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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. CHOCOLA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CHOCOLA addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DOGGETT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

REMEMBERING PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS GEORGE D. TORRES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor and pay tribute to all of
the brave men and women across the nation
who have given their lives in defense of the
freedoms we enjoy every single day, and all
who leave behind families who miss their sons
and daughters.

I'd like to speak specifically about the life of
one of my constituents, Private First Class
George D. Torres, who was recently killed in
combat in Iraq.

Private Torres was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, | Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp
Pendleton. He was only 23 years old at the
time of his death, and was killed in Al Anbar
Province, Iraq due to enemy fire.

Mr. Speaker, the fifth of sixth children, Pri-
vate First Class Torres joined the Corps in
march of last year, and had just been over-
seas a month before his death.

As our soldiers, who removed Saddam Hus-
sein from power, aim to protect the peace
while a transitional democratic government run
by the people of Iraq is being established, our
troops are in a very dangerous situation.

Mr. Speaker, George was aware of the re-
alities of military service, but always wanted to
join the Marines, and “was very proud” after
he returned to school and earned the high
school diploma he needed to enlist, telling his
sister that if he had to go serve in Iraq, then
he’d go.

A Dodger’s fan, he was known for his out-
going personality and in the words of his
girlfriend, “was the best person in this world.”

A memorial Web site set up for George
Torres has received numerous emails, which
is a testament to the strong relationships
George built during his all-too-short lifetime.

His loving family, sisters Oralia Cisnernos,
Olga and Evelyn Torres, brothers Fernando
Torres Jr. and Francisco Torres, and his par-
ents, Fernando and Genoveda Torres, survive
Torres.
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| would like to extend my condolences to
the family and friends of Private First Class
Torres, and my thoughts and prayers are with
his family during this difficult time. George’s
valiant service to his country will be greatly re-
membered.

We owe him a great deal of gratitude for his
service to a country he loved.

KERRY ATTACKS ON BUSH
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
RECORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I chair the Subcommittee on Re-
search on the Committee on Science,
and I am very concerned that science
and technology should not be in the
partisan politic arena for this election
in November.

At a speech in Denver on Monday,
JOHN KERRY kicked off a week of cam-
paign politics focused on science and
technology policy. He attacked Presi-
dent Bush for putting politics over
science and promised to reinvigorate
American innovation. As chairman of
the House Subcommittee on Research,
and a long-time advocate of expanded
support for science and technology, I
suggest Mr. KERRY is putting politics
before science.

In the strongest possible way, I urge
this issue must remain bipartisan.
Even in today’s highly charged polit-
ical environment, I am disappointed
that Senator KERRY has chosen to po-
liticize science, and I feel compelled to
respond to his misleading and actually
sometimes false statements and at-
tacks on this administration.

Senator KERRY’s fact sheet promises
to support scientific research based on
facts, not ideology, and I respectfully
suggest that a good place for the Sen-
ator to start would be to minimize the
distortion of facts and ideological rhet-
oric that are so prevalent in his very
own press releases on this subject.

A quick review of the Senator’s re-
cent press release on science and tech-
nology and its accompanying letter of
endorsement, signed by some Nobel
prize winning scientists, reveals sev-
eral distortions and factual errors that
should be brought to light. They in-
clude: Failure to disclose backgrounds
of Democrat party activism by these
scientists.

The KERRY campaign touted the en-
dorsement of 48 scientists, as if they
were speaking on behalf of the welfare
of science and discovery itself. But, in
fact, it is clear these scientists are, col-
lectively, also very passionate liberal
ideologues with an extensive record of
support for the Democratic party.

Twenty-two of Senator KERRY’S
Nobel endorsers show up on the Federal
Election Commission, the FEC Web
site, as having donated $25,000 to
Democrats for every $1,000 donated to
Republicans. To repeat: $25,000 to the
Democrats for every $1,000 to Repub-
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licans. Obviously, some bias for the
Democrats.

The lead organizers of the letter,
Burton Richter, Harold Varmus, and
Mario Molina, announced their support
for KERRY in a conference call as
though they were nonpartisan objec-
tive observers that had no choice but
to reluctantly support KERRY’S cam-
paign.
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But by way of their public record of
financial support for Democratic can-
didates, Richter, Varmus and Molina
have consistently used their names
outside of science, donating $13,950 to
Democrats such as Wesley Clark, Al
Gore, BARBARA BOXER and Bill Bradley.

