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Shiite Muslims do not like that idea.
The Kurds do not like that idea. That
is not going to happen. What is going
to take the place of the American-ap-
pointed 25-member group of what most
Iraqgis think are American puppets, the
Iragi Governing Council, what is going
to take their place, particularly if the
Bush administration has three dif-
ferent favorites to lead the next gov-
ernment? What comes next? We have
got an arbitrary deadline set by the
President of June 30 to withdraw the
civilian authority, a date that seems
more based upon the upcoming election
than any ability of the Iraqi people to
actually conduct a self-government.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, is the
gentleman suggesting that there is no
exit strategy?

Mr. HOEFFEL. | could not have said
it better. There is clearly no exit strat-
egy. In fact, there are three different
strategies, if the Roll Call article is
correct, about who is supposed to lead
the next government, and all of this is
supposed to come to fruition by June
30.

Iraq Watch has to come to fruition in
5 minutes tonight. 1 want to give my
two colleagues an opportunity to make
any closing comments.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, |
would just like to say in that regard
that this is my 30th year in public serv-
ice. 1 have made friendships and con-
ducted business, legislative business,
and evolved personal relationships over
those 30 years with a great number of
individuals. | have particularly valued
those who are sometimes disparagingly
referred to as special interests or lob-
byists as if that is seen by many people
as a derogatory term or a term of deni-
gration. And | do not see it that way.
I want to make it clear in terms of my
expressed disappointment with regard
to this revelation about Mr. Woolsey;
and now | guess | am going to have to
wonder about everybody else too that |
have a conversation with, | am not try-
ing to keep people from making a liv-
ing.

Igt does not bother me any. As | say,
I have friends who lobby on behalf of
what are called special interests. We
all have special interests. We are a
multiplicity of special interests. One
has only to read the Federalist Papers
to understand that. In fact, it can be
seen as the bulwark of a democratic re-
public because we do have factions and
many interests competing with one an-
other for attention and for approba-
tion. There is no question about that.
The only question to be answered in
that is do we know that, do we know
who they are and what they are and
why they are and so on so we can dis-
cern what the difference is?

I have no problem with people who
are our friends, personal and otherwise,
making their positions known to me or
to anyone else in the Congress or any-
where else in public office. What both-
ers me is when positions are rep-
resented to us and we do not know that
someone, in fact, is a paid representa-
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tive, particularly on issues of war and
peace, life and death. The folks know
and the Speaker knows that | am a
member of the Committee on Armed
Services and those are the kinds of
things we vote on every day, and |
think every member there, regardless
of party, takes seriously, deadly seri-
ously, I might say without any sense of
irony attached to it, take seriously
their responsibility.

But we are dependent in the Congress
on getting good information. The
President of the United States is de-
pendent upon getting good information
and making solid judgments based on
that information. Anybody who fails to
give the best possible information with
the fullest knowledge behind it and the
resources is undermining the Constitu-
tion of the United States and failing
their responsibilities as a citizen. In
this regard, then, | feel ill used in this
process by Mr. Woolsey, and | feel very
definitely that the press and the Con-
gress need to make inquiries of every-
body who comes before us presenting
that information and perspective to us
upon which we have to act in matters
of life and death. Everybody has to
have the fullest inquiry made of them
as to what their sources of income are
and what their sources of information
are, whether they are tainted.

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, if | can
add to the gentleman’s comments, spe-
cifically about what appeared to be the
distortions of information in Iraqg. | am
not speaking of Mr. Woolsey. I am
speaking of the Iragi Governing Coun-
cil representatives, Mr. Chalabi and
others. I do not want to see them ben-
efit any more than they already have
from their relationships if they have
misled this country and this govern-
ment, and | hope that Congress can fig-
ure out a way to deny those individ-
uals, if we can show they intentionally
misled us, from any further contract
with the U.S. Government, benefit
from the U.S. Government, promotion
by the U.S. Government. If we have
been intentionally misled, if we had
gone to war in part under their false
comments and under false pretenses,
and particularly, as | believe happened,
there have been additional American
deaths because of that faulty informa-
tion, we need to cut off those relation-
ships and prohibit any further financial
relationships with these malfeasors.

| yield to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. DELAHUNT).

