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I would like to also highlight some of
the remarkable individual feats that
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. PUT-
NAM) alluded to: the sensational saves
of goalie Nicolai Khabibulin to main-
tain a one-goal lead in one of the key
games; the work of Dave Andreychuk,
who was mentioned, he played for 22
years, waited this long to win the
Stanley Cup, setting a tie in terms of
the longest amount of service before
winning the Stanley Cup; Brad Rich-
ards, the MVP of the Stanley Cup play-
offs with 12 goals and 14 assists; the
scoring touch of Ruslan Fedotenko,
who scored both goals in Game 7
against Calgary; Martin St. Louie, who
is only 5 foot 9 inches tall, but makes
up for that with tremendous height and
heart, scored the thrilling goal in the
second overtime in Game 6 with Cal-
gary.

Many of these players I mentioned
and others received awards. Our Coach
Tortorella was honored with the Jack
Adams Award as the National Hockey
League’s coach of the year based on
this record. There are many teams that
have played in the NHL far longer than
the Tampa Bay Lightning who have
yet to obtain the Stanley Cup. That is
what makes this victory all the sweet-
er.

I would just close by saying that the
Tampa Bay Lightning did not just win
the Stanley Cup. They won with class,
with style, with grace, which I might
add is hard to do sometimes in the
fiercely competitive world of hockey.
They reflected on the outside what all
of us in the Tampa Bay area knew was
on the inside, that we represent a com-
munity with a lot of heart, a lot of de-
termination, a lot of perseverance, and
I want to join the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. PUTNAM) and other rep-
resentatives in the Tampa Bay area in
congratulating the owner, Bill David-
son; the general manager, Jay Feaster;
the coach; the players; the entire
Lightning organization; and all the
fans of Tampa Bay for a job well done.

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

On behalf of a very proud Tampa Bay
area, an area that has been growing an
awful lot of champions in a variety of
sports over the last several years, I
urge adoption of House Resolution 668.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Tampa Bay Lighting for winning
the 2004 Stanley Cup.

The Lighting is a remarkable success story.
Many people, including me, wondered whether
this expansion team could compete against
traditional hockey powerhouses when they
joined the league 12 years ago. We wondered
whether a sport played primarily in Canada
and the northern-most regions of America
could survive in an area where sand and sun
are the two top attractions. We wondered
whether the community would embrace a
team dominated by foreign players playing a
sport with rules unfamiliar to many of us.
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The answer to these questions is a re-
sounding yes. The Lighting has shown what
can be accomplished when you combine skill
with  hard work, determination, and an
unyielding will to win. Tampa Bay won the
Eastern Conference championship this year,
posting a stellar 46-22—-8—6 record along the
way. Then they defeated perennial hockey
powers New York Islanders, Montreal Cana-
dians, and Philadelphia Flyers to reach the
Stanley Cup finals.

The Lightning then endured a grueling
seven game final against a talented Calgary
team which used its physical-style of play to
batter and bruise the boys from Tampa Bay.
Goalie Nikolai Khabibulin posted one strong
game in goal after another. The under-sized
but over-achieving Right Winger, Martin St.
Louis—once a Flame—rifled shot after shot by
and around Calgary defenders. His remark-
able season ended with being named league
MVP. Center Vincent Lecavalier played with a
toughness which inspired his teammates, as
did Left Winger Ruslan Fedotenko, who de-
spite being slammed head-first into the boards
in game five, returned to score both of Tampa
Bay’s goals in game seven.

| want to congratulate Tampa Bay’s coach,
John Tortorella, for devising a winning strategy
and keeping his charges together during the
season’s many tough times. | also want to
commend Brad Richards, winner of the Conn
Smythe Trophy for finals MVP, and Dave
Andreychuk, the team’s captain, who finally
hoisted the Cup after an exemplary 22 year
career.

