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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to allow seniors to 
file their Federal income tax on a new 
Form 1040S.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on the remaining 
motion to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered or on which a vote is objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken tomorrow. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE CRACKDOWN ON 
DEMOCRACY PROTESTORS IN 
TIANANMEN SQUARE, BEIJING, 
IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA ON THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THAT TRAGIC MAS-
SACRE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
655) condemning the crackdown on de-
mocracy protestors in Tiananmen 
Square, Beijing, in the People’s Repub-
lic of China on the 15th anniversary of 
that tragic massacre. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 655 

Whereas the United States was founded on 
the principle that all men and women are 
created equal and entitled to the exercise of 
their basic human rights; 

Whereas freedom of expression, assembly, 
association, and religion are fundamental 
human rights that belong to all people and 
are recognized as such under the United Na-
tions Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights; 

Whereas the horrific events of June 3–4, 
1989, in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, in the 
People’s Republic of China, reminded the 
world that these universal human rights are 
denied to the citizens of the most populous 
nation on earth by the Communist Party 
that rules in China; 

Whereas in recent days the Communist 
Government of China has stepped up harass-
ment of the relatives of people who lost their 
lives in the 1989 crackdown on democracy 
protestors in Tiananmen Square, in an ap-
parent effort to control dissent ahead of the 
15th anniversary of that tragic massacre; 

Whereas in recent weeks China’s Com-
munist Party leaders have been working to 
eliminate the residual influence of Zhao 
Ziyang, who was purged as Communist Party 
chief for opposing the 1989 crackdown on the 
Tiananmen protests, and are trying to erase 
his name from history; 

Whereas Zhao was last seen in public on 
May 19, 1989, when he tearfully begged stu-
dent protesters to leave Tiananmen Square, 
and was then promptly put under house ar-
rest and purged; 

Whereas the Communist Government of 
China declared martial law the next day and 
troops backed by tanks crushed the student 
movement on June 3–4, 1989; 

Whereas the demonstrations in Tiananmen 
Square were the manifestation of a demo-
cratic movement that had begun to spread 
across China following the death of the 
former General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the People’s Republic of China on 
April 15, 1989, and that had given rise to 
peaceful protests throughout China calling 
for the establishment of a dialogue with gov-
ernment and party leaders on democratic re-
forms, including freedom of expression, free-
dom of assembly, and the elimination of cor-
ruption by government officials; 

Whereas after that date thousands of pro- 
democracy demonstrators continued to pro-
test peacefully in and around Tiananmen 
Square in Beijing until June 3 and 4, 1989, 
when Chinese authorities ordered the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army and other security 
forces to use lethal force to disperse dem-
onstrators in Beijing, especially around 
Tiananmen Square; 

Whereas the report of the Chinese Red 
Cross on June 7, 1989, and the United States 
Department of State Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices for 1989, gave var-
ious estimates of the numbers of people 
killed and wounded in 1989 by the People’s 
Liberation Army soldiers and other security 
forces, and it is now believed by many that 
thousands were killed; 

Whereas 20,000 people nationwide suspected 
of taking part in the democracy movement 
were arrested and sentenced without trial to 
prison or reeducation through labor, and 
many were reportedly tortured; 

Whereas the Communist Government of 
China continues to suppress dissent by im-
prisoning pro-democracy activists, journal-
ists, labor union leaders, religious believers, 
and other individuals in China and Tibet who 
seek to express their political or religious 
views in a peaceful manner; 

Whereas credible sources estimate that the 
Communist Government of China continues 
to imprison as many as 2,000 Tiananmen 
Square activists, such as Yang Jianli, and 
denies such activists their basic human 
rights, such as access to legal counsel, con-
tact with their families, and trials within 
reasonable times; 

Whereas security agents of the People’s 
Republic of China have detained Chinese 
citizens who were planning activities to 
commemorate the 15th anniversary of the 
Tiananmen Square massacre, including the 
preparation of a video for presentation at 
this year’s United Nations Human Rights 
Commission meeting in Geneva on the 
deaths of their relatives and other victims 
who perished in Tiananmen Square; 

Whereas coincident with the 15th anniver-
sary of the Tiananmen Square massacre, the 
Communist Government of China has frus-
trated the efforts of Chinese citizens in Hong 
Kong to establish a gradual and orderly proc-
ess toward universal suffrage and the demo-
cratic election of the legislature and chief 
executive in Hong Kong as promised at the 
time of the reversion of Hong Kong to China 
in 1997 and as envisioned by the Basic Law of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion; 

Whereas despite an unprecedented public 
protest in Hong Kong on July 1, 2003, remi-
niscent of protests in Beijing shortly before 
June 4, 1989, the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress of the People’s 
Republic of China declared on April 26, 2004, 
that universal suffrage would not apply to 
the selection of the Chief Executive in Hong 
Kong in 2007 or to the selection of members 
of the Legislative Council in Hong Kong in 
2008; and 

Whereas June 4, 2004, is the 15th anniver-
sary of the date of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses sympathy to the families of 
those killed, tortured, and imprisoned as a 
result of their participation in the democ-
racy protests of June 3–4, 1989, in Tiananmen 
Square, Beijing, in the People’s Republic of 
China, and to all those persons who have suf-
fered for their efforts to keep that struggle 
alive during the past 15 years, and to all the 
people of China who lack fundamental 
human rights; 

(2) commends all persons who are peace-
fully advocating for democracy and human 
rights in China; 

(3) calls upon those nations participating 
in the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing to use 
opportunities created by the Games to urge 
China to fully comply with the United Na-
tions Declaration on Human Rights; 

