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combat in North Africa in 1943, to President
Truman’s desegregation order in 1948, the
Tuskegee Airmen battled racism and hatred at
every turn.

They represented their country when we
needed them most, and, despite all hardships,
they did so with class, professionalism, and
excellence, earning distinction among the
Army Air Corps’ most decorated pilots.

The Tuskegee Airmen served with pride and
honor, and returned home to find that the free-
doms they had fought so hard to preserve
were not extended to them. Instead of being
welcomed as the heroes they were, they faced
intense segregation in the very land many of
them gave their lives to protect. Still, they held
their heads high and continued to struggle for
justice and equality, this time not in a far-of
nation, but from their homes in rural Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, we are all beneficiaries of the
work of these brave men both at home and
abroad, and | am privileged to count several of
them among my constituents.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from OKla-
homa (Mr. COLE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 417.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

RECOGNIZING 60TH ANNIVERSARY
OF ALLIED LANDING AT NOR-
MANDY DURING WORLD WAR II

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate joint resolution (S.J. Res. 28)
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the
Allied landing at Normandy during
World War II.

The Clerk read as follows:

S.J. RES. 28

Whereas June 6, 2004, marks the 60th anni-
versary of D-Day, the first day of the Allied
landing at Normandy during World War II by
American, British, and Canadian troops;

Whereas the D-Day landing, known as Op-
eration Overlord, was the most extensive
amphibious operation ever to occur, involv-
ing on the first day of the operation 5,000
naval vessels, more than 11,000 sorties by Al-
lied aircraft, and 153,000 members of the Al-
lied Expeditionary Force;

Whereas the bravery and sacrifices of the
Allied troops at 5 separate Normandy beach-
es and numerous Dparatrooper and glider
landing zones began what Allied Supreme
Commander Dwight D. Eisenhower called a
“Crusade in Europe’” to end Nazi tyranny
and restore freedom and human dignity to
millions of people;

Whereas that great assault by sea and air
marked the beginning of the end of Hitler’s
ambition for world domination;
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Whereas American troops suffered over
6,500 casualties on D-Day; and

Whereas the people of the United States
should honor the valor and sacrifices of their
fellow countrymen, both living and dead,
who fought that day for liberty and the
cause of freedom in Europe: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress—

(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of the
Allied landing at Normandy during World
War II; and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe the anniversary with ap-
propriate ceremonies and programs to honor
the sacrifices of their fellow countrymen to
liberate Europe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. RYUN) and the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. SNYDER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. RYUN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S.J. Res. 28.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, 60 years ago this
month, on June 6, 1944, Allied airborne
and seaborne forces invaded Normandy,
France, at the start of Operation Over-
lord. On that first day, more than
150,000 Allied military personnel came
ashore and over 6,500 American troops
became casualties.

Leading the overall Allied effort in
what he would describe as a ‘‘Crusade
in BEurope’” was a Kansas native, Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower. Among the
first wave of soldiers on June 6 to
storm ashore into the devastating fires
of the German defenses were soldiers of
the 1st Infantry Division, a proud
Army unit with long-standing ties to
Fort Riley, Kansas, which I am privi-
leged to represent.

By the end of the ‘“‘Crusade in Eu-
rope,”’ the 1st Division, also known as
the Big Red One, had suffered more
than 21,000 casualties among the nearly
44,000 men who had served in its ranks.
Sixteen of its soldiers were awarded
the Medal of Honor. The division’s
motto exemplified its service: ‘““No mis-
sion too difficult, no sacrifice too
great. Duty first.”

Mr. Speaker, this resolution properly
honors the valor and sacrifices of our
fellow countrymen who 60 years ago
answered the call to duty and fought to
restore freedom and human dignity to
millions of people.

This resolution should also remind
us, Mr. Speaker, that today many tens
of thousands of American military men
and women are fighting a global war on
terrorism. In the process, they are
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again answering the same call to duty
as the men of D-Day. While the places
and enemies have changed, the objec-
tive has not. They fight today to pro-
tect America and to restore freedom
and human dignity to millions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution. It truly is a
recognition and celebration of the
brave deeds by bold men who earned a
rightful place in American history over
60 years ago in the landing zones,
beaches and battlefields of Normandy.
But as we celebrate their achieve-
ments, let us not forget that bold brave
men and women continue to serve this
Nation admirably around the world.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for a ‘‘yes’ vote
as a fitting honor for today’s heroes.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Sen-
ate Joint Resolution 28, introduced by
Senator BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL,
and commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH),
the chairman of the Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs, for introducing an iden-
tical bill in the House, H.J. Res. 93.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution recog-
nizes the 60th anniversary of one of the
most important and critical military
operations of World War II, the Allied
landing at Normandy on June 6, 1944.

