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Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 33 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

————
J 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 10 a.m.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Dr. Joseph W. Collins,
Pastor, Mount Carmel United Meth-
odist Church, Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, this Congress of the
United States represents the diversity
of our land from the Potomac to the
Pacific, from the Great Lakes to the
Rio Grande, from the Everglades to Mt.
McKinley, from the Rocky Mountains
to the Appalachian hills; yet we are
one Nation.

Almighty God, this Congress rep-
resents the diversity of our people from
Native American to each new immi-
grant, from those in poverty to those
living in prosperity, from the newborn
child to those in their 90s. We are one
Nation.

One Nation with a common heritage,
a heritage consecrated at Yorktown,
fought and died for on Gettysburg’s
fields, washed in blood on the beaches
of Normandy.

Almighty God, shower upon this Con-
gress Your wisdom and guidance.
Amidst our diversity help us to remem-
ber that we are one. We share a com-
mon heritage, the right to life and lib-
erty. Help this Congress to govern fair-
ly and effectively. May they seek to do
that which is worthy of Your blessing.
Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. ETHERIDGE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ETHERIDGE led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 410. Concurrent Resolution
recognizing the 25th anniversary of the adop-
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tion of the Constitution of the Republic of
the Marshall Islands and recognizing the
Marshall Islands as a staunch ally of the
United States, committed to principles of de-
mocracy and freedom for the Pacific region
and throughout the world.

WELCOMING DR. JOSEPH W.
COLLINS

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the guest
chaplain for today is Dr. Joe Collins;
and as the Speaker pointed out earlier,
Joe is presently the senior minister at
the Mt. Carmel Methodist Church in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, which
is in the gentleman from North Caro-
lina’s (Mr. BURR) district. But Dr. Col-
lins served for 8 years at the Central
United Methodist Church in Denton,
North Carolina, which is located in the
district that I am pleased to represent.

Dr. Collins is a graduate of the Duke
Divinity School and was awarded his
Doctor of Minister degree from Drew
University in New Jersey. Joe and his
wife, Lynne, are parents of three chil-
dren, and his son Garrett accompanies
him today.

Mr. Speaker, we are indeed pleased to
cordially welcome Dr. Collins to the
people’s House.

————
REPUBLICAN ATTACKS ON SEN-
ATOR JOHN EDWARDS ARE
WRONG
(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to defend the honor of my
State’s senior Senator. Last night on
this floor, Republican Members at-
tacked Senator JOHN EDWARDS over his
career as an attorney for ordinary peo-
ple who have been wronged. The critics
could not be more wrong.

Growing up in the small town of Rob-
bins, JOHN EDWARDS learned the values
of hard work and standing up for the
little guy. He used those values in his
profession as an outstanding legal
mind to fight for folks who would turn
to him as their last chance for justice.

In North Carolina, we know well that
JOHN EDWARDS earned a reputation as
the people’s lawyer. The Raleigh News
and Observer called him ‘‘an avenging
angel.”” The Charlotte Observer called
him a ‘“‘powerful advocate for average
North Carolinians. And the Wilmington
Morning Star said, ‘‘By background
and occupation, Mr. EDWARDS seems in-
clined to take up for people who work
hard and struggle against long odds.”
Others described him as a ‘‘soft-spoken
David who has done battle with the Go-
liaths’ on behalf of the little guy.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans are
wrong to attack JOHN EDWARDS. He has
earned an outstanding record for lead-
ership and service for the people of
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North Carolina. He will make a great
Vice President.

——
TRUE CONSERVATIVES SUPPORT
THE FEDERAL MARRIAGE
AMENDMENT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, full-page
ads across official Washington say it
all: “True conservatives oppose the
Federal Marriage Amendment.”’

Oh, really? As one of a handful of
Members of Congress with a 100 percent
rating from the American Conservative
Union, I think I can legitimately claim
that title, and I profoundly disagree
with the assertion in the ads.

In fact, true conservatives believe in
conserving, protecting, and defending
the foundational institutions of our so-
ciety and of Western Civilization. True
conservatives believe, as I do, that
marriage was ordained by God, estab-
lished by law, that it is the glue of the
American family and the safest harbor
to raise children. And true conserv-
atives also know that the only effec-
tive response to judicial activism at
the State and Federal level is a con-
stitutional amendment that defines
marriage as the union between a man
and a woman.

Do not believe what one reads, Mr.
Speaker. True conservatives support
the Federal Marriage Amendment.

———

CONGRATULATING HOUSTON,
TEXAS

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I just want to announce that
I believe JOHN EDWARDS will be an ex-
cellent Vice President, and certainly I
hope that those of us who adhere to the
Constitution will do what is right and
not amend it.

But I rise today to congratulate
Houston, Texas, because this evening
we will be the host of the All-Star
Game. I want to congratulate Drayton
McLane, and I want to congratulate
the Astros because we are a team that
loves America’s pastime; and, frankly,
I believe it will be an exciting evening
and afternoon of events, and we will
get the chance to see great outstanding
Americans play America’s most favor-
ite pastime.

We know these are difficult times,
but I think it is just appropriate to cel-
ebrate a city that is welcoming all
those who are coming to enjoy a won-
derful evening and see all the great All
Stars from all over the Nation.

And I also want to congratulate
Drayton McLane and the Astros for
their great charitable contributions to
our community: the Urban Initiatives
program of Major League Baseball that
encourages inner-city youth to play
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baseball, the new baseball field at Yel-
lowstone Park; and, of course, our Lit-
tle League’s Mr. Dwight Raiford, who
is in our town. Congratulations to Mr.
Drayton McLane and the Houston
Astros for hosting the All-Star Game.

