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an America that in the wake of the 
September 11 attacks has felt threat-
ened to a degree unknown in this coun-
try since the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
such homage is more than just a final 
tribute to a parting generation. It is 
also an act of self-preservation, a way 
of reminding ourselves of our ability as 
a Nation to come together in a crisis 
and, by extension, a way of linking 
ourselves with a generation that dealt 
successfully with years of crisis. ‘Earn 
it,’ says a dying John Miller, the Army 
captain played by Tom Hanks in ‘‘Sav-
ing Private Ryan,’’ to the young Pri-
vate Ryan, whom he and his squad have 
found at great cost to themselves so 
that Ryan may leave the war and re-
turn to his mother, who has already 
lost three sons in battle.’’ 

‘‘Earn it,’’ he says. 
Fifty-nine years later, the National 

World War II Memorial has become one 
more way of ‘‘earning it,’’ of acknowl-
edging all that has been made possible 
by the sacrifices of the World War II 
generation. And on Memorial Day and 
the May 29 weekend, and in a ceremony 
to be held this Thursday here in the 
Capitol in Statuary Hall, there will be 
two handmade United States flags that 
have been made in the State of Ohio in 
our home district, the 9th Congres-
sional District, and the headers on 
those flags read as follows: Made in 
Lucas County, Ohio, U.S.A. A grateful 
Nation remembers. 

We have the letters of the two public 
laws that were passed in order to make 
the memorial a reality, and then there 
is the ruptured duck logo that every 
World War II veteran received upon 
discharge. The threads in the 17th star 
on that flag include threads from the 
sewing basket of Marian Durbin, the 
wife of Roger Durbin, as well as from 
our family, as well as from the home 
post of Roger Durbin, the Dean Post in 
Lucas County, Ohio, as well as from 
many of the women in the Embroidery 
Club of Northwest Ohio, whose parents 
participated in the war. That 17th star, 
because it is the Ohio star, is embossed 
just a bit, all according to regulation. 

One of the flags, upon completion and 
having been flown over every county in 
the 9th District, was flown around the 
world to every cemetery where we have 
U.S. troops buried or commemorated as 
missing in action. The very last stop 
was Manila, Philippines, before it was 
brought back home here to Arlington 
and flown, and it will be here in the 
Capitol for this Thursday’s ceremony. 

The other flag remained stateside 
and worked its way to the Ohio State 
capitol and was flown over the capitol, 
and now has been brought here to the 
Nation’s Capitol for official hoisting 
this Thursday. 

When we do this, one of the flags will 
be flown in honor of our World War II 
veterans who are still serving in this 
Congress, including the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), whose 
seniority numbers one here in the 
House; the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HOUGHTON); the gentleman from 

Illinois (Mr. HYDE); the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. HALL); the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA); and I believe 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS). 

So we pay tribute to those among us, 
as well as to those who have passed in 
service to our Nation. We remember 
them all, and we thank all the World 
War II veterans. 

We thank Senator Bob Dole who has 
chaired the fund-raising committee for 
this memorial, for championing these 
efforts so that the funds were raised 
privately. It is so important to remem-
ber that of all of the contributions, 
nearly $190 million has been raised 
mainly from private contributions, 
from individuals, from school children, 
from fraternal organizations, from vet-
erans organizations. 

Our States have contributed dollars 
to the construction of the memorial, 
many private companies, many small 
businesses. I think in the State of Ohio 
the largest association that made a 
contribution were funeral directors, 
the Funeral Directors Association of 
the State of Ohio. Across our country, 
including school children, thousands 
and thousands and thousands of chil-
dren have made this memorial possible, 
and there can be no finer tribute to 
America’s most unselfish and greatest 
generation than the love and remem-
brance of those grandchildren. 

f 

WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BARRETT of South Carolina). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
7, 2003, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
let me first identify myself with the re-
marks of the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR) whose very eloquent and 
heartfelt remarks certainly touched 
our hearts, and her actions and her ac-
tivity and all of the diligence that she 
has put into this, and the hard work 
and commitment she has put into this 
project is to be commended. There are 
those of us that stand in awe of the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) 
and all the work she has done for this 
generation. 

