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progress in many industries, but this
resolution, in addition to recognizing
that, encourages the people of the
United States to observe next year as
the World Year of Physics in conjunc-
tion with the United Nations declara-
tion of 2005 as the International World
Year of Physics.

As a physicist, I recognize the phys-
ics principles that are part of our ev-
eryday lives. From mechanics and
gravity to optical technologies that en-
able our CD players, physics is all
around us. Through physics we can ex-
plore the depths of the universe and
black holes, as well as the tiniest parts
of the atom. And what has always fas-
cinated me about my study of the
atomic nucleus and also my readings in
cosmology is that we humans are basi-
cally at the center of that scale. We are
about as far removed from the size of
an atomic nucleus, as we are from the
size of the universe. I think it is just
absolutely marvelous that we can ex-
plore our world in both the smaller and
larger directions and have not reached
limits at this point.

This resolution encourages the Amer-
ican public to take note of the physics
used every day and encourages them to
learn more about it. I hope that the
American people will observe the
World Year of Physics by supporting
physics education and research. I en-
courage physicists and educators to en-
gage the public, especially the chil-
dren, in physics to inspire the next
generation of scientists and engineers.

I commend the American Physical
Society for promoting the World Year
of Physics. This is a perfect oppor-
tunity to recognize and celebrate the
importance of physics in our lives, pro-
mote public understanding of physics,
and express our support for physics re-
search and education.

I urge my colleagues to support H.
Con. Res. 301, supporting the goals and
ideals of the World Year of Physics.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 301 which recognizes the
goals and ideals of the World Year of
Physics. I want to congratulate the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. HoLT) for bringing this resolution
forward. I also personally want to say
how much I enjoy serving with the gen-
tlemen on the Committee on Science
and what a rewarding experience it is
to have two physicists on the Com-
mittee on Science itself. Some of the
more esoteric details we often turn to
these gentlemen to help us understand.

Physics, of course, is the discipline
that underpins all of science in some
way, and so much of our technology
deals with the most fundamental un-
derstanding of the properties of mat-
ter. Emerging fields such as
nanotechnology, information tech-
nology and biotechnology are substan-
tially based on the results of funda-
mental discoveries in physics.
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The General Assembly of the Inter-
national Union of Pure and Applied
Physics unanimously approved the
proposition designating 2005 as the
World Year of Physics. This will be the
100th anniversary of Albert Einstein’s
remarkable series of scientific papers
on the photoelectric effect, the size of
molecules, Brownian motion, and, of
course, the theory of relativity itself.

This makes 2005 an appropriate year
to recognize the importance of physics
to the advance of civilization and the
important role physics plays in social,
cultural and economic development in
our society and throughout the world.

Mr. Speaker, I commend this resolu-
tion to my colleagues and ask for their
support for its passage by the House.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
league from Washington (Mr. BAIRD)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. HoLT) for their work in bringing
this resolution to the floor today.

As I mentioned before, the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. BAIRD) has been
most helpful in the Committee on
Science. The gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. HoLT) and I, as the two physi-
cists in the Congress, have worked to-
gether closely on many issues, includ-
ing this one. So I want to recognize
both of them for their work and for
their long history in recognizing the
importance of not only physics but
science in general.

I urge all of my colleagues to vote for
H. Con. Res. 301.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, physics is all
around us. Physics has been highly successful
in explaining many of the phenomena gov-
erning our natural world; it was a basis for the
Renaissance and the enlightenment of west-
ern civilization. Through physics we can ex-
plore the diverse phenomena from the exist-
ence of black hole and to the composition of
the atom and nucleus. Understanding me-
chanics, gravity and propulsion allowed us to
develop machinery, bridges and rockets while
knowledge about electricity and magnetism
and matter led to lasers, light bulbs, tele-
scopes, fiber optics, the internet and the huge
market of consumer electronics.

Physics research creates technological inno-
vations, which drives the world’s economic
growth and markets. It has changed human
life for the better. It has made major contribu-
tions to cutting-edge technologies such as
Nanotechnology, Biotechnology and Informa-
tion Technology. Physics research will help us
to solve major new challenges in homeland
security and find new energy sources.