If Senator KERRY wants to limit the
exploitation of science for political
gain, he should start by fully disclosing
the history of political contributions
by his prize-winning supporters, most
of whom have had their research sup-
ported from government funds.

One of Mr. KERRY’s false claims: The
KERRY campaign ‘‘fact sheet’” begins
by stating that, ‘‘George W. Bush has
led one of the most antiscience admin-
istrations in our Nation’s history,’”” and
goes on to claim that the President
“‘has proposed cutting research and de-
velopment in most nondefense research
programs through fiscal year 2009.”

This projection is in fact not a Bush
administration proposal but, rather, a
particular result of the AAAS, the
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, that is based on
multiyear revenue and spending projec-
tions, combined with the administra-
tion’s goal to halve the deficit in five
years. In short, it is not correct.

Let me report the assumptions that
were made in reality, and what is
grounded in reality is in the Bush ad-
ministration and this Congress, there
has been a stellar record of support for
science and technology funding. By al-
most every measure, funding for
science and technology under President
Bush’s watch has increased dramati-
cally.

Since the President took office in
2001, Federal support for R&D has in-
creased by 37 percent after adjusting
for inflation, growing from $78 billion
to $107 billion in constant 2000 dollars.

By comparison, Federal support for R&D ac-
tually decreased 4 percent in President Clin-
ton’s first term, going from $77.4 billion in
1993 to $74.4 billion the last year of Clinton’s
term (source: FY 2005 budget, historical ta-
bles).

False Claim of America’s Scientific Demise.
The title of Senator KERRY’s press release,
“Kerry Pledges to Once Again Make America
the Leader in Science,” is emblematic of the
pessimistic approach to America he has taken
with his campaign. If JOHN KERRY doesn’t
think America is the world leader in science
and technology, what country does he think is
better?

The truth is, by every measure, the United
States is far and away the 800-pound gorilla
when it comes to science and technology. The
challenge is keeping it there and not letting it
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disrupt bipartisan support with a bunch of po-
litical cheap shots. The U.S. spends nearly
three times as much on R&D as the second-
place country, Japan. And more money is
spent on R&D activities in the U.S. each year
than the rest of the G—7 countries (Canada,
France, Germany, ltaly, Japan, and the United
Kingdom) combined. The United States also
holds strong leads in specific sectors. For ex-
ample, the U.S. produces 32 percent of the
entire world output in high-technology prod-
ucts. Technology products also account for a
very large share of U.S. exports, thereby mak-
ing a positive contribution to our overall trade
balance (source: National Science Board
Science and Engineering Indicators, 2004).

A Record To Run From. Finally, Senator
KERRY likes to attack President Bush for “not
having a record to run on.” But while the
President indeed does have a strong science
and technology record, it is worthwhile for us
to examine Senator KERRY’s record on
science and technology as a member of the
Senate for the past two decades. A review of
floor statements posted on Senator KERRY’s
web site show that, over the past 4 years, he’s
only mentioned science four times in floor
statements. Further, even though Senator
KERRY is a member of the influential Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation Com-
mittee, he has not introduced any legislation
during this Congress on science and tech-
nology issues. Science, research, and innova-
tion are vital to our country’s future. Senator
KERRY hasn’t shown leadership on science
and technology during his two decades in the
Senate. Now he is dividing what has been bi-
partisan support for science and technology.
Mr. KERRY, it is not good for science and it is
not good for our country’s future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GERLACH). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

CONGRATULATING DR. MELVIN
STEELY ON HIS RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, tonight
I want to acknowledge the retirement
of Dr. Mel Steely, a history professor
and former colleague of then Professor
Newt Gingrich. Dr. Steely is ending a
40-year career as a professor at the
State University of West Georgia.

Born during Roosevelt’s America
May 9, 1939, Melvin Thomas Steely
grew up in Cedartown, Georgia. With
an interest in history, Dr. Steely as-
pired to teach, attaining both a mas-
ter’s and doctorate degree in history
from Vanderbilt University. He taught
at Lambuth College in Jackson, Ten-
nessee before moving to West Georgia
College to teach Modern European His-
tory in 1964.

Dr. Steely was the kind of a professor
who would have no part of grade infla-
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tion, and a grade of ‘A’ in his class-
room was well-earned. Despite how
much he may have cherished the stu-
dent, there was no fast track to success
in his courses. Much like life, he be-
lieved you have to work and learn in
order to achieve success.

