H3394

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Requests for 1-
minute speeches will be entertained
later in the day.

———

RESIGNATION AS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN OF HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following resignation as Parlia-
mentarian of the House of Representa-
tives:

THE SPEAKER’S ROOMS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 20, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: After forty years of
service in the Office of Parliamentarian, I
believe that the time is appropriate for me
to submit my resignation in completion of a
wonderfully satisfying career under seven
Speakers. By this action, I shall with your
permission remain available to fulfill the re-
quirement in law to publish precedents accu-
mulated during my tenure and that of my
beloved predecessor, the late Wm. Holmes
Brown.

This decision is made especially difficult
by the loyal support and friendship you have
shown to me, Mr. Speaker. You have enabled
my office to serve the House and all its Mem-
bers at a time of profound institutional
change, by coping with new pressures and re-
alities while mindful of the importance of
continuity of the practices and precedents of
the House and of the dignity and integrity of
its proceedings. Speaker Foley, who ap-
pointed me to this position, other Speakers,
and Minority Leaders, whose personal friend-
ships I have also cherished, have likewise
been particularly supportive of this office.

One need only refer to the prefaces of
Hinds’, Cannon’s, and Deschler’s Precedents
to gain a sense of the extent of the proce-
dural evolution in the House for the first 190
years of the Republic, and then compare
with that documented history the nature and
pace of more recent changes, to understand
the enormity of contemporary developments.
Along the way, important matters of Con-
stitutional separation of powers and con-
tinuity of government have occupied high
profile status requiring the attention of my
office. Numerous incremental changes have
considerably altered the procedural land-
scape during my career. Examples include
increased turnover in Membership, com-
mittee seniority status, budgetary dis-
ciplines, appropriations practices, an ethics
process, televised proceedings, multiplicity
of committee jurisdictions, oversight and au-
thorization prerequisites, the impact of
changing Senate processes, disposition of
matters in conference, review of Executive
actions, authorities to recess, to postpone
and cluster votes and consolidate amend-
ments, an issue-specific super-majority vote
requirement, electronic capabilities, com-
mittee report availabilities, five-minute rule
and other special rule variations, and the
interaction between traditional spontaneity
of the House’s proceedings and trends toward
relative predictability of time constraints
and issues presented.

I believe that the longstanding tradition of
the role of the Chair in rendering impartial
and proper decisions has been maintained
and appreciated despite the switch in party
majorities and despite occasional efforts to
appeal various rulings. It has been reas-
suring when bipartisan majorities under-
stand and support the rulings of the Chair
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solely on the basis of their propriety as non-
partisan institutional standards with prece-
dential significance. Respect for appropriate
means of disagreement remains the founda-
tion upon which so much depends. I express
special gratitude to those Members on both
sides of the aisle who served as fair and effec-
tive presiding officers during this time. We
share a unique bond.

In fact, my decision is made easier by the
certain realization that my office is imme-
diately capable of providing all required
services to the House. That is made possible
by the total dedication and competence of
my deputies, assistants and clerks. Beyond
the fact that they offer to the House more
than 100 years in cumulative nonpartisan
professional experience, they are my dear
friends whose institutional loyalty and com-
mitment have been unfailing. Together, with
frequent infusions of humor and with an es-
sential ability to communicate honestly
with all who inquire, they serve in the public
interest. In retrospect many of my own most
valuable experiences were as Deputy and As-
sistant, in furtherance of the office’s collec-
tive response to questions. I am particularly
proud of the involvement of my office in the
preparation of the recodification of the
Rules in the 106th Congress working with a
bi-partisan task force. By this letter through
you Mr. Speaker, I also wish to honor the
many staff who, over the years, have re-
spected and protected the collegial tradi-
tions of the House by their professionalism
and by being true to Speaker O’Neill’s re-
minder of the abiding ‘‘importance of being
nice’’.

My affection for the House which began
when Parliamentarian Lewis Deschler hired
me in 1964 has been sustaining. It has been
nurtured by occasional skepticism, by the
never-ending nuances of questions and re-
sponses which have confronted the House, by
cherished relationships with Members and
staff past and present, and by exchanges
with parliamentarians from over the world. I
expect to communicate the value of this
unique experience to young people contem-
plating public service. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for having permitted me this oppor-
tunity, and for your friendship.

With your permission, this resignation will
take effect May 31, 2004.

Very respectfully yours,
CHARLES W. JOHNSON,
Parliamentarian.

The SPEAKER. With great regret,
the Chair accepts the resignation of
the distinguished Parliamentarian of
the House, Charles W. Johnson, effec-
tive May 31, 2004.

———

APPOINTMENT AS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN OF HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
287a of title 2, United States Code, the
Chair appoints John V. Sullivan as
Parliamentarian of the House of Rep-
resentatives to succeed Charles W.
Johnson, resigned.

Will the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LAHooOD) kindly assume the Chair.

———————

EXPRESSING THE GRATITUDE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES TO ITS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN, THE HONORABLE
CHARLES W. JOHNSON.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
resolution (H. Res. 651) expressing the
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gratitude of the House of Representa-
tives to its Parliamentarian, the Hon-
orable Charles W. Johnson, and ask
unanimous consent for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 651

Whereas Charles W. Johnson was appointed
to the Office of the Parliamentarian of the
House of Representatives in May 1964 and,
over the ensuing 40 years has continuously
served in that Office under seven successive
Speakers, the past 10 years as Parliamen-
tarian of the House of Representatives under
the appointments of three successive Speak-
ers;

Whereas Charles W. Johnson has
unfailingly endeavored to apply pertinent
precedent to every parliamentary question,
in recognition of the principle that fidelity
to precedent promotes procedural fairness
and legitimacy; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson has institu-
tionalized in the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian his demonstrated commitment to con-
sistency in parliamentary analysis: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives expresses its profound gratitude to the
Honorable Charles W. Johnson for his
unrivaled record of devoted service and
steady, impartial guidance as its Parliamen-
tarian.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker,
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman may inquire.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, is a mo-
tion to table this resolution in order at
this time?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT),
the distinguished Speaker, will control
1 hour.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
after which I yield my time to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY) and
ask unanimous consent that he be al-
lowed to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, 40 years
ago Charlie Johnson, fresh out of Vir-
ginia Law School, came to work for the
Office of the Parliamentarian. Little
did he know that 40 years later, almost
to the day, he would be announcing his
retirement from that same office.

Charlie, we are going to miss you.

You have been a rock. You have ad-
vised seven different Speakers and
countless Speaker pro tems on how
they should rule on various parliamen-
tary questions. You have advised thou-
sands of Members and even more staff
in how to draft their amendments. You
have given us advice on committee ju-
risdiction, the favorite part of my job.

The Parliamentarian in the House
takes on special significance, more so
than any other legislative body. You

par-
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have to be exceedingly fair and judi-
cious, and have to be seen as fair and
judicious by both sides. And I know
that is not always easy.

Charlie replaced Bill Brown as Par-
liamentarian. Bill started the process
of demystifying the precedents used by
his predecessor, Lew Deschler. That is
a pretty good pedigree of institutional
knowledge. Charlie has continued to
make the Parliamentarian’s office
more accessible and more open to
Members and staff.

Charlie is a man of many talents. He
is dedicated to education and talks
endlessly about his beloved Camp Dud-
ley, a place for kids to learn about the
great outdoors. He is a baseball fa-
natic, a southpaw who pitches batting
practice for the Los Angeles Dodgers.
And he has an avid interest in the
English House of Commons. In fact, he
is writing a book with his counterpart
in London comparing our procedures
with those of the Parliament.

I am sure he thinks he will get the
chance to spend more time with his
lovely wife Martha and his two boys,
Charles and Drew, once he retires, but
let us not kid ourselves. If I know
Charlie Johnson, I know he will keep
as active as he ever has with his many
interests in many things.

I have asked John Sullivan to replace
Charlie, and he has accepted the offer.
John is well respected by both Repub-
licans and Democrats and has served in
the Parliamentarian’s office since 1987.
John is a graduate from the Air Force
Academy and got his law degree from
Indiana School of Law. John is an avid
college basketball fan whose allegiance
tends to flow to any team that Bobby
Knight coaches. John is an able suc-
cessor to Charlie Johnson, Bill Brown
and Lew Deschler, and he will do a fine
job.

Once again, best wishes to Charlie
Johnson in his golden years. We wish
you the best.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY) is rec-
ognized.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield half
of my time to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI) and ask unani-
mous consent that she be allowed to
control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

To the gentleman from California’s
(Mr. DREIER) question as to whether it
was appropriate to table the resolu-
tion, I think we should have tabled the
letter.

Mr. Speaker, it is with personal and
official pride that I rise to pay tribute
to Charles Johnson on his retirement
as House Parliamentarian and to thank
him for his many years of outstanding
service to this body.