In 2005, we celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Einstein’s theory of relativity. This resolution
is the perfect opportunity to recognize and cel-
ebrate the importance of physics to our lives.

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 301.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4754, DEPARTMENTS OF
COMMERCE, JUSTICE, AND
STATE, THE JUDICIARY, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 701 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 701

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4754) making
appropriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived except as fol-
lows: section 108; beginning with ‘‘Provided”’
on page 48, line 13, through the colon on line
19; beginning with ‘“‘and” on page 57, line 24,
through page 58, line 2; section 603; beginning
with “‘or (6)’ on page 97, line 21, through the
semicolon on line 23; and section 607. Where
points of order are waived against part of a
paragraph or section, points of order against
a provision in another part of such para-
graph or section may be made only against
such provision and not against the entire
paragraph or section. During consideration
of the bill for amendment, the Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole may accord pri-
ority in recognition on the basis of whether
the Member offering an amendment has
caused it to be printed in the portion of the
Congressional Record designated for that
purpose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amend-
ments so printed shall be considered as read.
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill
for amendment the Committee shall rise and
report the bill to the House with such
amendments as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.
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Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 701 is a tradi-
tional open rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 4754, the Commerce, Jus-
tice, State, the Judiciary and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act of 2005.

The rule does not restrict the normal
open amending process in any way, and
any amendments that comply with the
standing Rules of the House may be of-
fered for consideration.

H. Res. 701 provides 1 hour of debate
in the House on the bill, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations. The res-
olution waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill. H.
Res. 701 waives points of order against
provisions in the bill for failure to
comply with clause 2 of Rule XXI, pro-
hibiting unauthorized appropriations
or legislative provisions in an appro-
priations bill, except as specified in the
resolution.

In order to facilitate the consider-
ation of amendments on the floor, the
rule gives the Chair the ability to pro-
vide priority in recognition to those
Members who have preprinted amend-
ments in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
Finally, H. Res. 701 provides for one
motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

Mr. Speaker, I want to begin by not-
ing the work of the subcommittee in
bringing this legislation forward to the
House floor. The gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SERRANO) testified
together before the Committee on
Rules yesterday in bipartisan support
of their work product, and they have
done a good job in setting the funding
priorities of these departments and
agencies within the budgetary limita-
tions we currently confront.

Mr. Speaker, debate time on the rule
should primarily focus on the fairness
of this rule and the wide open amend-
ment process that it outlines for House
debate and consideration. However, I
do want to note that this appropria-
tions bill maintains the continuing
pledge of the House to meet the chal-
lenge of international terrorism and to
ensure that law enforcement across the
Nation has the resources necessary to
combat crime in America.

Funding for the Department of Jus-
tice, in particular, is indicative of the
Committee on Appropriations’ obliga-
tion to provide the necessary funds to
address terrorism, increase our Na-
tion’s intelligence capabilities and
maintain a focus on law enforcement
threats such as illegal drugs,
cybercrime and espionage.

Mr. Speaker, this rule provides for an
open amendment process for consider-
ation of the Commerce, Justice, State
and the Judiciary appropriations bill. I
urge my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague, the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) for yielding
me the customary 30 minutes.
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(Mr. MCcGOVERN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to commend
the chairman and the ranking member
of the Subcommittee on Commerce,
Justice, State, Judiciary and Related
Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations, my good friends, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
SERRANO) for their hard work and co-
operation in drafting the Commerce,
Justice, State appropriations bill for
fiscal year 2005.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WoLF) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. SERRANO) took an absurdly
low Presidential budget request,
worked with the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. YOUNG) to produce a decent al-
location and made the best of a bad sit-
uation.

For example, I am pleased that the
bill restores funding for the Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership. The Fis-
cal Year 2004 Omnibus Appropriations
Conference Report cut the program by
60 percent to just $39.6 million, and the
President’s fiscal year 2005 budget re-
quested $39.2 million for the program.
The M-E-P program serves small busi-
nesses, and these small businesses
would be severely hurt if last year’s
cuts were extended.

