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over and over again the problem; but
very few solutions have come from it.
It is by no means intended to be a
quick fix to the problem of sexual as-
sault, but, instead, is intended to be a
positive first step towards remedying
this terrible problem.

Along with my colleagues on the
Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues, I also plan to introduce a com-
prehensive legislation package to deal
with other aspects of this issue based
on the findings from the Congressional
Caucus for Women’s Issues hearing, ad-
ditional research and information that
we have been gathering, as well as the
task force report.

We look forward to continuing to
work together in a productive manner
to eliminate sexual assaults of our
United States servicewomen. Again, it
is a first step, and I encourage my col-
leagues to approve this amendment to
the fiscal year 20056 DOD authorization
bill.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself 1 minute. Mr. Chairman, I want
to take this time to thank the mem-
bers of the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues, and my co-chair-
woman, the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER). Her work on
this issue has been very valuable, and
she has been very aggressive; and I
think the result of our hearings are
bearing fruit here in this amendment.

I would also like to thank the chair-
man of the committee and the ranking
member for their letting us offer this
amendment and also, hopefully, mak-
ing it a part of the bill.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. SoLIS), the vice
chair of the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues on the Democratic
side.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Chairman, today I
rise in support of the amendment as
vice chair of the Congressional Caucus
for Women’s Issues. As we all know,
our dedicated military servicemen and
-women dedicate and risk their lives in
order to protect our great Nation. We
stand united on both sides of the aisle
today as the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues to bring awareness to
an alarming trend of sexual assaults
against women in all branches of the
military.

The Pentagon itself has reported
more than 100 cases of sexual assaults
amongst troops deployed in Iraq and
Afghanistan over the past 14 months.
These numbers are not necessarily re-
flective of the actual situation, be-
cause women are discouraged from
seeking help or reporting their assaults
because of our military system, which
has no comprehensive policy to address
sexual assaults.

We are in the midst of a growing
problem of violence against women
that will not be tolerated. In March,
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the Congressional Caucus for Women’s
Issues held a hearing on sexual assaults
in the military, where we heard di-
rectly from a courageous survivor, Cap-
tain Machmer. Her message was very
powerful and clear: the military has a
pervasive culture that needs to be ag-
gressively addressed. She said, and I
quote, “My assailant received a reduc-
tion in rank to specialist, forfeited $826
for 2 months, and had extra duty for 30
days. And, still, this person works on
the base I worked on.”

In fact, studies estimate that 75 to 84
percent of alleged offenders are honor-
ably discharged. What type of message
are we sending to women serving in our
country, and, more importantly, the
next generation of women interested in
joining the Armed Forces?

Last week, the DOD Task Force on
Care For Victims of Sexual Assault re-
leased a report with recommendations.
In line with these recommendations,
this amendment that we are presenting
here tonight would require the Sec-
retary of Defense to develop a com-
prehensive policy to prevent and re-
spond to sexual assaults in the Armed
Forces.

This amendment would also require
the Secretary to take steps to improve
the Defense Department’s capacity to
respond to sexual assaults and restruc-
ture procedures on how assaults
against women are to be handled.

What we need is a commitment to
taking action. At this time, when our
troops are valiantly committed to our
country, I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support this bipar-
tisan effort.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. All
time for debate on the amendment has
expired.

The question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SKELTON).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 6 of rule XVIII, further
proceedings on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON) will be postponed.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
FEENEY) having assumed the chair, Mr.
SIMPSON, Chairman pro tempore of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 4200) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2005 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for fiscal year 2005,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.
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MAKING IN ORDER ADDITIONAL

AMENDMENTS AND MODIFICA-
TION TO AMENDMENT 13 DURING
FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4200, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, first I
just want to commend the chairman
pro tempore, the gentleman from Idaho
(Mr. SIMPSON), who has presided over
the last several hours of debate. I
thank him for a great job.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that during further consideration
of H.R. 4200, pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 648, the amendments I have placed
at the desk shall be in order as though
printed in House Report 108-499 and
numbered 29, 30, 31, and 32; and

amendment No. 13 in that report be
modified in the form that I have placed
at the desk; and

the amendments and the modifica-
tion that I have placed at the desk
shall be considered as read for purposes
of this unanimous consent request.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, and I shall not
object at this point, but I wish to offer
a brief explanation to one aspect of one
of the amendments addressed by this
request offered by the gentleman from
California, and I do so on behalf of my
colleague, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. MARSHALL).

