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and grandchildren, at risk with no hope
of paying off this debt. We dem-
onstrated that in 1998 with the bal-
anced budget showing fiscal responsi-
bility, but years of surpluses has
sparked a spending spree that does not
stop when the money runs out.

Alan Greenspan warned Congress
that we must restrain spending. He
said this last summer: “I would like to
see the restoration of PAYGO and dis-
cretionary caps which essentially will
restrain the expanse of the deficit and
indeed ultimately contain it.”

I urge my colleagues to heed Green-
span’s remarks and to have the oppor-
tunity to reign in spending and update
the budget process.

———

RESTORE BUDGET CUTS TO
VETERANS PROGRAMS

(Mr. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, on the 4th of
July our Nation will celebrate its 228th
birthday. On this day, we will remem-
ber how our Founding Fathers dedi-
cated their lives to honor the novel
ideas of liberty, equality, and democ-
racy.

Today, our brave men and women in
uniform exemplify the spirit, sacrifice,
and commitment of the American peo-
ple to securing freedom and democracy
throughout the world, and our veterans
are living examples of the ideals of our
Founding Fathers.

Unfortunately, there are some in
Congress who actually want to cut
funding for our veterans. House Repub-
licans passed a budget this year that
slashes funding for veterans health
care by $1 billion, and President Bush’s
2006 budget is expected to include an-
other $900 million in cuts for veterans
health care.

Mr. Speaker, we promised our vet-
erans health care for life, not health
care someday. I urge my colleagues in
Congress to restore these cuts to our
veterans programs.

Our veterans are truly America’s
greatest generation, and this Congress
should honor them.

————

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
JOBS AND GROWTH ACT OF 2003

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago
today, President Bush signed into law
the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2003, enabling Amer-
ican workers, families, and businesses
to keep more of their own money and
laying a foundation for economic
growth and job creation now and for
years to come.

Eleven million individuals and fami-
lies will receive an average tax cut of
$1,5600; 49 million married couples will
have an average tax cut of $2,600.
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The President’s tax relief is helping
American job seekers. Unemployment
has fallen to 5.6, the lowest average un-
employment rate of the 1970s, 1980s,
and 1990s. In my State of Florida, un-
employment is at 4.7, showing jobs are
being created and people are working.

The President’s tax relief is helping
the budget of America’s families, in-
creasing disposable income, allowing
them to buy the things they need for
their families and their homes. And the
President’s tax relief is helping Amer-
ica’s businesses. The stock market is
up 18 percent, increasing America’s
capital base by more than $2 trillion.

All in all, this is working, jobs are
growing, the economy is strong. We sa-
lute the President for his leadership.

———
NO MORE JUDGMENT CALLS

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, Deputy
Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
testified before Congress yesterday
that he did not plan or expect an insur-
gency in Iraq. This observation, from
one of the war’s architects, whose
record includes ridiculing former Gen-
eral of the Army, General Shinseki, by
saying his troop estimate was ‘“‘way off
the mark.” Now there are 150,000 Amer-
icans in the Iraqi theater.

He said that Iraqi oil would pay for
reconstruction. U.S. taxpayers have
been tabbed $20 billion to rebuild Iraq.

Secretary Wolfowitz could not re-
member how many troops had been
killed in Iraq. At that point he guessed
about 500. In fact, there had been 734 at
the time. He was off by 30 percent.

Now he says he could not com-
prehend and did not plan for an Iraqi
insurgency.

How many times do you have to be
wrong in this administration and still
have your job? Maybe Ahmed Chalabi
did not tell him to plan for insurgency.
Now he is telling us that our stay in
Iraq could last years.

With a record like that, Mr.
Wolfowitz, do not give us any more of
your judgment calls.

————

ARCHIMEDES CLUB FAMILY BOAT
WEEKEND

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to recognize the Archimedes
Club, especially its chairman, Doron
Zilbershtein. This wonderful organiza-
tion in my South Florida district will
be holding its first annual boat race
hosted by the Coconut Grove Sailing
Club.