I have firsthand knowledge of the
value and importance of the M-E-P pro-
gram, because the Massachusetts M-E-
P is headquartered in my congressional
district. Earlier this year, I joined 157
of my colleagues in a letter to the
Committee on Appropriations request-
ing $106 million for the M-E-P program.
The restoration of this funding in this
bill will help ensure the sustainability
of our domestic small manufacturing
industry and its high-quality jobs, and
I want to again thank the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the rank-
ing member, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. SERRANO) for working to
support this important program.

But even though the entire fiscal
year 2005 CJS appropriations bill pro-
vides $240 million above President
Bush’s overall request, still some seri-
ous deficiencies remain.
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For instance, I am deeply concerned
about the lack of funding for the Eco-
nomic Development Administration.
EDA is an agency that is chiefly re-
sponsible for providing assistance to
urban areas for revitalization. Any
cuts to this program, especially in
these difficult economic times, will se-
riously jeopardize the revitalization ef-
forts that are currently under way in
urban areas, like Attleboro, Massachu-
setts, in my congressional district, as
it continues to move through the legis-
lative process and into conference ne-
gotiations.

I am also disappointed that this bill
zeroes out funding for the Small Busi-
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ness Administration’s 7(a) subsidy pro-
gram and the SBA’s Microloan Tech-
nical Assistance program. The
microloan program helps low-income
and unemployed individuals become
self-sufficient. There is strong data
showing that the household income for
low-income recipients increased by 72
percent over 5 years and that more
than half of these entrepreneurs moved
beyond the poverty line during that
time. The microloan program should be
maintained, not sacrificed.

Additionally, Congress created the
T(a) program to help small businesses
with the high costs associated with
starting a new business. It is the larg-
est SBA financing program and is a
real lifeline for small businesses. The
gentleman from New York (Ranking
Member SERRANO) offered an amend-
ment in the Committee on Appropria-
tions that would have restored funding
for this important program. Unfortu-
nately, it was defeated by a party-line
vote. Later this afternoon, a bipartisan
amendment will be offered to restore
funding for this important small busi-
ness program, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this effort on behalf
of our small businesses and entre-
preneurs.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am extremely
disappointed that this bill reduces
funding for the COPS program and for
State and local law enforcement
grants. Although the fiscal year 2005
CJS appropriations bill provides $3 bil-
lion for these programs, it is $103 mil-
lion less than last year’s funding level.
While this is an improvement, a vast
improvement, over the President’s re-
quest, which zeroed out many of these
programs, I think we can still do bet-
ter.

These grants are vital for the safety
and the protection of our cities and
towns all across this country. More
than 118,000 officers around the country
have been funded through this pro-
gram. Community policing and neigh-
borhood activism make a real dif-
ference in the battle for public safety.
During these difficult economic times,
our State and local budgets are very,
very tight. It is critical that the Fed-
eral Government act as a partner in
the area of public safety.

In my congressional district, for in-
stance, the COPS program recently
provided $3.75 million for 50 new police
officers in Worcester, $225,000 for three
new police officers in Attleboro, and
$75,000 for an additional police officer
in Seekonk. Homeland security starts
with hometown security, and we should
be doing more for the COPS program,
not less.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a perfect bill,
but it is a good one. The funding defi-
ciencies in this bill I hope can be
worked out in the conference, and I am
confident that the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Chairman WOLF) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Ranking Mem-
ber SERRANO), two Members who I have
extremely high regard for, will work
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with the other body to provide the nec-
essary funding for these important pro-
grams.

I want, once again, to commend the
committee for its hard work, and I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE).

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished gentleman from
Georgia for yielding time to me.

I would just like to take my time
here to discuss an amendment which I
am afraid I cannot write so it would be
germane to the legislation that will be
before us for which this rule has been
written, but it does pertain to Com-
merce-Justice-State, and it pertains to
something that is happening in this
country.

On September 13, the automatic as-
sault weapon ban is going to expire. If
I looked at my calendar correctly, that
is 17 legislative days from now. This is
a ban which has been in effect for a pe-
riod of 10 years now in this country. It
is supported by the President of the
United States, that is, the extension of
it. It is supported by both Presidential
campaigns; and in my judgment, it is
very, very important that we bring
this, however we possibly can.

