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of those who earn less than a million
dollars a year; the administration’s
failure to retain America’s moral lead-
ership in the world and our moral com-
passion at home.

The Vice President used the other
“F” word on the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate. It showed a blatant disregard for a
distinguished Senator. It showed a bla-
tant disrespect of the American insti-
tution. It showed a blatant disrespect
for being an American when dissent
keeps the strong free. The “F” word
applies to the administration. Failure
in every way.

————
ELECTION YEAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, you know, we are certainly in the
campaign season of an election year;
and I think everybody, Mr. Speaker,
needs to be on guard for the talent to
spin. And I am reminded of a cartoon
that was in our paper recently. And
there were four figures, and the first
figure said, ‘‘Gas prices are going up.”
And the next figure says, ‘“Yeah. That
is President Bush trying to give his
friends in the oil industry more income
and more money.”” And the next figure
said, ‘“Well, look, gas prices are coming
down.” And the next figure says,
“Yeah. That is President Bush trying
to buy our votes.”

So I just challenge, Mr. Speaker, ev-
erybody in America to brace them-
selves probably for the most television
ads they are going to see ever in this
election. And you know what is encour-
aging is people in this country have a
lot of what I call common sense that
sort of comes from the gut. So I sug-
gest to everybody, size up the can-
didates. Do what is right for our future.

You know, some people down here
suggest that the way to have a bal-
anced budget is to increase taxes. Some
people suggest the way to balance the
budget is to reduce spending. Whatever
it is, I think we need to be very cog-
nizant of what we are doing to future
generations with overspending.

This year, even with the job growth
and the expanded economy that is
going to result in an estimated $100 bil-
lion less overspending, less deficit
spending than was earlier predicted, we
are still leaving a huge mortgage to
our children and our grandchildren. I
want to talk about just two issues in
that regard as we face the next several
weeks of deciding how much we are
going to spend in the appropriation
bills, in the overspending and what it
does to our kids, right now.

And interest rates of course just
went up a quarter of a percent last
week. It looks like before the end of
the year they are going to go up again
a little bit. Fourteen percent of total
Federal spending now goes towards
servicing the debt. So here is 14 percent
of the $2.3 trillion that is being spent
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this year being spent to pay interest on
what we are borrowing to accommo-
date the overzealousness of this body,
the Senate, and the White House for
the last 25 years to spend more and
more money, trying to solve more and
more problems.

That 14 percent of the total spending
represents approximately $300 billion a
yvear; and if you realize that interest
rates are going up and at the same
time we are increasing the deficit, that
means increasing the debt, that means
increasing the interest that we are
going to have to pay on that debt, it
just leaves our kids with a huge re-
sponsibility, to the extent that their
standard of living is going to be less
than ours if we continue to do what we
have been doing, and that is over-
spending.

And I suggest increasing taxes is not
the right way to accommodate that
overspending. Right now businesses are
charged 18 percent more than the in-
dustrial countries that we compete
with.

They pay 18 percent more in taxes in
this country than other countries. So
to simply say we are going to increase
the taxes and put our businesses at a
greater competitive disadvantage
means that there is a greater likeli-
hood that other countries are going to
undersell us, that are going to produce
those products. It means that compa-
nies in this country, to survive, are
going to do more of their business over-
seas. Let us not solve our problems by
increasing taxes.

Let me finish, Mr. Speaker, by talk-
ing about overpromising. It is easy for
a politician to go back home to their
districts or their States and say, well,
you have some problems; I am going to
come back in Congress, and we are
going to push to solve that problem
simply by increasing taxes to accom-
modate you, or maybe not even in-
creasing taxes; maybe just making
propositions.

The economists use the words ‘“‘un-
funded liabilities”” to describe how
much we have promised over and above
the revenues coming in to pay for those
promises. I would ask people to guess
how much unfunded liabilities are now
projected by the Medicare and Social
Security actuaries. The answer is $73.5
trillion. That means that we would
have to have $73.5 trillion into a sav-
ings account, earning as much interest
to accommodate inflation, to pay for
what is not coming in in the payroll
tax in future years. It is not fair. It is
moving away from the principle of
those that work hard, that try, that
study and invest end up better off than
those that do not.