(4) calls upon the Communist Government 
of China, its National People’s Congress, and 
any other groups appointed by the Com-
munist Government of China to honor its 
pledge of a ‘‘high degree of autonomy’’ made 
at the time of the Hong Kong reversion in 
1997, by permitting immediate elections for 
the Legislative Council of Hong Kong ac-
cording to rules approved by the Hong Kong 
people through an election-law convention, 
referendum, or both, and by leaving all revi-
sions of Hong Kong law to a legislature 
elected by universal suffrage; and 

(5) condemns the ongoing and egregious 
human rights abuses by the Communist Gov-
ernment of China and calls on that Govern-
ment to— 

(A) reevaluate the official verdict on the 
June 4, 1989, Tiananmen pro-democracy ac-
tivities and order formal investigations into 
the reported killing, torture, and imprison-
ment of democracy activists with the goal of 
bringing those responsible to justice; 

(B) establish a June Fourth Investigation 
Committee, the proceedings and findings of 
which should be accessible to the public, to 
make a just and independent inquiry into all 
matters related to June 4, 1989; 

(C) release all prisoners of conscience, in-
cluding those persons still in prison as a re-
sult of their participation in the peaceful 
pro-democracy protests of 1989, provide just 
compensation to the families of those killed 
in those protests, and allow those exiled on 
account of their activities in 1989 to return 
and live in freedom in China; and 

(D) release Dr. Yang Jianli, an organizer of 
the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, who 
has been illegally detained incommunicado 
by the Communist Government of China 
since April 26, 2002, and whose wife and 2 
children are United States citizens, and put 
an immediate end to the harassment, deten-
tion, and imprisonment of all Chinese citi-
zens exercising their legitimate freedoms of 
expression, association, and religion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH). 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
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gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
PELOSI), the Democratic leader. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS) for yielding me time and for 
his exceptional service and leadership 
as chair of the Human Rights Caucus of 
the House. I also want to acknowledge 
the great work and leadership of the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH). He has been a champion for 
human rights, and it has been my 
privilege to work with him over the 
years to promote international human 
rights. I thank him for his accommoda-
tion this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, the forward march of 
freedom has often been advanced by 
brave souls who defied the powers of 
their day to demand the liberties and 
human rights to which all people ev-
erywhere are entitled. 

This week the world pays tribute to 
the brave souls of Tiananmen Square 
who 15 years ago stood up for freedom, 
only to be met with a hail of bullet and 
a new era of repression. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join 
with my colleague, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COX), as well as the dis-
tinguished chairman, the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), and our 
ranking member, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) in sponsoring 
this resolution that remembers and re-
affirms. 

We remember the courage of the he-
roes of Tiananmen, and we reaffirm our 
Nation’s commitment to the principles 
of freedom and democracy of which 
they dreamed. In doing so, this resolu-
tion keeps alive the spirit of 
Tiananmen Square. The spirit of 
Tiananmen lives in the hearts of all 
freedom-loving people. 

We remember how millions of ordi-
nary students, workers and citizens 
marched in peace. How they raised the 
Goddess of Democracy and the image of 
our own Statue of Liberty. How they 
quoted our own Founding Fathers. We 
remember with sadness and outrage 
how the so-called People’s Liberation 
Army was unleashed on its own de-
fenseless people, slaughtering thou-
sands and searing into our consciences 
forever one of the most enduring im-
ages of the 25th century, the picture of 
a lone man before a tank, bringing a 
line of tanks to a grinding halt. 

Fifteen springs later, the spirit of 
Tiananmen lives on in the prison cells 
across China. Today, we once again call 
on Beijing to release the thousands of 
Tiananmen activists held to this day 
and all the prisoners of conscience 
whose only crime was to demand their 
basic human rights. The spirit of 
Tiananmen lives on in the exiles who 
fled their beloved homeland and who 
today carry on the struggle. In San 
Francisco, which I have the privilege of 
sharing representation with the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS), 
we are proud that many of these tal-
ented young people have enriched our 
community. But even as we observe 
their celebrations to our Nation, we 

work for a day when they may return if 
they so choose to their own nation, a 
free and democratic China. 

For too long the United States has 
pursued a policy of trickle-down lib-
erty. First, economic freedom and then 
they said political freedom will follow. 
The 15 years since Tiananmen have ex-
posed this policy as the illusion that it 
is. For a billion Chinese, freedom re-
mains a dream deferred. After all these 
years, journalists, activists, academics, 
workers and religious believers are 
still persecuted and, Mr. Speaker, tor-
tured. As this 15th anniversary nears, 
Beijing is still harassing and arresting 
dissidents and families of the 
Tiananmen victims. Meanwhile, Chi-
nese elites are enriched by global 
trade. And despite more than a decade 
of concessions from Washington, our 
trade deficit with China has grown 
from $2 billion a year to over $2 billion 
a week, to a dangerous $124 billion a 
year. 

The highest tribute we could pay on 
this anniversary would be to use our 
political and economic influence to ad-
vance the reforms advocated 15 years 
ago. 

Finally, the spirit of Tiananmen lives 
on in the hearts of the Chinese people, 
especially those in Hong Kong who 
have tasted freedom. In taking to the 
streets to demand democracy, the 
brave people of Hong Kong have been a 
stirring example to the world. On this 
anniversary, U.S. resolve in facing Bei-
jing would send a clear message to 
democratic reformers throughout Asia. 
Democracy in Asia is as crucial there 
as it is in the rest of the world. 

So it is that the spirit of Tiananmen 
endures and inspires. Tanks and troops 
may crush a protest, but they can 
never extinguish the flame of freedom 
that burns in every human heart. 