We are talking about semiautomatic
weapons. In this case, we are talking
about the AK-47, Uzis. We are talking
about high levels of ammunition, de-
pletion of guns in rapid time, various
aspects that have frankly caused every
law enforcement entity that I know of
in the United States of America to sup-
port this ban.

We also know that there has been a
reduction in crime with the use of
these weapons since the ban has been
in effect. In fact, that reduction has
been more than 65 percent since the
ban went into effect in 1995. So we now
have a situation in which we have
proven, I believe, that the assault
weapon ban is something that actually
makes sense as far as the safety of
Americans is concerned.

As far as the right to bear arms and
the rights that are prevalent, I believe
in those. I believe they should be con-
tinued, but I do believe that the as-
sault weapon ban needs to be continued
as well.

It also shows that most Americans
believe this. If one looks at polls, they
virtually in every category, or 75 per-
cent or more of Americans believe that
we should continue this assault weapon
ban.

I have legislation introduced, and
that legislation would do that for 10
years. It does not change another word.
It just extends it for 10 years because I
believe it has worked well.

My concern is are we going to be able
to bring it to the floor in a reasonable
period of time that will allow a debate,
that will allow a vote on this so we can
consider it before the House of Rep-
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resentatives, a piece of legislation
which seems to be so supported by so
many individuals living in America
today. I would encourage the leader-
ship to consider this.

I do not frankly think it should be an
amendment to an appropriation bill, or
an amendment to anything. It should
have its own set of committee hear-
ings, its own time on the floor of the
House of Representatives and the op-
portunity to vote for it. So I will not
introduce an amendment.

I do appreciate a great deal the time
yielded to me by the gentleman from
Georgia to discuss this. I would encour-
age the leadership of the House and the
Senate to take a good look at this leg-
islation and make absolutely sure that
that date does not come and go with-
out us doing anything about it.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We have no other requests for speak-
ers, but let me just close by again say-
ing that while I wish the overall fund-
ing level for this bill were higher and I
wish there was more money available
for the COPS programs and for a num-
ber of other small business programs, 1
nonetheless want to again commend
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WOLF), the chairman, and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SERRANO),
the ranking member, for really an ex-
cellent job. They have worked together
in a bipartisan way, and the entire sub-
committee deserves credit for the final
product that is before us, a bill which
I will support.

Let me also conclude, Mr. Speaker,
by saying something that I rarely get
an opportunity to say, but I gladly say
it today, and that is, I support this
rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I also want to commend the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Chairman WOLF)
and the gentleman from New York
(Ranking Member SERRANO) for a very
fine job done under strained cir-
cumstances. I urge my colleagues to
support this rule and support the un-
derlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
bill (H.R. 4754) making appropriations
for the Departments of Commerce, Jus-
tice, and State, the Judiciary, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2005, and for other
purposes, and that I may include tab-
ular and other extraneous material.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

—————

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 701 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4754.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4754)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2005, and for other purposes.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) as
chairman of the Committee of the
Whole, and requests the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MILLER) to assume
the chair temporarily.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the bill is considered as
having been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SERRANO) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to bring
the fiscal year 2005 Commerce, Justice,
and State, the Judiciary and related
agencies appropriations bill before the
House. In this bill, we have taken an
austere allocation and done our best to
arrive at a bill that funds important
national priorities, including
counterterrorism, State and local
crime-fighting and embassy security.
The result is a solid bill, and I encour-
age the Members to support the bill
today; and my understanding is that
we will finish the bill today.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Florida (Chairman YOUNG) for sup-
porting us. I also want to thank the
gentleman from New York (Ranking
Member SERRANO) for his help in
crafting the bill. I very much appre-
ciate the close and cooperative rela-
tionship we have established, and I
want to thank the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), the ranking
member of the full committee, for his
assistance.

The recommendation we bring before
the House today includes $39.8 billion
in discretionary spending. Program in-
creases are focused on most critical
areas including counterterrorism,
State and local law enforcement, as-
sistance to American manufacturers,
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