| am proud that Tampa Bay’s players won
with class and its fans celebrated with sports-
manship. The Lightning refused to engage in
the thuggery and cheap shots which contrib-
uted to Calgary’s demise. Their fans showed
that you can celebrate victory and revel in
championship without the rioting, looting, and
lawlessness in which fans in other so-called
big-time sports cities engage. Let there be no
doubt; Tampa is a big-time sports city, one
whose teams and fans set a standard which
others would do well to follow.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent the
hard-working men and women of the Tampa
Bay area in Congress. | am especially gratified
that two of its professional sports teams, the
Buccaneers and now the Lightning, have
reached the pinnacle of their professions and
shown the spirit, determination, and sports-
manship that have come to exemplify Tampa
Bay, or as others should call it, Titletown. |
commend the Lightning on winning the 2004
Stanley Cup and for capturing the imagination
and hearts of a city along the way. | wish
them well in next season’s title defense.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to praise
the Tampa Bay Lightning hockey
team, coaches and staff as 2003-2004
champions of the National Hockey
League.

One week ago today, the ‘‘Ning”
skated to a game seven victory and
won the coveted, 112-year-old cham-
pionship trophy: ‘‘Lord Stanley’s Cup.”

I'd also like to recognize the out-
standing, devoted fans of the Tampa
Bay area.

This year’s team showed the spirit,
work ethic, tenacity and sportsman-
ship that is illustrative of the Central
Florida community they live in.
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The players, coaches and staff not
only provide the fans with a great
sense of community by uniting them
and providing entertainment, many of
them give back to the community by
volunteering in schools, hospitals and
other community centers.

On behalf of the thousands of loyal
Lightning fans I represent in the sub-
urbs north of Tampa, I am delighted to
recognize the Tampa Bay Lightning for
winning the Stanley Cup last week.

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. PuTNAM) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 668, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
HONORING FORMER PRESIDENT
GEORGE HERBERT WALKER

BUSH ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 653) honoring former
President George Herbert Walker Bush
on the occasion of his 80th birthday, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 653

Whereas President George Herbert Walker
Bush served as the Forty-First President of
the United States and brought to the White
House a dedication to traditional American
values and a commitment to use American
strength as a force for good;

Whereas, during his Presidency, the Com-
munist empire dissolved, the Soviet Union
ceased to exist, and the Berlin Wall fell;

Whereas, during his Presidency, American
troops overthrew the corrupt regime of Gen-
eral Manuel Noriega;

Whereas President George H.W. Bush ral-
lied the United States people, the United Na-
tions, and Congress and sent over 500,000
American military personnel, who were
joined by approximately 200,000 military and
other personnel from allied nations, as part
of Operation Desert Storm, to defeat Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein’s million-man
army which invaded Kuwait and threatened
to move into Saudi Arabia;

Whereas President Bush and his very able
Secretary of State secured military and fi-
nancial support from the United Nations, re-
sulting in many nations participating, for
the first time ever, in paying their share of
the cost of a major war;

Whereas, during World War II, George H.W.
Bush answered the call to duty by enlisting
in the armed forces on his 18th birthday, be-
coming the youngest pilot in the Navy when
he received his wings, and flying 58 combat
missions, including being shot down by Japa-
nese antiaircraft fire and rescued by a
United States submarine, for which he was
awarded, among other decorations, the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for bravery in ac-
tion;

Whereas George H.W. Bush continued his
commitment to public service by serving two
terms as a Representative in the United
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States Congress from Texas, serving as Am-
bassador to the United Nations, Chairman of
the Republican National Committee, Chief of
the United States Liaison Office in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency;

Whereas George H.W. Bush campaigned for
the Republican nomination for President in
1980 and thereafter was chosen by Ronald
Reagan to be his running mate, and subse-
quently served as Vice President of the
United States with responsibility for several
domestic areas, including Federal deregula-
tion and anti-drug programs; and