Mr. Speaker, on this day with this 
resolution we say to the people of 
China, including the people of Hong 
Kong and freedom-loving people every-
where, your cause is our cause. We will 
never forget. We will never forget. And 
in doing so we reaffirm our commit-
ment to a common dream: the day 
when the world’s most populous nation 
can at last be called the world’s largest 
democracy. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for her comments and for her 
leadership on this, and the prime spon-
sor of this resolution, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. COX). The Cox- 
Pelosi resolution before us is ex-
tremely important and very timely. 

Mr. Speaker, in December of 1996 
here in Washington, at the invitation 
of President Bill Clinton, General Chi 
Haotian, the Defense Minister of the 
People’s Republic of China, the general 
who was the operational commander of 
the soldiers who slaughtered pro-de-
mocracy demonstrators in and around 
Tiananmen Square in June of 1989, 
said, ‘‘Not a single person lost his life 

in Tiananmen Square.’’ According to 
General Chi, the Chinese Army did 
nothing more violent than, and I quote 
him, ‘‘pushing of people.’’ 

General Chi not only met with Mr. 
Clinton in the White House but was ac-
corded full military honors, including a 
19-gun salute and visits to military 
bases. Rather than getting the red car-
pet, Mr. Speaker, I would respectfully 
submit that General Chi should have 
been held to account for his crimes 
against humanity. 

Mr. Speaker, to counter the big lie 
that he proffered right here in Wash-
ington, D.C., I quickly put together 
and chaired a hearing of eyewitnesses 
to Tiananmen Square, to the massacre, 
including several Chinese, a former edi-
tor of the People’s Daily, and Time 
Magazine’s Beijing bureau chief. We 
also invited General Chi or anyone else 
to testify before our committee from 
the government of China. They were no 
shows, although we left a chair for 
them. 

One of our witnesses, a man by the 
name of Xuecan Wu, the former editor 
of the People’s Daily, was singled out 
by Li Peng for punishment and got 4 
years in prison for trying to tell the 
truth to his readers in Beijing. Mr. WU 
called General Chi’s lie about no one 
being killed ‘‘shameless’’ and told my 
subcommittee that he personally saw 
at least, and I quote him here, ‘‘at 
least 30 carts carrying dead and wound-
ed people.’’ 

Eyewitness Jian-Ki Yang, Vice Presi-
dent of the Alliance for a Democratic 
China, testified, and I quote, ‘‘I saw 
trucks of soldiers who got out and 
started firing automatic weapons at 
the people. Each time they fired the 
weapons, three or four people were hit, 
and each time the crowd went down to 
the ground. We were there for about an 
hour and a half. I saw 13 people killed. 
We saw four tanks coming from the 
square, and they were going very fast 
at a very high speed. The two tanks in 
front were chasing students.’’ 

Imagine that, Mr. Speaker, tanks 
chasing students. 

He went on to say, ‘‘They ran over 
the students. Everyone was screaming. 
We counted 11 bodies.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Time Magazine’s David 
Aikman, another eyewitness said, and I 
quote, ‘‘Children were killed holding 
hands with their mothers. A 9-year-old 
boy was shot seven or eight times in 
the back, and his parents placed the 
corpse on a truck and drove through 
the streets of northwest Beijing on 
Sunday morning. ‘This is what the gov-
ernment has done,’ the distraught 
mother kept telling crowds of pass-
ersby through a makeshift speaker sys-
tem.’’ 

Mr. Aikman went on to say in his 
testimony that ‘‘officials at the Chi-
nese Red Cross reported 2,600 people 
dead, but then they too were ordered to 
keep silent and to deny that they had 
ever given out such figures.’’ 
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Today, Mr. Speaker, 15 years after 

Tiananmen Square, after a brutal mas-
sacre, the Chinese government perpet-
uates General Chi’s Orwellian fabrica-
tion that no one died. It is now clear 
that thousands died and approximately 
7,000 were wounded. Fifteen years after 
Tiananmen Square, some 2,000 people 
remain incarcerated for peacefully ad-
vocating human rights. To be jailed by 
the Chinese, as we all know, means tor-
ture, humiliation, and severe depriva-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, in the early 1990s, the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) 
and I visited Beijing Prison Number 1, 
a bleak gulag where 40 Tiananmen 
Square prisoners were being unjustly 
detained. We saw firsthand the price 
paid by brave and tenacious individuals 
for peacefully petitioning their govern-
ment for freedom. And it was not pret-
ty. They looked like the walking skele-
tons of Auschwitz. 

Mr. Speaker, we do not know how 
many of those are still languishing in 
prison. Some, perhaps all of them, are 
still there; but of the 20,000 originally 
arrested and detained, like I said, ap-
proximately 2,000 continue in the 
gulags and in the Laogai of China. 

Mr. Speaker, let me say that, despite 
the hopes and expectation of some that 
robust trade with China would usher in 
at least a modicum of respect for 
human rights and fundamental lib-
erties, the simple fact of the matter is 
that the dictatorship in China op-
presses, tortures and mistreats mil-
lions of its own citizens. Moreover, 
China is the land of the one-child-per- 
couple policy, a barbaric policy that 
makes brothers and sisters illegal. 
Forced abortion, force sterilization and 
ruinous fines are routinely deployed to 
ensure compliance with this Draconian 
and utterly cruel family planning pol-
icy. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the U.S. 
Department of State, the government’s 
human rights record remains poor. 
They start off with that in this year’s 
report. And the government continues, 
the State Department goes on to say, 
to commit numerous and serious 
abuses. The Country Reports of Human 
Rights Practices also went on to say 
that there was backsliding. It was al-
ready bad and now it is even getting 
worse, and the word backsliding was 
used. And abuses including killing, tor-
ture, mistreatment of prisoners and 
forced confessions are among those 
that have gotten worse. 

