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of young Iraqi children, men and
women around their neck thanking
them, hugging them for what they
have done relieving them of the brutal
regime of Saddam Hussein; and now we
are helping, along with the Coalition
forces, to rebuild their country.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. I thank the gentleman
from New Hampshire also, and would
ask if he has any closing words he
would like to say.

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire.
Once again, it has been a pleasure to
serve under the gentleman from Cali-
fornia’s (Mr. HUNTER) leadership, to
have watched the Committee on Armed
Services start the process of rebuilding
our Nation’s military, in particular,
making sure that we have given a pay
increase to members of the military for
the last couple of years; that we have
done a better job of providing the bul-
letproof vests and the retrofit kits for
the Humvees and that type of thing. It
is a process that needs to continue.

I thank you once again for your lead-
ership and certainly look forward to
continuing to work with you.

Mr. HUNTER. We will all continue to
work together, and I thank all Mem-
bers, Republican and Democrat, on our
committee. We have got a great mem-
bership.

Let me just say one thing, if I could,
with the indulgence of my colleagues.

A great gentleman, Cato Cedillo, who
served as my assistant district admin-
istrator for 23 years passed away early
this morning, and he was a real hero.
He was a guy from San Angelo, Texas,
who helped everybody, who had a heart
as big as all outdoors; and I swear he
could do more with a telephone, get-
ting the problem solved, than the rest
of us with a bank of computers.

Cato was a wonderful, wonderful per-
son, and I was with him and with his
family last night as we said good-bye
to Cato. It is sad. He will be greatly
missed around his hometown of San
Angelo, Texas, and San Diego, Cali-
fornia.

I thank the gentlemen for letting me
mention him in the closing moments of
our special order.

I want to thank the gentlemen for
participating tonight, and again, the
message from our troops was that they
are staying steady and we in America
should stay steady. We are making this
handoff. We need to follow through
with it and follow through with our
mission.

I thank the gentlemen.

———
30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HENSARLING). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
once again, it is an honor to address
the American people and also Members
of the U.S. Congress, and there are so
many issues to talk about tonight.
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As many of the Members know and
the American people know, once a
week the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI), the Democratic leader,
has allowed the 30-something Working
Group to come to the floor to share
with the American people issues that
are facing not only young Americans
but Americans in general. We have 14
Members in our working group, and we
work throughout the week and here in
the Congress to make sure that we give
voice to issues that are facing Ameri-
cans throughout our country.

I must say that being from Miami,
Mr. Speaker, I just want to share with
the Members and the American people,
we are so glad that the people of Los
Angeles allowed for the Miami Heat to
be able to receive Shaq. We look for-
ward to the Miami Heat going to the
NBA not only finals, but championship
this upcoming season. Shaq is going to
bring a new flavor to Miami, and all
Miamians are very proud to have him
there and also his family; and we wel-
come them all. We look forward to a
successful Eastern Conference playoff
and even regular season, and I will tell
you, not being a season ticketholder
myself, I look forward to saving up my
money to get an opportunity to see
him in the Magic City.
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Mr. Speaker, let me share for a mo-
ment with the American people that
week after week the 30-something
Working Group has had an opportunity
to come to the floor to speak to the
American people about the issues. This
week we had a visit from the WWE,
which is the World Wrestling Enter-
tainment Association. These are wres-
tlers that came to the U.S. House of
Representatives to talk about their ini-
tiative that they are working on
throughout the country.

Everywhere the WWE is going, they
are registering voters, and they are
working with the democratic way of
making sure that every vote counts in
this upcoming election. We know that
many Americans, many of them are
young; a lot of issues facing Americans
right now are issues that are working
towards our future. It does not matter
what age you are, but especially for
young people. I commend WWE for the
work they are doing. They were here
Monday night at the MCI Center reg-
istering voters. Their number is up to a
million voters who have already reg-
istered for the upcoming election.

I am very excited about Americans
who have not had an opportunity to
vote in the past that are taking an op-
portunity to vote this time; and wres-
tlers, entertainers are telling them it
is important that they vote. There are
issues facing the economy, the environ-
ment, the war in Iraq; and we are glad
they are there.

I have a picture, if I may, of three of
the WWE wrestlers that came to the
Capitol on Monday. This fine gen-
tleman is myself. I wanted to wrestle
once upon a time, but I do not think I
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can hang with these guys. We have
Maven, who is an outstanding young
man. We had an opportunity to hear
his views on voter suppression.

This is Hurricane. We had an oppor-
tunity to see him Monday night. He is
a very popular young man and has a
bright future in the wrestling enter-
tainment world. And then we have
Chris Nowitski, who is a Harvard grad-
uate. He graduated from Harvard and
now wrestles in the WWE. They all
have a voter consciousness. And here is
our very own, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN), who wanted to have a
lights-out cage match with these gen-
tlemen. He said as long as he has his
track shoes on, he will be okay.

Mr. Speaker, we want to commend
these men for coming and helping to
get out the word about democracy and
making sure every voter takes their
American right and has an opportunity
to vote so their voices are heard. It was
good. We had an hour-long meeting,
and we opened it to the press to allow
them to come in and hear these fine
gentlemen. I am glad they have taken
time out to share in a bipartisan and
nonpartisan way the importance of
voting.

Mr. Speaker, I must share the issue
of voter suppression. This is going on
throughout the country, and I must
say to many of those students that are
going to return to colleges and institu-
tions and even to those parents that
are sending their kids off for the first
time to a college in a city that they
have never been in before, many of
those individuals have registered in
high school through their social stud-
ies programs and government classes.
We do it in Florida, and in many loca-
tions throughout the country the same
thing happens. We want to make sure
that these young people know they can
register.

