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the Judiciary, and myself on the bill H.R. 1587 
for printing in the RECORD. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS, 
Washington, DC, July 13, 2004. 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR., 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter on H.R. 1587, the ‘Viet Nam Human 
Rights Act of 2003,’’ which was referred pri-
marily to the Committee on International 
Relations and additionally to the Committee 
on Financial Services. This Committee or-
dered the bill reported favorably on June 24, 
2004. 

I concur that the Committee on the Judici-
ary has jurisdiction over § 401 of the bill per-
taining to the resettlement of refugees from 
Viet Nam. The manager’s amendment which 
the Committee will call up does not include 
§ 401 or any other provision that fall within 
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

I appreciate your willingness to waive fur-
ther consideration of the bill in the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary so that the bill may 
proceed expeditiously to the floor. I concur, 
that in taking this action, your Committee’s 
jurisdiction over the bill is in no way dimin-
ished or altered. I will, as you request, in-
clude this exchange of letters in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD during consideration of 
the legislation on the House floor. 

I appreciate your cooperation in this man-
ner. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY J. HYDE, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, July 13, 2004. 
Hon. HENRY HYDE, 
Chairman, Committee on International Rela-

tions, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN HYDE: I am writing regard-
ing H.R. 1587, the ‘‘Viet Nam Human Rights 
Act of 2003’’ which was referred primarily to 
the Committee on International Relations 
and additionally to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. The Committee on Inter-
national Relations ordered the bill reported 
favorably on June 24, 2004, but as of this time 
has not filed a report. 

The Committee on the Judiciary has juris-
diction over § 401 of the bill pertaining to the 
resettlement of refugees from Viet Nam. I 
understand that you have indicated your 
willingness to take the bill to the floor under 
suspension of the rules with a manager’s 
amendment that does not include § 401 or any 
other provisions that fall within the Rule X 
jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

Based on your willingness to follow this 
course, I am willing to waive further consid-
eration of the bill in the Committee on the 
Judiciary so that the bill may proceed expe-
ditiously to the floor. The Committee on the 
Judiciary takes this action with the under-
standing that the Committee’s jurisdiction 
over the bill is in no way diminished or al-
tered. I would appreciate your including this 
letter and your response in the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
legislation on the House floor. 

I appreciate your cooperation in this mat-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., 

Chairman. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.) The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1587, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CONCERNING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD IN 
SCHOOLS TO HUNGRY OR MAL-
NOURISHED CHILDREN AROUND 
THE WORLD 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and concur in the Senate concurrent 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 114) concerning 
the importance of the distribution of 
food in schools to hungry or malnour-
ished children around the world. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 114 

Whereas there are more than 300,000,000 
chronically hungry and malnourished chil-
dren in the world; 

Whereas more than half of these children 
go to school on an empty stomach, and al-
most as many do not attend school at all, 
but might if food were available; 

Whereas the distribution of food in schools 
is one of the simplest and most effective 
strategies to fight hunger and 
malnourishment among children; 

Whereas when school meals are offered to 
hungry or malnourished children, attendance 
rates increase significantly, particularly for 
girls; 

Whereas the distribution of food in schools 
encourages better school attendance, there-
by improving literacy rates and fighting pov-
erty; 

Whereas improvement in the education of 
girls is one of the most important factors in 
reducing child malnutrition in developing 
countries; 

Whereas girls who attend schools tend to 
marry later in life and have fewer children, 
thereby helping them escape a life of pov-
erty; 

Whereas by improving literacy rates and 
increasing job opportunities, education ad-
dresses several of the root causes of ter-
rorism; 

Whereas the distribution of food in schools 
increases attendance of children who might 
otherwise be susceptible to recruitment by 
groups that offer them food in return for 
their attendance at extremist schools or par-
ticipation in terrorist training camps; 

Whereas the Global Food for Education 
Initiative pilot program, established in 2001, 
donated surplus United States agricultural 
commodities to the United Nations World 
Food Program and other recipients for dis-
tribution to nearly 7,000,000 hungry and mal-
nourished children in 38 countries; 

Whereas a recent Department of Agri-
culture evaluation found that the pilot pro-
gram created measurable improvements in 

school attendance (particularly for girls), in-
creased local employment and economic ac-
tivity, produced greater involvement in local 
infrastructure and community improvement 
projects, and increased participation by par-
ents in the schools and in the education of 
their children; 

Whereas the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–171, 116 
Stat. 134) replaced the pilot program with 
the McGovern–Dole International Food for 
Education and Child Nutrition Program, 
which was named after former Senators 
George McGovern and Robert Dole for their 
distinguished work to eradicate hunger and 
poverty around the world; and 

Whereas the McGovern–Dole International 
Food for Education and Child Nutrition Pro-
gram provides food to nearly 2,000,000 hungry 
or malnourished children in 21 countries: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) expresses its grave concern about the 
continuing problem of hunger and the des-
perate need to feed hungry and malnourished 
children around the world; 

(2) recognizes that the global distribution 
of food in schools to children around the 
world increases attendance, particularly for 
girls, improves literacy rates, and increases 
job opportunities, thereby helping to fight 
poverty; 

(3) recognizes that education of children 
around the world addresses several of the 
root causes of international terrorism; 

(4) recognizes that the world will be safer 
and more promising for children as a result 
of better school attendance; 

(5) expresses its gratitude to former Sen-
ators George McGovern and Robert Dole for 
supporting the distribution of food in schools 
around the world to children and for working 
to eradicate hunger and poverty around the 
world; 