This past Saturday, we honored
World War II veterans with the official
dedication of the first National Memo-
rial that honors all those who served in
the Second World War. This memorial
is a tribute to the band of brothers who
fought to restore freedom and liberty
for all across the world.

The turning point in the fight to lib-
erate Europe from the Nazis during
World War II was the successful Allied
invasion of France on June 6, 1944.
While officially named Operation Over-
lord, ‘‘D-Day”’ will forever be known as
the day the Allied forces stormed the
beaches of Normandy that fateful
morning.

As the Supreme Commander, General
Dwight D. Eisenhower led the largest,
most aggressive air, land and sea cam-
paign ever undertaken during World
War II. On that day, the forces of lib-
erty stared down the evils of fascism.
Five thousand naval vessels, including
3,000 landing crafts, carried 153,000 Al-
lied forces across the channel to hit the
beaches of Normandy.

While Gold, Juno Sword and Utah
were taken by our allies and American
forces with relatively minor opposi-
tion, for American forces that fought
on the sands at Omaha, D-Day will for-
ever live in their minds and hearts.

The landing at Omaha truly captured
the bravery, determination and for-
titude of the American soldier. Many of
them never reached the shores of
Omaha, heavily fortified and defended
by the Germans. Nearly 2,500 were
killed or wounded in the attack.

As the sun set on June 6, 1944, over
6,000 soldiers gave their lives that ex-
traordinary day. Their sacrifices and
those of all who fought that day al-
lowed over 100,000 men and 10,000 vehi-
cles to come ashore that evening, the
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first wave of Americans that would be
sent to the European continent to de-
feat Nazi Germany.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 6 minutes to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the sponsor of
this resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to urge all of my
colleagues to support S.J. Res. 28, a
resolution recognizing the sixtieth an-
niversary of the Allied landing at Nor-
mandy.

Mr. Speaker, like many of my col-
leagues, this past weekend both my
wife Marie and I joined with President
Bush, former Senator Bob Dole and
tens of thousands of veterans, many of
them from the Second World War, as
the new National World War II Memo-
rial was dedicated.

As Marie and I stood on the Mall, we
were reminded of the valor and sac-
rifice of millions of American men and
women who wore our Nation’s uniform
during this war, including my father, a
combat Army veteran who saw horrific
combat that began in New Guinea and
ended in the Philippines, and my wife’s
father, who served with honor and dis-
tinction on the USS Canberra in the
South Pacific.

Several of our relatives saw combat
during the Second World War, includ-
ing Marie’s uncle, Joseph Hahn, of the
29th Division, 116th Regiment, 121st
Engineering Battalion, who hit the
beaches on that historic day when the
tides of war were turned in our favor.
Corporal Hahn hit the beach on Omaha
Beach on June 6, and he was part of
that very courageous group of men who
bravely fought their way through one
of the most treacherous battlefields in
history and made it to St. Lo on July
18th. Six weeks to advance about 30
miles underscores how bad that battle
really was and how vociferous were the
forces that were arrayed against them.
But they prevailed!
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It occurred to me at the monument
dedication Saturday, Mr. Speaker, that
World War II could have had a different
outcome and could have turned out dif-
ferently. Nowhere is this more evident
than the D-Day landings on June 6 of
1944.

Many Americans look back upon D-
Day and think that it was the inevi-
table beginning of Europe’s liberation
from the clutches of Nazi Germany.
Yet, on June 6, 1944, failure was still
possible. In fact, when we pause and
consider the magnitude and the scale
of such an enormously complicated
military operation waged by multiple
nations, it sometimes seems amazing
that the operation ever succeeded.

Historian Stephen Ambrose put the
significance of this operation into per-
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spective. He said, ‘“You can’t exag-
gerate it. You can’t overstate it. D-Day
was the pivot point of the 20th century.
It was the day on which the decision
was made as to who was going to rule
this world in the second half of the 20th
century. Is it going to be Nazism, is it
going to be Communism, or are the de-
mocracies going to prevail?”’ He goes
on to say, ‘“‘If we would have failed on
Omaha Beach and on the other beaches
on the 6th of June in 1944, the struggle
for Europe would have been a struggle
between Hitler and Stalin, and we
would have been out of it.”

Mr. Speaker, it is worth noting that
even General Dwight D. Eisenhower
himself was not completely confident
of victory. Prior to the launch of the
great amphibious assault, he scribbled
a note, a brief note about what he
would say to the press in the event
that the invasion failed, and he kept it
in his wallet. While General Eisen-
hower had reasonable faith in his war
plan, he was also fully cognizant of just
how badly things could go awry in the
fog of war, even if everything else had
gone perfectly and went out on sched-
ule.