In November, November 2, they are
going to be at the location where they
are going to school. We started getting
reports of young people going to reg-
ister to vote before they recessed for
the spring, and now in the middle of
August they are going to return for the
fall semester; but they were told they
were not eligible to vote because they
did not live in that particular city.
Taken from my good friend, David
Letterman, and hopefully I will get out
of here in time to be able to catch the
show, if you live in Sioux City, Iowa,
and you are attending university in
AKkron, Ohio, you should have the op-
portunity to vote there. The Supreme
Court said in 1979, if you are a reg-
istered student, going to school there,
you have a right to vote in that loca-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, there is also rhetoric
that is being shared with many stu-
dents that want to vote at their college
campus, if they register, they will lose
their out-of-state or in-state aid they
will receive, or their scholarship will
be in jeopardy because they were
brought in as an out-of-state student.
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That is not true, and there are no re-
percussions to take part in our democ-
racy. We want to make sure we get
that word out to all Americans.

I think it is important for every par-
ent and grandparent, for the grand-
parents that have given their hard-
earned money to make sure their
bloodline has a better opportunity than
what they had, that they have the op-
portunity to educate themselves, and
they have also an opportunity to share
in this democracy. They have feelings,
too. As it relates to growing and sky-
rocketing tuition costs, they have to
be heard on that. They have to be
heard on the environment. A lot of
things that are happening that were
not happening years ago, they have to
be heard on that. They have to let it be
known that we want alternative fuel
sources in the United States of Amer-
ica. If they are not heard, it may not
happen.

They have to be heard on the issue of
student loans, of skyrocketing costs of
college tuition, and that they are grad-
uating in debt. We want them to take
part in the American Dream. That is
what it is all about, to buy a home and
get a piece of the rock. And we want
them to have a credit report so that
they will be able to be eligible to get a
loan to buy a house.

So for 18 to 30, young people being
able to have an opportunity to vote, if
we can raise the level in that demo-
graphic, what we call it in the political
world, we will have a better America.
We will have a safer America, a cleaner
America, and a healthier America. I
think that is very important.

That is the reason why the 30-some-
thing Working Group formed itself
under the leadership of the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
because she believes in a better Amer-
ica. She believes if given the oppor-
tunity to be Speaker of this House that
we will be able to top-shelf many of the
issues that are facing young Ameri-
cans. So not only now but post-elec-
tion, we will be coming to the floor to
share these philosophies and issues
with the American people.

Also as it relates to voter suppres-
sion, we want to make sure if anybody
wants to find out more information
about it, go on the rockthevote.com
Web site and find out more information
on voter suppression, or you can take
the opportunity to contact us here in
the House of Representatives. We are
going to give voice to those individuals
that may run into problems.

This is our Web site here. We have
our e-mail address,
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov.
Also our Web site, we
democraticleader.house.gov/
30something. I will share the Web site
and the e-mail address again later on.
You will have an opportunity to be
able to allow us to fight on your behalf.
We are not talking about just Demo-
crats; we are talking about Independ-
ents, Republicans, Green Party, what
have you.

have
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We feel to be able to have a stronger
America, safer and healthier America,
it is important that our entire country
takes part in the electoral process. If
one does not take part in the electoral
process, we will not bring about the
kinds of change that everyone cares
about. That is what we are about. We
are about making sure that everyone,
and I mean everyone, not just folks
from Florida or Ohio or the Califor-
nians or Texans, we want to make sure
that everyone participates in this proc-
ess. We want to make sure that every-
one can have their voice heard, and
that is why it is so very important.

Tonight we are going to talk about
several issues. One we are going to talk
about is our breach in intelligence. We
are also going to talk about many
issues facing Americans. And guess
what, we even have a top 10 list tonight
that we will give birth to tonight so
when we return after Labor Day, we
will continue on with our top 10 list.

I have been joined by the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. RYAN), who is an out-
standing Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to say to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) that I
shared our picture on the Capitol steps.
I talked a little about how you wanted
to have a lights-out cage match, and as
long as you had your tennis shoes on
that it would be okay.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, did
the gentleman explain that I was not
the man with the green hair in the pic-
ture? Was that clarified?

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I think it is ob-
vious. The man with the green hair has
more muscles.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. That hurts me.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. It is love.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. The Hurricane is
in the green hair, along with the
Maven. I have not watched professional
wrestling since Jimmy Superfly Snuka
and the Wild Samoans. And so to now
meet the next generation, and I am
sure the gentleman touched on this,
how great it is that they are taking
part in trying to reach young people to
get out the vote. They have registered
over a million kids already.

Did you get into the voter suppres-
sion?

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We talked
about, but it would not be complete
without your views.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. That was really
the issue yesterday when we were here.
There is a huge voter suppression issue
where young college Kkids, and I talked
about it last week, how young students
who live in college towns are going to
register to vote at the local board of
elections or supervisor’s office, and
they are being told they cannot vote
there because they are not a perma-
nent resident. Or if they do register to
vote in that town, they will lose their
financial aid, they may be prosecuted
for fraud, lose their health care cov-
erage. There are issues which have dis-
suaded young college students from ac-
tually registering to vote.
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Once we started hearing about this,
we went back and did some research.
The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MEEK) did most of the research. He
found a Supreme Court decision back
in 1979 that said that even if you live in
a dorm, you can register to vote in
that community.