To praise Charlie Johnson is easy,
and it is one thing that brings Demo-
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crats and Republicans together. I have
only served for 17 years of Charlie’s 40,
and during that time I have observed,
and we have all witnessed, profound
changes in how this body conducts its
business. But through every change
and difficult time, the House has al-
ways been able to count on the expert,
honest, and fair advice of Charlie John-
son.

Charlie began his service in the
House in 1964, as acknowledged by the
Speaker, shortly after graduating from
the University of Virginia Law School.
When he was appointed House Parlia-
mentarian in 1994, he joined a distin-
guished line that includes Clarence
Cannon, Lewis Deschler, and Bill
Brown. Think of this, my colleagues:
Charlie is just the third Parliamen-
tarian since 1928.

Respected on both sides of the aisle,
Charlie was first appointed by a Demo-
cratic Speaker, Speaker Tom Foley,
and reappointed by Republican Speak-
ers Newt Gingrich and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT).

Charlie exemplifies the best of this
House. With his unquestioned integrity
and keen intellect, he has consistently
maintained the highest standards of
nonpartisanship and scholarship for
the Office of Parliamentarian. Charlie
has guided us carefully, but firmly,
through turbulent floor debates; and he
knows of what we speak here and has
provided sound and discreet advice to
individual Members and staff.

He has served as a mentor to the out-
standing Parliamentarians that serve
under him, among them his respected
successor, John Sullivan. And we are
all pleased with the Speaker’s an-
nouncement that John Sullivan will be
named the Parliamentarian; and that,
of course, is the suggestion of Charlie
Johnson. So respected is he that he can
even suggest his own successor.

On top of everything, Charlie John-
son is truly a kind man. The Speaker
and others will reference Camp Dudley,
one of his acts of kindness.

As a San Franciscan, and, Charlie, I
am going to spill the beans on you, I
am delighted that Charlie is also a de-
voted San Francisco Giants fan. But
Charlie is not just a fan. When he
leaves us, he will take up his true call-
ing as a major league batting practice
pitcher, beginning with a Dodgers-
Expos game soon.

Perhaps, Mr. Leader, we can use our
collective influence to have this event
covered by C-SPAN. Maybe we could
just do it right here on the floor and
then it will be covered by C-SPAN.

Although Charlie will relinquish his
daily duties here, Charlie’s dedication
to this House, of course, will remain.
Charlie will continue the difficult, but
essential, work on the Precedents of
the House of Representatives.

Earlier this week when the Speaker
told me of the news of Charlie’s sub-
mitting this letter, which I agree
should be tabled, I received the news
with mixed emotions. We all know how
great Charlie is as the Parliamentarian
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and what a great friend he is to many
of us, but of course we want to see him
go on after 40 years to fulfill himself
personally in other ways. And so we
know he will teach professionally at
the University of Virginia Law School
and he will collaborate with the Parlia-
mentarian in the House of Commons of
the U.K. on a book of parliamentary
procedures that will surely be a great
contribution on that important topic.

But I was delighted to hear Charlie
talk about his own personal plans. Of
course he will have more time with his
wonderful family, and he is very lucky
his grandchildren live in the region. In
fact, we are lucky his grandchildren
live in the region because hopefully
that will mean that Charlie will visit
us frequently.

As you leave us, Charlie, please go
forth with the knowledge that anyone
who values the work of this House of
Representatives indeed values the work
of democracy, is deeply in your debt,
and that goes well beyond those of us
who have served here, with the knowl-
edge that you will be deeply missed and
with the hope for us that you will visit
us often. Good luck to you. Congratula-
tions. Thank you. Thank you. Thank
you. And thank you to your family for
sharing you with us.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is with mixed feelings
that I come to the House today to wish
farewell to our respected and beloved
Parliamentarian Charlie Johnson. It is
a happy day because it provides us with
an opportunity to recognize one of the
true giants of the United States House
of Representatives and finally give one
of our often underappreciated officials
his due and also because we know he is
on his way to a happy retirement.

But it is a sad day, as well, for the
House is losing one of its true institu-
tions. For more than 4 decades, Charlie
has provided Members of both parties
the benefit of his guidance and his
judgment and his experience. Charlie is
an honest man, one of the few in Wash-
ington whose staff can honestly claim
that they rarely make mistakes and
honestly claim that they take respon-
sibility for them when they do.

For instance, when I took over as
majority leader, Charlie and I often
butted heads over the length of floor
votes. I urged the Chair to gavel votes
closely right at 15 minutes, even as
Members were scrambling to the floor
to cast their votes. I thought that im-
posing a little discipline in the voting
would encourage a more efficient use of
floor time in the House.

But Charlie’s experience taught him
the value of tolerance and under-
standing in these matters; and particu-
larly during certain votes late last
year, I finally saw the wisdom of Char-
lie’s way of thinking in leaving some of
those votes open. For those of you on
the other side of the aisle, that was a
ToM DELAY’s idea of a joke.
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Along with Charlie’s experience, we
will also miss his undying support for
the Amherst College Lord Jeffs, which,
to those of you who follow the peren-
nial NESCAC, the cellar-dwellers,
know, is vocal, enthusiastic, and hon-
estly a little sad.

Seriously, Mr. Speaker, the job of the
Parliamentarian is a job of trust, of in-
tegrity, and of honesty. These are the
qualities without which no description
of Charlie Johnson would be complete.
The House has been honored by his
service, and we have been honored by
his presence.

Good luck, Charlie. God bless you
and your family, and of course we al-
ways thank you for your exemplary
and distinguished service to the House
of Representatives and to this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) and ask unanimous
consent that he be allowed to control
that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I yield the
balance of my time to the very distin-
guished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FRrROST), ranking member on the Com-
mittee on Rules. He and the Committee
on Rules and staff, as well as other
Members, know full well the quality of
the excellence of the work of Charlie
Johnson, and I ask unanimous consent
that he be allowed to control that
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the Democratic
whip.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished gentleman from
Texas, the ranking member of the
Committee on Rules, for yielding me
this time.

Those who will speak have been here
for some years. Most of us who speak
are known as institutions. We love this
House. We believe this House plays a
very unique role in this democracy. It
is called the People’s house, a House to
which one can be elected but not ap-
pointed. It is a House where the pas-
sions and wisdom of the people are
joined in this crucible of decision-mak-
ing process. It is a House that is com-
posed of persons of different views, dif-
ferent regions, indeed different races
and nationalities. It is a House where
our Founding Fathers designed Amer-
ican democracy to be realized.

And in that context it is extraor-
dinarily important to have a House
that plays by the rules. Our Founding
Fathers knew that if we were to have
democracy, it would have to be gov-
erned by rules.

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT), my good friend, the former
majority leader, is on the floor; and I
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have heard him say so often that de-
mocracy is a substitute for war.

In that context, it is sometimes
confrontational; and we need a wise
person helped by wise staff to, in effect,
be the referee, to say to both sides that
we are a democracy and we resolve
questions in a peaceful way, perhaps
animated, perhaps heated, but never-
theless in a way that seeks to realize
the dream of our Founding Fathers, a
dream which has been sustained now
since 1789 because of people like
Charles W. Johnson, III. Not elected to
serve but selected, selected by persons
who themselves are elected and who
know the value of this institution and
the absolutely essential position that
Charles Johnson IIT was called to serve
in.

I am not objective. Those of us who
speak will not be objective. We are his
friends. We are his admirers. We are ap-
preciative of the service that he has
given to this House but, much more
importantly, to this country. He is
wise. He is also thoughtful. He is also
caring of the institution, its staff and
its Members but, most of all, of his
country.

Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-
leagues to thank Charlie Johnson for
his service. Charlie’s service will be
long remembered. He will write a book,
and like his predecessors, that book
will be used for generations to come to
help manage this center of democracy,
the people’s House.

I somewhat lament the fact that
Charlie is leaving and will be replaced
by John Sullivan, not because John
Sullivan is not a worthy successor, but
because 1 prefer Gary Williams to
Bobby Knight, and Drew went to the
University of Maryland and therefore
leavened Charlie Johnson’s University
of Virginia experience.

But, Charlie, as you leave, as we
honor you, as we thank you, we wish
you God speed and wish you many
years of the kind of productivity and
success that you have enjoyed here in
this House. You have been and con-
tinue to be a great American in the
tradition of your predecessors who en-
sured that the people’s House would be
revered by its Members and respected
by those it serves. Godspeed.
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a very chal-
lenging time for all of us, because
Charlie has been such a great friend
and enormous asset to this institution.

Many of us are proud to be institu-
tionalists, and as the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) said, I am one of
them; and there are an awful lot of peo-
ple here who, over the last decades
have seen attacks made on this institu-
tion itself, but many of us, you in-
cluded, Mr. Speaker, have had a strong
commitment to this institution.

The Office of the Parliamentarian
began in 1857 when Speaker James L.
Orr of South Carolina appointed Thad-
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deus Morrice as ‘‘Messenger.”’” Morrice
was said to have a marvelous memory
and his ability to recall the House
precedents and other decisions of the
Chair required him to be near the
Speaker in his role as presiding officer
of the House.