Finally, let me say in April the Chi-
nese government openly gloated over 
the defeat once again of a U.S.-spon-
sored resolution at the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission. I would say par-
enthetically, given the makeup of the 
Commission, the outcome came as no 
surprise. Rogue nations proliferate and 
are all over that Commission. They 
make a beeline for that Commission to 
mitigate human rights adherence and 
enforcement and bringing rogue na-
tions to confront these abuses. 

In one stunningly absurd statement, 
Chinese Ambassador Sha Zukang said 

the U.S. proposal and the resolution 
was done out of, and this is his words, 
‘‘disappointment and jealousy.’’ 

I would just like to say to the Chi-
nese government and to Ambassador 
Sha Zukang, we proposed it because we 
care and we are in solidarity with the 
oppressed and we want to hold the op-
pressor to account. Disappointment 
and jealousy? I do not think so. This is 
all about trying to help those who are 
under the cruel boot of the Chinese dic-
tatorship. 

Mr. Speaker, I participated in the 
meetings in Geneva, and I confronted 
the Chinese leadership in an open 
forum. I have to say they were amaz-
ingly inept, and they were unpro-
fessional. All they could do during the 
course of the debate was to deny, to 
deny, and to deny and to question our 
motives. And then, when things were 
not going well for them, they abruptly 
ended the meeting. 

Mr. Speaker, someday the good and 
honorable people of China will live in 
freedom; and I believe the martyrs of 
Tiananmen who have suffered unspeak-
able horrors at the hands of a govern-
ment and were jailed and were wounded 
and murdered will be even more re-
vered and honored for their sacrifice 
than they are today. This resolution 
honors those courageous champions of 
freedom and democracy. I urge its pas-
sage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1845 
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Let me first pay tribute to my good 

friend, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. SMITH), who has been such an in-
defatigable fighter for human rights 
across the globe and particularly with 
respect to China and Tibet. 

Let me also recognize the enormous 
contributions to this fight of the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI), 
the Democratic leader, my friend and 
neighbor and colleague, representing 
San Francisco, and our distinguished 
colleague, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COX). 

Listening to my friend from New Jer-
sey, I am reminded of a picture I have 
in my office as one enters, and that 
picture, one of the most precious 
photos of all times, shows a lone young 
Chinese man standing up to a line of 
tanks, defying totalitarian tyranny 
with courage and devotion to the prin-
ciples that our Constitution was built 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, 15 years ago today, Chi-
na’s senior leaders huddled behind the 
walls of their compound near the For-
bidden City. They had a critically im-
portant decision to make, whether to 
reach out to the students and workers 
gathered in Tiananmen Square and ad-
dress their concerns about party cor-
ruption and lack of democracy or seek 
to squash the movement with force, if 
necessary. 

Sadly for the cause of freedom and 
justice and for the lives of thousands of 

young Chinese citizens, the leadership 
of China made the wrong decision. In-
stead of entering into a meaningful 
dialogue with those gathered in the 
Square, they launched a brutal crack-
down on the democracy movement, 
killing thousands and imprisoning 
many more. 

China’s leaders hoped that the world 
would forget the tragedy of Tiananmen 
Square, but fortunately for the cause 
of truth the victims of Tiananmen had 
mothers, mothers who have kept alive 
the memory of their slain children and 
demanded an apology from their gov-
ernment. 

For the past 10 years, Mr. Speaker, 
the Tiananmen Mothers Campaign has 
worked to document the brutal 1989 
crackdown by collecting the names of 
real victims and recording their indi-
vidual stories. In the face of enormous 
pressure from the Chinese Government, 
the Tiananmen Mothers have respect-
fully requested a government inves-
tigation into the massacre and a for-
mal apology for this gross violation of 
human rights. For their bravery alone, 
these women deserve the Nobel Peace 
Prize, which I earnestly urge the Nobel 
Committee to award them. 

The Chinese Government has re-
sponded by putting the Tiananmen 
Mothers under house arrest and prohib-
ited them from marking the June 4 an-
niversary in an appropriate manner. 
Once again, the government has made 
a shortsighted decision, repression, not 
dialogue. 

I am proud, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Congress of the United States stands 
today united with the victims of the 
Tiananmen massacre and with the fam-
ilies of the victims who will one day be 
feted as heroes in a free and democratic 
China. I wish that Europe would stand 
with the Tiananmen victims as well. 

Instead, the European Union is run-
ning headlong towards lifting the arms 
embargo it imposed on China, along 
with the United States, after the 
Tiananmen killings. In their desperate 
quest to earn some euros from the 
arms trade, France and Germany are 
pressuring the rest of the European 
Union to open the floodgates of weap-
ons sales to China. 

Mr. Speaker, the weapons that the 
Europeans will sell to the Chinese will 
be used to intimidate those who wish 
to speak out for freedom and to kill 
those who refuse to be intimidated. 
These weapons may also be used 
against American forces some day if we 
are ever called on to defend Taiwan 
against an unprovoked attack by the 
mainland. 

Mr. Speaker, the member states of 
the European Union appear to have 
lost their moral compass; and they 
have forgotten that developed, demo-
cratic nations must make policy deci-
sions which benefit human rights and 
international security but may harm 
mercantile interests back at home. It 
is my hope that this June 4th the Euro-
pean Union remembers those who were 
sacrificed in and around Tiananmen 
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Square 15 years ago and will refuse to 
yield to Chinese pressure. 