We have just been getting flooded
with e-mails from people all over the
country, young students who have
tried to register to vote in certain
areas and have been denied. They have
been told that the local prosecutor
would prosecute them for fraud or that
they would lose their financial aid. So
if you tell a young student that they
are going to lose their financial aid if
they register to vote, they are not
going to vote.

Then we turn around and say why do
young people not participate in the
process? So to have the Hurricane and
the Maven here was special. It was spe-
cial.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, if
the gentleman would yield, everyone
forgot about us. Walking through the
halls, they wanted to touch the Hurri-
cane and the Maven. They said these
guys are just Capitol regulars.

Mr. Speaker, athletes nine times out
of ten get a bad rap for being about
business. This is a capital city. These
gentleman could have been doing any-
thing. They could have been some-
where relaxing, kicking back, doing
what they wanted to do. They were
doing what they wanted to do. They
wanted to make sure that not only
young ©people but wrestling fans
throughout the country could just
pause for a moment and realize the se-
riousness about their vote and about
their voice being heard. This is serious
business.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Big time.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We are at war.

If I can say, 897 American troops are
not coming home. We honor them, but
they are not coming home. That means
897 individuals will no longer see their
family members ever again.
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That means that 5,394 American
troops, not coalition troops, American
troops, injured, dealing with the war in
Iraq, just Iraq. This is not talking
about Afghanistan, going after the
Taliban and 9/11. Do not get me start-
ed.

The real issue is serious. We have to
make sure that the men and women
that follow the WWE, and that is what
these gentlemen are trying to do, let
your voice be heard. They are not tell-
ing them how to vote or who to vote
for. They are just telling them that
they have to get registered and that
they have to get out the vote.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What is inter-
esting is that after having discussions,
both of those gentlemen, they were in
Cleveland a few months ago, maybe
last year some time, and they came to
Kent State University to have this dis-
cussion. We had a chance to talk a lit-
tle bit. One, and I will not say which
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one, is a Republican. The other is a
Democrat. And so it is a very bipar-
tisan issue of just getting kids reg-
istered and getting them out and en-
gaged in the process.

Last week, since you brought it up
about the soldiers, and then I want to
quickly move back to the voter sup-
pression because I have someone who
wrote in, e-mailed in from Ohio State
University after hearing me last week
talk about voter suppression.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I must say, the
gentleman from Ohio does that well.
He reads the e-mails. He gives the Web
site. I gave the Web site out earlier. 1
want to apologize to the gentleman
from Ohio for giving the Web site out
because that is what he does.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I practice reading
these e-mails. I do not just come to the
floor and expect myself to have the
rhythm. I practice.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. The gentleman
just wants to make sure that the indi-
vidual who e-mails, that he does not
skip a word. Every word is important.
Every little nuance is important. We
are not here to talk about travelogues
or footlockers. We are here to talk
about serious business.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Let me read this
since we have come back to it. Here is
a young kid, a young student, a grad-
uate of Ohio State University, still re-
siding in the 12th District in Ohio. She
was told a few years ago by the local
Franklin County board of elections
when she registered herself to vote,
told by someone in the office that if
she registered in Franklin County she
could lose access to college funding be-
cause her parents were of another vot-
ing district. On and On. Currently I'm
an assistant manager for a bookstore
across the street from the Ohio State
campus. In March I went to the Frank-
lin County board of elections office on
Broad Street in Columbus to pick up
500 voting registration forms to set on
display for the many students that
walk through our doors each day.

So here is someone who wants to go
out and try to recruit people to make
sure they get registered to vote. Put
them on display. The lady at the office
that provided me with the registration
form asked that we warn students that
their financial aid could be affected if
they should choose to register in
Franklin County. Being that this infor-
mation was consistent to what I had
heard when I was a student, I assumed
this was accurate information and
placed a warning sign near the applica-
tions. After watching Representative
RYAN on C-SPAN last night, I have re-
alized that what I was told may be er-
roneous, illegal information and this
really upsets me because I have noticed
that some students have been hesitant
to pick up the application. I would like
to know if this is indeed a case of voter
suppression. If not, I would be glad to
help fix the problem.

So here is a student that not only
wanted to vote for themselves, they
were willing to go and get 500 applica-
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tions, set them down at the bookstore,
and say, let’s register to vote, let me
get these young Kkids involved in the
process. She actually was so confused
that she put up a sign saying they may
lose their financial aid.

The gentleman from Florida and I
are here tonight to tell the Speaker
and everyone else who is listening that
that is not true. The Supreme Court
ruled in 1979 that students can register
to vote on campus even if they live in
a dorm or off campus. They can reg-
ister wherever they want in most
States. Do not be deterred. Do not let
anyone tell you that you cannot sign
up to vote. I am 31 years old. The gen-
tleman from Florida is 37 years old. I
know this is probably going to be the
biggest election of my life. And there
are people who are 60 or 70 years old
that are telling me that this is going to
be the biggest election of their life. Do
not let someone tell you that you can-
not register to vote. We have the 1979
Supreme Court decision. We have the
WWE wrestlers. If you have a problem
at the local board of elections, we will
call up the Hurricane, we will call up
the Maven and we will do what we have
got to do.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Nowinski, also.
We cannot leave him out. Our Harvard
grad.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We cannot leave
out the Harvard grad.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Who is a wres-
tler.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I have had con-
versations over the past couple of
weeks with some people in the enter-
tainment industry whom I think also
are going to be willing to take this and
promote it to their fans as well. This is
something that is really catching on
that I think we really need to make
sure that everyone knows, ride the
wave out and let them know. If you
have a particular story like the gen-
tleman who heard us on Friday from
Columbus, Ohio, send us an e-mail to
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov. Or
you can also e-mail our friends at
smackdownyourvote.com. You can e-

mail them or studentsuffrage.com,
also, a new organization.
Mr. MEEK of Florida.