(6) commends the Department of Agri-
culture, the Agency for International Devel-
opment, the Department of State, the United 
Nations World Food Program, private vol-
untary organizations, non-governmental or-
ganizations, and cooperatives for facilitating 
the distribution of food in schools around the 
world; 

(7) expresses its continued support for the 
distribution of food in schools around the 
world; 

(8) supports expansion of the McGovern– 
Dole International Food for Education and 
Child Nutrition Program; and 

(9) requests the President to work with the 
United Nations and its member states to ex-
pand international contributions for the dis-
tribution of food in schools around the 
world. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the Senate concurrent resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
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may consume and rise in strong sup-
port of S. Con. Res. 114, which is an ex-
pression of support for the McGovern- 
Dole International Food For Education 
Program. The companion House 
version of this resolution was intro-
duced by the distinguished gentleman 
from Massachusetts. By taking up the 
companion Senate version of the reso-
lution, we will be able to complete con-
gressional action on it. 

300 million children around the world 
suffer from chronic hunger and 
malnourishment, and this program was 
founded on the premise that one of the 
most effective ways to combat child 
hunger could at the same time serve to 
increase literacy and to promote inter-
national stability. The program con-
sists of a simple measure of supplying 
schools in areas suffering from food 
shortages with meals for their stu-
dents. It has been shown that this 
measure, in addition to providing 
much-needed nourishment for hungry 
children, also results in a significant 
rise in attendance rates. This trans-
lates into higher literacy rates, job op-
portunities, and a healthier local econ-
omy as these children enter the work-
force. These improvements, in turn, ad-
dress several of the root causes of ter-
rorism which is strongly linked to pov-
erty and poor education. 

Since its inception, the McGovern- 
Dole program has donated surplus agri-
cultural commodities to the U.N. 
World Food Program, feeding nearly 7 
million children from 38 countries. I 
urge the Congress to pass this concur-
rent resolution as an expression of sup-
port for this admirable endeavor. This 
resolution does not involve any alloca-
tion of funds, but does serve to recog-
nize the accomplishments of the pro-
gram, accomplishments again which 
have aided some 7 million children 
with much-needed meals and have 
aided the world by promoting edu-
cation and stability. We express our 
support. I hope that the membership 
will support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. I 
rise in strong support of this legisla-
tion, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
do so as well. 

More than 150 million poor children 
stumble to school every day because 
their stomachs are empty and their 
eyes are blurry from hunger. Often-
times what separates these kids from 
academic achievement is as simple as a 
full, healthy meal. 

Mr. Speaker, it is gratifying to note 
that our good friend and colleague 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) 
has strived to ensure that our collec-
tive attention remains on these strug-
gling, impoverished children. 

The George McGovern-Robert Dole 
International Food For Education and 
Child Nutrition Program is one of the 
great success stories in our foreign aid 
framework. The McGovern-Dole Inter-
national Food For Education and Child 

Nutrition Program is properly named 
after Ambassador and former Senator 
George McGovern and former Senator 
Bob Dole. Both of these highly re-
spected statesmen worked tirelessly on 
world hunger issues for many years, 
culminating in the launching of a pilot 
program, the Global Food For Edu-
cation Initiative in 2001. 

The Global Food For Education Ini-
tiative was groundbreaking in that it 
systematically addressed the problem 
of young students with empty stom-
achs in developing countries. By dis-
tributing surplus agricultural commod-
ities from our country to some 7 mil-
lion hungry and malnourished children 
in 38 countries, the Global Food Initia-
tive was largely responsible for im-
proving school attendance rates, rais-
ing literacy rates, and fighting pov-
erty, particularly among young girls, 
in the schools which received assist-
ance under the program. 

Mr. Speaker, the McGovern-Dole pro-
gram is now permanent, but it alone 
cannot end world hunger; nor can it 
dramatically alter the performance of 
educational systems in developing 
countries. The program can, however, 
play a crucial role in helping our Na-
tion meet its moral obligation to al-
leviate human suffering in places like 
sub-Saharan Africa, the Caribbean, the 
Middle East, and South Asia while at 
the same time helping to support tens 
of thousands of American farm fami-
lies. The McGovern-Dole program can 
also put spoons and textbooks into the 
hands of poor children in the most des-
titute corners of the globe so that 
these children will be less likely to 
grow up, take up arms, and fight over 
scarce resources. 

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by sug-
gesting that the McGovern-Dole pro-
gram epitomizes the true American 
spirit and the values which we hold so 
dear. Through this program, we are 
able to take the bounty of our land and 
share it with the needy and the hungry 
across the globe. At the same time we 
are able to help sustain family farms 
here at home. It is no wonder that the 
program enjoys such enormous support 
across the country. 

I strongly support passage of this leg-
islation, which our esteemed col-
leagues in the other Chamber have al-
ready passed. I urge all of my col-
leagues to do so as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), the distinguished sponsor 
of this legislation. 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks, and include extraneous 
material.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the distinguished gentleman 
from California, the ranking member 
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, for yielding me the time and 
for his very heartfelt words. I also 
want to thank the chairman of the 
committee, Chairman HYDE, as well as 

Ranking Member LANTOS, for their 
leadership and their commitment to 
ending hunger and for their support of 
U.S. food aid programs. I also want to 
extend my gratitude to Chairman 
SMITH and to my colleague from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR), who is the ranking Dem-
ocrat on the agricultural appropria-
tions committee, for all of their incred-
ible efforts to combat hunger here in 
the United States and around the 
world. It was through their bipartisan 
leadership that the George McGovern- 
Robert Dole International Food For 
Education and Child Nutrition Pro-
gram came to be established in the 
farm bill reauthorization. 