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding. |
think what he is saying is what we
need is something that does not exist
here in Washington at this moment in
our history. And that is openness and
transparency and accountability, and
it is not happening. To think that, and
I do not know whether it was the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
HoOEFFEL) or the gentleman from Ha-
waii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) that men-
tioned it, they continued to benefit and
with an attitude that arrogance is not
a suitable adjective. It is far beyond ar-
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rogance. And it is time to lay every-
thing out on the table or the American
people will lose confidence, not only in
the President but in the Congress.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Can we con-
clude, Mr. Speaker, by saying that, at
least for the three of us | think | can
speak, there will be openness and
transparency and accountability on
this floor.

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my colleagues for their comments. Irag
Watch will be back next week.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Ms.
PELOsI) for today on account of travel
problems.

Mr. Ose (at the request of Mr.

DELAY) for today on account of family
reasons.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZzI0) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. OWENS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DAvis of lllinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. Meeks of New York, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. PAYNE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. CoORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. CARSON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,

today.

Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BURTON of Indiana) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. DEAL of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
February 25.

Mr. HENSARLING, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 25.

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, February
25.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and February 25.

Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today and
February 25.

Mr. KING of lowa, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 25.

Mr. KIRK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. NUSSLE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GILCHREST, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 25.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1786. An act to revise and extend the
Community Services Block Grant Act, the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of
1981, and the Assets for Independence Act; to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and the Committee
on Ways and Means for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 743. An act to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act and the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide additional safeguards for So-
cial Security and Supplemental Security In-
come beneficiaries with representative pay-
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ees, to enhance program protections, and for
other purposes.

——————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 523. An act to make technical correc-
tions to laws relating to Native Americans,
and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, | move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at midnight), the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday,
February 25, 2004, at 10 a.m.

A ——————

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the
fourth quarter of 2003 and the first quarter of 2004, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, HON. PHIL S. ENGLISH, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN DEC. 18 AND DEC. 21, 2003

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Hon. Phil S. ENGIISh ooveeeevecrivivcrennereccsesssniiines 12/18 12/21 GEMMANY ooooecvveeeverenneecsessssenieerennes 390.42 482.00 i 6,385.92 6,867.92
COMMIttee t0tal ....ovvvvvveecreccrcsciiirierrrreees v 390.42 482.00 oo 6,385.92 6,867.92

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

PHIL S. ENGLISH, Jan. 27, 2004.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, MR. AARON H. LEVY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 5 AND JAN. 10, 2004

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency? currency? currency 2
Aaron H. Levy 1/8 1710 UK 478 874.00 478.00 874.00
1/5 18 ISTB oo 4,871 1,092.00 oo s 472.00 106.89 5,343.00 1,198.00
Committee total ... v 2,072.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

AARON H. LEVY, Jan. 26, 2004.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2003

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
v partu currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency? currency? currency? currency 2

Hon. Bob Goodlatte .........ccooeemvveerveerrereiereris 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 (3) 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 () 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 () 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 (3) 461.00

Hon. Doug Ose 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 () 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 Q] 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 () 461.00

Hon. Tom 0SHOME ......oeveereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeee 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 (3) 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 () 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 (3) 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 Q] 461.00

Hon. Sam Graves ..........coo.oeeeeeevvererersesesesseesssnnns 12/11 12/13  Kuwait 804.00 (3) 804.00
12/14 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00

Hon. Dennis RENDETE .........cceeeeeeessrerseseeeeeeeeeeeee 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 () 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 (@] 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 () 461.00

Hon. Leonard Boswell ..........ccoooveveveeroerreereriesrennennes 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 () 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 () 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 @) 461.00

Hon. Randy Neugeb 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 (@] 666.00

12/16 12/18  Kuwait 804.00 () 804.00

12/18 12/19  ltaly 461.00 Q] 461.00

Laverne Hubert 12/13 12/14  Germany 241.00 () 241.00
12/14 12/16  Uzbekistan 666.00 @) 666.00
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