This event will allow selected fami-
lies, teamed up with underprivileged
families, to spend time together build-
ing boats that they will race to the fin-
ish line.
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The Archimedes Club has shown an
unwavering dedication to the commu-
nity by developing character traits and
social skills through boating activities.
Its members will be donating their
time and boating knowledge the week-
end of July 23 to give water sports fans
the opportunity to participate in chal-
lenging competitions.

The Archimedes Club plans to build
on this race and to donate the boats
that are built to other communities
around Florida. This act shows the un-
selfish and unwavering commitment of
the Archimedes Club to help others,
and it does not stop at the local level.

For the sincere concern and the out-
standing dedication to underprivileged
families, I congratulate the Archi-
medes Club for all it has done. The
members will inspire many more citi-
zens to follow in their steps.

———

MOUNTAIN OF DEBT FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I was
pleased to hear one of my Republican
colleagues precede me and talk about
the impact of the debt, the growing
deficit and the debt. I wish that the
folks downtown were listening.

DIicKk CHENEY, Vice President DICK
CHENEY, has declared that deficits do
not matter. In fact, he now wants to
send the result of this growing moun-
tain of debt to an undisclosed location
by hiding the fact that the United
States of America is about to exceed
its $7.3 trillion debt limit. For the sec-
ond time in Bush’s brief 3% years in of-
fice, Congress is going to have to in-
crease the debt limit of the country, a
burden that will be passed on for the
next 30 to 50 years for future genera-
tions of Americans. Now they want to
do it in a stealth manner, by attaching
some vague language to a defense bill
in the hope that they will not have to
take a vote on the product of what
they have created here, which is an-
other couple of trillion dollars of debt
for the American people.

They should at least have the cour-
age and the honesty of their convic-
tions and bring up the debt limit on
the floor of the House and vote on it so
people can see the product of their eco-
nomic and tax policies, which is a
mountain of debt for future genera-
tions.

———

JOHN KERRY SHOULD APOLOGIZE
FOR VIETNAM TESTIMONY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the Vietnamese Government has

weighed in on the Iraqi prison scandal,
but the official Communist Vietnamese
news agency is not citing the Geneva
Conventions or the U.N.; it is citing
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testimony given by JOHN KERRY in 1971
in condemning our troops.

Mr. KERRY testified that American
soldiers from top to bottom committed
human rights violations, ‘‘cutting off
ears, murder, rape, destruction,” et
cetera. The problem is, he relied on re-
ports by a group of supposed Vietnam
veterans who were not what they
seemed. They claimed to be former
Vietnam veterans. They were not.
They were frauds. They were out only
to discredit the military and our coun-
try.

But JOoHN KERRY never repudiated or
apologized for his statements. Instead,
he has excused his behavior to youth.
Now his misleading, inaccurate, hate-
ful words are being used by a govern-
ment with an atrocious human rights
record against the United States.

That was a difficult time in our his-
tory. Passion and tensions were high.
Whatever one’s opinion of Vietnam,
our troops suffered because of this kind
of false witness to their efforts in Viet-
nam; and as a Vietnam veteran, I think
Mr. KERRY should apologize once and
for all and disavow those statements as
false before other nations decide to use
them.

——————

SAUDI ARABIAN ANTI-SEMITISM

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to speak out against the
continued pattern of anti-Semitism
and racism by the Saudi royal family.

Last month, Crown Prince Abdullah
was quoted as telling Saudi television
that ‘‘Zionists” were behind the May 1
attack on contractors at the Saudi oil
facility in Yanbu. The Crown Prince
was also quoted in a story appearing in
a Saudi newspaper as saying, ‘“‘Our
country is targeted; you know who is
behind all of this. It is Zionism.”

Enough is enough.
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This is not the first time I have come
to the floor to protest hatred ema-
nating from the kingdom. It is the first
time that I have come to the floor to
protest the scapegoating of Israel and
the Jewish people when, in fact, it was
Saudi radicals who perpetrated these
attacks. And it is not the first time
that I have spoken of the danger of
fueling the fires of religious extremism
and hatred.

The irony is that it is the Saudis who
have exported their homegrown terror-
ists throughout the world and have fi-
nanced these murders for over 20 years.
Only now when their own terrorists
have turned back against the Saudi
Royal Family are they remotely con-
cerned with anything about terrorism.