Over the past few years, I have 
learned a great deal about global child 
hunger from my House colleagues, 
from former Senators George McGov-
ern and Bob Dole, from our hard-
working officers at USDA and USAID, 
from the staff of the U.N. World Food 
Program, and from the many organiza-
tions that carry out U.S.-funded school 
feeding and development projects 
around the world, groups like Catholic 
Relief Services, World Vision, Save the 
Children, CARE, Land O’Lakes, Coun-
terpart International and Mercy Corps, 
to name but a few. 

I now know there are over 800 million 
people around the world for whom 
chronic hunger is a way of life, and, too 
often, a way of death. Over 300 million 
of these people are children and over 
half of these children do not attend 
school, mainly girls. 

Every year, 6 million children in our 
world die of hunger-related causes. As 
David Beckmann, president of Bread 
for the World, has stated so eloquently, 
‘‘Even one child starving to death is a 
tragedy. Six million is a global catas-
trophe and a preventable one.’’ 

Last November, the U.N. food and ag-
riculture organization released its 2003 
report on hunger. It found that after 
falling steadily during the 1990s, hun-
ger is again on the rise. In the devel-
oping world, the number of malnour-
ished people grew by an average of 4.5 
million a year for the past 3 years. The 
report also found that hunger exacer-
bates the AIDS crisis, drives rural peo-
ple into the cities, and forces women 
and children to trade sex for food and 
money. 

But we can help break that cycle. We 
have learned from projects carried out 
around the world that school feeding 
programs are one of the most effective 
strategies to combat hunger and pov-
erty and convince poor families to send 
their children to school. When pro-
grams are offered, enrollment and at-
tendance rates increase significantly, 
particularly for girls. Instead of work-
ing or searching for food to combat 
hunger, children have the chance to go 
to school. Providing food at school is a 
simple, but effective, means to improve 
literacy and help poor children break 
out of poverty. 

With the support of President Clin-
ton and Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman, the McGovern-Dole program 
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began as a $300 million pilot program 
in 2001, providing nutritious meals in 
school settings to nearly 7 million chil-
dren in 38 countries. 

b 2000 

Wheat from Illinois, Minnesota, and 
Oregon went to feed children at schools 
in Bolivia and Lebanon. Corn, milk, 
and soybeans from farmers in Kansas 
and Wisconsin fed children in Nica-
ragua and Guatemala. Lentils from 
Idaho and Washington helped children 
return to school in Afghanistan. Beans 
from Colorado, rice from Texas and 
Louisiana, cooking oil from Florida 
and Tennessee, the bounty of Amer-
ica’s farmers found its way to children 
attending humble schools around the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, global hunger, igno-
rance, and poverty are threats to our 
national security, and they are threats 
to our national spirit. How can our 
world be secure if hunger drives des-
perate people to ideological extremes? 
I firmly believe the McGovern-Dole 
program serves our national interests 
by attacking the breeding grounds of 
terrorism: hunger, poverty, ignorance, 
and despair, while at the same time en-
suring that children receive meals in 
settings where they receive a quality 
education, not hate-filled indoctrina-
tion. At the end of the day, it will be 
programs like McGovern-Dole that ul-
timately triumph over poverty and ter-
ror. 

S. Con. Resolution 114 commends the 
important role these programs play in 
the fight against hunger and in pro-
moting basic education. It supports the 
expansion of the McGovern-Dole pro-
gram and urges the President to work 
with the U.N. and other nations to in-
crease international support for school 
feeding programs. By expanding the 
McGovern-Dole program, we can reach 
even more school-age children. We can 
help stabilize communities devastated 
by HIV/AIDS, and we can help devel-
oping nations achieve self-sufficiency 
and prosperity. 

Mr. Speaker, international school 
feeding programs work. I commend this 
bill to my colleagues, and I urge them 
to support it. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for yielding me this time. 

I want to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, the Ranking Member of the Inter-
national Relations Committee Mr. LANTOS, for 
yielding me time. And I especially want to 
thank Chairman HYDE and Ranking Member 
LANTOS for their leadership and commitment to 
ending hunger and for their support of U.S. 
food aid programs. It was through their bipar-
tisan leadership that the George McGovern- 
Robert Dole International Food for Education 
and Child Nutrition Program came to be estab-
lished in the farm bill reauthorization. 

Over the past few years, I have learned a 
great deal about global child hunger from my 
House colleagues; from former Senators 
George McGovern and Bob Dole; from our 
hard-working officers at USDA and USAID; 
from the staff of the UN World Food Program; 
and from the many organizations that carry 

out US-funded school feeding and develop-
ment projects around the world—groups like 
Catholic Relief Services, World Vision, Save 
the Children, CARE, Land O’ Lakes, Counter-
part International, and Mercy Corps, to name 
but a few. 

I now know there are more than 800 million 
people around the world for whom chronic 
hunger is a way of life, and too often, a way 
of death. Over 300 million of these people are 
children, and over half of these children do not 
attend school, mainly the girls. 

Every year, 6 million children in our world 
die of hunger-related causes. As David Beck-
mann, president of Bread for the World, has 
stated so eloquently: ‘‘Even one child starving 
to death is a tragedy. Six million is a global 
catastrophe—and a preventable one.’’ 

Last November, the UN Food and Agri-
culture Organization released its 2003 report 
on hunger. It found that after falling steadily 
during the 1990s, hunger is again on the rise. 
In the developing world, the number of mal-
nourished people grew by an average of 4.5 
million a year for the past three years. The re-
port also found that hunger exacerbates the 
AIDS crisis, drives rural people into the cities, 
and forces women and children to trade sex 
for food and money. 