As we all know now, Mr. Speaker, as
dawn broke on June 6, 1944, a great in-
vasion force stood off the coast of Nor-
mandy awaiting the commencement of
Operation Overlord. In all, there were
nine battleships, 23 cruisers, 104 de-
stroyers, and 71 large landing craft of
various descriptions, as well as troop
transports, mine sweepers, and
merchantmen. Combined, these forces
constituted nearly 5,000 ships of every
type, the largest armada ever assem-
bled. Allied air forces flew 11,000 sorties
to provide air cover, bomb fortifica-
tions, and, most importantly, to pin
down German tanks poised to drive any
Allied beachhead back into the sea.

As Operation Overlord continued,
several of the Allied beach landings
went relatively smoothly and accord-
ing to plan. But at the beach code-
named Omaha, many things seemed to
go wrong all at once for the primarily
American force. According to some es-
timates, barely one-third of the first
wave of attackers ever reached dry
land. Only sheer bravery and the monu-
mental effort of human will posed
against impossible odds carried the day
at Omaha Beach. About 2,500 men were
killed or wounded at Omaha Beach
alone.

By the end of D-Day, the total of
dead and injured topped 9,000. The
American share was about 6,500. Among
the American airborne divisions, about
2,600 became casualties. Canadian
forces experienced about 1,100 casual-
ties, and another 3,000 British soldiers
were Killed or wounded. Approximately
one-third of the casualties were killed
in action.

Despite the losses and the unspeak-
able hardship endured by so many, the
invasion succeeded. More than 100,000
men and 10,000 vehicles came ashore
that day, the first of millions who
would join them and finally put an end
to Nazi Germany.
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Mr. Speaker, our Nation must never
take for granted the sacrifices that
were made to liberate Europe and to
preserve freedom. We must never for-
get the veterans who scaled the cliffs
and stormed the beaches of Normandy
against overwhelming odds.

I urge all Members to strongly sup-
port this resolution.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. EVANS), the ranking member of
the House Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution, a measure to
recognize the 60th anniversary of D-
Day in honor of the Allied forces who
participated in that battle.

I want to thank the ranking member,
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON), and the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. SNYDER), and the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman
HUNTER) for their leadership as well.

Mr. Speaker, the World War II era
was a decisive time for this Nation and
the world; and June 6, 1944 marked per-
haps the most decisive moment of that
time. Winston Churchill, while dis-
cussing with President Franklin Roo-
sevelt the Allied landing on the beach-
es of Normandy stated, ‘“This is much
the greatest thing we have ever at-
tempted.”

The D-Day landing on the Normandy
beaches was the largest air, land, and
sea invasion that was ever undertaken.
Operation Overlord started in the early
hours of June 6, 1944, and the battle for
Normandy would continue throughout
the summer. Indeed, the war in Europe
would wage for nearly another year,
until May 8, 1945. It is clear now, how-
ever, that D-Day was the beginning of
the end for the war in Europe and Hit-
ler’s forces.

The Allied forces participating in
that invasion suffered nearly 10,000 cas-
ualties. American troops suffered over
6,600 casualties that day. Over 9,000
American servicemembers now rest on
the hallowed grounds of the World War
II Normandy-American Cemetery and
Memorial, situated on a cliff over-
looking Omaha Beach and the English
Channel, a peaceful and lasting tribute
to a generation.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is indeed
an important measure as we approach
the anniversary of D-Day. Let us honor
and celebrate the commitments and
sacrifices of our servicemembers; their
efforts that day will forever stand as a
defining moment in history. I urge all
Members to support the resolution.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers; however, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON), the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. SNYDER), for yielding me this
time.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my
strong support for this resolution au-
thorizing and recognizing the 60th an-
niversary of the Allied landing at Nor-
mandy, France, during the Second
World War. By supporting this resolu-
tion, we not only encourage Americans
everywhere to honor the heroic deeds
and the sacrifices made by the brave
Allied troops on June 6, 1944, but we
also take a moment to remember our
personal debt to what is now known as
the Greatest Generation.

Dedication to duty, love of freedom,
these things drove these courageous
men to undertake and accomplish a
task that seemed impossible. Such a
comprehensive operation was unheard
of at the time, and these men knew the
risks involved. On that day, June 6,
1944, when the beaches of Normandy
were stormed in the face of intense op-
position, over 6,500 American soldiers
made the ultimate sacrifice so that
true freedom could be restored to mil-
lions of people across the European
continent.