The title was later changed to ‘‘Clerk
to the Speaker,” then to ‘‘Clerk at the
Speaker’s Table,”” and in 1927 to
‘““House Parliamentarian.”” The first
person to actually have the title of
Parliamentarian was Lehrn Fess.

Today, we are honoring Charles W.
Johnson, IIT as he steps down from that
most important position. There are few
people, including those Members who
have been elected to serve, who have
contributed more to this institution
than Charlie Johnson.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, I believe that
Charles W. Johnson, III is the greatest
Parliamentarian to have served this
House and our country. His dedication
and service to this great institution is
unparalleled in our history.

Oh, yes, great men have served be-
fore, as we have heard, but he has dis-
tinguished himself from them by his
desire and ability to not only assist the
Speaker and other presiding officers,
but to reach out and teach Members
and staff the rules of this institution.

Moreover, he has been an example as
to how we should conduct ourselves in
office and in life. He has always been a
gentleman who has dealt with Members
honestly and fairly. He has worked
with Members from both sides of the
aisle evenhandedly and without preju-
dice. His advice and counsel have al-
ways been sound and thoughtful. He
has been steady and consistent, even
when there has been turmoil in the
House and in the country at large.

Charlie has helped this institution
during some of the most trying times
that our country has endured. He has
competently served this House and our
country by assuring that this great
Chamber proceeds in order when there
has been chaos and conflict in the
world around us. He has been at our
side from the Vietnam War to the War
on Terror.

There is not enough time to ever
fully explain how much Charlie has
contributed. Every piece, every single
piece of legislation, every amendment
considered, every motion, every floor
event, every law enacted over the past
several decades, bears his mark. Who
else among us can actually say that?

I am humbled at the thought of how
much he has done for me personally as
a Member of this body and as chairman
of the Committee on Rules. He has as-
sisted me through major reforms and
minor jurisdictional squabbles.

But today I want to say thank you
very much, Charlie, not only for what
you have done for me, but I want to
thank you for what you have done for
this great institution, the greatest de-
liberative body known to man and to
our country as a whole.
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Yesterday morning, not unusually,
the House Committee on Rules con-
vened at 7 a.m. to proceed with consid-
eration of the Department of Defense
authorization rule and the conference
report on the budget. At the end of
that meeting, I joined with the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FROST), the
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Rules, in asking for an
agreement to be unanimous, and,
thank heavens for you, Charlie, no one
did call a vote, but we unanimously did
pass a resolution that had been crafted
by our able Staff Director, Billy Pitts,
who, as you know, is a great institu-
tionalist and very committed to this
body, and Kristi Walseth, who worked
in fashioning the resolution.

I should say that we actually have
many more staff people on the House
floor, I think, than Members at this
moment, because there are so many
staff members with whom you have
worked closely. I mentioned Billy
Pitts, but I want to say on behalf of the
bipartisan staff membership of the
House Committee on Rules, working
closely with you and your team, I see
here on the floor Seth Webb and a num-
ber of people from the Speaker’s office
who work, I know, very closely with
you. These staff members will not have
an opportunity to speak here on the
House floor, but I know that every sin-
gle one of them would want us to ex-
press our appreciation to you for your
effort.

I would like to take just a moment to
read the resolution, which we over-
night have gotten on parchment, and I
am going to personally present to you
here. This was voted unanimously by
the Committee on Rules at 7 o’clock,
foggy, yesterday morning.

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III has served
the House of Representatives with dedication
and devotion in the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian since May 20, 1964; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, IIT learned
the Rules, practices and precedents of the
House under the tutelage of Lewis Deschler,
who served the House as Parliamentarian
from 1928 until 1974, and his good and great
friend W. Holmes Brown, who served as the
House Parliamentarian from 1974 until 1994;
and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III has used
those lessons to honorably serve as a univer-
sally respected Parliamentarian of the House
from 1994 until today; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III has, as a
teacher of House rules, its practices and
precedents, taught respect for the institu-
tion of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to countless Members of Con-
gress and their staff; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III has pro-
vided to the Committee on Rules countless
hours of advice and counsel as well as assist-
ance in its work as the traffic cop of the
House; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III has en-
sured that the Office the Parliamentarian
will continue to operate with the high stand-
ards and non-partisan manner that he and
his predecessors have demanded by assem-
bling a knowledgeable, skilled and experi-
enced staff who serve as a vital part of the
operation of the House; and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, III, or ‘‘Char-
lie”” as he is known in the House, will con-
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tinue to serve the House as he continues the
work of Lew Deschler and Bill Brown by fin-
ishing the Precedents of the House; and

Whereas his good humor, kind smile and
love of baseball will be missed by all who
know him in the House of Representatives;
and

Whereas Charles W. Johnson, IIT will offi-
cially retire from the United States House of
Representatives on May 20, 2004, exactly 40
years after he first came to this body: Now,
therefore be it

Resolved, That the Members of the Com-
mittee on Rules express their deep and last-
ing appreciation for the service Charles W.
Johnson, IIT has given to the Committee, the
House of Representatives and the people of
the United States of America.

I look forward to giving this to you
personally, Charlie.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank you and the Democratic leader
for bringing this resolution to the
Floor this morning so that Members of
the House may pay tribute to our
friend Charles W. Johnson.

Charlie is taking leave of his position
as Parliamentarian of the House today,
exactly 40 years after he began as a
young lawyer fresh out of law school in
the Parliamentarian’s office. On his
last day in the House it is only fitting
that the Members of this body can take
the floor to pay tribute to him and ex-
press our gratitude and our friendship.

To say that Charlie is a creature of
the House or a servant of this institu-
tion does him a disservice, for without
him, many of us would never have
learned the intricacies of the Rules of
the House, its practices and its proce-
dures. Without his sage advice and
counsel, so many of us, as well as our
staff, would be lost in the maze of leg-
islative practice.

His office, just off this floor, is more
than just an office; it has served as a
focal point for discussions both pointed
and prosaic, political and procedural,
but always, always, non-partisan.

Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, Charlie
is the institution. During his 40 years
as a Parliamentarian, he has served
Democratic Speakers and Republican
Speakers. He has shown fairness to all
and malice to none. Not an easy task,
where tempers can run high and where
blame is easily cast.

He has served through peace and war
and through times of great national
triumph and tragedy. Charlie has al-
ways risen to the challenge, and in
doing so, has challenged so many of us
to do so as well.

Charlie took over the job as the Par-
liamentarian in 1994 following the re-
tirement of his dear friend and col-
league Bill Brown. Just as Bill was a
voice of calm, deliberative reason, so is
Charlie. Far too often we, as Members,
fail to recognize the importance of
those qualities in the people who en-
sure that the business of the House can
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proceed, regardless of which political
party holds the majority. I know that
it is often the case with regard to Char-
lie and the entire staff of the Office of
the Parliamentarian.

Charlie is so good at what he does
that he makes the job look easy. But I,
for one, know it is not. But his talents,
his intellect and his love for this insti-
tution have made our job as legislators
all the more easy, and I am grateful.

When I was first elected to the House
26 years ago, I became only the second
freshman Member in the 20th century
to take a seat on the Committee on
Rules. Had it not been for Bill and
Charlie, my acclimation to that dif-
ficult post would have been far more
difficult. I know because of their pa-
tient tutelage, their willingness to just
sit down and talk, their careful guid-
ance, my knowledge of the Rules and
how to use them now runs both deep
and wide.

I want to take just a moment, Mr.
Speaker, to kind of talk about my per-
sonal experience with Charlie and his
office.

From time to time, I, my staff, would
go to see Charlie and we would ask
very direct questions, questions that
were vital to formulating strategy on
our side of the aisle. What he would do
would be to respond to every question
and to answer every question truth-
fully. He did not go beyond that. He did
not try to suggest what strategic steps
we should take. He only answered what
we asked. And I know he did that for
the other side as well.

He was truly acting in the best, non-
partisan position in helping us as par-
tisans understand what we could and
could not do. But he never went beyond
that. He never said, ‘“‘By the way, you
know, you could do this also.” And
that is the role of a Parliamentarian,
to answer truthfully the questions of
both sides of the aisle, and then let
those Members on both sides of the
aisle figure out where they go with the
information.

I cannot tell you how important that
is to the functioning of this body and
how important it has been to me as a
Member to know that I can go to some-
one and get an honest answer; who will
answer my questions, but who will not
necessarily go beyond that. And I re-
spect that.

I know we will all miss Charlie, but I
also know we all wish him well. He has
earned the respect of hundreds of Mem-
bers and more staff than he can count.
He is a man of the House and a deep
and true friend of the House. He has en-
sured that his office will continue to
serve the House by assembling a tal-
ented staff.

I owe him so much, and there are not
words to express my deep gratitude and
affection. I can only wish you the best,
Charlie. And while I know he has taken
great pains to ensure the institution
will go on without him, I know it will
not be the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I am happy to yield 1 minute to
my friend, the gentleman from Sanibel,
Florida (Mr. Goss), the very distin-
guished vice chairman of the Com-
mittee on Rules.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
distinguished chairman for yielding me
time.