Mr. Speaker, if you read the text of
the amendment, it is very difficult to
decipher, so the unanimous consent re-
quest makes in order this amendment
to correct a mistake in the drafting of
the bill. The amendment proposes to
add a military construction project to
replace the fire crash/rescue station for
Warner Robins Air Force Base, Geor-
gia. The amendment offsets this addi-
tion by deleting another military con-
struction project, the Visitors Quarters
at Homestead Air Reserve Base in Flor-
ida.

With that explanation, Mr. Speaker,
I agree with the chairman in his re-
quest.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The text of the amendments and the
modification are as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 29

At the end of title X (page 409, after line

13), insert the following new section:
SEC. 1077. PLACEMENT OF MEMORIAL IN ARLING-
TON NATIONAL CEMETERY HON-
ORING NONCITIZENS KILLED IN THE
LINE OF DUTY WHILE SERVING IN

THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Army shall place in Arlington National Cem-
etery a memorial marker honoring the serv-
ice and sacrifice of noncitizens killed in the
line of duty while serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States.
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(b) APPROVAL OF DESIGN AND SITE.—The
Secretary of the Army, in consultation with
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall approve
an appropriate design and site within Arling-
ton National Cemetery for the memorial
marker provided for under subsection (a).

(c) USE oF FEDERAL FUNDS.—Federal funds
shall not be required or permitted to be used
for the design and construction of the memo-
rial marker provided for under subsection
(a).

(d) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DONATIONS.—(1)
The Secretary of the Army may accept gifts
and donations of services, money, and prop-
erty (including personal, tangible, or intan-
gible property) for the design and construc-
tion of the memorial marker provided for
under subsection (a).

(2) The authority of the Secretary of the
Army to accept gifts and donations under
paragraph (1) shall expire on the date that is
five years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 30

Page 479, in the table following line 9—

(1) in the item for Robins Air Force Base,
strike ‘‘$15,000,000 and insert ‘‘$21,570,000°’;
and

(2) in the total at the bottom of the table,
strike “$398,714,000”” and insert ‘‘$405,284,000.

Page 483, line 2, strike ‘$2,493,679,000” and
insert ‘$2,500,249,000".

Page 483, line 5, strike ¢‘$398,714,000 and
insert ‘‘$405,284,000"".

Page 492, line 7, strike $114,090,000” and
insert ‘$107,520,000"".

AMENDMENT NO. 31

At the end of title I (page 27, after line 10),
insert the following new section:

SEC. = . TRANSFER OF CERTAIN ARMY PRO-
CUREMENT FUNDS.

(a) INCREASE FOR CERTAIN HELICOPTER
ITEMS.—The amount provided in section
101(1) for procurement of aircraft for the
Army is hereby increased by $4,000,000, of
which—

(1) $2,000,000 shall be available for procure-
ment of the Aircraft Wireless Intercom Sys-
tem; and

(2) $2,000,000 shall be available for procure-
ment of bladefold Kkits for Apache Heli-
copters.

(b) OFFSET.—The amount provided in sec-
tion 101(5) for Other Procurement, Army, is
hereby reduced by $4,000,000, to be derived
from amounts for Information Systems.

AMENDMENT NO. 32

At the end of subtitle F of title V (page 172,
after line 9), insert the following new sec-
tion:

SEC. 5 . ESTABLISHMENT OF COLLEGE FINAN-
CIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA NATIONAL
GUARD.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary concerned may, in recognition of the
unique position of the District of Columbia
in the Federal system, provide financial as-
sistance to eligible members of the National
Guard of the District of Columbia for ex-
penses of such a member while enrolled in an
approved institution of higher education in a
degree, certificate, or other program (includ-
ing a program of study abroad approved for
credit by the institution of higher education)
leading to a recognized educational creden-
tial at the institution of higher education.
Any such assistance may be provided only
during the program applicability period
specified in subsection (i).

(b) AUTHORITY SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF
APPROPRIATIONS.—The authority provided in
subsection (a) is subject to the availability
of appropriations for that purpose.