With passage of our resolution, we 
will tell those who continue to battle 
for truth, justice and freedom in China 
that we have not forgotten their cause. 
I strongly support the passage of this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
our time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COX), the chairman of the 
Select Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity. He is the prime sponsor of this 
resolution, and we appreciate his lead-
ership on this issue and on human 
rights in China. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman for the time. 

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI), who is the cospon-
sor of this resolution commemorating 
the 15th anniversary of Tiananmen 
Square. 

That day in June of 1989 is, of course, 
remembered for the tragedy, but it 
should also be remembered as one of 
the high points in the progress towards 
democracy in human rights in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. Because prior 
to the troops crushing the demonstra-
tors and their message, the message 
had already spread all over China, and 
looked at in a grander scale of time, 
there is no question what ultimately 
can and must happen here. The troops 
may have won the battle that day 
against the Chinese people, but they 
will not win the war so long as we re-
member, and we will never forget. So 
we are today commemorating this an-
niversary of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre. 

At the same time, we are supporting 
the people of China in their struggle 
for human rights. These democracy 
demonstrations that began in Beijing 
in April of 1989 spread quickly to other 
major cities and provinces throughout 
China. They were an inspiration to the 
world. 

As Communist regimes were falling 
in Russia and East Germany and Po-
land, Romania, Latvia, Lithuania, Es-
tonia, Ukraine, across Eurasia, the 
people of China were also seizing the 
moment to move to the next step in 
the development of their astounding 
civilization. 

The statue of the Goddess of Democ-
racy showed the world that China’s 
glorious civilization and their extraor-
dinary and wonderful culture for which 
we all owe a great debt of gratitude 
would advance still further in the 21st 
century so that the Chinese people 
would have a form of government wor-
thy of that culture and that civiliza-
tion. Finally, after centuries of feu-
dalism, colonialism and foreign inter-
ference, the people of China would have 
genuine human rights, the freedom of 
association, the freedom of assembly, 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, 
and the freedom to choose their own 
leaders. 

When the Chinese Army injured or 
killed hundreds of unarmed civilians, 
some people insisted that this showed 
the true face of China, but, of course, it 
did not. The true face of China was 
shown in the statue of the Goddess of 
Democracy. The true face of China was 
shown in those demonstrations 
throughout the provinces and all the 
major cities in the country. 

We want China to become a trust-
worthy member of the international 
community; and in some respects, cer-
tainly compared to cultural revolution 
and the reign of terror under Mao, 
things in China are much improved. 

Yet contrary to the drumbeat sound-
ed by some advocates of engagement, 
this resolution warns that China’s will-
ingness to engage in the world econ-
omy has not yet translated into evo-
lution toward democracy nor even an 
improvement in the Chinese people’s 
religious, human or worker rights. 

I will never forget the audience I had 
with Jiang Zemin in the Great Hall of 
the People when I asked him, because 
they were then advertising the village 
elections that they were having as a 
step on the road to democracy, when 
might we have elections in China for a 
mayor or a city council. He said to me, 
not for at least 20 years. I still do not 
know to this day whether that is ex-
actly what he said, because he might 
just as well have said not in my life-
time. It would have been literally a 
correct translation. 

Here we are many years later, and 
there have been no steps towards that 
kind of authentic democracy. In fact, 
in Hong Kong, where that kind of de-
mocracy under the one-country, two- 
systems model is eminently possible 
and achievable and where the people of 
Hong Kong wish devoutly to achieve 
that result, Beijing has just insisted, in 
violation of their guarantee in 1997 of 
the high degree of autonomy to the 
people of Hong Kong, that there will 
not be universal suffrage and free elec-
tions for the chief executive or for a 
legislative council in 2007 and 2008. 

With this resolution, Congress shows 
we remember and we will not forget. 
We insist that our country’s China pol-
icy promote freedom, human rights and 
the rule of law, religious and political 
freedom, free expression, free trade and 
free markets. 

Our long-standing friendship with 
China can only reach its full potential 
when the Chinese people enjoy these 
freedoms. These freedoms increasingly 
flourish along China’s borders. Peace 
and security for the Chinese people and 
all their neighbors are essential pre-
conditions for true political, social and 
economic progress. 

Mr. Speaker, the PRC cannot seek a 
spirit of cooperation between our gov-
ernments, as they claim to want during 
a recent visit by Vice President CHE-
NEY, and at the same time so horribly 
mistreat their own people. Americans, 
as friends of the people of China, are 
happy to hear words about the PRC’s 
government’s commitment to human 

rights. We are happy to see their pro-
posal of new amendments to their con-
stitution further guaranteeing these 
human rights, but unless these words 
are reflected in deeds, they are mean-
ingless. 

The reflections published in the Wall 
Street Journal today by Wang Dan, one 
of the leaders of the 1989 Chinese de-
mocracy movement, were poignant. He 
said, ‘‘It is clear to me as never before 
that the Tiananmen massacre was an 
unavoidable step in the long path to a 
free China and that true political re-
form can never come from within the 
Communist Party.’’ 

b 1900 
He lamented that ‘‘Communist lead-

ers, be they conservatives or 
reformists, are all wedded to retaining 
the current political system, complete 
with its problems such as corruption 
and lack of accountability. And far 
from easing its iron grip on all forms of 
political dissent, the new leadership 
now seems intent on extending it to 
Hong Kong.’’ 

It is striking, with all of the progress 
that we have seen in other areas, that 
the current Communist Party leaders 
in China have repudiated nothing that 
happened 15 years ago. As Wang Dan 
points out, that is because they under-
stand ‘‘that reevaluating the official 
description of the 1989 movement as 
counterrevolutionary would shake the 
foundations of the Communists’ grip on 
power.’’ 