——————

AMISH SHOW SHOULD BE
SCRAPPED

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, UPN is
making a new reality TV show about
the Amish. The very act of making this
show violates a fundamental Amish re-
ligious tenet, and paying a few Amish
teams to participate requires them to
break it.

See, the Amish believe that tele-
vision or photographs themselves vio-
late the Ten Commandments’ ban on
graven images. If one is selling a show
based on its participants’ religious
identity, should they not at least re-
spect the religious tenets of those par-
ticipants and their families?

One affiliate in Pennsylvania,
UPNTV15 in Harrisburg, has decided
not to air the program until it pre-
views its content. UPN15 has taken a
principled and courageous stand. Its re-
quest to prescreen the show will help
them ensure that the show’s content
does not offend its viewers. Other affili-
ates should follow suit, and advertisers
should think twice before attaching
their names to a show that potentially
degrades a minority religious commu-
nity.

This series would be offensive, ex-
ploitative, and inaccurately portray a
minority group. It should be cancelled.

——————

WE ARE NOT SAFER BECAUSE OF
WAR WITH IRAQ

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the
world and Iraq are better off without
that murderous despot Saddam Hussein
in power. But the unanimous report of
the Republican-led Senate Intelligence
Committee refutes the Bush adminis-
tration’s principal premise of the war
that Saddam Hussein had weapons of
mass destruction. They concluded he
did not, that he presented a danger.
They said the sanctions were working
and his military was degraded and rap-
idly disintegrating. No links to 9/11;
yet the President said seven times in 32
minutes the American people were
safer because of the war in Iraq.

He can say it, but it does not make it
s0. Osama bin Laden is still out there
plotting and planning. We are on
heightened alert. They say he is going
to attack anytime soon, but he has
given a bye for the last 2 years by the
Bush administration because of their
obsession with Iraq instead of those
who attacked us on 9/11.

We are not safer because of the war
in Iraq. We are in fact more at risk be-
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cause Saddam Hussein was not the real
threat. It was Osama bin Laden, who
has had the chance to regroup,
strengthen his forces, and plan new at-
tacks because the Bush administration
has not been adequately pursuing it.

———
MEDIA BIAS, PUTIN'S COMMON
SENSE
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, leave it to the former head of
the KGB to inject a little common
sense into the American political race,
and leave it to the partisan American
media to ignore it.

During the recent G-8 Summit in
Georgia, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said to a gathering news media:
“I am deeply convinced that President
Bush’s political adversaries have no
moral right to attack him over Iraq.” I
did not find this quote in the New York
Times or The Washington Post because
they refused to report it. I did not find
it broadcast on CBS, NBC, or ABC
News either. I found this quote in
China Daily, straight from Beijing.

We could have found the same quote
in some Russian publications as well,
including Pravda and the British-based
Reuters News Service. But we could
not find that quote in the American
media except for one outlet, CBN.

It is a sorry day for American jour-
nalism when they find themselves out-
balanced by their counterparts in Com-
munist China and Russia. It is a new
low for partisan media bias.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

———
NEGATIVE ADS

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, to
quote Ronald Reagan, ‘‘There they go
again.” Republicans have hit a new low
point. The Bush campaign has run over
49,000 negative ads nationwide, and it is
understandable. With the largest budg-
et deficit in our history, a growing tax
burden on our middle class, gas prices
at a 23-year high, and no positive vi-
sion for our country, the GOP have no
choice but to attack. They cannot talk
about the economy because we have
lost 1.8 million private-sector jobs
under this administration. They can-
not talk about health care because in-
surance costs are spiraling out of con-
trol and nearly 4 million more Ameri-
cans have become uninsured since 2000.

So now what do they do? They blame
President Clinton for the creation of 21
million private-sector jobs during his
administration. They blame JOHN
KERRY and JOHN EDWARDS for wanting
to fight for a stronger and more posi-
tive America. But never will they ac-
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cept the responsibility for egregious
policies that they have passed. They
are doing everything possible to create
a diversion and shift attention some-
where else.

Democrats are fighting for the mid-
dle-class values of fairness and respon-
sibility. Republicans are still pushing
the same old negative attack ads.

———

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION
IN IRAQ

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, for months now, critics of the
war in Iraq have asked the question:
Where are the weapons of mass de-
struction? Recently former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore said that none have been
found in Iraq. Just as he was wrong
when he said he was the inventor of the
Internet, he is wrong on this point as
well.

Recently, Charles Duelfer, the head
of the Iraq Survey Group, reported the
finding of 12 mustard and sarin gas
shells in various locations in Iraq. In-
telligence sources say that these are
still extremely dangerous shells.

Mr. Duelfer also reported that terror-
ists in Iraq are trying to tap into the
Iraqi WMD intellectual capital. They
are Kkeenly interested in developing
chemical weapons in there and also in
Afghanistan.

So where are the weapons of mass de-
struction? Where they have always
been, in the Iraqi area, within the
reach of terrorists, a threat to U.S.
troops, the region, and the world com-
munity as well.

————

SAVE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
would suggest to the last speaker the
weapons of mass destruction are in the
minds of the administration.

If anyone needs a reason to send this
administration packing, here it is: the
President has announced the biggest
land grab in U.S. history. The bene-
ficiaries are the big timber companies.
The victims are our national forests
and the American people.

The President has proposed new rules
that would declare open season for big
timber companies to log 58 million
acres of our most precious wilderness
areas and our most precious national
forests. Roads to nowhere will scar the
land forever. It will turn old growth
into board feet, two by fours.

Unless we act, this administration
will repeal the last protection of our
wilderness areas.
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Our only hope is for a new adminis-
tration that can prevent this environ-
mental disaster from happening.
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