United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 08 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 150

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2004

No. 97

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MILLER of Florida).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 14, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF MIL-
LER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Danny Cochran, Pas-
tor, Holly Creek Baptist Church,
Chatsworth, Georgia, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Heavenly Father, since the beginning
of our Nation its leaders and people
have called upon You seeking guidance,
protection and blessings. You have
heard those prayers and blessed this
great Nation in ways that defy descrip-
tion. The Psalmist wrote, ‘‘Blessed is
the nation whose God is the Lord.”
This Nation has truly experienced the
reality of those words. We humbly
thank You for the freedom and many
other blessings that we enjoy.

Today, we turn to You again. The la-
dies and gentlemen of this House of
Representatives will make decisions
that will affect multitudes of people
for many years to come. We pray that
You will give them insight and wisdom
as they deliberate these important
issues. Help them to choose what is
right and good.

We pray Your continued blessings
upon this Nation, its people, President,
and those who protect her freedom.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Secretary requests the return
to the Senate of (H.R. 1303) entitled
“An Act to amend E-Government Act
of 2002 with respect to rulemaking au-
thority of the Judicial Conference.”’, in
compliance with a request of the Sen-
ate for the return thereof.

——————

THE REVEREND DANNY COCHRAN

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of my colleague, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL).
He has asked me, in his absence, to ex-
tend a warm welcome to Reverend
Danny Cochran. It is a pleasure to have
him join us today as our guest chap-
lain.

Reverend Cochran has served the peo-
ple of the 10th District of Georgia for
nearly 20 years. He is currently the

Pastor of Holly Creek Baptist Church
in Chatsworth, Georgia. Reverend
Cochran received undergraduate de-
grees from Liberty University and Lu-
ther Rice Seminary and a Master of
Arts and Religion from Liberty Baptist
Theological Seminary. He is currently
pursuing a Doctorate of Ministry.

While he has continually served
those in his community through pro-
grams such as Big Brothers of America
and the ‘‘HBEconomics of Staying in
School,” Reverend Cochran has ex-
tended his ministry beyond our coun-
try’s borders. He has traveled to the
Caribbean Islands, to Russia, to Roma-
nia and Honduras to bring aid to the
people of these countries.

It is an honor to have him offer this
morning’s prayer. Reverend Cochran,
we appreciate your service not only to
the citizens of the 10th District of
Georgia but to all Georgians, including
those I represent in the 11th Congres-
sional District. On behalf of my col-
leagues here in the United States
House of Representatives, I thank you
for your Ministry to us here today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now entertain ten 1-minutes
per side.

————————

PRESIDENT BUSH PROTECTING
AMERICAN FAMILIES IN GLOBAL
WAR ON TERROR

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, despite the constant partisan
sniping that seeks to use the ups and
downs of war to political advantage,
President Bush was absolutely right to
end Saddam Hussein’s sadistic regime,
and he did it at the right time.
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After September 11, we can no longer
wait until threats fully materialize be-
fore we take action to protect Amer-
ican families.

We are truly winning the global war
on terror with coalition victories in
Iraq and Afghanistan, the dismantling
of Libya’s weapons programs, the kill-
ing of al Qaeda leaders in Saudi Arabia
and Algeria, and the capture of terror
cells in England, Spain, Turkey, Paki-
stan, and Jordan. Bin Laden terrorist
leader Abu Makki surrendered yester-
day in Saudi Arabia.

As President Bush said this week at
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
“Three years ago, the world was very
different. Terrorists planned attacks
with little fear of discovery or reck-
oning. Outlaw regimes supported ter-
rorists and defied the civilized world,
without shame and with few con-
sequences. The world changed on Sep-
tember the 11th, and since that day we
have changed the world. We are leading
a steady, confident, systematic cam-
paign against the dangers of our time.”

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

——————

NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE ON
MEDICARE BILL

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, the
world now knows that the Bush admin-
istration withheld reliable information
regarding the true cost of the Medicare
privatization bill they pushed through
this House in the middle of the night.

According to The New York Times
today, and I quote, ‘“‘New government
estimates suggest that employers will
reduce or eliminate prescription drug
benefits for 3.8 million retirees when
the Medicare bill becomes operable in
2006.”” That represents one-third of all
the retirees with employer-sponsored
drug coverage, according to documents
from the Department of Health and
Human Services.