It is interesting to note that I have
two good friends who were there: Dr.
Tommy McDonald from Marshfield,
Missouri, a sniper on that day, a recipi-
ent of the Silver Star, wounded three
times; Frank Luce, from my hometown
of Lexington, who not only was at Nor-
mandy but he had three tanks shot out
from under him and was the recipient
of the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart.

Mr. Speaker, this last Saturday I had
the opportunity to have lunch with
many American Legion veterans at
Higginsville, Missouri, and any number
of them were at day 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 at
Normandy beach head. It was an honor
and a privilege to meet with them and
to thank them for their duty.

June 6, 1944, was a pivotal day. At the
time, it was almost impossible to un-
derstand the full impact it would have,
but here we are. Sixty years of reflec-
tion have shown that after the success
of that landing, the tide of the war
swung in favor of the Allies, and Adolf
Hitler began his ultimate demise. Al-
lied victory in World War II preserved
freedom and humanity for millions of
people and for every generation since.

On this day, we honor one generation
of heroes. But as we do so, we cannot
help but take a moment to remember
that there is another generation mak-
ing its mark right now in the middle of
the deserts in the Middle East. Hun-
dreds of thousands of men and women
are currently serving overseas with the
same dedication, the same love of free-
dom that made the landing at Nor-
mandy such a remarkable moment in
history. Whether the year is 1944 or the
year 2004, these individuals deserve our
respect, and they deserve our grati-
tude.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to support
this resolution, and I commend its au-
thors for bringing it before us today.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.
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In closing, I think this is a fitting
tribute to the brave men who 60 years
ago stormed the sandy beaches of Nor-
mandy, risking all, so that we might
enjoy the freedoms that we have be-
come accustomed to. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on this resolu-
tion, a fitting honor.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I urge the House
to adopt this resolution in support of
our many fine heroes that participated
in D-Day on June 6, 1944.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. RYUN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate
joint resolution, S.J. Res. 28.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

CHARLES WILSON DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 4317) to name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient
clinic located in Lufkin, Texas, as the
““Charles Wilson Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4317

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT CLIN-
IC, LUFKIN, TEXAS.

The Department of Veterans Affairs out-
patient clinic located in Lufkin, Texas, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘‘Charles
Wilson Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic’’. Any reference to such out-
patient clinic in any law, regulation, map,
document, record, or other paper of the
United States shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to the Charles Wilson Department of
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. RODRIGUEZ)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MILLER).

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4317 would name
the VA outpatient clinic in the city of
Lufkin, Texas, for our former col-
league, the honorable Charles Wilson of
Texas. I did not have the opportunity
to know Mr. Wilson during his time in
Congress, but Members who worked
with him remember Charlie Wilson for
his steadfast support of our Nation’s
defense and intelligence operations.

Mr. Wilson’s personal history is as
spirited as the Lone Star State where
he was born. Growing up in Lufkin in
east Texas, he graduated from the
United States Naval Academy at An-
napolis in 1956 and thereafter served
honorably in the United States Navy.
After serving in the Texas House of
Representatives and the senate, Mr.
Wilson was elected to Congress in 1972.
Mr. WILSON represented the second con-
gressional district of Texas for 12
terms. He retired in 1996 and has main-
tained a successful consulting business
here in Washington and in his native
Texas.

Over 20 years ago, as a Member of the
House Committee on Appropriations
and the Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, Mr. Wilson focused his
energy on the plight of the Afghan peo-
ple, then under invasion by the old So-
viet Union. Mr. Wilson’s singular effort
to sustain covert U.S. aid for the rebels
in Afghanistan was a crucial resource
for the Afghan people to drive the Sovi-
ets out of their country. Influenced by
Mr. Wilson’s work in Afghanistan, the
U.S. Cold War operation contributed to
the eventual collapse of the USSR.
These events are vividly depicted in
the recent book, ‘‘Charlie Wilson’s
War: The Extraordinary Story of the
Largest Covert Operation in History.”

I believe using any definition of the
term, Charlie Wilson is an extraor-
dinary man in foreign affairs and in in-
telligence matters. Closer to home, as
an advocate for our veterans and our
Armed Forces, who were his constitu-
ents in Texas, Mr. Wilson played a key
role in convincing the VA to open an
outpatient clinic in his hometown of
Lufkin.
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The clinic can was dedicated in 1991,
and it remains an important provider
of health care to veterans in East
Texas. I believe that our colleague, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. TURNER),
the sponsor of this bill, will speak in
greater detail about our former Mem-
ber Charles Wilson.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4317, a bill to rename the Department
of Veterans Affairs clinic in Lufkin,
Texas, after a fellow Texan and our fel-
low Congressman Charles Wilson.

I appreciate the effort of my good
friend, the gentleman from Texas (Con-
gressman TURNER), for sponsoring this
particular piece of legislation; and I
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