Studentsuffrage.com. They have good
information about voter suppression. I
just want to from that e-mail let you
know, we have to remind the American
people and Members of the House, this
is not the 30-something report. This is
not the Representative TIM RYAN re-
port nor the Representative KENDRICK
MEEK report. This is for real. People
who would think we are joking, it is
unconscionable for someone to even
put a sign out as much as we are trying
to encourage young people to come out
and to take part in this democracy,
that anyone would say that you would
suffer financially from voting. Leave
alone from voting, from registering to
vote. I am from Florida. Do not get me
started. I am just going to say that
when we look at individuals taking
part in this democracy, we are not
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talking about Democrats only. Let us
make sure we are straight on that be-
cause we will get some folks who come
in on the other side of the aisle, the 30-
something Dems, they have Dems on
the back of 30-something, they are only
fighting to make sure the Democrats
have a right to vote. That is not true.
We want Republicans to vote. We want
independents to vote. We want democ-
racy. We want to make sure that their
voices are heard. We want to make sure
that we have a better America as we
move forward. If we do not have a vot-
ing America, then we are not going to
have a better America. If they are not
turned on or turned off about what is
going on, we need individuals like
WWE. We need them to have a fair
shake when they go to register to vote.
And for someone to a student, think of
a student, and I am sorry, I am getting
a little wound up here, think of a stu-
dent that would even take the preroga-
tive to register to vote when they have
all of these issues to worry about,
exams, term papers, making sure that
they get registered in their classes.
They want to do what they are sup-
posed to do, what their parents have
done, and that is register to vote. We
want kids, we want parents. Parents, if
you are listening to us here tonight,
even Members of the House, if you have
children that are attending, or of the
other body or even of the Bush admin-
istration, I must add, if you have chil-
dren or, I must say, let us just be bipar-
tisan, if you work for Senator JOHN
KERRY or Senator EDWARDS or what
have you, we want you to be able to
call your kids and make sure that they
have an opportunity to vote. The bot-
tom line is that we have to crush this.
We have to crush this right now. We
want people to let us know. We want to
fight on behalf of those individuals. We
want to make sure that they know that
they have a voice, even here in the U.S.
House of Representatives, that they
have a voice. For all the folks who
stand up here and say, I support the
troops. No, I support the troops more
than you do. No, you don’t support the
troops as much as I do. I support the
troops even more. I have a tattoo say-
ing, I support the troops.

Let me tell you something, we want
some folks enthusiastic here in this
House and in this democracy, I must
add, here in the United States to be
supportive of democracy. There may be
some individuals that are actually
scared that people may very well vote
in this country and if they vote, they
may no longer be here. But that is the
price we pay for being public servants
in this process. I am saying, bring it
on. Allow Americans to vote, especially
young people. My goodness, I am tak-
ing out my deficit chart here. $477 bil-
lion in Federal debt and this is using
the Congressional Budget Office. The
number is probably higher. $477 billion.
That means children at birth already
owe the Federal Government money.
This is serious business. This is not a
joke. This is $477 billion, the highest
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deficit in the history of the republic.
So for those of us in this House that
want to drape ourselves in the flag and
talk about how we support the troops
and I am more American than you are,
you look at this number. This is noth-
ing to be proud of. I have two children.
I have a T-year-old and a 9-year-old. I
do not want them asking the question,
what were you doing when this was
going on? Why don’t we have Social Se-
curity now? To my uncle who is a Ko-
rean War veteran, why do I have to
wait 6 months at the VA to see an oph-
thalmologist? Why don’t I have health
care, for the 43 million Americans that
are working. These are not individuals
that are sitting at home, looking at
cable and saying the job situation
looks sad. These are people that are
working every day. So how are we
going to resolve those issues that are
facing everyday Americans? $477 bil-
lion, that is not a small number. We
are knocking on the Bank of China and
Japan every 3 weeks saying, guess
what, we’re the United States of Amer-
ica. We need money to pay down the
debt.

So this voter suppression issue, some
people may say, it’s just rhetoric. This
is for real. These are the individuals
that are going to have to pay this.
That is why we need them engaged. Ev-
eryone that comes to Capitol Hill, we
have a lot of young people walking
through the Capitol. We see them in
the hall. They come. They identify
with us. They want to talk to us. They
want to talk to Members of Congress.
But when they get back in the fall, do
you think that it is going to be a lower
tuition rate there? I do not. Why? Be-
cause of this. $477 billion because we do
not have the money to be able to help
State governments. State governments
do not have a credit card with a U.S.
Treasury here and, I must add, we are
not in control. News flash to Members
of the Congress and the American peo-
ple. They cannot say, well, you know,
the Democrats, tax-and-spend Demo-
crats. Hey, guess what, ladies and gen-
tlemen, the last time that the budget
was actually balanced in this House,
the Democrats had control. And we
passed a balanced budget amendment
in this House without one Republican
vote. Without one. Maybe two or three
could have come over. Without one.
When we start talking about this issue
of spending and the deficit, we need to
talk to the hand. You cannot talk to
me about that, because the real issue is
that the Republican Congress put us in
the situation that we are in now.