Although he was a member of many
professional organizations, Dr. Steely’s
contributions as President and lobbyist
for the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors earned him both the
Sumberg and the State Akin awards.
He has worked in political campaigns
for both parties. He has served as the
faculty adviser to the West Georgia
College Republicans for 24 years and
continues to this day to serve as
Speaker Newt Gingrich’s biographer
and curator.

Along with the many students he in-
fluenced over a 40-year teaching career,
Dr. Steely’s most significant accom-
plishment and legacy will be as the di-
rector of Georgia’s Political Heritage
Program. In 1985 he started an audio/
video collection of famous Georgia po-
litical leaders in an effort to preserve
our State’s political heritage. Mod-
erated by West Georgia history profes-
sors, the collection includes rare inter-
views with former governors, lieuten-
ant governors, United States Senators
and Members of the United States
House of Representatives.

The political heritage archive also
collects the political papers of Speaker
Newt Gingrich and House interviews
with all but two former Georgia gov-
ernors since World War II.

Other significant individuals fea-
tured in this collection include Gov-
ernor Jimmy Carter, Governor Lester
Maddox, Governor and current United
States Senator ZELL MILLER, United
States Senator Herman Talmadge and
Ambassador Andrew Young.

Beyond politics and history, Dr.
Steely is involved in numerous civic
organizations, including the Moose and
Elks clubs, the Kiwanis Club, the Boy
Scouts, the Methodist Church and Gov-
ernor Sonny Perdue’s Civil War Com-
mission. With his wife, two daughters
and five grandchildren, Dr. Steely
should have no problem keeping busy
outside of his continued involvement
with the West Georgia Political Herit-
age Program.

On behalf of the constituents of Geor-
gia’s 11th Congressional District, I ap-
preciate Dr. Steely’s service to our
community and his help in preserving
Georgia’s history. I wish him well, and
may he find many new adventures in
his retirement.

——————

CARING FOR OUR VETERANS AND
THEIR FAMILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Maine
(Mr. MICHAUD) is recognized for half
the time until midnight as the designee
of the minority leader.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, we are
here this evening to discuss an issue
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that I believe should be one of the
highest priorities in the budget, one of
the highest priorities for Members of
Congress and one of the highest prior-
ities for our government. We are here
this evening to discuss caring for our
veterans and their families. We are
here on the floor to show them the re-
spect they deserve.

Since the beginning of our Nation’s
history, our veterans have answered
the call to duty with dignity, with
courage and with great honor. These
brave men and women have never
flinched in the face of danger and as we
speak on the floor this evening, a new
generation of veterans is being made in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Like all Mem-
bers of this body, I pray for their safety
and hope that they may return home to
their loved ones as soon as possible.
Like the veterans before them, these
brave men and women deserve our re-
spect, our gratitude and our care, not
just while they are in harm’s way but
also when they come home and take off
the uniform. There are so many issues
facing our veterans community now
that we must address so that the VA
can care for the needs of our newest
generation of heroes. I believe we must
encourage all veterans to enroll within
the VA so they can fully understand
the need within our communities.
There is a program in my home State
of Maine called Operation I Served
which is working to identify and enroll
as many veterans as it can. I believe
this is a noble effort and one that I
fully support. I personally ask all vet-
erans to enroll in the programs.

Mr. Speaker, one of my greatest con-
cerns when I came to Washington was
to give over 150,000 veterans in my
State a stronger voice on the issues
that are important to them. I have
been honored with being ranking mem-
ber on the House veterans benefits sub-
committee. During my time on the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I have
learned a great deal from the full com-
mittee ranking member the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. EVANS) and from the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), the chairman. The bipartisan
effort of our committee has resulted in
the passage of good legislation, includ-
ing improved veterans education bene-
fits, the enhanced self-employment op-
portunities and improvement in home
loans and adapted housing benefits.
The housing veterans’ affairs com-
mittee has achieved a great deal for
veterans because of the bipartisan spir-
it with which it pursues issues impor-
tant to veterans and their families. Un-
fortunately, that bipartisan desire to
care for veterans does not reach into
the administration’s budget request.
Veterans in this country are all too
aware of the growing mismatch be-
tween the demands for veterans serv-
ices and the funding allocation to sup-
ply these services. Some would have us
address this issue of mismatch by de-
creasing the demand for VA services by
limiting access to certain veterans or
by increasing copayments to those vet-
erans. I believe this is absolutely the
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