Whereas, in 1988, George H.W. Bush won
the Republican nomination for President and
was elected as the Forty-First President of
the United States, probably brought the
greatest portfolio to the office of the Presi-
dency since Thomas Jefferson, and served
our Nation for four years with distinction
and integrity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors former President George H.W.
Bush on the occasion of his 80th birthday on
June 12, 2004, extends its congratulations and
best wishes to him and to his family, former
First Lady Barbara Bush, and his children,
President George W. Bush, the Honorable
Jeb Bush, Neil Bush, Marvin Bush, and Doro-
thy Bush Koch, and pays tribute to his life-
time of service on behalf of the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CARTER) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CARTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, last week was a somber
one for America. The Nation mourned
the loss of its beloved 40th President,
Ronald Wilson Reagan. All heard nu-
merous revealing accounts of President
Reagan’s leadership, compassion, and
humor.

One of the most touching stories told
during the past week was one by the
one-time political rival of President
Reagan, who ultimately became a close
associate and friend. The story took
place when President Reagan was
recuperating at George Washington
University Hospital following the as-
sassination attempt on his life on
March 30, 1981, just over 2 months after
he took office.

The story went like this: ““Days after
being shot, weak from wounds, (Presi-
dent Reagan) spilled water from a sink,
and entering the hospital room, aides
saw him on his hands and knees wiping
water from the floor. (The President)
worried that his nurse would get in
trouble.”

Mr. Speaker, the eloquent speaker of
these words was George H.W. Bush at
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President Reagan’s funeral last Friday
at the National Cathedral. Many people
may not have heard that President
George Bush, Bush ‘41, turned 80
years of age on Saturday because of the
Nation’s week-long celebration of
President Reagan’s life, which over-
shadowed President Bush’s birthday.
But today the House returns to its nor-
mal legislative business as we consider
House Resolution 653 that honors
President George H.W. Bush on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, few Presidents have
ever moved into the White House as
qualified to lead this Nation as one of
Texas’s most distinguished citizens,
George Herbert Walker Bush. As the
youngest pilot in the Navy, he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross after flying 58 combat missions
during World War II before returning
home to graduate as a member of Phi
Beta Kappa at Yale University, where
he also captained the baseball team.

After college, he became a successful
businessman in west Texas, earned two
terms as a Member of this House, and
served such high-profile positions as
ambassador to the United Nations, am-
bassador to China, chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee, and Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

In 1980 George H.W. Bush was elected
as part of the national Republican
ticket with Ronald Reagan and served
as Vice President for 8 years. Vice
President Bush became President Bush
41 when he was elected in 1988. In the
White House, President Bush was per-
haps best known for working to inspire
a ‘‘kinder, gentler America’ at home
and leading the Nation to free Kuwait
overseas. Following the August 1990 in-
vasion of Saddam Hussein’s Iraqi
forces, President Bush rallied the world
community, the U.S. Armed Forces,
and the American people to dislodge
Saddam Hussein’s army from its con-
trol of neighboring Kuwait.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HALL), my good friend, for
introducing this meaningful resolution
that wishes our 41st President, George
Herbert Walker Bush, a happy 80th
birthday, and that birthday was on
Saturday, June 12. And on Sunday,
June 13, I watched him jump out of an
airplane at College Station, and he
still has got plenty of spark.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, many of us looked in
awe as former President George Her-
bert Walker Bush parachuted from a
plane yesterday to celebrate his 80th
birthday. Today I am pleased to join
my colleagues to celebrate the entire
life of our former President on his 80th
birthday.

Born into a family known for its tra-
dition of public service and having
served his country in many important
posts, George Bush enlisted in the
armed services at the age of 18. The
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youngest pilot in the Navy when he
earned his wings, George Bush flew 58
combat missions during World War II.
So we can see the former President was
only continuing what he had first done
as a young pilot when he parachuted
from that plane yesterday.