I too wish to associate myself with
the praise and gratitude for the man
and his service to our institution. I
would characterize Charlie as the true
north on the compass of this institu-
tion and the man who had the good
judgment to understand when mag-
netic declinations were in order. He has
had seasoned patience with seasoned
Members, and he has had extraordinary
patience with new Members, to try to
explain how things happen here. I
think many of us feel that his personal
judgment is as much a hallmark as the
knowledge of the institution, which is
matched by none.

The reason I asked for time to speak
is that Charlie will always be in my
memory on a fateful day in this coun-
try, September 11, 2001. The Speaker of
the House desired that the House be
opened for a prayer on that fateful day
even as events were transpiring around
us. It was not the right time, there was
concern about precedent. Parliamen-
tarians always worry about precedent.
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Charlie found a way for us to get the
House opened, the prayer said, and the
House evacuated. And I have, to this
day, that official RECORD hanging on
my wall in my office and it will always
be a memory of my life. Because I
think it was very important that that
day was recorded that way about this
institution, and it would not have hap-
pened without him, of course.

Charlie is well regarded here and
overseas, as we know. I have talked to
parliamentarians, as I am sure others
will testify, who come and wonder how
this democracy works; how the people’s
House works. He has imparted that
knowledge and wisdom and judgment
around the globe, and I have heard it
expressed many times from visitors
who come here.

He has added value. He has brought
credit to our institution. We are going
to miss you a lot, Charlie, and I wanted
to say thanks.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. DINGELL), the dean of the
House.

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with great personal sadness about the
departure from this institution of a
great friend, wise counselor, mentor,
and superb public servant. I do speak,
however, with pride about the accom-
plishments of Charlie Johnson, who has
served us, the House, and his country
well.

He is in all particulars a great pa-
triot and a great American. He has
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been wise counselor to us, mentor; he
has given us good advice; and he has
seen to it that we understood the his-
tory and the traditions of this institu-
tion.

He has served us in the great tradi-
tions of Clarence Cannon, Lewis Desch-
ler, Bill Brown, and now the fine work
which he has done. He is going to be
missed by this institution. He has
served as an example to all of us and to
those who will follow in his particular
task as Parliamentarian.

It has been his responsibility to see
to it that the House function as it
should, in accord with the great tradi-
tions that we have here of respect, of
decency, and of love of this institution.
And for that and all of the other things
that we can say good about Charlie, we
have to recognize that we should say
thank you; that we should say well
done; that we should wish him well for
what it is that he has accomplished.

The House is a better institution for
his wonderful service to this body. And
all of us here, as individual Members,
particularly those of us who have had
frequent occasion to consult with him
about the rules, about the traditions,
about how this institution does work
and how it should work have a special
reason to be grateful to him and to
have a special burden of gratitude to
him for what he has done.

I am proud, indeed, that he has been
my friend. I am grateful to him as my
mentor. I am appreciative to him of his
wise counsel and guidance. And I know
that I am not alone in feeling a sin-
gular debt of gratitude to my good
friend, our Parliamentarian, as he
leaves us.

I would note that other Members
have these same feelings and all have
good reasons. And I would note that
the House of Representatives is a bet-
ter institution, and one more in keep-
ing with the traditions and with the
principles and practices, and in keep-
ing with what it is we would like to say
it was, a great institution, the House of
the people, and a place which serves all
of us.

All of us have reason to miss him,
and we will indeed. We will wish him
well. We will pray that God will be
good to him and that He will give him
many years to enjoy a reflection upon
the great service which he has given to
this great country.

I say again to him, Charlie, well
done, good and faithful servant. You
have made this a great institution, and
we are all grateful to you. Thank you,
my friend.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI).

(Mr. PETRI asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
sense of real loss that I first heard the
news that Charlie Johnson was leaving
after so many years of dedicated serv-
ice to all of us in the House, and I want
to take this occasion to join with my
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colleagues in paying tribute to him
today.

I personally take great comfort in
seeing Charlie each day at his post on
the Speaker’s podium, monitoring our
proceedings, guiding the Member who
has been appointed to preside over the
House, and making the determinations
and rulings needed to keep this House
running in a manner that respects the
rights and the privileges of all Mem-
bers. I know that we are in good hands.

The person who serves as Parliamen-
tarian influences the daily activities of
the House, and though not known by
many Americans, has had a great im-
pact on some of the most dramatic mo-
ments that have occurred in this
Chamber. From his perch, he literally
has a front seat to history. I am sure at
times he found himself in situations he
never expected; but through it all, his
behavior was beyond reproach.

Perhaps what impressed me most as I
got to know Charlie over the years was
his commitment to and interest in par-
liamentary procedure, not only here in
the U.S. but in other legislative bodies
as well. Charlie often traveled to con-
sult with others and has participated
in conferences and hearings explaining
our rules and procedures.

Speaking from my own experience,
he joined us on trips to London as part
of the British-American Parliamentary
Group. He spent at least part of the
time consulting with his counterpart
in the British Parliament regarding a
cooperative project on parliamentary
procedures and comparing the two in-
stitutions.

Charlie was an educator. In addition
to writing and editing books about par-
liamentary procedure, he spent a lot of
time meeting with school kids and oth-
ers to explain how our House works and
the importance of parliamentary pro-
cedure and its literal impact on the
history of our House and this Nation.

As he leaves us, we can thank him
too for the way he ran the Office of
Parliamentarian and mentored the dep-
uty and assistant Parliamentarians
under his direction. His deputy, John
Sullivan, will become the Parliamen-
tarian next month. This also reflects
well on the standards Charlie set for
his office.

I will miss Charlie, but I will value
always his integrity, professionalism,
his attention given to each Member no
matter what party they may have rep-
resented, his principled advice and con-
duct, his love and respect for the House
and its traditions, and, most impor-
tantly, for his friendship.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-

souri (Mr. GEPHARDT), the former
Democratic leader of the House.
Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I

found out something I did not know
about Charlie today. I found out from
our leader that he is a San Francisco
Giants fan. If I had known that, I
would not have come today.

On a more serious note, I have had
some time lately to do some things
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that I usually have not had time to do,
so I have been watching on television
the early part of the proceedings here
in the House, and I hear these rules
being explained. I have tried to put my-
self in the shoes of an average citizen,
and I think it is gobbledygook, and I do
not understand what they are talking
about. But that really is the magic of
this place.

As the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) said earlier, I am fond of
saying that politics is a substitute for
violence. It really is. And the only
thing that allows us to resolve our dif-
ferences peacefully is that we have a
process. We have rules. We have laws.
We have parliamentary procedure. And
that process is what makes this place
work and makes democracy work in
our country.

The keeper of those rules has been
our subject today, Charles Johnson. He
has done it, in my view, as well as it
can be done. He has always been fair.
No one questions his judgment or his
enunciation of the precedents of the
House, whether it comes down in your
favor or it does not. He is a profes-
sional. No one ever doubts his knowl-
edge or his dedication to knowledge
about the process.

Finally, his character, his human
character, has been impressive to ev-
erybody who has come in contact with
him. Whether a Member, staff, people
visiting, everyone knows that this is a
man of great character.

I guess the best story I can tell to
kind of sum up my feelings about Char-
lie is that we had a common friend,
someone that I went to Northwestern
University with and was one of my best
friends there, wound up at the Univer-
sity of Virginia Law School and be-
came a friend of Charlie’s. So we, in
that common friendship, got somewhat
of a personal relationship; and we, un-
fortunately, saw our friend die of can-
cer some years back. But even with
that personal relationship I had with
Charlie, I never, ever felt that in any-
thing he did while I was leader or in
anything I have done here was any-
thing other than fair. Never prejudiced.
Never giving in to human relation-
ships. Always calling it the way he saw
it and making judgments on the proc-
ess, which is at the heart of our demo-
cratic experiment, fairly and with hon-
esty and good character.

Charlie, we truly will miss you. We
welcome the successor, who is going to
do a great job; and we wish you the
greatest time in retirement that any-
body could ever have. Thank you.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER),
a Member who has chosen to retire at
the end of this term but has served ex-
traordinarily well on both the Com-
mittee on International Relations and
the Committee on Financial Services.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from California
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for yielding me this time and for his
statement.

It is people that make an institution
function, that make it great, that sus-
tain and build respect for it; and
Charles W. Johnson is certainly one of
those people. He has helped the Con-
gress respect and assert the best tradi-
tions and decorum of the House.

I said to him, Charlie, you cannot re-
tire before I do. I will miss you too
much. And yet I guess we were born in
the same vintage year. Nevertheless,
we have great respect for John Sul-
livan, and we look forward to his serv-
ice here as Parliamentarian.

I think it was just a few minutes ago
that the distinguished gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) said Charlie
Johnson is not only a knowledgeable
man but he is a wise man and a caring
man, and that is certainly the case. I
respect the contributions so much that
he has made to help young people who
have less advantages than most others.