Believe me, there is a good argument
for it, if someone was to mike up on
the Republican side of this House and
some of them are very good people.
Some of my best friends are Repub-
licans, okay? I am going to let you
know that right now. I will tell you
that many of those individuals feel the
way that we feel, fiscal conservatives,
concerned about the Federal deficit.
They have children, too. And they are
concerned, too. And every time some-
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one from the other side of the aisle
tries to step out and say I am going to
do the responsible thing and make sure
that we spend within reason, make
sure that we invest within reason, that
I will not give a tax break that I know
that we cannot afford, that I will no
longer send States that are over $87 bil-
lion in deficit right now, because
States do not have a credit card. They
pass that cost on to State universities.
They pass that cost down to local gov-
ernments and they have to pay the bill.
So this voter suppression, I say to
Members of this Congress, members of
the Bush administration, I hope they
are listening. This is serious business.
Yes, we know November 2 is going to
go and come but this deficit will be
here, for our children and in many
cases our grandchildren to pay the
cost. Even seniors now will pay the
cost. Prescription drugs, they will pay
the cost.
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Adequate health care for every Amer-
ican, will pay the cost. For everyday
working Americans that know what it
means to have a 15-minute break in the
morning and a solid 30 minutes and
not-a-minute-over lunch break, and 15
minutes in the afternoon, they know
what I am talking about. So those are
individuals that we are trying to rep-
resent. That is why their children have
to have an opportunity to vote, and
that is the reason why the 30-some-
thing Working Group wants an oppor-
tunity to fight on behalf of that indi-
vidual that sent the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) that e-mail to make
sure that they have a right to not only
vote but, guess what, a right to reg-
ister.

Goodness gracious. I am from Flor-
ida. We talk about voting in Florida.
Now we are having in the TUnited
States an opportunity to talk about
just registering. So when we look at
that, it is important that we fight.
Now, the National Secretaries of State
Association, which is a bipartisan orga-
nization, not a Democratic organiza-
tion, but a bipartisan professional or-
ganization, has joined in this effort
with us to make sure that these indi-
viduals will have an opportunity to
vote.

So I want to apologize for my being a
Congressman just for a few minutes be-
cause it is a great amount of frustra-
tion.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman does not have to apologize.
Let us go, after that passionate dis-
play, over to our e-mail, 30-
somethingdems@mail.house.gov. If
there is some kind of voter suppression
going on where people are telling them
they cannot register at their local
board of elections because it is on a
college campus or because they are a
student or because they live in a dorm,
I ask them to give us a call. We will
help them negotiate the waters with
Smack Down Your Vote, with Hurri-
cane and the Maven and our guys from
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WWE who are helping us out; we will
be happy to help them.

I know I just sent around a letter last
week contacting all the local members
of Congress in the State of Ohio. We
are going to send a letter off to the
Secretary of State in the State of Ohio.
I know the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MEEK) is going to do that in Flor-
ida. So we start contacting the Secre-
taries of State in these different
States. The National Secretaries of
State Association is going to help us
also communicate to their local board
of elections to let them know that this
is something that can really happen
with young people. So
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov,
send us an e-mail.

One of the issues that the gentleman
from Florida was talking about, about
how this is their future, the future of
the country is at stake, and how we
need young people to participate in the
process, and I will tell my colleagues
why. Not because young people are just
inherently great, but young people
have certain qualities that this democ-
racy needs, and they have a way of re-
plenishing the system here with some
new ideas, and so in a way they are
great. We need new ideas in this insti-
tution. And we are in the process of
creating a new economy, and we need
them.

And the disagreement they have with
many on the other side is that they
consistently have chosen to give tax
cuts to people who make millions of
dollars a year and are not invested in
the Pell grants, not invested into low,
low, low-interest student loans, not in-
vested into the States to allow them to
reduce the costs of college and reduce
the tuition costs that a lot of these
kids will face as they go back to school
in the fall. And the gentleman said,
You know how I know they are going
to have higher tuition? Well, you know
how I know? Because they have already
said in Ohio State it is going up 13 per-
cent. In Akron it is going to go up 10
percent.

So I want to share this, and we did
this earlier. We had an Ohio working
group that was out here earlier, and 1
shared some of these graphs, but I want
to share these with the people watch-
ing here. One of the greatest threats to
the United States of America, Mr.
Speaker, is China. China. And give me
a minute here because I am going to
have to segue into making my point.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
further yield to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN).

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate that. He is a generous man. I
am getting choked up here with the
gentleman’s hospitality.

Exports from China. And I went over
this about an hour ago here, but I want
to do it again just in case we have
some new people watching. This is out
of Wired Magazine, and Ryan Keating
on my staff ran across this, and I want
to thank him for his insight into these
particular issues. Top five exporters of
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electronics, countries: China in 2002,
$8.8 billion in exports of electronics;
United States of America, $2.5 billion.
Let me repeat. China, $2.5 billion;
United States, $2.5 billion exporting
electronics. So China is cleaning our
clock. Top five exporters of telecom
equipment: China, $36.4 billion, United
States $21.6 billion. Getting our clock
cleaned in the telecom equipment in-
dustry.

We will go over here to the green.
Top five exporters of assembled com-
puters, when we signed all these trade
agreements and we said we are going to
compete with all these countries, we
are going to have to have the high-tech
jobs. That is what everyone always
told us. Top exporters of assembled
computers: China, 3.8 billion; USA, 2.4
billion. Getting our clock cleaned by
China for assembled computers.