After being shot down during a mis-
sion in the Pacific, he was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for bravery
in action. As President, George H.W.
Bush presided over the Nation through
major events in our history. These
events included the dissolution of the
Soviet Union; the tearing down of the
Berlin Wall; and the first war with
Iraq, Operation Desert Storm. Through
all of these events, President Bush
served his country with remarkable
dedication.

Today it is my privilege to thank
him for his hard work for our country
and to wish him a happy 80th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

O 1630

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I know
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HALL)
wanted to be here very badly for con-
sideration of H. Res. 6563 today, but his
flight was delayed, which I had a bad
experience with that last week so I
know exactly what he is going through,
and he is unable to be present. But I
want to highly commend him for put-
ting forth this resolution and doing all
the work on this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the adoption of House Resolu-
tion 653.

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 653, honoring former President
George Herbert Walker Bush on the occasion
of his 80th birthday on June 12.

Thousands of friends and supporters cele-
brated the former President’s birthday in
Houston and in College Station this past
weekend. In true George H.W. Bush style, the
former President capped the festivities in col-
lege Station by jumping from an airplane
above his presidential library at Texas A&M
University and earning his U.S. Army para-
chutist wings. He had trained to make a solo
jump, but wind and cloud conditions required
that it be a tandem jump. With a practice jump
made earlier Sunday, Mr. Bush has now made
five jumps, earning the parachutist badge.
One of those jumps was a solo skydive on his
75th birthday, and we can only assume that
he is likely to consider another solo jump in
the future.

This ability to rise to any challenge—fear-
lessly and with a sense of determination—
characterizes the life of our Forty-first Presi-
dent, who dedicated a lifetime to public serv-
ice and probably brought to the Nation’s high-
est office the greatest portfolio of any Presi-
dent since Thomas Jefferson.

His service began during World War I,
when he enlisted in the armed forces on his
18th birthday and was the youngest pilot in
the Navy when he received his wings. He flew
58 combat missions and was shot down by
Japanese anti-aircraft fire and rescued by a
United States submarine, for which he was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.

His service to his country continued as a
Unites States Representative from Texas for
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two terms. Thereafter he served as Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Chairman of the
Republican National Committee, Chief of the
United States Liaison Office in the People’s
Republic of China, and Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency.

From 1980 through 1988, he served Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and our Nation with dis-
tinction as Vice President, with responsibility
for multiple areas of government. His eloquent
tribute to Mr. Reagan at the National Cathe-
dral last Friday reflected his great friendship
and working relationship with President
Reagan as well as the late President’s values
and sense of humor.

In 1988 George H.W. Bush won the Repub-
lican nomination for President and was elected
as the Forty-First President of the United
States. His Administration was marked by a
magnitude of historic change as well as chal-
lenge. During his Presidency, building on the
policies and achievements of President
Reagan and previous Administrations, the
Communist empire dissolved, the Soviet Union
ceased to exist, and the Berlin Wall fell.

During his Presidency, American troops
overthrew the corrupt regime of General
Manuel Noriega. And during his Administration
President Bush launched what would become
one of the most successful military campaigns
of the late 20th century—Operation Desert
Storm. President Bush rallied the United
States, Congress, and the United Nations in a
campaign that would defeat Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein’s million-man army which in-
vaded Kuwait and threatened to move into
Saudi Arabia. Over 500,000 American military
personnel were joined by 200,000 military and
other personnel from allied nations, and the
cost of the war was shared by many nations
who participated.

| remember this time well, not only for what
it meant to our Nation, but because it also oc-
curred during a time of personal challenge for
my family. On the day that President Bush an-
nounced Desert Storm—ijust before he went
on national television to announce the cam-
paign—he took time from the immense pres-
sures of the day to call and extend his best
wishes to my family who were gathered at
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.
This gesture speaks volumes about his char-
acter and the compassion he demonstrated in
countless ways and in his Points of Light vi-
sion for the country. It is one of the most
poignant moments in my family’s life and one
for which | will be eternally grateful.