Is it not a terrible irony that the cur-
rent leaders of the People’s Republic of 
China have their power because of the 
system that was enforced through 
these brutal means in 1989. 

One of the demonstrators, one of the 
organizers of what happened in 
Tiananmen Square, a student at the 
time, is now Dr. Yang Jianli. He and 
his wife and his two children have lived 
here in America for many years be-
cause he suffered under the punish-
ment, as so many Chinese freedom 
fighters, democracy activists do of 
exile. It is a horrible form of punish-
ment. You can never go back to your 
own country again. So he was banished 
and lived here in America. 

He decided that he wanted to go back 
to China; and when he set foot in the 
country, he was arrested. He has been 
in jail, held incommunicado, held with-
out access to legal counsel or any of 
the legal rights guaranteed him even 
under PRC law, for the last 2 years. His 
children have not seen their father. His 
wife, Christina Fu, is well known to 
many of us here because she has helped 
us enact resolutions that this Congress 
has passed in a show of support for the 
basic human rights that any human 
being, and certainly this American 
resident, is entitled to. His crime, of 
course, was supporting freedom and de-
mocracy. It has been nearly a year 
since the House of Representatives en-
acted House Resolution 199 by a unani-
mous vote of 412 to nothing. 

This legislation condemned and de-
plored the detention of Dr. Yang Jianli 

VerDate May 21 2004 03:10 Jun 03, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00081 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K02JN7.134 H02PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3688 June 2, 2004 
and the lack of due process afforded 
him. It called on the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China to re-
lease him immediately and uncondi-
tionally. The Bush administration has 
made the release of Dr. Yang one of its 
most important priorities, and the Vice 
President raised this at his recent sum-
mit. Yet the PRC has continued to vio-
late its own law and to act without re-
gard to international condemnation. 

In 2003, the United Nations, through 
its Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion, which I should point out is a 
group that includes Algeria, France, 
Paraguay, Hungary, and even Iran, a 
very diverse group, concluded that in 
this case continuing to hold Dr. Yang 
is a violation of the Universal Declara-
tion on Human Rights and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights. The U.N. working group 
clearly and specifically declared that 
Yang Jianli’s detention was illegal. 

It is not just that he is being de-
tained; it is that he is being abused. He 
is being virtually deprived of his 
human rights even as a prisoner. Not 
only was he arbitrarily placed for 
lengthy periods in solitary confine-
ment; he was handcuffed for so long 
that his wrists bled. He was denied ac-
cess even to books, newspapers, not to 
mention a lawyer. 

Releasing Dr. Yang would be a small, 
but important, gesture that the Com-
munist Government had learned some-
thing since Tiananmen Square. No 
such gesture, Mr. Speaker, has come. 

As we remember Tiananmen Square, 
we must remember that there are 
many, many cases like Dr. Yang’s. In 
fact, there are many, many cases of 
those who were murdered, tortured, 
and who are still in prison today. We 
must remind the dictators of the world 
yet again that individual freedom of 
expression is no mere internal affair of 
a government. It is a human right 
shared by all peoples and recognized by 
all civilized nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the 
passage by this House of this impor-
tant resolution marking this sad anni-
versary, but this joyful anniversary 
that eventually will see freedom in 
China. 

Article 19 of the United Nations’ Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights explicitly guaran-
tees the freedom to ‘‘receive and impart infor-
mation and ideas through any media regard-
less of frontiers.’’ 

According to Amnesty International, a grow-
ing number of Chinese people are being de-
tained or sentenced for peacefully expressing 
their views or downloading information on the 
Internet. The detained include students, polit-
ical dissidents, Falun Gong practitioners, work-
ers, writers, lawyers, teachers, civil servants, 
former police officers, engineers, and busi-
nessmen. 

Signing online petitions, calling for reform 
and an end to corruption, planning to set up 
a pro-democracy party, publishing ‘‘rumours 
about SARS,’’ communicating with groups 
abroad, opposing the persecution of the Falun 
Gong and calling for a review of the 1989 
crackdown on the democracy protests are all 

examples of activities considered by the 
PRC’s dictatorial regime to be ‘‘subversive’’ or 
a danger to ‘‘state security.’’ Such charges al-
most always result in prison sentences. 

China is also renowned for aggressive cen-
sorship of the Internet. Web sites of human 
rights organizations, and numerous inter-
national news sites are regularly blocked by 
government-controlled routers. 

There is a role for the United States to play 
in this fight for free expression. We can pro-
mote the exchange of ideas and disseminate 
accurate information. Our efforts to do so be-
hind the Iron Curtain were instrumental in em-
powering citizens living under Soviet Com-
munist rule. It is now time to focus our efforts 
on a different Communist regime and a new 
technology. 

The ability of people around the world to 
freely access news and information via the 
Internet may be the greatest threat to tyranny 
and the most powerful weapon possessed by 
free people that we have seen in our lifetimes. 
Indeed, Internet access is rapidly expanding in 
China. According to official statistics, the num-
ber of Internet users had risen to 79.5 million 
by December 2003 from 59.1 million users in 
December 2002—an increase of 34.5 percent. 

But, just as Communist governments during 
the Cold War sought to keep uncensored 
news from their people by jamming Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Liberty, the govern-
ment of China today retains strict control over 
the information Chinese citizens can access 
on the Internet. During the past few years, 
Beijing has passed sweeping regulations that 
prohibit unauthorized news and commentary 
on Internet sites, and officials arrest and im-
prison those who violate these laws. Authori-
ties in China routinely block websites they be-
lieve a danger to their hold on power, includ-
ing those of dissident groups and foreign news 
organizations, like the Washington Post, the 
New York Times, the BBC, and the Voice of 
America. 