But we can help break that cycle. We have 
learned from projects carried out around the 
world that school feeding programs are one of 
the most effective strategies to combat hunger 
and poverty, and convince poor families to 
send their children to school. When programs 
are offered, enrollment and attendance rates 
increase significantly, particularly for girls. In-
stead of working or searching for food to com-
bat hunger, children have the chance to go to 
school. Providing food at school is a simple 
but effective means to improve literacy and 
help poor children break out of poverty. 

With the support of President Clinton and 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, the 
McGovern-Dole program began as a $300 mil-
lion pilot program in 2001, providing nutritious 
meals in school settings to nearly 7 million 
children in 38 countries. Wheat from Illinois, 
Minnesota, and Oregon went to feed children 
at schools in Bolivia and Lebanon. Corn, milk 
and soy beans from farmers in Kansas and 
Wisconsin fed children in Nicaragua and Gua-
temala. Lentils from Idaho and Washington 
helped children return to school in Afghani-
stan. Beans from Colorado, rice from Texas 
and Louisiana, cooking oil from Florida and 
Tennessee—the bounty of America’s farmers 
found its way to children attending humble 
schools around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, global hunger, ignorance and 
poverty are threats to our national security, 
and they are threats to our national spirit. How 
can our world be secure if hunger drives des-
perate people to ideological extremes? I firmly 
believe the McGovern-Dole program serves 
our national security interests by attacking the 
breeding grounds of terrorism—hunger, pov-
erty, ignorance and despair—while at the 
same time ensuring that children receive 
meals in settings where they receive a quality 
education, not hate-filled indoctrination. At the 
end of the day, it will be programs like McGov-
ern-Dole that ultimately triumph over poverty 
and terror. 

S. Con. Res. 114 commends the important 
role these programs play in the fight against 
hunger and in promoting basic education. It 
supports the expansion of the McGovern-Dole 

program, and urges the president to work with 
the UN and other nations to increase inter-
national support for school feeding programs. 

By expanding the McGovern-Dole program 
we can reach even more school-age children; 
we can help stabilize communities devastated 
by HIV/AIDS; and we can help developing na-
tions achieve self-sufficiency and prosperity. 

Mr. Speaker, many individuals and organi-
zations deserve mention for the role they 
played in launching the Global Food for Edu-
cation Initiative (GFEI) pilot program and for 
establishing the George McGovern-Robert 
Dole International Food for Education and 
Child Nutrition Program. First and foremost 
are the two gentlemen who are the name-
sakes of this program, former Senators 
McGovern and Dole. They have dedicated 
their lives to ending hunger and continue to be 
an inspiration to me and all my congressional 
colleagues on these issues. Another leader in 
this effort is former Secretary of Agriculture 
Dan Glickman, who had seen first hand the 
benefits of basic school feeding programs 
funded through USDA under its 416(b) Com-
modity Credit Corporation commodity surplus 
program. He knew these programs needed to 
expand and reach even more children, 
schools and communities, and he embraced 
the vision presented to him by Senators 
McGovern, Dole and myself. Secretary Glick-
man helped to organize a meeting at the 
White House with the President and his for-
eign policy and national security staff, as well 
as representatives from USAID and USDA. I 
remember President Clinton, upon conclusion 
of the formal presentation of the plan for ex-
panded school feeding programs, looking up 
and saying, ‘‘This is a simple concept that 
could have a great impact. Let’s make it hap-
pen.’’ And that is how the White House came 
to launch the $300 million pilot program just a 
few months later. 

The GFEI pilot program was actually imple-
mented under the Bush Administration and 
Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman. I 
would be remiss in my remarks should I fail in 
offering my praise to Mary Chambliss, Deputy 
Administrator of USDA’s Foreign Agricultural 
Service/Export Credit Department. She and 
her staff took the description of an initiative 
formally announced by President Clinton at 
the July 2000 G–8 Summit in Okinawa, Japan, 
and turned it into a living and breathing reality, 
one which has benefited more than 7 million 
children world-wide. 

Many Members of Congress in this House 
and in the other body have been true leaders 
in helping to build a genuinely broad, bipar-
tisan coalition in support of the McGovern- 
Dole program. In particular, I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to Representatives JO 
ANN EMERSON, MARCY KAPTUR, DOUG BEREU-
TER, JIM LEACH, DON MANZULLO, GEORGE 
NETHERCUTT, LEONARD BOSWELL, TIM JOHNSON 
and MARK GREEN, who along with former 
Members of Congress Tony Hall, John Thune 
and Eva Clayton, were the original cosponsors 
of legislation to create the McGovern-Dole 
school feeding program. In the other body, 
leadership was provided by Senators, DICK 
DURBIN, RICHARD LUGAR, PATRICK LEAHY, MIKE 
DEWINE, TOM HARKIN, TOM DASCHLE, BYRON 
DORGAN, EDWARD KENNEDY and HERBERT 
KOHL. 

Since the establishment of the McGovern- 
Dole program, especially in efforts to increase 
funding to maintain and establish these global 
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school feeding programs, additional Members 
of Congress have stepped forward and taken 
leadership roles, including Representatives 
FRANK WOLF and TOM LANTOS and Senators 
PAT ROBERTS, SAM BROWNBACK, ELIZABETH 
DOLE, and HILLARY CLINTON. 