George H.W. Bush has been my friend for
many years. We were both Navy pilots, and
we are from the same generation and close to
the same age. He has been an inspiration to
me and to so many, as he gave so much of
himself to his country—and at the same time
also was a devoted husband to Barbara and
a great father to his children, our current
President George W. Bush, the Honorable Jeb
Bush, Neil Bush, Marvin Bush, Dorothy Bush
Koch, and for a brief but precious time to his
little girl, Robin, who died tragically in early
childhood.

Mr. Speaker, today | am honored to join my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
pay tribute to former President George H.W.
Bush for his lifetime of service on behalf of our
Nation and to honor him on the occasion of
his 80th birthday. May God continue to bless
him and his family—and may he be blessed
with the opportunity to make another solo
jump.
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Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 653, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING
SERVICE OF THOSE WHO VOLUN-
TEER TIME TO PARTICIPATE IN
FUNERAL HONOR GUARDS AT IN-
TERMENT OR MEMORIALIZATION
OF DECEASED VETERANS OF
UNIFORMED SERVICES OF
UNITED STATES AT NATIONAL
CEMETERIES

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 260) recognizing and hon-
oring the service of those who volun-
teer their time to participate in fu-
neral honor guards at the interment or
memorialization of deceased veterans
of the uniformed services of the United
States at national cemeteries across
the country.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 260

Whereas it is important that the Nation
provide proper respect and fitting recogni-
tion to deceased veterans;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices of the United States make significant
contributions to the general welfare of the
United States;

Whereas the furnishing of an honor guard
at the interment or memorialization of a de-
ceased veteran shows the proper respect to
those who have passed away after serving
their country;

Whereas the family of a deceased veteran
may request an honor guard service and de-
serves the comfort of knowing that a re-
spectful service will take place; and

Whereas currently there are many de-
mands placed on active duty units across the
country and there are not enough active
duty honor guard units available to perform
these important services: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress hereby rec-
ognizes and honors the service of those out-
side the active components of the Armed
Forces who volunteer their time to partici-
pate in funeral honor guards at the inter-
ment or memorialization of deceased vet-
erans of the uniformed services of the United
States at national cemeteries across the
country, as exemplified by the proud work
performed by the members of numerous pa-
triotic organizations across the TUnited
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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South Carolina (Mr. BROWN) and the
gentleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. BROWN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H. Con. Res. 260.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 260, to
recognize and honor the service of
those who volunteer their time to rep-
resent the military at veterans’ funer-
als.

Approximately 1,800 veterans of our
Armed Forces die every day. Eleven
hundred of them are World War II vet-
erans. An average of 236 burials take
place each weekday at the various VA
national cemeteries located through-
out the country. The families of many
of these veterans request that their
military service be recognized as they
are laid to rest.

A grateful Nation has assigned the
Department of Defense the responsi-
bility for responding to those family
requests through its military funeral
honors program. However, because ac-
tive duty service members are not al-
ways available, the Department must
rely on volunteers to provide the ap-
propriate honors in about one-third of
the requests. The remainder are per-
formed by active duty and reserve serv-
ice members of the five military
branches or National Guard members.

Since 2001, the law has required that
at least two members of the funeral
honors detail be members of the Armed
Forces, and at least one of them be a
member of the branch of service in
which the deceased veteran served. The
remainder of the honor guard may con-
sist of members of the Armed Forces or
members of veterans organizations or
other organizations approved by the
Secretary of Defense. At a minimum,
the honor detail performs a ceremony
that includes the folding and pre-
senting of the American flag to the
veteran’s next of kin and the playing of
Taps.

Mr. Speaker, according to the De-
partment of Defense, the number of
volunteers who participate with the
military in performing military fu-
neral honors at both national and pri-
vate cemeteries increased from 27,767
in 2000, to 51,688 in 2003. Given the de-
mands being placed on those currently
serving on active duty, this increased
volunteer participation is indispen-
sable to meeting our obligation to
honor the service of each deceased vet-
eran.
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