Here is the point I want to make
with this pie chart and two other
graphs here. Top five sources of engi-
neering graduates, if we want to get
the new economy going, if we want to
make sure that our economy can com-
pete in this very competitive global
economy, one of the things we need to
do is we need to have engineers who are
creating, finding better ways of doing
things, finding more efficient ways of
doing things. Engineer grads in 2001:
United States, 59,000; China, 219,000 en-
gineers in 2001, graduated from China.
59,000 in the United States of America.

And I ask the gentleman from Flor-
ida, the Speaker, and everyone else
who is listening here tonight, how are
we going to compete in the global
economy when we have 59,000 engineers
graduating, China has 219,000, European
Union has 179,000, Japan has 104,000,
Russia has 82,000, and the TUnited
States of America has 59,0007 How are
we going to compete in the global
economy when we do not have enough
engineers out there creating the new
economy?

And we have talked here before, Mr.
Speaker, about the space program and
how the goal for the United States was
to go to the Moon; but that was the
sexy, glamorous part. We are going to
land on the Moon and everyone can see
it and it is great. But the idea was to
make sure that we are educating math-
ematicians, scientists, engineers,
chemists, people who are going to be
able to participate. There was a goal
there to go to the Moon, but all that
was to make sure that we were edu-
cating people in the process of getting
there. Yes, it is great to get to the
Moon. Yes, we can do experiments up
there. But imagine all those people
who got educated in those specific
sciences and never ended up working
for NASA. They ended up in the private
sector driving our economy.

Let me share two more charts here;
and I do not like to get too statistical
because, one, it makes me nervous, but
we have got to wake up and smell the
Starbucks. Other countries emphasize
science and engineering education.
This is the percentage of first degrees
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awarded in the natural sciences and en-
gineering.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is important. Natural sciences, engi-
neering.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Natural sciences,
engineering. And I am not saying I was
the sharpest knife in the drawer when
I went through college, but what I am
saying is I know enough and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) knows
enough, and I think the American peo-
ple know enough of what we need to do
to compete. So look at this chart. Per-
centage of first degrees awarded in nat-
ural sciences and engineering: China, 73
percent; Japan, 66 percent; Germany, 59
percent; South Korea, 45 percent;
United States, 32 percent. So China is
at 73 percent. We are at 32 percent. And
how do we expect to compete with all
these people if we do not have enough
people participating in the sciences
and in engineering?

One final chart. These are people en-
tering graduate school and engineer-
ing, physical sciences, math and com-
puter sciences in U.S. institutions. The
green line is U.S. students and perma-
nent residents, 59,000, roughly, as I
stated earlier. The red line is foreign
students at U.S. institutions, almost
83,000.

I do not want to get bogged down in
the numbers; but my point is that be-
cause we are not investing in edu-
cation, because this administration,
this House, this Senate, this Congress,
has chosen time and time again to give
tax breaks to the top 1 percent while
we have 250,000 students across the
United States of America who are col-
lege eligible but will not go because
they cannot afford it, we have a prob-
lem.

And we have a problem that we can
fix, and this is why I am here at almost
11 o’clock at night. This is why the
gentleman ran for Congress. This is
why we spend long hours going to pa-
rades and shaking hands and working
here late at night during the week, be-
cause we believe that there is an an-
swer to this problem that is going to
make the United States stronger. And
what we have been arguing here on the
Democratic side, and many Repub-
licans have been arguing this as well,
but the leadership, the President, the
leadership in the Senate, has not been
responsive, the Pell grant now only ac-
counts for 40 percent of one’s college
tuition. In 1973 or 1974 when the Pell
grant was started, the Pell grant would
take care of almost 80 percent of a stu-
dent’s college tuition. We had a com-
mitment to education. We had a com-
mitment to make sure that we could
keep driving this economy by having
engineers and scientists out in the pri-
vate sector pushing it along, starting a
business, working for a business, mak-
ing it grow, helping it grow time and
time again.

We did not have the banks involved
in the student loan business. Why do
the banks have to be cut in on the
whole deal? I have nothing against
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banks. They own my house right now;
so I do not have anything against
them. But they do not have any busi-
ness being involved in a student loan.
We cannot help them make profits. We
are trying to get kids educated, and
that is what this country needs to do.
We need to make it a priority, and I
think this is something that has got to
come from the President of the United
States. I love JOHN KERRY’s plan. He
wants to double the Pell grant. He
wants to give $25 billion to the States
that has to be spent to lower tuition
costs. He wants to help kids get low-in-
terest loans. He wants scholarships for
math and science students. These are
things we need to do.

And I went off and I apologize, but
the frustrating part is that this is solv-
able. These are solvable problems, and
that is the beauty of this system. And
we can fix this. I think we have to fix
it because really the future of the
country is at stake. When we look at
trying to compete with China and they
are cleaning our clock in electronics,
telecommunications equipment, assem-
bled computers, and the United States
workers are losing their jobs and
scrambling over to see if they can get
to Wal-Mart, we have got a real prob-
lem. And I think if we made this a na-
tional commitment, and I hope Presi-
dent KERRY would make it a national
commitment, but if we do that, I think
we still have some time left. And the
scary thing is the clock is ticking.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) for sharing that with
the American people. I know he needed
those charts to make sure that he can
show the picture, but he was kind of
brushing against kind of like a Ross
Perot kind of feeling there. I started
thinking he was going to say in a
minute, You are not listening. But I
think it is important. We try to make
this not normal C-SPAN watching for
the viewing public and for the Members
of Congress. We want to make sure
they hear what we have to say. But if
we are going to compete, guess what,
we have to have players on the field
that are the numbers. It is almost like
football. One cannot line up with five
people and expect to beat a full defense
there with five people on offense.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is
a former football player.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. That is cor-
rect.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. What position did
the gentleman play?