Continually spreading and advancing
of hateful and anti-Semitic rhetoric
only provides ammunition who those
who would support and condemn ter-
rorism. Enough is enough. The Saudis
have to stop.
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VOTE YES ON THE SPENDING
CONTROL ACT

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, for years, the Demo-
crats have offered a simple approach to
the American economy: Increased
taxes on the hard working American
people. For starters, we voted down
three proposals by the Democrats dur-
ing the debate on the budget. Each
would have raised taxes by over its $00
billion minimum to the American peo-
ple.

Last year Republicans rejected
Democrats’ alternatives to major legis-
lation that would have added almost $1
trillion to the deficit, Mr. Speaker.
Now I understand that they may be
proposing a resolution to the floor call-
ing for billions and billions of dollars
of, again, increased taxes to the hard
working American people.

I hope, and this week we should have
a chance, to reign in spending by vot-
ing in favor of the Spending Control
Act and some amendments to that Act.

As a member of the Committee on
the Budget, Mr. Speaker, I have heard
endless rhetoric by our friends the
Democrats about the deficit, but at the
end of the day, all they propose is more
spending and more taxes. If they are
serious, Mr. Speaker, about reducing
the deficit, then they will join us vot-
ing yes on the Spending Control Act.

—————

STOP THE CUTS IN VETERANS’
HEALTH CARE

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach the 4th of July, I rise in sharp
disagreement with the priorities of this
administration for our veterans. Amer-
icans everywhere will tell you that we
owe our Nation’s veterans a huge debt
of gratitude. We must fulfill the prom-
ises we have made to them. During a
time when hundreds of thousands of
our troops stand in harm’s way, we cer-
tainly must live up to our commit-
ments to veterans. They deserve the
very best health care our Nation can
provide.

I believe all of us in Congress feel the
same way, but why, then, will no one
from the other side stand up to reject
the Bush administration’s plan to cut
900 million from veterans health care
next year after the election? That is
another massive cut coming on top of
the budget that already underfunds
veterans’ health care by $1 billion.

Mr. Speaker, our veterans do not de-
serve this and they cannot afford it. I
urge my colleagues to demand the
Bush administration to stop the cuts in
veterans health care.
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AMERICAN FAMILY BUDGET ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the ques-
tion on the hearts and minds of mil-
lions of Americans was expressed last
week on the editorial pages of the Wall
Street Journal. Will Republicans step
up to control spending? In an age
where we have seen an extraordinary
increase in non-defense discretionary
spending, as a conservative member of
this institution, it is my honest hope
that we will answer in the affirmative
to that question.

And thanks to the leadership of the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN),
the gentleman from California (Mr.
Cox), the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HENSARLING) and the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. CHOCOLA) with the Amer-
ican Family Budget Act Congress is
poised to do just that.

Tomorrow we will consider the first
major budget process reform in 3 dec-
ades on Capitol Hill. And their initia-
tives will be a part of the amendments.
But some now are considering not even
bringing budget process reform to the
floor.

And I rise today to say, Mr. Speaker,
that we must today answer the ques-
tion in the affirmative. Will Repub-
licans step up and control spending? To
answer yes, Republicans must bring
spending reform to the floor tomorrow.
Debate it, amend it, and say yes to the
American people that fiscal discipline
is alive and well in the House of Rep-
resentatives and in this Republican
majority.

———

JOBS ARE COMING BACK IN OUR
ECONOMY

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
in this very negative bitter political
year, we hear a lot of negative stories.
I want to talk about something that is
good that is happening in America, and
that is jobs are coming back in our
economy.

If you take a look at what is hap-
pening in this economy, our U.S. econ-
omy is growing at the fastest rate it
has grown in 20 years. We have added
1.4 million jobs in economy since last
August alone.

In my home State of Wisconsin,
where we are so dependent on manufac-
turing jobs, we are seeing a great re-
covery in manufacturing. Over 3,000
jobs just last month alone in high paid
manufacturing jobs, almost 12,000 jobs
in total alone last month in the State
of Wisconsin.

So what is happening is the tax cuts
that passed a year ago, the good eco-
nomic policies that have been put in
place, the seeds that were planted are
bearing fruit and we are now on the
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