We know how that bill passed in the
middle of the night, 6 o’clock in the
morning, after the vote was held open
for 3 hours, got the President out of
bed at 4 o’clock in the morning to twist
arms, and we have done this to Ameri-
cans, especially America’s retirees.

It reminds me of a verse from there
scriptures that says ‘“Men love dark-
ness rather than light because their
deeds are evil.”

PROTECTING MARRIAGE IS A
CRITICAL NATIONAL ISSUE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today the
Senate will vote on an issue of critical
national importance: marriage. The
issue is whether we will stand idly by
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as a few unelected judges redefine the
family for us or if we will take a stand
and say ‘‘enough is enough.”

The best home for kids is when their
biological parents, mom and dad, live
at home, are married, and are engaged
in the lives of their children. Unfortu-
nately, many claim this is an issue for
the States. Indeed, it is, if that is what
were happening, but it is not. Courts
are circumventing the States in order
to make this happen so that we will
never debate it, so that States will
never debate it, and the American peo-
ple will never debate it. That is just
how activists want it.

There is no way around it. We need
to amend the Constitution. The Fed-
eral marriage amendment is supported
by a very diverse coalition. Voting on
it is hardly politics as usual. It is the
least we can do to protect the stability
of our communities and the best future
for our children. The United States
Congress should vote for the marriage
protection amendment to the Constitu-
tion.

——————

PRESCRIPTION DRUG
IMPORTATION

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today’s
New York Times reports that almost 4
million senior citizens will lose their
employer drug coverage and prescrip-
tion drug coverage when the new Medi-
care law goes into effect in 2006. In
most cases, this will result in bene-
ficiaries getting worse drug coverage
than they had before this bill was
passed. My Republican colleagues sure
have a funny way of implementing re-
form over there.

In addition to not only 4 million
more seniors getting worse coverage
than originally planned, this bill will
cost the taxpayers $150 billion more
than Republicans originally said. If we
had taken the steps to deal with prices
originally in the Medicare bill, more
employers would be able to afford the
drug coverage they originally planned
and senior citizens and taxpayers
would save money.

Yesterday, the House affirmed for the
third time this session a bipartisan
support for prescription drug re-
importation. We have employers drop-
ping their drug coverage because they
can no longer afford rising drug prices.
We have a Medicare card that now
gives seniors higher prices and a lot
more confusion than buying drugs from
Canada and Europe, and we have a
Medicare bill not designed for seniors
in mind.

Instead of a philosophy of the cus-
tomer is always right, this bill says
that special interests are always right.

————
MEDICAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, there is
no higher priority for us than the re-
form of the medical justice system. It
costs the country $230 billion a year,
and right now we have never been clos-
er to getting this ball across the goal
line. We have passed the bill in this
House, and we have a President in of-
fice who has said he will sign this bill.
Our only problem is 400 feet away from
us, on the other side of the Capitol.

Mr. Speaker, we have also never been
further away. If we lose this election at
the Presidential level, it will be nu-
clear winter as far as any type of
meaningful medical liability reform in
this country for easily the next 4 or 8
years time.

And it is important, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause $230 billion is what it cost this
country in the medical justice system
in the year 2003. One-fifth of that went
to compensate patients for their actual
injuries, and one-fifth of it went to the
trial bar.

The impact of the medical liability
crisis is clear: Patients, doctors, and
hospitals are put in jeopardy while the
plaintiff bar continues to enrich itself.

———

FALSE POSITIVES ON THE
ECONOMIC FRONT

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, we
have heard a lot recently about the so-
called improving economy, but I want
to bring my colleagues’ attention on
both sides of the aisle to the fact that
90 percent of the new jobs created since
August of 2003 are in industries that
pay an average hourly wage that is less
than the national average, or that
many of these new jobs are part-time
or temporary.

So the President says, look, I have
only lost, with this upturn in the last
3 months, I have only lost 1.5 million
jobs. If Clinton ever came before us and
said that, we would all have booed him
out of here, and my Republican col-
leagues know it.

They have never mentioned that
since the tax cut took effect there are
actually 2.3 million fewer jobs than the
administration projected that would be
created by the enactment of its tax
cuts.

Merrill Lynch put it more aptly: The
number of millionaires jumped 14 per-
cent last year. There is a middle-class
squeeze. The Bush tax cuts, which in-
cluded a reduction in the top tax rate
as well as reductions in taxes on es-
tates, led the Wall Street Journal to
report: This helped bolster the fortunes
of the fortunate.

——————

MISUSE OF INTERNATIONAL
COURT OF JUSTICE

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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