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I played a lit-
tle defensive end. That was when I
could legally hit someone. But we will
leave that out here because there is no
hitting in the Congress, I must add.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. That saves lives.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. That saves
lives.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to talk a
little bit about intelligence for a
minute, if we can.
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Then we are going to get into our top
10 list after intelligence. I am just
going to talk about that for a minute,
because the American people are going
to get an opportunity to hear more
about intelligence as the week gets a
little older.

We know that there has been a lot of
talk, that there has been a Senate re-
port released. The Senate Intelligence
Committee put out a 511 page report,
which is a bipartisan report. It gave a
pretty good picture of what was going
on in the CIA, of what possibly went on
in this administration as it relates to
intelligence analysts that were subject
to political pressure.

There is going to be a second tier to
this report, and guess what? It is going
to be after the election.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Absolutely.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Wow. Is that
not a news flash?

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If the gentleman
will yield, we are trying to engage
young people here in the voting, par-
ticipating in the process, and they hear
this garbage that ‘“‘we are not going to
tell you until after the election. Then,
you know, then we will give you the
truth.”

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Once again,
this is not the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MEEK), the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) and/or the 30-something
Democrats working group report. This
is a report from the Senate, or the
‘“‘other body”’ Intelligence Committee.

I must say that the Democrats on
that committee did file a dissenting
view, basically saying intelligence ana-
lysts were subject to political pressure.

I will say this: We had some very
honorable Members whom I respect
and, we are both members of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, I am also a
member of the Select Committee on
Homeland Security, and this is serious
business. We have men and women
right now getting sand in their teeth
over in Iraq right now based on intel-
ligence.

Right here in this well, right above
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN),
our Commander-in-Chief shared with
us information that we know now is
false, or was given bad information.

This is serious business. This is the
reason why we have got to deal with
voter suppression. This is the reason
why everyone who has a voter registra-
tion card or will become eligible to get
a voter registration card should make
sure they let their voice be heard at
the polls.

I for one and the gentleman for one
and the 30-something Democrats for
one are not scared of American people
voting. Democrats, Republicans, Inde-
pendents, Green Party, whatever party
you are a member of, we want you to
vote, because in this democracy things
will happen better for our future.

This report will be coming out. There
will be a lot of rhetoric about who did
what, who did not say this. We know
the CIA director, Mr. Tenet, resigned.
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We know that there are others that
should resign.

No one gets fired from this adminis-
tration, I must add. For all of the
issues that have gone on in this coun-
try, no one has been asked to resign.
Everyone has done a superb job.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. They have not
made a mistake.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. They have not
made a mistake.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. The first adminis-
tration in the history of the United
States of America that has not made
one mistake.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I will tell you
this: It would be good for politics. But,
do you know something? I have to go
back to the numbers. The numbers
speak for themselves.

The reason why this is serious busi-
ness and the reason why week after
week we come back and the reason why
we have a Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, hopefully that will have hearings
that would hold the higher echelons,
and I mean the secretary and undersec-
retary and everyone over at the Pen-
tagon that is wearing a shirt and tie
and suit that is appointed, that are
calling the shots for men and women.
They say well, you know, we wait to
hear from our commanders in the field.
We do not make those decisions.

Mr. Speaker, I remember a day when
everyone at the Pentagon took credit
for what was going on. Now it is like,
well, we are waiting to hear from this
general and this other general, and,
until we hear from the field, we are not
going to do anything.

Mr. Speaker, 897 and climbing. A coa-
lition of troops that one may say is
over 132,000 American troops, enlisted,
Reserve, National Guard. And, guess
what? Over 6,000 individuals that did
not say, hey, I am ready to go. They
were called up and sent. And also 4,000
troops were relocated from other parts
of the world that we need them to go to
Iraq.

The last I checked on 9/11, it was all
about the Taliban and al Qaeda. And,
guess what? They are in Afghanistan
doing what they want to do.

Yes, we commend the troops. Do not
get me wrong. I do not know a Member
in this Congress, I have not encoun-
tered an individual out on the street,
either here in Florida or Washington,
D.C., that says I am not with the
troops. So we can just put that debate
aside.

I think it is important that the
American people understand that we
all support the troops. For anyone that
spends 30 or 40 minutes talking about
how he or she supports the troops, we
need to focus on other things about the
intelligence of why we are in Iraq in
the first place.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We want to pro-
tect the troops.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. And protect
the troops, and making sure that Re-
servists who signed up to protect this
country, they will fight for 20 years if
this country asked them to fight. That
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is not the question. It is about deci-
sions that are being made here inside
the Beltway. It is about the individuals
that are being driven around with
tinted windows in black cars and
Suburbans with police escorts. We are
talking about those individuals.

Guess what, I say to the gentleman
from Ohio? The U.S. Congress and the
Committee on Armed Services are the
individuals charged with making sure
that those individuals are held ac-
countable. We have the leadership of
this House on the other side of this
aisle here that says, oh, we do not need
to bother the Pentagon. They have a
lot work to do. We do not need to ask
the Secretary to come down here. He
has a war to fight.