Mr. Speaker, the McGovern-Dole program 
and the initial pilot program would not have 
been successful were it not for the dedication 
and experience of the U.S. private voluntary 
organizations that implement these programs 
around the world—many of which I noted ear-
lier in my remarks—and the United Nations 
World Food Program. My staff and I have vis-
ited several of these programs in Indonesia, 
Colombia and elsewhere, and we all owe 
them our gratitude and admiration for their 
work. 

In addition, I would like to thank several 
other groups that helped me understand the 
needs and requirements of high-quality school 
feeding programs and how such programs 
might effectively reduce hunger among the 
world’s children and attract them to enrolling 
and staying in school. These organizations in-
clude Friends of the World Food Program, 
Bread for the World, and Food Aid Coalition, 
Land O’Lakes, the American Soybean Asso-
ciation, the National Farmers Union, the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Association, and the Amer-
ican School Food Service Association. 

No individual program can end hunger, not 
here at home and certainly not around the 
world. But I believe that it is possible to end 
hunger, especially hunger among children, if 
we simply have the political will to make it 
happen. The McGovern-Dole school feeding 
program and other U.S.-funded school feeding 
and food security programs are vital compo-
nents in this effort, and I am grateful to be part 
of the bipartisan congressional coalition in 
support of these programs. 

Mr. Speaker, international school feeding 
programs work. I commend this bill to my col-
leagues and I urge them to vote in support of 
S. Con. Res. 114. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), who 
has been a fighter for children across 
the globe during her distinguished ca-
reer here in this body. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the eloquent gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) for yielding me 
this time and thank him for his great 
work on this and so many other issues, 
including humanitarian concerns 
around our globe. Also to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Chairman HYDE) 
and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Chairman SMITH), who is with us here 
tonight, for moving this legislation, 
and to the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN), who has been 
such a faithful leader as well. It is a 
joy to be with them. 

Mr. Speaker, I will share a story 
about the idea that anchors this pro-
gram and how it originally started. In 
February of 2000, I had the pleasure of 
visiting with Senator George McGov-
ern while he served as U.S. Ambassador 
to the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion in Rome. At that time he shared 
with me an editorial that he had writ-
ten that he was hoping would get pub-
lished in the Washington Post at the 
end of that month, and it was. 

Referring to our own school lunch 
program here in our country, he asked 
a simple but provocative question, this 
man of the world and a decorated fight-
er pilot from World War II. He said, 
‘‘Why not provide a similar modest 
meal every day for every needy child in 
the world?’’ He was thinking big, as he 
always thought big, and he knew that 
hunger and poverty was at the root of 
desperation, that it is at the root of 
what makes young people susceptible 
to the siren cry of all that is horrible, 
including terrorism. And he knew this 
before 9–11 because he had worked on it 
throughout his career, from his days as 
director of the Food for Peace Program 
through his days in the Senate and to 
this very moment as one of the world’s 
most eloquent proponents on behalf of 
people who ask only for a fair chance 
at a decent life. 

We came back to Washington, and 
when Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman was Secretary and Under 
Secretary for Farm and International 
Agricultural Programs was Gus 
Schumacher, we were able to move leg-
islation through the administration 
and this House as part of the fiscal 2001 
appropriation bill to support the begin-
nings of this program. Later that sum-
mer, President Clinton announced the 
creation of the program, encouraging 
other nations to join with us; and this 
all culminated in the McGovern-Dole 
Global Food Program, established as 
one of the greatest accomplishments of 
the 2002 Farm bill. 

We started with $300 million, but un-
fortunately that declined every year, 
bottoming out in the current fiscal 
year of $56 million. The bill that we 
had on the floor yesterday raised it to 
a level of $75 million but serving only a 
fraction of the need that Senator 
McGovern had originally imagined; 
that well over $1 billion, we spend all of 
that on weapons, but here is food. Just 
imagine if we could put food in schools 
that would counter the madrassas in 
some of the most troubled parts of the 
world, what a difference we could 
make. 

So I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues tonight to commend the gen-
tlemen for bringing this wonderful bill 
to the floor to recognize the McGovern- 
Dole Global Food Program and to pro-
vide the kind of funding and support 
for it that could affect the lives of lit-
erally millions and millions of the 
young people of the Earth who will be 
our leaders of the future. 

So as Senator McGovern said in his 
original editorial, there is no more use-
ful task in the modern world than feed-
ing the children on whom the future 
depends, and it is the right thing to do. 

I include the following material for 
the RECORD: 

[From the Washington Post Web site, Feb. 
27, 2000] 

TOO MANY CHILDREN ARE HUNGRY. TIME FOR 
LUNCH 

(By George McGovern) 
ROME.—On a recent fact-finding trip 

through Africa that took me to some of the 

most painfully destitute areas of the planet, 
I visited villages where conditions were 
heartbreaking: overcrowded shacks, no water 
safe to drink, no medical care, primitive ag-
riculture, emaciated women and children. 
What touched my soul most deeply was one 
village school. Hungry youngsters yawned or 
stared vacantly, seemingly unable to con-
centrate on anything other than their empty 
stomachs. During recess, there was no child-
ish laughter, no running or playing—only the 
same lethargy and weariness that pervaded 
the classroom. 

The saddest part of that scene was its ter-
rible familiarity. In the 40 years that I have 
observed food assistance programs, I have 
seen similar poverty in Asia and Latin 
America. Conditions are nearly as bad in 
parts of Russia and the Balkans. There are 
now an estimated 790 million chronically 
hungry people in the world, of whom 300 mil-
lion are school-age or younger. Most of them 
live in Africa and Asia. 