Charles Johnson has had a tremen-
dous and very positive impact on the
U.S. House of Representatives during
his service here, 40 years to the month
in the Office of the Parliamentarian,
and 10 years as our Parliamentarian.
Tremendous service!

I remember a day back on January
21, 1997. I do not preside over the House
that much, but it has been my lot to
preside on some of the most difficult
days, and I recall that difficult and his-
toric day. And it was the strategy and
advice of Charles Johnson that helped
set the tone and the order and de-
meanor of the House that day, through
me, which was so crucial. I thank him
for that and for so many other occa-
sions.

It has been my privilege to travel
with Charlie as I led the House delega-
tion to the NATO-Parliamentary As-
sembly, and not only going to Brussels
but, as the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. PETRI) said, visiting the House of
Commons where Charles Johnson is
very well known. Charlie has lots of
friends there and in the leadership of
the House of Representatives.

If Charlie and this Member ever talk
about nonessential things here, like
sports, we have talked about college
football. And I have never until yester-
day really known how much of an in-
terest Charlie Johnson had in baseball.
But I think I am shortly going to join
him as a fan of the San Francisco Gi-
ants. A couple of years ago, the Wall
Street Journal ran a piece on the
chronic shortage of left-handed batting
practice pitchers in major league base-
ball. So shortly thereafter, Charlie’s
ability to throw strikes from the port
side was tested as he auditioned and
then he started pitching for the Los
Angeles Dodgers when they came to
Camden Yards to play the Orioles.
Then he pitched for them in Philadel-
phia, helping the Dodgers, and soon
they became better hitters of left-
handed pitchers.

If it had not been for yesterday’s re-
work of the schedule because of rain, I
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understand he would have been doing
the same thing for the Dodgers in the
Phillies’ new stadium. So that is a re-
markable side of Charlie that I did not
know about at all.

Mr. Speaker, as he leaves here, our
outgoing Parliamentarian is going to
be working with the recently retired
Clerk of the British House of Com-
mons, William McKay, on an updated
comparative book on Parliament and
Congress. Charlie’s appreciation of the
value of comparative studies through
his work with counterparts in other
countries, especially with that Mother
of all Parliaments, has played an essen-
tial role in the development of pro-
grams of mutual exchange. You have
heard that already referenced. People
on every continent know Charlie John-
son because they have worked with
him in their parliamentary efforts. So
he is going to be working with Sir Wil-
liam in that respect.

Mr. Speaker, if it were consistent
with American tradition, we would
make you Sir Charles. But, neverthe-
less, we know that this is going to be
another major contribution and it has
some impact here. As you leave the
House, Charlie Johnson should feel
good to know that the recently estab-
lished Office of Interparliamentary Ex-
change reflects his interest in improv-
ing not only the conduct of activities
here in this parliament but in par-
liaments around the world.
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So Charlie Johnson, best wishes to
you and your family. Thank you for
your public service and your service to
the U.S. House of Representatives. You
will be greatly missed.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY).

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, parliamen-
tary inquiry, is it correct that the
Speaker accepted Mr. JOHNSON’S res-
ignation?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman is correct.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I appeal the
ruling of the chair.

Mr. Speaker, I often refer to Archie
the cockroach. This is my political
bible, and Archie has something for al-
most every occasion. One thing he said
once was ‘‘Boss, I believe the millen-
nium will come, but there is a long list
of people who have to go first.”” I think
Charlie misunderstood. Charlie, Archie
was not talking about you, and I hope
you reconsider.

Mr. Speaker, for 40 years Charlie has
been at the center of every effort of
this institution to live up to the re-
sponsibility which it has to the oldest
democracy in the world. Democracy
can thrive only when all of our citizens
believe that there is at least one place,
some forum to which they can go in
order to make their case and to have
their arguments heard. They do not
have to win, but they have to know
that there is a place where they will re-
ceive a fair hearing. When that hap-
pens, democracy thrives; and when it
does not, democracy dies a little.
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I think more than anyone in this in-
stitution, Charlie Johnson has dedi-
cated himself to see to it that on this
floor, democracy thrives. He has been
dedicated to the proposition that the
rules ought to be applied in a way that
enabled the majority to meet their re-
sponsibilities to govern and at the
same time to enable the minority to
offer and be heard on its alternative vi-
sions.

To the extent that the House has on
occasion not been used that way, the
fault certainly does not lie on the
shoulders of Charlie Johnson. Charlie
Johnson, I think, has met his responsi-
bility to the institution, to the coun-
try, to both political parties; and we
are all the better for it.

I know people have said a lot of good
things about him today, and I know
that on occasions like this people often
exaggerate. For instance, I understand
that Charlie’s own wife was watching
this on C-SPAN, and she heard so
many good things about him that she
rushed to the Chamber to see if we
were talking about the same fellow. We
are, Charlie. We are all talking about
you. If Dick Bolling were here, who was
my mentor in this place and who as a
Member I think knew more about the
rules than any other Member 1 ever
knew, if Dick Bolling were here today,
he would say, ‘“Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.”

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 22
minutes to the gentleman from Savan-
nah, Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON), the very
distinguished vice chairman of the Re-
publican Conference.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I want
to say a few remarks about our great
friend and departing parliamentarian.
If Members think about the world we
live in today and all the technology
and all the feats of engineering, we
take so much for granted. We get in
our cars, and our cars are almost a me-
chanical and a computer platform now,
and we never marvel, we never ques-
tion. We just flip a switch, and we ex-
pect something to happen. We take it
all for granted.

That is somewhat how we are as we
come down to the floor of the House.
As 435 independent contractors, we
come down here and we expect bills to
be on the table, we expect to have a
learned staff who can ask why a cer-
tain amendment was germane and why
it was allowed and why it was not al-
lowed. We expect to have some profes-
sionals who can keep their eyes on our
distinguished brethren and sisters on
the Committee on Rules, for example.

We need a neutral body as our mo-
tions flow that can say this is how the
procedure must go on. And I think the
House should be very proud of what
Charlie and his entire team have done
and all of the staff members that make
this body click. Lord knows what
would happen if we did not have this.
We might look like the U.S. Senate.

I do not know if my words will be
taken down, Charlie. I know there is a
whole list of things I am not supposed
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to say. For example, I cannot turn to
my friend, DAVID OBEY or JOHN LEWIS
and say, JOHN. I have to say my distin-
guished friend from. Right now, this is
like fingernails going against a black-
board. He keeps Members like me who
can be somewhat flippant, who might
say the wrong thing, who may deserve
to have words taken down. He is the
guy who says I may agree with what he
just said about the fellow Member of
the House, I might agree with his poli-
tics, I might disagree, but I am going
to stick with the rule books. We need
to have somebody like that. And he
keeps people like the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. LAHooOD) watching that
clock.

There was a great TV commercial of
Motel 6 years ago. Tom Bodett made
famous the line, ‘I am going to Kkeep
the light on for you.” I always liked
that because my mom would keep the
light on for us when we were teenagers
going home because the light rep-
resented security, the light represented
home and wisdom and fairness. Charlie
has kept the light on for all of us for
many, many years, a source of wisdom,
a source of fairness, a bright spot no
matter what the legislative agenda of
the day was; and we thank Charlie for
all of his hard work.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. WAXMAN).

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, so much
of the time in this institution in recent
years has been partisan, rancorous
comments back and forth, difficult
feelings among the Members; and this
year, which is an election year, has ex-
acerbated all of that. So it is impor-
tant to note that Democrats and Re-
publicans are joined together because
what we are all experiencing is a sig-
nificant loss for this institution, for
the people’s House, the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Charlie Johnson has served as an in-
tegral part of the legislative process,
and I feel privileged to have had the op-
portunity to work with him over the
years. We have been the beneficiaries
of his intellect, thoughtfulness, and in-
tegrity time and time again. Several
years ago, Charlie noted that his prede-
cessor, William Brown, had set a stand-
ard of ‘‘intellectual vigor, sharing of
information, and a sharing of responsi-
bility with a grace that was accom-
panied by a total devotion to the House
of Representatives.” Charlie has more
than met that standard.

He does serve an important role, but
it is more than just the role he serves.
He has embodied the person that all of
us can look to as one who will judge
the issues with fairness based on the
rules, based on the idea that laws gov-
ern not just individuals, and that when
he makes his determination on all of
the precedents and the exact wording
of the rules, we know that is the course
that we all have to agree to.

I came here from the California State
legislature, and I think many legisla-
tures are like this, the speaker has

May 20, 2004

complete control. The speaker gets to
appoint the Members to the commit-
tees and the chairmen, and assigns the
members’ offices and staff, and the
speaker can make the rulings, and it is
the speaker’s authority alone to make
the rulings.

So when I came here, I was surprised
to find out that the Speaker could not
just make a decision that benefited
those of us on a certain side of the
issue. He had to go to Charlie Johnson
to find out what the rules were, and he
had to abide by that decision.

I have come to realize how important
that is for an institution to be able to
have someone with such integrity and
knowledge that we can look to to be
the final say on what the rules are be-
cause we have to follow the rules in
this institution and in a country that
looks to the rule of law as essential.