Well, guess what? The last I checked,
we need some help, and we need some
oversight.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Article I, Section
1. The people govern.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. So I want to
move on, if we can. If the gentleman
from Ohio would, he can remove that e-
mail address. We want to make sure
the American people get an oppor-
tunity to see it. He is going to help me
out here.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. This is unbeliev-
able. This is unprecedented.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Unprecedented.
We want to make sure that people
know that we are here, that we mean
business.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And I am not
Vanna White. I want you to know from
right now, I am not Vanna White.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. No one is call-
ing the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
RYAN) Vanna White. No one wants to.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Are we ready? 1
do not know what to do here. I just pull
this off?

Mr. MEEK of Florida. What you do at
the top, you start at the very top.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I am nervous.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I want to let
you know, this is the top 10 reasons
why young Americans need a change in
leadership. I just want to make sure
our viewing public has their eyes on
this, or our friends at C-SPAN have
their eyes on this chart here, because
it is important.

The top 10 reasons why Americans
need a change in leadership. Can you
take number 10 off.

At the top, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN), look at that.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Oh, yes.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Not sure how
you will be able to pay your share of
the $2.9 trillion deficit and afford Out-
cast tickets. That is important there.
The Outcast tickets are important.

I want to add to the American people
that the Congressional Budget Office
says that is the next 10 years. It will be
$477 billion, which is the current deficit
for this fiscal year. That is right now
where we stand. That is number 10.

Number 9.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Here we go.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Look at the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN). The
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gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is
about to get a contract here in a
minute.

New dorm rooms run by Halliburton
overcharge you by $900,000.

That is possible. I want to let you
know that is very possible. That hap-
pened.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If you think your
college tuition is high now, wait until
we privatize your dorms and turn them
over to Halliburton. Then you are in
trouble.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Let us go with
number 8.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I am ready.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We have to get
moving here.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I am nervous.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Because young
people cannot get sick, 30 percent of
young people do not have health insur-
ance. That is an important issue. That
is number 8.

The top reasons why young Ameri-
cans need a change in leadership.

Go ahead with number 7.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I like this number
7. I had a chance to peek.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. You can talk
about it later.

Young people concerned over the
prospect of another CHENEY swearing
in. Oh, wow, that is interesting.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. That is because
when he was in the Senate with Sen-
ator LEAHY, he keeps swearing.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Let us go from
there.

Number 6: MTV spring break cov-
erage lacking. Only 15 students able to
afford the Cancun getaway. Worse teen
unemployment since 1949.

That is very serious.

Go ahead. We have got a couple more
here. Number 5: Students dismayed
that 10 Crackerjack box tops now
worth the same as Bush’s Pell Grant.

Go ahead, number 4. Because John
Ashcroft has got to go.

So, number 3, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) has got to move fast-
er. Number 3.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I know help me
out.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. A draftee is
not what you meant when you said you
hope the Bush policies would help you
find a job.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. The gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MEEK) has got to
give me a chance to drop the thing.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Just drop it to
the floor. We will clean it up later.

Number 2, cannot buy self-help books
titled “I am da bomb” in fear that the
homeland security officers will inves-
tigate you under the Patriot Act.

Number one, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is doing a fine job: Be-
cause this is your country and what is
at stake is your future.

And that is very, very important,
that the American people understand
that that is important, and that goes
for everyone and every age group.

We want to make sure this top 10 rea-
sons why young people need to change
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leadership in America is all in being
able to frame this issue, to let them
know what the issues are. We know
that we put a little humor to it, but, at
the same time, it is very real, it is very
accurate.

We need to give folks our website. We
are running out of time. We have prob-
ably a minute or so left.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We have 2 min-
utes.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. And make sure
we give them the web site so we can
continue to communicate with Ameri-
cans.

To the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
RYAN), I must say he is going to have
the last word tonight and close this
out. That it is a pleasure being here
with the gentleman and a pleasure
working with the 30-something group.
We look forward to hopefully a demo-
cratically-controlled House when we
return back here after November so we
can talk about offense and not defense.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 30-
somethingdemocrats@mail.house.gov.
30 as in the number,
somethingdemocrats@mail.house.gov.

I agree. We are wrapping things up
this week. This will be our last 30-
something probably until September.
We will be here for a few weeks, and
then off to the elections. So, hopefully
you can send us an e-mail. Let us know
what you think.

But part of what we are trying to do
here is share with the American people
what we are learning while we are
down here and just present the facts. It
has not been partisan, but we have, 1
think, illustrated tonight and over the
past few weeks kind of what we want
and the direction we think the country
needs to go in. So I appreciate the op-
portunity to be with the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MEEK) here. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) does a
fine job, and I am happy to be his wing
man.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
this is the conclusion of the 30-some-
thing working group. We appreciate
the opportunity to address the Amer-
ican people and the House of Rep-
resentatives.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER). The Chair will remind Mem-
bers to refrain from referring to Sen-
ators in violation of clause 1 of rule
XVII and to address all remarks to the
Chair rather than the viewing audi-
ence.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4613

Mr. LEWIS of California submitted
the following conference report and
statement on the bill (H.R. 4613) ‘“‘mak-
ing appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other pur-
poses’’:

[The conference report will be print-
ed in a future edition of the RECORD.]
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of advice
of my physician.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. BURNS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. JoNES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, July 22.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2385. An act to designate the United
States courthouse at South Federal Place in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, as the ‘‘Santiago E.
Campos United States Courthouse’; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 59 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, July 21, 2004, at 10
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

9218. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Brucellosis in Sheep, Goats, and
Horses; Payment of Indemnity [Docket No.
00-002-2] (RIN: 0579-AB42) received July 15,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-17T07:26:58-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




