‘neutralize” a
U.S. aircraft carrier.

China’s threat is real. And yet, just
last month, the Navy submitted a pro-
posal to the Secretary of Defense that
dramatically reduces our shipbuilding
program.

Mr. Speaker, this is unacceptable.
Further cuts will not only be dev-
astating to our shipbuilding industry,
they will make us vulnerable to
threats like China.

ASA’s report says it best: “‘Ignoring
the Navy’s requirement will serve as
the precursor to the end of America’s
reign as a sovereign superpower.”

DEMANDING THE TRUTH

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, The
New York Times today says: “U.S.
Conceding Rebels Control of Regions of
Iraq. Pentagon is not certain when cen-
tral areas can be secured.”

Iraq has come to that. From the day
the President launched his crusade, we
feared that casualties would mount,
and they have. One thousand brave
Americans have died.

The marker somehow brings it more
in focus for the American people. As if
999 would not, or if even one death in
this war is not tragic enough.

One thousand soldiers killed in Iraq,
over 6,000 wounded and maimed, tens of
thousands of Iraqis killed and injured;
and the American people still do not
know why.

The President has changed his rea-
sons for going to war so often that we
have lost sight of another casualty.
The truth has fallen alongside of those
brave U.S. soldiers.

We cannot bring them back, but we
can honor them by demanding the
truth on the 2nd of November. It is
coming, Mr. President.

———————

20056 REPUBLICAN FREEDOM CAL-
ENDAR CELEBRATING THE 150TH
ANNIVERSARY OF REPUBLICAN
PARTY

(Mr. COX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, what we are
fighting for in Iraq is what we have al-
ways fought for here in America. We
are fighting for freedom.

This year is the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the Republican Party.
Over a century and a half, from the
abolition of slavery to the establish-
ment of women’s suffrage, to the free-
ing of millions of people from slavery
and the Soviet Empire, Afghanistan,
and in Iraq, the Republican Party has
been the most effective political orga-
nization in the history of the world in
advancing the cause of freedom.

So that all of us can learn more
about the civil rights achievements of
this distinguished American institu-
tion in its 150th anniversary year, the
House Republican Policy Committee
has produced this 2005 Republican Free-
dom Calendar. Each day of the year the
calendar lists an important milestone
in the Republican Party’s history of
advancing freedom.

Thirty-five years ago yesterday,
America mourned the death of one of
the world’s greatest civil rights cham-
pions, Senate Republican Leader Ever-
ett Dirksen. It was he who authored
the 1960 Civil Rights Act, and it was he
more than any other person who was
responsible for passage of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, including defeating a 14-
hour Democrat filibuster in the Senate.

The 2005 Freedom Calendar is avail-
able both in published and electronic
form on the Internet at pol-
icy.house.gov.
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BUSH ECONOMIC POLICIES NOT
WORKING

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, $422 bil-
lion: a new record deficit for the United
States of America, yet another record
for the Bush administration, eclipsing
last year’s record of $375 billion. But
only inside the Washington Beltway or
inside the Bush White House is this
considered proof positive that his eco-
nomic policies are working.

Working how? We are going to spend
every penny of the Social Security sur-
plus and replace it with IOUs. We are
going to finance the entire Government
of the United States outside the De-
partment of Defense with borrowed
money. We are going to add 10 percent
to the national debt in one year,
indebting another generation and a
generation after that to work to pay
off this profligate spending.

They say their policies are working.
Working how? For whom? The very few
wealthy people who have reaped the
benefit of the huge tax cuts, while the
rest of America is being given the tab.

———

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the House Democratic Cau-
cus, I offer a privileged resolution, (H.
Res. 756) and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 756

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following
standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Sten-
holm.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HONORING OLYMPIC GOLD
MEDALIST ANDRE WARD

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a deep sense of pride to honor the
outstanding achievements of Olympic
boxer Andre Ward of Oakland, Cali-
fornia. Andre won the gold medal in
the light heavyweight boxing final in
the 2004 Summer Olympic Games in
Athens, Greece, making him Oakland’s
first Olympic gold medalist since 1968.

Andre began boxing at the age of 9.
After learning the basics of boxing
from his father, Andre began training
with his godfather and current coach,
Virgil Hunter. Within one year, Andre
won his first tournament, and at age 14
began a winning streak that spanned 6
years and roughly 90 fights. During
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