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legislation, and when the request was
made to deal with the proposals of the
constitutional amendment, they were
not even offered by Members of the
Committee on the Judiciary when they
did proceed with the markup in that
committee.

Mr. HOYER. My question was for this
year. There was no hearing, am I cor-
rect?

Mr. DREIER. The gentleman is cor-
rect, although I recall testifying on
this issue before the Committee on
House Administration this year as we
dealt with this issue.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his observations.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

——————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JULY
12, 2004

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at
12:30 p.m. on Monday next for morning
hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

———

REPUBLICANS WIN COVETED ROLL
CALL TROPHY

(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to announce the results of the
43rd Annual Roll Call Baseball Game
for Charity between the Democrats and
Republicans. While the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is still on the
floor, I want to thank him for his warm
hospitality in his district at the Prince
George’s County Stadium and his gra-
ciousness, despite losing. And I par-
ticularly want to thank all of the play-
ers and the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. SABO), the Democrat manager, for
being such great sportsmen. We are
pleased for one more year to possess
this coveted Roll Call trophy, which is
all one word, coveted Roll Call trophy.
I am glad to have it here on the floor,
and I will have it protected in my of-
fice for the next year. The score was
14-7.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?
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Mr. OXLEY. I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. The gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. SABO), the manager of
the Democratic team, is not on the
floor, but I know he would want me to
congratulate you. As painful as defeat
is, we graciously acknowledge that the
second inning was devastating in which
you scored 9, 10, 11 runs. It is going up,
10 runs, I guess. And it would be not as
gracious to observe that other than
that second inning, the game was pret-
ty good. But I congratulate the gen-
tleman on behalf of the somewhat gra-
cious losers.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. The final score was 14—
7. I thank the sponsors of this event.
There were over 5,000 people, the larg-
est crowd at the event ever, and it will
produce over $100,000 for the Adult Lit-
eracy Council and Boys and Girls Clubs
of the Washington area. They are al-
ways very worthy recipients.

Thanks to the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. SABO), half of the budget of
the Adult Literacy Council will be pro-
vided from the proceeds of this game.
We are very pleased about that. I no-
tice the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SAXTON), one of the announcers
for the game, he and former member
Martin Russo. We thank them for their
fine work. And finally, I want to thank
Hall of Famer Lou Brock, who was
brought here by the auspices of the
Baseball Hall of Fame, as well as Major
League Baseball. He was very gracious,
threw out the first ball, threw a strike,
signed autographs for the kids, and had
pictures taken. To Lou Brock and his
wife, thank you for making the 43rd
annual baseball game one to remem-
ber.

————

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN THE EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2828, WATER
SUPPLY, RELIABILITY, AND EN-

VIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT
ACT
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, H.R. 2828, the Clerk be
authorized to make technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary
to reflect the action of the House just
taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.

———

WE NEED A DIFFERENT ECONOMIC
POLICY

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
Vice President CHENEY was in Cleve-
land this week trying to explain the
President’s economic policy to a State
which has lost one-sixth of its manu-
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facturing jobs since President Bush and
Vice President CHENEY took office, a
State that has lost almost 200,000 jobs
overall, a State that has lost 195 jobs
every single day of the Bush adminis-
tration.

His answer to Ohio’s economic prob-
lems is more tax cuts for the wealthi-
est people in the State hoping those
tax cuts will trickle-down and create
jobs. That clearly has not worked. And
his other answer is more trade agree-
ments like NAFTA and other trade
agreements which have hemorrhaged
jobs and shipped jobs overseas.

Clearly we need a new direction. The
Bush economic policies are not work-
ing in the industrial Midwest. They are
not working in small-town Ohio; they
are not working in the big cities. We
need a different economic policy. The
Bush program simply is not working.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
0 1630

CONGRATULATING ALCEE
HASTINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
a great deal of pride to announce to the
Members of the House the election of
our colleague, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), as president of
the Organization on Security and Co-
operation in Europe’s Parliamentary
Assembly.

That assembly, Mr. Speaker, is an as-
sembly of b5 signatory states to the
Helsinki Final Act. Those 55 nations
were represented by over 300 parlia-
mentarians at their annual meeting in
Edinburgh, Scotland, this past week.

Earlier today, Edinburgh time, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS)
received on the first ballot over 55 per-
cent of the votes. This is a historic oc-
casion. He is the first American ever
elected president of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly. Not only that,
he is the first minority to be elected
president of the Organization on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe and,
based upon the information I have, I
believe the first and only African
American to ever be elected president
of one of the interparliamentary as-
semblies, combining Europe and the
United States.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), a distinguished member of
our body, has served on the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in
Europe since 2001 and has been vice
president of the OSCE for the past 2
years. He also has gained important ex-
perience in international affairs as a
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member of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence. The gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is now
serving his seventh term in the Con-
gress of the United States.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Illinois (Speaker HASTERT) and the bi-
partisan delegation. The gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) serves in
this body and is a Democrat; but he ran
as an American, and he was supported
by the American delegation, Repub-
licans and Democrats. And I want to
thank the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) for his leadership of our
delegation, the chairman of the Organi-
zation of Security and Cooperation in
Europe Commission here in the Con-
gress.

The gentleman from Illinois (Speaker
HASTERT), in his letter supporting the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), said, ‘“‘Never one to retreat
from a challenge, Alcee Hastings pos-
sesses an instinctive ability to identify
solutions and build common ground for
their implementation.”