I have come to recognize that as im-
portant, just as I have come over the
years to recognize even the importance
of seniority, which I more and more ap-
preciate the longer I am here.

I want to say that I have not only
benefited from Charlie’s wisdom and
advice but from his friendship. I have
not had the opportunity to travel with
him. Maybe now that Charlie is leav-
ing, we will have to go on an Elder Hos-
tel trip together because we are ad-
vancing in age. He has been a terrific
friend to me, someone I have tremen-
dous respect for, and it is shared by ev-
eryone in this institution. He is cer-
tainly going to be missed.

This is a change that many of us
hoped we would not see, not only with
Charlie’s absence but a change in his
guidance for all of us; and I join all of
my colleagues, Democrats and Repub-
licans, liberals and conservatives, in
supporting this resolution to thank
him for a job well done.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from Buf-
falo, New York (Mr. QUINN), another
Member who unfortunately has chosen
to retire at the end of this term.

(Mr. QUINN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
join my colleagues this morning, most-
ly in leadership positions, who have
come to the floor this morning, Char-
lie, to talk about your wisdom and fair-
ness and work ethnic; and I want to as-
sociate myself with their remarks, of
course. But I am one of those dozens of
the Speaker pro tempores. Charlie has
made us all look good, both on C-SPAN
and back home for our constituents,
and for our colleagues here in the
Chamber.

I was in the chair one day and some
rule question came up. After I an-
swered it, my mother called me on the
phone and said, ‘“‘How did you know all
of those rules so quickly?”’

I said, ‘It was easy, Charlie Johnson
was there.”

She said, ‘““Who is he?”

I said, ‘“Well, he is the guy that does
the trick. He talks into the microphone
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s0 you hear him, but so nobody else
hears him, and he explains the rules.”

Charlie, on behalf of all of the Speak-
er pro tempores, some with a little
more experience than others, who you
have made look good across the coun-
try and in front of our colleagues, I
want to thank you for knowing those
rules, for sharing those rules, and for
keeping this place a place of order
when we are in the chair trying to keep
order.

I guess the trick for you then and
your staff is to be heard, but not to be
heard when you do your job best. And
I would submit to my colleagues here
in the Chamber that we all can take a
lesson from this gentleman as he leaves
us. When we do our business, we should
try to be heard, and maybe not be
heard so loud during those times of
emotion, during those times of debate,
during those times of political argu-
ments, to be heard, of course, but to
not be heard. And Charlie, for that
service to us as that group of people
that chair these sessions, and on behalf
of all our constituents across the coun-
try, I want to say thanks for a job well
done. We appreciate it. We will always
remember you.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT).

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I have
served in the House for more than half
of the 40 years that Charlie Johnson
has served as Parliamentarian. As a
matter of fact, I had just become a
Member of the House with no more
than 3 weeks of experience when I wan-
dered onto the floor one day, having
mistaken the bells and thought there
was about to be a vote.

Before I could get off the floor and go
back about my business, Charlie beck-
oned me to the chair; and the next
thing I knew I was wielding the gavel,
presiding over the House, never having
done that before in my life. I was never
more thankful to have someone who
knew what he was doing sitting behind
me whispering instructions, and I have
been thankful ever since that Charlie
Johnson was in that position.
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For all those 22 years that I have
known him, his chair behind the
Speaker, his office across the hall have
been sources of civility in a House that
is often contentious, sometimes bitter
and pugnacious and embattled. For all
those years, the Parliamentarian has
been an authority that everyone in this
House, both sides of the aisle, have rec-
ognized and respected because his rul-
ings and his advice and his good judg-
ment have always been based on prece-
dent and on sound thinking.

His office made him powerful. Any-
one who became the Parliamentarian
of the House would be powerful inher-
ently, but his knowledge, his ability
and his manner made him authori-
tative. The House could not be the
House that the Framers intended us to
be, the people’s House, without some-
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times passionate, hard-hitting debate;
but the House could not operate in that
mode, sometimes pushing the envelope
of civility, without a referee that ev-
erybody trusted and respected. For a
long, long time, Charlie has been such
a referee.

My respect for Charlie Johnson on
our side, the Democratic side of the
aisle, was established over the years
and well-founded, but his great ability,
his inherent decent fairness, was recog-
nized to his credit and theirs when our
Republican colleagues moved into the
majority and made him their Parlia-
mentarian, too. He proved his fairness,
his basic inherent fairness, by serving
both parties without ever breaking
stride. I do not think anyone in the
years that I have served here has ever
accused him of bending with partisan
winds. Charlie Johnson has called them
the way he saw them for the last 40
years.

The House of Representatives is los-
ing, we should not fool ourselves, a
huge amount of institutional memory
with the loss and retirement of Charlie
Johnson. Four decades in the Parlia-
mentarian’s office, 10 years as Chief
Parliamentarian, and during all those
40 years he has embodied those quali-
ties that we need most in a parliamen-
tarian: erudition and evenhandedness,
great authority and great good humor,
too, and overall a keen understanding
of this great institution of the Repub-
lic.

He has made the people’s House de-
serve its name. He has helped us make
this complex system that we call de-
mocracy work and work well.

Though he is leaving, he leaves be-
hind him a legacy that will inform the
proceedings of this House for a long
time to come, and he is leaving a well-
trained staff of Parliamentarians.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The time of the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. FROST) has expired.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent, in light of the fact
that we have so many requests to talk
about Charlie, that we extend the de-
bate on this for an additional 5 min-
utes; and I would like to yield that 5
minutes to the control of my friend
from Dallas, Texas (Mr. FROST).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Without objection, there will
be an additional 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
additional seconds to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. SPRATT).

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I remem-
ber when John Sullivan was first ap-
pointed and moved from the House
Committee on Armed Services. The day
after he took his office as the Deputy
Parliamentarian, the staff on the
House Committee on Armed Services
concocted a convoluted parliamentary
problem, which I presented to him as
an innocent junior Member of the
House, which John was immediately
stumped by before he realized that it
was all a hoax. Today, if we presented
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him that Gordian knot, I think he
could probably cut it.

Charlie, you have taught us not just
the procedures of the House and taught
us well, but you have taught us the
reasons that those rules must prevail.
That is a legacy that will last for a
long, long time. I think the brooding
omnipresence of Charlie Johnson will
loom over this House for a long time to
come.

Thank you for everything you have
done for us and this great institution.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. THORNBERRY),
who often presides very ably over this
institution.

(Mr. THORNBERRY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
Members come to this Congress with a
policy agenda or a political agenda. We
spend our time and effort trying to
make some change we think is good for
the country. Yet there is something
bigger and more enduring than any one
of us or any one of our issues. That
something is the institution of the
House of Representatives.

I believe that every elected Member
has a responsibility to that institution,
but it is the professionals who serve as
the officers and staff of the House that
make sure it is preserved and pro-
tected. They serve the House and the
Nation day and night through heated
debates and even through long, dull
special orders.

Nobody has served this House more
faithfully and more nobly than our
Parliamentarian, Charles Johnson. He
is smart and insightful as his job re-
quired, but he also has the integrity to
be trusted by both sides of the aisle
during heated debate and controversial
rulings. He has a sense of history and,
I think, a sense of responsibility for
this institution going back 217 years to
the Constitutional Convention on
through today and on through genera-
tions to come.

The House has been in good hands
during Charlie Johnson’s tenure, and
part of his legacy, part of his lasting
influence, will be felt through his suc-
cessor. I join in expressing sadness at
his leaving, but also admiration and
gratitude for his service.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to join my colleagues in paying
tribute to and saying a word of thank
you to Charles Johnson, the distin-
guished Parliamentarian of the House
of Representatives.

This is my 18th year of serving in
this House, and this Member can tes-
tify to the fact that Charles Johnson
has been a fair, hardworking, com-
mitted and dedicated public servant.
When new Members were given the
chance to preside over the House, he
was always patient and eager to help
Members make it through the process.
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The House is a better House, and the
country is a better country because of
Charles Johnson.

It is my belief that when historians
pick up their pens and write the his-
tory of this House during the latter
part of the 20th century and the begin-
ning of the 21st century, they will have
to write that a man called Charles
Johnson made a lasting contribution to
maintaining order and peace in this
House.

But he did more than maintain order
and peace with his talents, skills and
ability. He helped guide this House
through some of the most important
and sometimes bitter debates and dis-
cussions. Charles Johnson has helped
guide this House through the discus-
sion and debate on voting rights, civil
rights, Medicare, the Higher Education
Act, war and peace.

I want to join my colleagues to
thank Charles Johnson for all of his
good work and for his contribution to-
ward the strengthening of our democ-
racy. Charles Johnson, Mr. Parliamen-
tarian, we wish you well in the days
and years to come.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

(Mr. LATOURETTE asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker,
when we are all here on the floor, there
are often calls for regular order. The
fellow who has kept regular order has
been Charlie Johnson during my 10
years.