We in the United States can do something 
about it. We can emulate one of the most 
beneficial programs ever launched on behalf 
of children—the U.S. school lunch program. 
For the past 22 years—through legislation I 
cosponsored with former senator Robert 
Dole—America has provided a nutritious 
meal to almost any student who can’t afford 
one; currently, about 27 million children are 
fed every day. By any reasonable criteria, 
this program has been a smashing success. It 
attracts children to school and keeps them 
there under conditions in which they are 
able to learn and grow. 

Why not provide a similar modest meal 
every day for every needy child in the world? 
Could not such a program of health, healing 
and hope be the centerpiece of the current 
U.N. commitment to cut world hunger in 
half by the year 2015? 

The U.N. World Food Program already has 
launched some efforts in this direction. After 
considerable discussion with some of the 
world’s experts in nutrition and food assist-
ance, I have concluded that it would be both 
practical and right for the United States, 
within the U.N. framework, to take the lead 
in organizing a worldwide school lunch pro-
gram. 

There is precedent for success in this ap-
proach. In 1961, shortly after President John 
F. Kennedy named me the first director of 
U.S. Food for Peace, I received a telephone 
call from a dean at the University of Geor-
gia. He told me that in his judgment, the fed-
eral school lunch program had done more to 
advance the development of the South than 
any other federal program. He pointed out 
that malnourished children seldom make 
good strudents—it’s difficult to concentrate 
on reading, writing and arithmetic when you 
are hungry. He concluded: ‘‘If I had to pre-
serve one federal program above all others, I 
would choose the school lunch program.’’ 
And he urged me to draw on its example in 
extending Food for Peace help to our fellow 
humans abroad. 

I soon found a place to experiment with 
the dean’s conviction—the poverty stricken 
Puno area of Peru. Puno had an illiteracy 
rate of 90 percent—unsurprising, since nine 
out of 10 students dropped out of school by 
the sixth grade. Even those brief years of 
education were blighted by malnutrition, 
lethargy and dulled minds. 

With the cooperation of a remarkable 
priest, the Rev. John McClellan of the 
Maryknoll Fathers, I launched a school 
lunch program in Puno in October 1961. The 
United States made the food available, and 
the Maryknoll Fathers—with the help of 
local parents—prepared and served it. The 
government of Prime Minister Pedro Beltran 
built kitchens and dining halls and assisted 
with distribution. Forty-five Peace Corps 
workers contributed to the effort. 
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We began by feeding 30,000 children. Within 

six months, school attendance had increased 
40 percent and academic performance had 
improved by 50 percent. That kind of success 
inspired expansion: By 1965, Peru was feeding 
more than 1 million schoolchildren a day. 

And it wasn’t just happening in Peru. 
Three years after the first program was 
launched in Puno, Food for Peace was pro-
viding 12 million children in Latin America 
with meals. Today, with local governments 
carrying most of the cost, the figure has 
more than doubled. 

It is difficult to locate an informed person 
in Latin America who doesn’t sing the 
praises of the school lunch program. Study 
after study shows that a higher percentage 
of children attend school and remain 
through graduation when lunch is provided. 
Academic performance improves. Children 
are not only smarter but stronger. 

And there is another benefit in an over-
crowded world: As a society’s educational 
level rises—especially among girls—the 
birthrate goes down. Education is the surest 
foundation for responsible family planning. 

Some may ask: Can the United States, 
even with the help of other nations, afford 
all this? What will it cost American tax-
payers? These are legitimate questions, and 
they deserve thoughtful answers. 

Having studied a number of cost analyses, 
I believe that we could launch a start-up pro-
gram, providing lunches to millions of hun-
gry schoolchildren not now being fed, for 
about $3 billion a year. This would expand 
some existing U.N. and local programs, and 
would include a three-tiered price system 
similar to the one in the United States: De-
pending on what their families can afford, 
students pay all, part or none of the cost of 
their meal. That $3 billion would be provided 
in the same way as funding for most inter-
national relief programs—with 25 percent 
paid by the United States, and the rest by 
other donor nations. 

In addition, I would recommend that the 
United Nations copy another wonderfully 
successful American program—the supple-
mentary feeding program for pregnant and 
nursing women and their children below the 
age of 5, known as WIC. It is in these early 
years that a child is most likely to be 
scarred and handicapped for life by malnutri-
tion. I estimate that a serious attempt at be-
ginning a worldwide WIC program would cost 
close to $1 billion a year, with the United 
States again paying 25 percent. 

For both programs, therefore, the initial 
cost to American taxpayers would be about 
$1 billion a year. Over the subsequent years, 
the programs would grow in scope—and pre-
sumably in cost. 

But the United States would benefit, too. 
First, since most of the U.S. contribution 
would be in the form of agricultural com-
modities, the market for cereal grain, dairy 
products and livestock would be strength-
ened. Second, since U.S. law requires that at 
least half of all foreign assistance must be 
carried in American ships, our Merchant Ma-
rine would benefit materially—as would the 
trucks and trains carrying the commodities 
to ports for shipment. 

Over the past year, I have talked with 
ranchers and farmers in my home state, 
South Dakota, and in Montana who tell me 
they can’t hold on for more than another 
year or two unless there is some relief from 
price-depressing surpluses. Ironically, it is 
the efficiency and productivity of American 
farmers, the best in the world, that breeds 
the low prices now threatening to put them 
out of business. It would be a happier irony 
if feeding hungry children became the means 
of helping to save American farmers, ranch-
ers and dairymen. 

Other farm surplus countries such as 
France, Canada and Australia would experi-
ence similar benefits. 