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, that it is important in this elec-
tion year that the people of America
size up their candidates.

——
H.R. 867, HASAN PRIVATE RELIEF
BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today the
House of Representatives did a good
deed. The House passed a bill that I had
introduced nearly 2 years ago known as
the Private Relief bill, which will allow
Duri Hasan and her four daughters who
live in Milltown, New Jersey, to fulfill
the dream that brought them to Amer-
ica.

Nearly 3 years after the murder of
their husband and father in a post-9/11
hate crime, Duri, Asna, Anum, Nida
and Iqra received welcome and overdue
news from the House of Representa-
tives. Today, this body has helped
them take a huge step toward putting
the tragedy of September 15, 2001, be-
hind them and put them back on track
for American citizenship. I hope the
Senate will move quickly on this.

I am very thankful to my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle for their sup-
port of this bill and for the scores of
citizens, activists, and religious leaders
around the country who have supported
this.

For any of my colleagues who are un-
familiar with the Hasan family, let me
recall their tragic and heroic story. I
think my colleagues will agree it is a
true American epic filled with hopes
and dreams, tragedy and hardship, and,
thankfully, today, compassion in the
form of a chance.

Waqgar Hasan came to the United
States in 1993 from Pakistan in search
of a better life for his family. A year
later, he brought his wife,
Durreshahwar, or Duri we know her as,
and their four daughters. The family
settled in Milltown, New Jersey, where
they had relatives. Waqgar supported
the family working in a gas station in
the area. In the fall of 2001, he was in
Dallas to establish a convenience store.
He planned to move his family there
after the business got off the ground.

However, on the night of September
15, 2001, just 4 days after the vicious 9/
11 attacks, Mark Anthony Stroman
walked into Waqar Hasan’s conven-
ience store in Dallas and shot the 46-
year-old father to death. When asked
by police why he shot Waqar, Stroman
expressed no remorse: ‘I did it to re-
taliate on local Arab Americans or
whatever you want to call them,” he
said. ‘I did what every American want-
ed to do, but didn’t.” Stroman is now
on death row.

Mr. Hasan was very much a victim of
the attacks of 9/11, and his death was a
hate crime if ever there was one.

Before his death, Waqgar had taken
steps for him and his family to become
American citizens. He was in the
United States on an immigrant visa
and was going through the paperwork
towards citizenship. When he was bru-
tally Kkilled, his family’s American fu-
ture was placed in jeopardy. Their
visas and green card applications were
both dependent upon his visa. When he
died, their hopes of American citizen-
ship died with him. The Hasan family
had lost their husband, father, and
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breadwinner in a most horrible way;
and now, they were facing the threat of
deportation.

Mrs. Hasan and her teenage daugh-
ters think of themselves as Americans.
The daughters are growing up here.
Mrs. Hasan and all but the youngest
daughter hold down jobs to make ends
meet. One daughter attends Rutgers.
Another daughter is studying at Kean
College to become a teacher. They are
the type of hard-working, reverent, pa-
triotic, studious, industrious people
that we want here in America; and
they deserve to stay.

For the past 2% years, I have been
working with government agencies to
keep the Hasan family in this country.
I have pursued and exhausted every
possible legal remedy to help the Hasan
family stay. My Private Relief bill is
the Hasan family’s last hope of attain-
ing permanent legal residency and
eventually citizenship. Today, the
House of Representatives passed that
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there is
no more crucial time to demonstrate to
Muslims in America and around the
world that we are a tolerant and sym-
pathetic people. We must seize oppor-
tunities to showcase America’s com-
mitment to the democratic values that
we are making great sacrifices to pro-
mote overseas.

This bill, of course, does not make
everything all right. Duri Hasan and
her daughters have lost their husband
and father. Their lives have been given
a severe blow. But with this bill, we
avoid doing any further injury to them.
I am very pleased to report the happy
news to the Hasan family to whom
today we here in the House have said,
You belong here in America with us.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. McCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LIPINSKI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
OUR GREATEST RESOURCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I thought
we would talk tonight about several
things, about our recent several
CODELs to Iraq, to the theater, and
also about the defense bill, and lastly,
about the resources, the great Amer-
ican asset that ties all of our defense
issues together, and that is the men
and women who wear the uniform of
the United States.