A lot of platitudes have been spoken
and they are all well deserved. I want
to extend my voice in saying thanks
for giving me the guidance when I have
had the honor of presiding over the
House from time to time.

I do want to tell just one quick story
in the minute that I have been given
because the majority leader made sort
of a joke about the 3-hour vote on pre-
scription drugs and some Members in
the House, when they scream regular
order, because we are all busy, we do
not take time to read the rules, do not
know that the votes are a minimum of
15 minutes and not a maximum of 15
minutes.

But I can recall during a rather con-
tentious vote the Republicans were up
206-204 and time had expired. A rather
excited Member from the West Coast,
California, came running up, it was not
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER), and said, ‘“You’ve got to close
this thing down. We have to win this
vote. You need to shut it down.”

We looked and saw that earlier in the
day 420 Members had voted, we were
about 10 Members short; it was late in
the evening, everybody was out having
dinner, coming back; it was raining in
the Capital. Charlie Johnson then said,
“When you’re in the minority, you un-
derstand that you’re not going to win a
lot of votes here, and when you'’re in
the majority you can and probably
should win most votes, but what you
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can’t do when you’re in the majority is
steal a vote. We need to keep this vote
open to make sure that those 10 Mem-
bers who voted just a half an hour ago
have the opportunity to be here and
cast their ballots.”

We wound up winning and the Mem-
ber on that occasion who was excited
came up later and apologized for
screaming. Charlie Johnson has been
fair, fair to the Republicans, fair to the
Democrats, and I shall miss him very
much.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN).

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I take
this time to say thank you to Charlie
Johnson for his public service. He has
never been elected as a Member of this
body, but he has had as much influence
as anyone who has ever been elected to
this House in preserving the traditions
of this great democratic institution,
and I thank him for that. His contribu-
tions go well beyond the 40 years of
service because what he has done in his
service will be a lasting tradition in
this body and will serve future genera-
tions.

He cannot duck a single tough issue,
but he has ruled every time on the
basis of sound precedent without par-
tisan considerations. He is a person of
the highest integrity, an encyclopedic
mind, a person who is totally com-
mitted to our country and this legisla-
tive body.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to take
this 1 minute as one Member of this
body to thank Charlie Johnson for
what he has done to make this great
institution a better place for the fu-
ture.

I thank you, I thank you for your
friendship, and I thank you for your
commitment.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 1 minute to my good
friend, the gentleman from Atlanta,
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I, first of
all, associate myself with all the kind
remarks that have been made about
Charlie, but I thought back to my first
day here. I was elected on a special
election, came in, I knew no one, and it
was a hustle and bustle. Charlie John-
son was the guy who got me through
that in what was a blur to me.

Secondly, I am reminded of how
great this institution is, and I am re-
minded of three silent factors the pub-
lic never sees. First is the sconce of
Moses that looks down upon the Speak-
er as an inanimate object, but as a con-
stant reminder of the integrity we all
need. Second is our Founding Father,
George Washington, whose portrait
hangs on this side of our Capitol to re-
mind us of where we come from.

The third silent but very present, day
in and day out, person that guides the
integrity of this most important insti-
tution is the quiet but effective leader-
ship of Charlie Johnson. This institu-
tion has been blessed to have leaders of
great capability from elected office,
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but from that seat next to the Speaker,
we have been blessed to have a man
who has the excellent commitment to
fairness, integrity, responsibility and
the preservation of this Republic, and
that is Charlie Johnson.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MCNULTY).

Mr. McNULTY. Mr. Speaker I am
honored to stand here today and asso-
ciate myself with the remarks of
Speaker HASTERT and Leader PELOSI
and all of the other Members in thank-
ing Charlie Johnson for his 40 years of
outstanding service to the House of
Representatives and to the country.

When I first came to the Congress in
the 1980s, I served on a regular basis as
one of the Speaker pro tems. At that
time I knew very little about par-
liamentary procedure and almost noth-
ing about the House rules. I thank
Charlie and my friend the late Bill
Brown and John and Tom and Muftia
and Gay and all of the others who
helped through the years to educate me
about the House rules and to have that
wonderful experience which, inciden-
tally, I hope I have again someday.

Charlie, I would sum it up this way:
You are the very definition of out-
standing public service. I wish you
good health and happiness for many,
many years to come.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, we have
many, many Members who want to
have an opportunity to be heard on this
and so, at this moment, I am going to
ask unanimous consent that general
leave be provided so that all Members
may include statements in the RECORD
upon Charlie Johnson’s retirement.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that my friend
from Texas (Mr. FROST) be given an ad-
ditional 1¥%2 minutes for debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy to yield 1 minute to my very,
very good friend, the gentleman from
Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON).

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Charlie, we are certainly going to
miss you. Sometimes that does not
seem like enough, but all of the Mem-
bers of the House and the fellow staff
members here in the House are cer-
tainly going to miss you. Sometimes
simple words are the best.

Parliamentary procedure, as has been
stated here, the Rules of the House
equally and uniformly applied to all,
are what make this emotional and
sometimes polarized place work. Char-
lie and I have sometimes disagreed
about the interpretation of those rules
and we have debated it a little bit.
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Yielding to the superior wisdom of
Charlie, I found out that you can end
debate with a nondebatable motion
here in the House, but if we were back
in Idaho, you could not do that. We
have had some very interesting de-
bates.

I always found, when I practiced den-
tistry, that when I was hiring a new
chairside assistant, it was sometimes
often easier to hire somebody that had
no experience because then you did not
have to untrain them before you re-
trained them. Sometimes I think Char-
lie’s toughest job here is to take some
of us who have been presiding officers
in State legislatures and untrain us of
the rules that we learned in our State
legislatures before he retrained us
about the Rules of the House.

I know that you have done a fan-
tastic job. We have all enjoyed working
with you. Sometimes the measure of an
individual’s performance is what those
around him think about the job that he
has done. As I have talked to other
staff members here, I can tell you one
of the things that was said yesterday,
someone said, ““If T had to think of one
word to describe Charlie, it would be
‘integrity.”” That is not a bad legacy
to leave.

Thank you, Charlie. We are going to
miss you.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL).

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Charlie, you have
served your country and you have
served this wonderful House. At a time
when we have lost something in terms
of ritual and ceremony, you have al-
ways brought us back to reality.
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Thomas Jefferson, I am sure, would
be very proud of you. Our laws and our
rules are based upon what he wrote.

We were brought together 8 years ago
when I came into this House by a mu-
tual friend. It was the right move. The
first person I met on this floor was
Charlie Johnson.

And I know you have wished well
your successor. I know he will do well.
I know John will do very well. This is
a great institution, Charlie, and we
will never forget how you served your
country.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. BLUMENAUER).

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, we
have talked about the contribution
that our friend Charlie Johnson has
made to the rules of the House, and
that he has provided the context to un-
derstand the rules. But I think the
thing that I have come to appreciate is
the human face that he puts on it. It is
the dimension provided by the out-
standing men and women who make
this place work behind the scenes, that
we all come to appreciate.
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Charlie, you epitomize those people;
and ultimately it is that human face
that is going to provide the strength to
make sure that the House follows
through on the path that you have
charted so ably in the past 40 years. We
greatly appreciate your contributions.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Peoria,
Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), who, as has been
pointed out, time and time again so
ably presides over this institution as
Speaker pro tempore.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I think
people watching this would find it kind
of odd that I would have to step down
off the podium in order to speak, but
Charlie would never allow me to speak
from up there because it is not accord-
ing to the rules of the House.

And I think people would find it odd
that Charlie cannot speak today. Char-
lie has spoken many, many times on
this floor through those of us who have
had the great opportunity and privilege
to serve as Speaker pro tempore. But it
is not according to the rules. And if it
is not according to the rules, it does
not happen. And if it is not according
to the rules by Charlie Johnson, it does
not happen.

I was quoted in CQ as saying that
Charlie runs the House, and I hope our
leadership does not take offense at
that; but Charlie really has run the
House for many years, and thank good-
ness for that.

I think many people do not realize
that in 1994 not one of us in the major-
ity presided. When we were sworn in in
1995, not one of us in the majority had
ever presided over the House. And if it
were not for the magnificent work of
Charlie and his entire staff, think of
the chaos that could be created when
we turn over an entire House to a new
majority of people who obviously
maybe know a little bit about the rules
but not much. And if it were not for
the great work of Charlie and all of his
people, think of the kind of chaos.

And we were dealing with some real-
ly important issues here. I know you
do not like to hear about the Contract
with America, but that was the agenda
for 3 months, and that was major legis-
lation. And we could not have done it,
and those of us who had the privilege
early on of presiding could have never
done it. It would not have been possible
for us if we had not really paid atten-
tion to Charlie Johnson and the people
that work in his office, and they really
are the ones that allow us to do the
things that we were able to do through-
out the 10 years that we have been in
the majority.

When people say to me, How did you
get so good at presiding? It is a very
simple answer. I listened to Charlie
Johnson. That is the answer. And when
one listens to Charlie, they get good
advice.