Dictatorial regimes like China have been ag-
gressively blocking access to the Internet with 
technologies such as firewalls, filters, and so- 
called black boxes. In addition, these oppres-
sive governments monitor Internet, email, and 
message boards for key words. They also de-
velop lists of users who visit particular sites, 
and when they believe that a web user or pub-
lisher is a threat to their power, they don’t 
hesitate to act on this information. 

According to Human Rights Watch, Chinese 
web publisher Huang Qi, after enduring a 3- 
year detention, was finally sentenced last 
summer to 5 years in prison for the crime of 
subversion. What was he publishing? The on-
line equivalent of our milk carton notices about 
missing persons. He had dared to create a 
website at which people could share informa-
tion about missing friends and family members 
and he actually helped rescue several young 
girls who had been abducted and sold into 
marriage. Because his site also featured criti-
cism of several state-run agencies, he now 
spends his days in prison. 

The U.S. private sector is developing a 
number of technologies to combat Internet 
blocking. Unfortunately, the U.S. government 
has contributed few resources to assist these 
efforts and to put the new technologies to use. 

That is why I joined Congressman TOM LAN-
TOS, Senator JON KYL, and Senator RON 
WYDEN in authoring H.R. 48, the Global Inter-
net Freedom Act, which would create a new 

Office of Global Internet Freedom within the 
International Broadcasting Bureau. The Office 
would develop and implement a global strat-
egy to combat state-sponsored and state-di-
rected Internet jamming and persecution of 
those who use the Internet. The Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, which passed the 
House on July 16, 2003 but has been stymied 
by the other body, authorizes $8 million per 
year for the Office of Global Internet Freedom. 

With the Global Internet Freedom Act, within 
the larger State Department bill, Congress can 
authorize $8 million annually to the proposed 
Office of Global Internet Freedom so that the 
U.S. can devote more resources to ensuring 
worldwide access to information and give 
those who strive for true freedom the tools 
they need to outwit the thought police. 

The Chinese people certainly still need 
these tools, because the thought police in Bei-
jing have obviously not learned from the 
SARS tragedy. While some might have hoped 
that this deadly lesson would lead to greater 
openness on the part of the regime—and per-
haps some restraint in its ongoing campaign 
to block the free exchange of information via 
the Internet and other media—recent events 
suggest that the tyrants of Beijing are moving 
in the other direction. 

Despite the early release of several high- 
profile Tibetan dissidents, suppression of polit-
ical dissent and restrictions on religious free-
dom continue throughout Tibet and neigh-
boring areas of the PRC. According to the 
Tibet Information Network, those early re-
leases were quickly off-set by further arrests 
of Tibetan dissidents in other Chinese prov-
inces. For instance, a popular singer was de-
tained in March 204 because of the political 
content of his songs, and in February, a young 
monk was arrested at his monastery for pos-
sessing a photograph of the Dalai Lama. 

Meanwhile, in northwest China, the inter-
national war against terrorism is used to justify 
harsh repression in Xinjiang, home to China’s 
mainly Muslim Uighur community. Several 
mosques have been closed, use of the Uighur 
language has been restricted and certain 
Uighur books and journals have been banned. 
The crackdown against suspected ‘‘separat-
ists, terrorists and religious extremists’’ intensi-
fied following the start of a renewed security 
crack-down in October 2003. Arrests continue 
and hundreds of dissidents remain in prison. 

Members of unofficial spiritual or religious 
groups, including some Qi Gong groups and 
unregistered Christian groups, continue to be 
arbitrarily detained, tortured and ill-treated. De-
tained Falun Gong practitioners, including 
large numbers of women, are at risk of torture, 
including sexual abuse, particularly if they 
refuse to renounce their beliefs. 

It is fitting that, as we debate this resolution, 
the Victims of Communism Memorial is near-
ing construction on Capitol Hill. The Memorial, 
which will commemorate this struggle by pay-
ing tribute to more than 100 million victims of 
Communist atrocities around the world, will 
prominently feature a replica of the Goddess 
of Democracy statue created by pro-freedom 
activists in Tiananmen Square, in addition to 
an eternal flame to the victims of Communism 
and bronze panels with quotes from heroes of 
the Cold War. 

Wang Dan said, ‘‘The 1989 student move-
ment played an invaluable role in pointing out 
the path to democracy in China. Without it, we 
would still be clinging to the myth that a small 
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group of enlightened Communist officials could 
rescue China from totalitarian rule. Instead we 
have learned from our mistakes that year, and 
realized that China’s democratization must be 
a bottom-up process, driven by forces outside 
the Communist system.’’ 

Today, on a bipartisan basis, Congress 
stands united in support of freedom for the 
people of China. Fifteen years ago, 
Tiananmen Square marked not only a tragedy, 
but a decisive turning point in the fight for 
freedom. People’s Liberation Army troops won 
the battle against the Chinese people that day, 
but they will surely lose the war to imprison 
the human spirit—because we will never for-
get. The day will soon come when all of the 
Chinese people will have the right to speak 
and debate freely. The hope symbolized by 
the Goddess of Democracy will ultimately tri-
umph. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield such time as he may 
consume to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH). 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) for yielding me 
this time. 

I want to thank, first of all, the spon-
sor of the resolution, the gentleman 
from California (Mr. COX), for a very el-
oquent statement, and my good friend 
and colleague, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS), for his very el-
oquent statement and for a long-stand-
ing commitment to human rights in 
China, as well as everywhere else in the 
world where those rights are abridged. 

I just want to make a couple of 
points very briefly. I would hope that 
every Member, and I am sure they will 
by the time this is voted upon with a 
recorded vote, probably tomorrow, to 
read, those who have not read the full 
text. And I commend the maker of this 
resolution, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COX), for being so com-
prehensive not just in the whereases 
but in the operative clauses. 