(¢) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for finan-
cial assistance under this section, a member
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of the National Guard of the District of Co-
lumbia must—

(1) be a member of the National Guard of
the District of Columbia for not less than
the 12 consecutive months preceding the
commencement of the tuition assistance and
continue to be such a member while receiv-
ing such assistance;

(2) agree to serve one year in the National
Guard of the District of Columbia for each
academic year of assistance provided;

(3) be enrolled or accepted for enrollment
in a program of education referred to in sub-
section (a) at an institution of higher edu-
cation; and

(4) if already enrolled, maintain satisfac-
tory progress in the course of study the
member is pursuing in accordance with sec-
tion 484(c) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091(c)).

(d) COVERED EXPENSES.—Expenses for
which financial assistance may be provided
under this section are the following:

(1) Tuition and fees charged by an approved
institution of higher education involved.

(2) The cost of books.

(3) Laboratory expenses.

(e) AMOUNT.—(1) The amount of financial
assistance provided to a member of the Na-
tional Guard of the District of Columbia
under this section shall be prescribed by the
Secretary concerned, but may not exceed
$2,500 for any academic year. The Secretary
concerned shall prorate assistance under this
section for members who pursue a program
of education on less than a full-time basis.

(2) A member may not receive more than
$12,500 under this section.

(f) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to require an institution
of higher education to alter the institution’s
admissions policies or standards in any man-
ner to enable a member of the National
Guard of the District of Columbia to enroll
in the institution.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘“‘approved institution of high-
er education” means an institution of higher
education (as defined in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001))
that—

(A) is eligible to participate in the student
financial assistance programs under title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1070 et seq.); and

(B) has entered into an agreement with the
Secretary concerned containing such condi-
tions as the Secretary may specify, including
a requirement that the institution use the
funds made available under this section to
supplement and not supplant assistance that
otherwise would be provided to eligible stu-
dents from the District of Columbia National
Guard.

(2) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’” means—

(A) the Secretary of the Army, in the case
of the Army National Guard of the District
of Columbia; and

(B) the Secretary of the Air Force, in the
case of the Air National Guard of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—At the close of each
year during which the program under this
section is in effect, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report on the effectiveness of
the program in improving recruiting and re-
tention for the District of Columbia National
Guard. Each such report shall include such
recommendations for changes in law or pol-
icy as the Secretary considers appropriate.
In the first such report, the Secretary shall
include an analysis of means for improving
the effectiveness as a recruitment and reten-
tion incentive of any program providing tui-
tion assistance for members of the District
of Columbia National Guard in existence as
of the date of the enactment of this Act.
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(i) PROGRAM APPLICABILITY PERIOD.—F'i-
nancial assistance may be provided under
this section to eligible members of the Na-
tional Guard of the District of Columbia for
periods of instruction that begin during the
three-year period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 13, AS MODIFIED

At the end of title XXXI (page 556, after
line 10), insert the following new section:
SEC. 31 . ADDITIONAL AMOUNT FOR DEFENSE

SITE ACCELERATION COMPLETION.

(a) ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.—The amount in
section 3102 is hereby increased by $50,000,000,
to be available under section 3102(1) for de-
fense site acceleration completion.

(b) OFFSET.—The amount in section 301(4),
operation and maintenance, Air Force, is
hereby reduced by $50,000,000, to be derived
from the transportation capital fund.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
649, the managers on the part of the
House on H.R. 2660 are discharged and
the bill is laid upon the table.

———

TRIBUTE TO TWO FALLEN
VIRGINIA SOLDIERS

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. Speaker, as we approach Memo-
rial Day 2004, I rise today to salute two
members of the military from the Fifth
District of Virginia who gave their
lives in service to the United States in
the war on terrorism.

Lieutenant Colonel William R. Wat-
kins III, lived in Halifax County; and
Sergeant Michael Dooley lived in Bed-
ford County. Both of these men loved
this Nation and served bravely in Iraq
in the war on terrorism. Their un-
timely death in the spring of 2003 came
as they defended the freedoms that we
cherish.

Because Lieutenant Colonel Watkins
and Sergeant Dooley joined their fel-
low soldiers in removing the Taliban
and Saddam Hussein from power, the
terrorists no longer have Afghanistan
and no longer have Iraq from which
they can operate with impunity and
with state-sponsored support to plot,
plan, and mastermind another event
like September 11 in our country.

Because of the bravery of Lieutenant
Colonel Watkins, Sergeant Dooley, and
the other hundreds of men and women
who have given their lives, the United
States and much of the world is safer.
And we thank you.

——
0 2130

BUSH RHETORIC DOES NOT MATCH
RECORD

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it
has happened again. The Timken Com-
pany of Canton, Ohio, owned by one of
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