I want to say one word about these
jobs that we have: we could not do
without the kind of spouses that allow
us to do them, and I want to say a word
about Martha. Martha is here.
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And, Martha, I want to say to you,
thank you for giving us this extraor-
dinary human being who has given us
so much. We are in your debt for the
kind of, I think, tolerance that you
have lent to the job that Charlie has
done, the long nights, the late nights,
and the good work.

Charlie, job well done. God speed.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. BAIRD).

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, on the
night of September 11, I began to think
about what might happen if this insti-
tution were to perish in an attack, and
I asked, who should we talk to to learn
the answer to that question? And the
answer to that was Charlie Johnson.

Charlie, I want to thank you and
your entire staff for your help on that
issue but, more importantly, for how
you help us every single day.

People around the country see us dis-
agree and bicker all the time here, and
they say is there not anything you peo-
ple can agree on? Today, my friends,
we have agreed on something. We have
agreed to honor this magnificent indi-
vidual, his service to our country and
the principle of the rules that keep our
democracy, our Republic, and this
great body functioning.

I thank you, Charlie, and I thank my
colleagues for their great words today.
God speed, Charlie.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. KIND).

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me this time.

Charlie, they say that politics is a
sea of conflict. If that is true, then you
have been the steady hand that has
guided this ship of state, our demo-
cratic process, through so many years
of calm and troubled waters. You will
be missed. We have appreciated your
service. You are the epitome of what
public service is all about.

And, as I encouraged Terry just be-
fore his retirement, and I have enjoyed
the conversations that we have had in
regards to the tradition and the his-
tory and the culture of this place, I en-
courage you to record your memories
and maybe put it in book form to share
with the rest of the world because in so
many ways, you are also the repository
of a lot of the knowledge and memories
that are embodied in this place.

So we all wish you well today. We
wish you Godspeed and may you have a
very long and happy and healthy re-
tirement. Thank you.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LINDER), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Technology and the
House of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, when the
Republican transition occurred in De-
cember of 1994, I was charged with the
responsibility of interviewing people
and finding hires for the top five posi-
tions in the House, and one of those
was Parliamentarian. I frankly came
at it with some suspicion. If someone
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could be working so long for the other
party in control, could that person be
fair? And he convinced me over two
meetings that his job was not to be fair
or unfair, but to know the rules. He has
proven that he does, with an even hand;
and I join all my colleagues in thank-
ing him in his service to his country.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would like to close again by ex-
pressing appreciation on behalf of all of
the many staff members here in this
institution who work so closely with
Charlie Johnson, all of those who are
working for us here today and the
members of committee staffs and per-
sonal staffs who have worked so closely
with him.

And I would like to close by sharing
with our colleagues a note that was
handed to me a few minutes ago. It
says: “Dear Charlie, thanks for your 40
years of service to the House and our
country. I wish you all the best. Keep
your arm loose. We may need to call
you in from the bullpen.” This is a
handwritten note from the President of
the United States, George W. Bush,
which I will give to you, Charlie, as
soon as we have the resolution.

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to congratulate Par-
liamentarian Charles Johnson on four decades
of service to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and to wish him the very best for a well-
earned retirement.

As all Members are aware, the job of House
Parliamentarian is an exceedingly difficult one.
One must have a scholarly grasp of the rules
governing this institution, the integrity to be an
honest and fair judge, and an ability to work
with both sides of the aisle in contentious mo-
ments. Throughout my twenty-five years of
service in the House, | have seen Charlie ex-
hibit these qualities with the highest distinc-
tion.

Charlie began his service in the Parliamen-
tarian’s office in 1964, shortly after graduating
from the University of Virginia School of Law.
In 1994, he was appointed Parliamentarian by
a Democratic Speaker, Tom Foley. In a testa-
ment to his character, he was then re-
appointed by two Republican Speakers, Newt
Gingrich and Dennis Hastert. All Members of
this body have relied on Charlie’s keen intel-
lect and sound judgment, day in and day out.
He has served with the greatest integrity and
will be missed. However, all Members wel-
come his respected successor John Sullivan,
who Charlie has mentored.

Fittingly, Charlie will continue to serve our
country in other ways when he retires from
this institution. In collaboration with the Parlia-
mentarian of the House of Commons in the
United Kingdom, he plans to produce a book
on parliamentary procedure that will be a wel-
come addition to the field. In addition, after an
activity that is dear to my heart, he will lend
his talents to the San Francisco Giants as a
batting practice pitcher.

| want to thank Charlie for his wisdom, his
commitment to being a nonpartisan advisor,
and above all his forty years of service to the
United States House of Representatives. We
thank him for sharing his life with us these
many years, and wish him the very best in his
endeavors to come.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as many have
already stated, and as many more Members
are eager to express, Charlie Johnson’s de-
parture will be a loss to this great institution
we serve, and which Charlie has served so
well for 22 years.

| am actually one of the few Members of the
House who can say | was already here before
Charlie was, although he arrived here within
only a couple of short years after | did. Since
that time, we’ve had the opportunity to grow
older together.

Throughout his tenure, Charlie has been a
wise counselor, a trusted confidant, and an
impartial adjudicator who has served both par-
ties without pride or prejudice.

For those who don’t readily grasp the signifi-
cance of the role of Parliamentarian, it is the
Parliamentarian who makes sure that we can
continue to conduct the House’s business
every hour of every day.

Those visiting, or watching at home on C-
SPAN, may understand the importance of the
House Parliamentarian as Members come and
go from the Speaker's Chair. When they see
Members in the Chair making procedural deci-
sions, they also see the Parlimentarian’s staff
providing helpful advice on a timely basis.

For those of us who serve in the House, the
Parliamentarian is an absolute lifeline. He'’s
also the occasional judge, father confessor,
and calm in the storm of the House floor as
Members and parties seek to advance their
own interests.

Although it seems that we increasingly can’t
find ourselves in agreement on many things,
too many things for that matter, one thing that
is beyond dispute is that Charlie has em-
bodied the ideal of the civil servant who tire-
lessly has served the interests of the Amer-
ican people.

I, like so many others, am proud to have
served with him.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with both gratitude and sadness that | rise to
honor the Parliamentarian of the House,
Charles W. Johnson, on his upcoming retire-
ment. Charlie has long served the House, and
he has done so with distinction, integrity, and
honor. He has embodied the nonpartisan tradi-
tions that make the Parliamentarian’s Office
one of the most respected institutions in this
House.

Through our constant debating of matters
large and small, Charlie has remained a calm
head guiding us through our differences with a
quiet grace. His abiding love for the institution
and his knowledge of the rules are unparal-
leled. He will be greatly missed. | deeply ap-
preciate his service and wish him well. As he
passes into retirement, we all bid a fond fare-
well to an unsung hero who kept the great
wheels of this democracy turning.

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the resolution, and to thank Mr.
Charles Johnson, the Parliamentarian, for his
service to this institution and its members.
Those of us who have the privilege to serve
as committee chairmen know first hand the
good work done by Charlie and his team of
professionals. In many ways, the Parliamen-
tarian and his deputies are the grease which
makes our legislative machine work a little
more smoothly.

Charlie’s dedication to this institution spans
his 40-year career. Beginning his career fresh
out of the University of Virginia law school in
1963, he guided members of both parties
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through the shoals of the legislative process.
Charlie was particularly helpful to those of us
who were newly elected committee and sub-
committee chairmen in 1995 and beyond. His
advice and counsel have served us all well as
we learned the sometimes difficult lessons of
legislating in the 21st century.

As anyone who knows Charlie knows, his
only greater love than this institution is his
love of baseball. As he begins his retirement
after 40 years of crouching behind home plate,
we all hope he enjoys watching the rest of the
game from the stands.

Mr. Speaker, | wish Mr. Johnson well in his
retirement, and extend my heartfelt thanks for
his service.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair will entertain five 1-minute
speeches on each side.
————
ARE WE WINNING THE WAR ON
TERROR?

(Mr. TURNER of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TURNER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it has been almost 3 years since the
September 11 attacks by a small, but
deadly, network of terrorists; and
America is asking, are we winning the
war on terror? Are we better off today
than we were 4 years ago?

To win the war on terror, we must
succeed on three fronts simulta-
neously: we must attack the terrorists,
we must protect the homeland, and we
must prevent the rise of future terror-
ists.

Our protracted conflict in Iraq has
overextended our military and limits
our capacity to confront the emerging
threats around the world. The terrorist
threat is growing into an even larger
network of loosely affiliated groups
whose common thread is their hatred
of America.

We have yet to pursue a strategy to
strengthen the voices of moderation in
the Muslim world that are our best
hope for preventing the rise of future
terrorists.

Serious security gaps remain at our
ports, in the air, on our trains, at our
borders. Chemical, biological, nuclear,
and conventional threats are increas-
ing.

We are fighting the war on terror,
but are we winning? To make Ameri-
cans safer, we must move faster and be
stronger than we are today.

————
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION
HAVE BEEN FOUND IN IRAQ

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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