We now that the emergency demands of 
World Wars I and II greatly stimulated the 
farm and industrial economies of the United 
States. The cost of these gigantic wars was 
enormous—vastly larger than what is pro-
posed here for a war against hunger. But 
they greatly enriched the American econ-
omy. We could expect proportionate benefits 
from a school lunch program. 

More than half a century ago, I flew 35 
missions as a bomber pilot, operating from a 
base in Cerignola, Italy. I never doubted the 
soundness of our cause in helping to smash 
Hitler’s terrible war machine. But I’m espe-
cially proud of my final mission: At the end 
of the war, we filled our bombers with un-
used military rations and flew them to the 
devastated cities of Europe. I will never for-
get the grateful people, some of them our re-
cent enemies, waiting eagerly to receive and 
distribute the boxes of surplus food. I imag-
ined some of these same people taking cover 
from our bombs only a short time earlier, 
now looking into the skies for hope and de-
liverance. 

That postwar food delivery was practical: 
There would have been no point in hauling 
unused C-rations back to the United States. 
It was effective: We fed people who might 
have starved, and we began the process of re-
building war-torn Europe. Most of all, it was 
the right thing to do. 

For the same reasons, we should enlist 
today in the effort to provide a daily meal to 
every needy student around the world. Hav-
ing returned to Italy after so many years, I 
believe that my mission again is practical: 
Americans produce more food than we can 
eat or profitably sell. It can be effective: 
There is no more useful task in the modern 
world than feeding the children on whom its 
future depends. And it is the right thing to 
do. 

George McGovern is the U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture in Rome. His book, ‘‘Ending 
World Hunger in Our Time,’’ will be pub-
lished this fall by Simon & Schuster. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS), who 
is always in the forefront of all human-
itarian endeavors. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman from 
California for yielding me this time. 

I rise in strong support of H. Con. 
Res. 422, concerning the importance of 
the distribution of food in schools to 
hungry or malnourished children 
around the world. This bill is a step 
forward in giving hope to many hungry 
and malnourished children around the 
world. 

There are more than 300 million 
chronically hungry and malnourished 
children around the world, and more 
than half of them go to school on an 
empty stomach. Distribution of food in 
schools is one of the simplest and most 
effective ways to fight hunger and 
malnourishment among children. 

Providing school meals to hungry or 
malnourished children increases and 
encourages attendance rates signifi-
cantly, especially for girls. In devel-
oping countries, illiterate girls often 
marry as early as 11 years old and be-
fore the age of 18 may have as many as 
seven children. Studies have shown 

that girls who attend schools tend to 
marry later in life, practice greater re-
straint in spacing births, and have an 
average of 50 percent fewer children. 

In a study by the International Food 
Policy Research Institute, it found 
that 44 percent of the reduction in 
child malnutrition between 1970 and 
1995 was attributed to an increase in 
women’s education, which shows what 
we all know: Education is one of the 
major keys in fighting poverty. So 
when we supply meals to school chil-
dren, not only do we reduce illiteracy 
but we also help fight poverty. 

I simply rise in strong support. I 
commend the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for his intro-
duction of this legislation. 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, S. Con. Res. 
114, sponsored by my good friend and col-
league from Massachusetts, JIM MCGOVERN, 
calls to attention one of America’s most impor-
tant humanitarian missions—alleviating the 
suffering of the world’s starving children. Hun-
ger claims more lives worldwide than HIV and 
AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis combined; a 
tragedy. 

Critical to feeding starving children is the 
McGovern-Dole International Food and Edu-
cation and Child Nutrition Program, which pro-
vides hungry children around the world at 
least one nutritious meal each day in a school 
setting. This program has proven effective at 
reducing child hunger, increasing academic at-
tendance and performance, and strengthening 
community commitment to education. 

The McGovern-Dole program currently 
feeds two million children a year. That’s two 
million children who will attend school. Two 
million children who will not have to suffer 
through an afternoon of stomach pain from too 
little nutrition. Two million children who will 
grow up knowing that America cares, that 
America is willing to help those most in need. 
Today, more than ever, it is vital that individ-
uals living in impoverish areas across the 
world look to the United States as an ally, and 
more than that, a partner. 

For these reasons, I am encouraged to see 
that the Agriculture Appropriations bill for the 
upcoming fiscal year, that the House over-
whelmingly passed yesterday, included a $25 
million increase for the McGovern-Dole pro-
gram. Chairman HENRY BONILLA of the Agri-
culture Appropriations Subcommittee, of which 
I am a member, demonstrated his compassion 
for the world’s malnourished children by sup-
porting the President’s proposed increase for 
this program. This increase will make a signifi-
cant difference. 

This resolution is right on target: A humani-
tarian crisis exists in the world and the 
McGovern-Dole program is part of the solu-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support this 
meaningful resolution. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida). The 
question is on the motion offered by 
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the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate concur-
rent resolution, S. Con. Res. 114. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 1587, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REAFFIRMING UNWAVERING COM-
MITMENT TO TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 462) reaffirming unwaver-
ing commitment to the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 462 

Whereas April 10, 2004, marked the 25th an-
niversary of the enactment of the Taiwan 
Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.), codi-
fying in law the basis for continued commer-
cial, cultural, and other relations between 
the United States and Taiwan; 

Whereas it is and will continue to be 
United States policy to further encourage 
and expand these extensive commercial, cul-
tural, and other relations between the people 
of the United States and the people of Tai-
wan during the next quarter century; 