I thought, Mr. Speaker, maybe I
would just start off with my great col-
leagues, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. HAYES) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON), in just talking about a couple of
those great men and women in uni-
form.

I wanted to read a citation, Mr.
Speaker, because we have had a lot of
talk, lots of discussion and enormous
publicity about the prison mess over
the last several months. And one way
we have countered that image that I
think has wrongfully been splashed
against lots of folks in uniform is by
talking about the great heroism of a
number of those people. And I remind
my colleagues that we had some 16,000
Bronze Stars awarded in Iraq, some 127
Silver Stars, and I thought that to-
night just to start off I would talk
about a couple of the commendations
that have been given to heroes in that
very difficult theater in Iraq.

This is a Silver Star that was pre-
sented by order of the Secretary of the
Navy to Staff Sergeant Adam R. Sikes,
United States Marine Corps. I wanted
to read this, Mr. Speaker.

“For conspicuous gallantry and in-
trepidity in action against the enemy
while serving as Platoon Sergeant, 1st
Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion,
bth Marines, Regimental Combat Team
5, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force on 12 April 2003. During
the Battle of At Tarmiyah, Staff Ser-
geant Sikes’ platoon was pinned down
by heavy small arms and rocket pro-
pelled grenade fire in the opening mo-
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ments of the fight. Without orders,
Staff Sergeant Sikes quickly rallied
two of his squads and set them into po-
sition to suppress the enemy and pre-
pare them to counter attack. With the
squads in position, Staff Sergeant
Sikes charged alone across the 70 me-
ters of fire swept ground to close on
the first enemy strongpoint, which he
cleared with a grenade and rifle fire.
Moving to the roof of a three-story
building that was exposed to enemy
fire, Staff Sergeant Sikes skillfully ad-
justed 60-millimeter mortar rounds
onto nearby enemy positions. The
rounds isolated the town from enemy
reinforcement and decimated an enemy
position in the nearby tree line. Upon
learning that the other squad had
taken causalities, Staff Sergeant Sikes
moved to their position. With wounded
Marines in a small compound, cut off
by the enemy, Staff Sergeant Sikes sig-
naled an amphibian vehicle and di-
rected their evacuation while under a
hail of small arms and rocket propelled
grenade fire. By his bold leadership,
wise judgment, and complete dedica-
tion to duty, Staff Sergeant Sikes re-
flected great credit upon himself and
upheld the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps and the United States
Naval Service.”

That is one of many, many com-
mendations, Mr. Speaker, that have
come out of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Here is another citation that I thought
I would read tonight. This is a Navy
and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal to Staff Sergeant Brian Porter,
United States Marine Corps for heroic
achievement while serving as tank
commander, 3D Platoon, Company B,
1st Tank Battalion, Regimental Com-
bat Team 7, 1st Marine Division in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. ‘‘Staff
Sergeant Porter’s actions against the
enemy were quick and deadly. Upon
initial contact with the enemy near
Imam Anas with two of four tanks in
the platoon temporarily unable to fire,
he guided his tank to the right of the
platoon and destroyed an Iraqi T-55
tank with main gun fire. He personally
engaged and destroyed numerous ar-
mored personnel carriers and tanks to
ensure the safety of the company. Dur-
ing a reconnaissance operation in Ad
Diwaniyah, he secured the southern
flank of the company. During the ensu-
ing firefight involving mortar fire, ma-
chine gun fire, and rocket-propelled
grenade fire, he destroyed a technical
vehicle that was firing upon the pla-
toon at close range. Staff sergeant Por-
ter’s initiative, perseverance, and total
dedication to duty reflected credit
upon him and were in keeping with the
highest tradition of the Marine Corps
and the United States Naval Service.”

Mr. Speaker, these are obviously just
a few out of thousands of citations that
have been given to our soldiers and air-
men and Naval personnel and United
States Marines in theater in both Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and in Operation
Enduring Freedom.

Mr. Speaker, if we have time at the
end of our special order, I would like to
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