He mentioned, I think a moment ago, 
about the Tiananmen mothers. They 
sent videos to Geneva to the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission. And be-
cause they presented a video to those 
who were there supposedly gathering 
information about human rights abuses 
anywhere and everywhere in the world 
where there is abuse, for that these 
Tiananmen mothers were not only ar-
rested, and were subsequently, we un-
derstand, let go, but they now are 
being watched. 

These are the mothers who have lost 
loved ones, sons or daughters, in 
Tiananmen Square and the days that 
followed. And the burden they carry 
having lost their loved ones is only ex-
acerbated by the cruelty of the moth-
ers now being harassed by the dictator-
ship in Beijing. 

The resolution also calls for the re-
lease of Dr. Yang Jianli, another vet-
eran of the Tiananmen Square protest 
of 1989, who has been illegally detained 
in China for over 2 years, so that he 
may be reunited with his wife and two 
children in the United States. It is 
time to let Dr. Yang go, and I hope 

that the Chinese get that message 
very, very quickly from what I hope 
will be a very bipartisan support for 
this resolution. 

It also calls upon nations partici-
pating in the 2008 Olympics to use the 
opportunities created by the games to 
urge China to fully comply with the 
United Nations Declaration of Human 
Rights. I would remind my colleagues 
that when the Chinese wanted the 
Olympics 2000, they let out some very 
prominent dissidents, including Wei 
Jingsheng. I happened to be in Beijing 
on a human rights trip when he was let 
out. I met with him. When they did not 
get the Olympics, they went back and 
rearrested him and put him back into 
the Laogai and into the gulag in China. 
A very cynical approach. 

This time they got the Olympics, and 
they did nothing whatsoever to deserve 
them. So, hopefully, the venue of the 
2008 Olympics will be used by those 
who care about human dignity and 
human rights to raise these issues very 
substantively. 

There is also the issue of asking for 
the establishment of a June 4 inves-
tigation committee. There has been an 
absolutely absurd whitewash of what 
happened the day of June 4 and the 
days that subsequently followed as a 
result of the Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre and all of the killings that oc-
curred afterwards. The Chinese Govern-
ment has made part of their three noes, 
or nonmentionables, the idea you can-
not even mention Tiananmen Square; 
and if you do, you will suffer their bru-
tality. 

This is a very, very important resolu-
tion. Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
for his graciousness in yielding this ad-
ditional time to me. We have no fur-
ther speakers, and I yield back to the 
gentleman. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

This Congress always does its best 
work when it stands united. On this 
issue, my colleagues, the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. COX) 
and the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI), and I stand shoulder to 
shoulder in striking a blow for freedom 
for the Chinese people. 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, over the past 
couple of months, I have been working with 
the Victims of Communism Memorial Founda-
tion as they and the National Park Service 
have searched for a suitable location for the 
Victims of Communism Memorial here in our 
Nation’s Capital. The memorial, authorized by 
P.L. 103–199, will honor over 100 million vic-
tims of communist atrocities around the world. 

With a death toll greater than that of all of 
the wars of the 20th century combined, com-
munism has cast a shadow of terror from Ber-
lin to Beijing, from Hanoi to Havana. The 
struggle of men and women against com-
munism in these and other places must not be 
forgotten. As the world’s leader in challenging 
Communist oppression, the United States can-
not afford to forget the cost of communism 
and the reason for our struggle against it. 

The Victims of Communism Memorial will 
commemorate this struggle by paying tribute 
to those who have lost their lives to Com-
munist tyranny. An enduring reminder of their 
sacrifice, the memorial will stand as a testi-
mony to future generations of Americans, a 
solemn remembrance of the lives lost to Com-
munist oppression and of the purpose of our 
Nation’s fight against communism and for the 
cause of freedom. 

This story is not only an international story 
but also an American story. An estimated 26 
million Americans trace their origins to former 
Communist countries. 

The Victims of Communism Memorial Foun-
dation has designed a memorial featuring a 
replica of the Goddess of Democracy statue 
created by pro-freedom activists in Tiananmen 
Square, including an eternal flame to the 
memory of the victims of communism and 
bronze panels with quotes from heroes of the 
cold war. This design is still pending approval 
of federal commissions. 

The Chinese Embassy recently contacted 
the National Park Service to express objection 
to the design’s use of the Goddess of Democ-
racy statue, stating that it is an ‘‘anti-China 
sign.’’ This week, as we remember the fif-
teenth anniversary of the tragic events in 
Tiananmen Square and the democracy 
protestors who stood their ground there, we 
remember the importance of that statue—not 
as a symbol that is ‘‘anti-China’’ but as one 
that is pro-democracy and pro-freedom. That 
statue represented the hopes of a people for 
democracy and freedom in their land. Their 
courage and sacrifice in standing firm in these 
hopes have inspired people around the world. 
A replica of their Goddess of Democracy stat-
ue will be a fitting element of the memorial 
commemorating the millions who have strug-
gled against communism and for freedom. 

H. Res. 655 condemns the crackdown of 
those who stood for these freedoms in 
Tiananmen Square. With the Victims of Com-
munism Memorial, we look to honor all who 
have suffered as they stood for freedom in the 
face of Communist tyranny. I urge my col-
leagues to support these efforts. 

We here have the great blessing of living in 
a country built on the ideals of democracy. We 
do well to remember that there are others in 
the world who have not enjoyed the same 
freedoms. May we never forget their suffering 
nor take for granted the ‘‘land of the free’’ in 
which we live. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FEENEY). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 655. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 
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