Whereas since its enactment in 1979 the 
Taiwan Relations Act has been instrumental 
in maintaining peace, security, and stability 
in the Taiwan Strait; 

Whereas when the Taiwan Relations Act 
was enacted, it affirmed that the decision of 
the United States to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the People’s Republic of China 
was based on the expectation that the future 
of Taiwan would be determined by peaceful 
means; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China refuses to renounce the 
use of force against Taiwan; 

Whereas the Department of Defense report 
entitled ‘‘Annual Report on the Military 
Power of the People’s Republic of China,’’ 
dated July 30, 2003, documents that the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China is 
seeking coercive military options to resolve 
the Taiwan issue and, as of the date of the 
report, has deployed approximately 450 
short-range ballistic missiles against Taiwan 
and is adding 75 missiles per year to this ar-
senal; 

Whereas the escalating arms buildup of 
missiles and other offensive weapons by the 

People’s Republic of China in areas adjacent 
to the Taiwan Strait is a threat to the peace 
and security of the Western Pacific area; 

Whereas section 3 of the Taiwan Relations 
Act (22 U.S.C. 3302) requires that the United 
States Government will make available de-
fense articles and defense services in such 
quantity as may be necessary to enable Tai-
wan to maintain a sufficient self-defense ca-
pability; 

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act requires 
the United States to maintain the capacity 
to resist any resort to force or other forms of 
coercion that would jeopardize the security, 
or the social or economic system, of the peo-
ple of Taiwan; 

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act affirms 
the preservation and enhancement of the 
human rights of the people of Taiwan as an 
objective of the United States; 

Whereas Taiwan serves as a model of demo-
cratic reform for the People’s Republic of 
China; 

Whereas Taiwan’s 1996 election was the 
first time in five millennia of recorded Chi-
nese history that a democratically elected 
president took office; 

Whereas Taiwan’s democracy has deepened 
with a peaceful transfer of power from one 
political party to another after the presi-
dential election of 2000; 

Whereas the relationship between the 
United States and Taiwan has deepened with 
Taiwan’s evolution into a full-fledged, multi- 
party democracy that respects human rights 
and civil liberties; 

Whereas high-level visits between govern-
ment officials of the United States and Tai-
wan are not inconsistent with the ‘‘one 
China policy’’; and 

Whereas any attempt to determine Tai-
wan’s future by other than peaceful means 
and other than with the express consent of 
the people of Taiwan would be considered of 
grave concern to the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That— 

(1) Congress reaffirms its unwavering com-
mitment to the Taiwan Relations Act (22 
U.S.C. 3301 et seq.) as the cornerstone of 
United States relations with Taiwan; 

(2) the military modernization and weap-
ons procurement program of the People’s Re-
public of China is a matter of grave concern, 
and particularly the current deployment of 
approximately 500 missiles directed toward 
Taiwan; 

(3) the President should direct all appro-
priate United States Government officials to 
raise these grave concerns regarding mili-
tary threats to Taiwan with officials of the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China; 

(4) the President and Congress should de-
termine whether the escalating arms build-
up, including deployment of offensive weap-
onry and missiles in areas adjacent to the 
Taiwan Strait, requires that additional de-
fense articles and services be made available 
to Taiwan, and the United States Govern-
ment should encourage the leadership of Tai-
wan to devote sufficient financial resources 
to the defense of their island; 

(5) as recommended by the U.S.-China Eco-
nomic and Security Review Commission, the 
Department of Defense should provide a com-
prehensive report on the nature and scope of 
military sales by the Russian Federation to 
the People’s Republic of China to the Com-
mittees on International Relations and 
Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and Committees on Foreign Relations 
and Armed Services of the Senate; 

(6) the President should encourage further 
dialogue between democratic Taiwan and the 
People’s Republic of China; and 

(7) the United States Government should 
not discourage current officials of the Tai-
wan Government from visiting the United 
States on the basis that doing so would vio-
late the ‘‘one China policy’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, is either 
gentleman opposed to the bill? 

Mr. LANTOS. No, Mr. Speaker. I am 
strongly in support of this legislation. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I seek time 
in opposition. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) will con-
trol 20 minutes in opposition. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH). 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
my time be equally divided with the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Con. Res. 462, a resolution re-
affirming the unwavering support of 
the Congress for the Taiwan Relations 
Act. This year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the enactment of the Taiwan 
Relations Act, one of Congress’ most 
important and enduring pieces of legis-
lation. Over the past quarter century, 
the Act has served as the foundation of 
the United States’ relationship with 
the people of Taiwan and has ensured 
the island’s security. On this anniver-
sary, it is fitting and appropriate for 
the Congress to review the cross-strait 
issue and reassess the needs of our 
friends in Taiwan. 

In contrast to many other pieces of 
25-year-old legislation, the Taiwan Re-
lations Act has exceeded expectations. 
The Act has allowed the United States 
to maintain its close ties with the peo-
ple of Taiwan while actively engaging 
Asia’s rising power, the People’s Re-
public of China, on a myriad of fronts, 
including human rights. In doing so, 
the measure has been important to the 
maintenance of peace and stability 
across the Taiwan Strait and through-
out the entire Western Pacific region. 

The Taiwan Relations Act has also 
played an indirect role in promoting 
democracy in Taiwan by providing the 
conditions of external security that 
have allowed the people of Taiwan to 
focus on internal reform and democra-
tization. 

In the years since Congress passed 
the Taiwan Relations Act in 1979, Tai-
wan has developed into a lively and 
successful democracy, a tribute to the 
courage and determination of the is-
land’s remarkable people. The 1996 
presidential election in Taiwan was the 
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