It was that ability, that quality, that
determination that the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) had which
led to his overwhelming election. Gert
Weisskirchen, in Germantown, who
withdrew in favor of the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) this week,
said to the Palm Beach Post that the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS)
represents the best of the United
States. Now, Mr. Weisskirchen and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS)
have served together for almost a dec-
ade in the organization’s parliamen-
tary assembly, so his observations are
well founded and based upon his experi-
ence.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS) will bring credit to our
country, credit to our Congress, and
credit to the Parliamentary Assembly.
I will tell my colleagues that the
United States has the privilege next
year in July on our July 4 break of
hosting the 55 nations that make up
the Parliamentary Assembly. I know
that all of us look forward to wel-
coming our colleagues from throughout
Europe and Canada, the signatory
states, with the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. HASTINGS) as the president of
that organization to our Capitol city
and showing them American hospi-
tality, while at the same time cement-
ing a relationship with our allies and
raising very significant and important
issues to international security, peace,
and economic well-being.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this
time to honor our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS),
on this historic election as president of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the
OSCE.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to claim the time of the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

————

OUTRAGEOUS RULING BY THE
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUS-
TICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, this is a
dark day in the history of inter-
national law. Today, the International
Court of Justice, at the request of the
United Nations General Assembly,
ruled, ‘“The construction of the wall
being built by Israel, the occupying
power in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory, including in and around east Je-
rusalem and its associated regime, is
contrary to international law.”

With this extraordinarily biased deci-
sion, the International Court of Justice
has become an international disgrace.
This outrageous ruling confirms what
many of us have feared, that opponents
of Israel have overtaken the judicial
process at the U.N.’s highest judicial
court and have begun to use it for po-
litical aims on the world stage.

Mr. Speaker, the referral of this issue
itself was biased and prejudged Israel.
The referral actually used contestable
political language such as ‘‘occupied
Palestinian territory” and referred to
the Israeli security fence repeatedly as
a wall. It is as if the court simply did
a cut and paste of those terms and
issued them in their ruling today, com-
pletely failing in their multipage rul-
ing to talk about context, namely
years of brutal terrorism at the hands
of Palestinian extremists against
Israeli civilians.

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial today that
we make a pair of points that the
International Court of Justice com-
pletely ignored. Number one, Israel’s
security fence prevents terrorism; and,
number two, the ICJ had no authority
to hear this case.

These two points, Mr. Speaker, are
actually reflected in a resolution that I
authored along with the gentlewoman
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) that has
garnered nearly 163 co-sponsors, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike. The Pence-
Berkley resolution resolves, in effect,
that Congress supports the construc-
tion by Israel of a security fence to
prevent Palestinian terrorist attacks;
and, number two, that Congress con-
demns the decision by the UN General
Assembly to request the Court of Jus-
tice to act.

Mr. Speaker, I rise humbly today to
say Congress would do well in the com-
ing days to act with all expeditious
speed on this legislation, on this reso-
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lution, and make a statement that
America stands with Israel.

I authored this resolution after my
wife, Karen, and I toured Israel in Jan-
uary of this year. Seen in this photo-
graph, we are standing with Israeli de-
fense forces along the side of a chain-
linked fence, which the International
Court of Justice today repeatedly de-
scribed as a wall. A chain-linked fence
that nevertheless has proven to be an
effective tool in thwarting terrorist at-
tacks.

In the north of Israel, where a sec-
tion of the fence has been completed,
there has not been a single suicide at-
tack in more than 8 months. Before the
first stage of the fence became oper-
ational in July of 2003, the average
number of attacks was 8.6 per month.
In the past 11 months, that figure has
dropped dramatically to only 3.2 at-
tacks per month.

In the 2 hours that we toured the se-
curity fence this day in January in
Israel, the security officials traveling
with us received in my presence three
separate calls on their radios about at-
tempted terrorist incursions. In 2
hours, three separate terrorist incur-
sions. These incursions, while they do
not succeed but on an intermittent
basis, the reality is that the attempts
are a daily reality for Israelis. The
truth is the Israeli Security Fence has
prevented terrorism, and that was a
fact completely lost on the Inter-
national Court of Justice.

Also lost is that under international
norms, the Israeli Supreme Court, just
like if it was the United States Su-
preme Court and not the court in the
Hague, has sole jurisdiction over this
matter. In fact, the Israeli Supreme
Court is an independent judiciary of a
sovereign and democratic nation. Its
rulings on the Israeli Security Fence
has struck a fair balance between the
rights of Israelis to live free from sui-
cide bombings and the right of Pal-
estinians to their economic well-being,
and there is no legal basis for the court
in the Hague to usurp its authority.

So I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to urge
this Congress to act on House Concur-
rent Resolution 371 that the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) and
I introduced and enjoys 163 cosponsors
and to act deliberately. Or if not on our
resolution, that in the next several
days to rise with one voice, Democrats
and Republicans alike, to condemn this
unjust decision by the International
Court of Justice.

I also challenge my colleagues, as we
think about funding issues and re-
sources that will be spent in the direc-
tion of the United Nations, that we se-
riously reconsider any effort to direct
U.S. taxpayer dollars to this inter-
national court, if I may say, of injus-
tice.

Like so many million Americans 1
pray for the peace of Jerusalem and I
stand with Israel, believing as those
same millions do that He will bless
those who bless her, He will curse those
who curse her.
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