I take it as a personal favor to my 
family that the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) has been doing this 
because my father, of course, is part of 
that generation, and everything she 
said about those brave men and women 
applies to my father, who served in the 
Marine Corps during the Second World 
War and who left a poverty-stricken- 
type of family background in North 
Dakota to walk off, save the world, 
save the world from the dread and the 
tyranny of Japanese militarism and 
Naziism. Certainly this heroism is 
something that we owe such a great 
deal to. 

So, Mr. Speaker, tonight first let me 
tip my hat to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) and those who put 
such a lot of work into this project. 

ILLEGAL ALIEN INVASION 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
let me just note that the person who 
alerted me to the subject I will talk 
about tonight was a World War II vet-
eran. His name was Frank Casado, a 
very proud Mexican American, who 
owned and built Lucy’s Restaurant in 
Los Angeles. Frank later became very 
politically active. He was a Democrat, 
I might add, but he was a very close 
friend, and I would go to his restaurant 
as a young reporter and then as I 
worked in Ronald Reagan’s staff in the 
White House; and Frank would always 
pull me aside and say, ‘‘Dana, you have 
got to do something about the illegal 
alien invasion of our country. You have 
got to do something about it.’’ If there 
ever was an American of Mexican de-
scent it was Frank Casado. 

Frank joined the Navy in World War 
II, and he always prided himself that 
he had been on the boxing team and 
been one of the contenders of the 
championship of the fleet, and he was a 
very, very proud man. He was proud of 
his Mexican heritage as well, but he 
knew that the flood of illegal immi-
grants into our country was bound to 
bring us down, and if we can do any-
thing to keep faith with those veterans 
who have sacrificed so much for our 
country over the years, it is that we 
should have the courage to face the 
issue of illegal immigration and to deal 
with it, to understand that those peo-
ple who fought and died in World War 
II and have sacrificed over the years 
for our country to create this wonder-
ful country of ours, they would be ap-
palled to know that we are afraid to 
discuss the issue of illegal immigra-
tion, afraid to discuss the issue that 
perhaps is the greatest threat to Amer-
ica’s well-being today, and that is an 
onslaught, an uncontrolled invasion of, 
yes, good people but people who will 
have a dramatic impact, negative im-
pact on the American way of life. They 
did not give their lives in order to 
make sure that this country could be 
taken over by anyone who would 
thwart our laws and basically mas-
sively come into our country illegally. 

We need to have the courage to face 
the issue. Frank Casado, as I said, first 
alerted me to how this major influx of 
illegal immigration was changing the 
nature of California as he knew it and 
as he grew up, because he was a native 
Californian. He was a man who grew up 
in Los Angeles and described for me 
how this massive influx of illegal im-
migrants was bringing down the people 
of his community. People who should 
have been on the upward path instead 
were being brought down by a flood, an 
uncontrolled flood of illegal immigra-
tion. 

Let us keep faith with those people 
who defended this country and won our 
freedom and wanted us to live in a high 
standard of living and wanted our peo-
ple to have a good country. Let us keep 
faith with them. 
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And certainly let us not do one thing, 
let us not permit the benefits that we 
give to illegal aliens to have a negative 
impact on these very same senior citi-
zens, these very same soldiers, whether 
defeated Hitler or Tojo. 

In fact, today we have a very limited 
amount of health care dollars. At a 
time when our economy is moving for-
ward, but not as strong as it was, let us 
say 10 years ago, we need to make sure 
that every dollar counts. Because if a 
dollar is not spent most wisely, the 
people most affected will be our senior 
citizens and also will be our children. 
And so, today, I plead a case for these 
seniors and these children. Let us not 
dissipate the funds that are available 
to take care of our seniors and our 
children in order to provide services for 
illegal immigrants who have come here 
thumbing their nose at our law and 
blatantly and arrogantly breaking the 
law to come here. 

And, yes, these are generally honest, 
good people, coming here to improve 
their lives, but we cannot afford to 
take care of all the good people of the 
world if it means, and it will mean 
this, that we will have to cut back on 
what we give to our own citizens. 

I rise tonight to alert my colleagues 
to a vote that will be taken tomorrow 
on the floor of this Congress, a vote 
that will mark a turning point for our 
country or it will reflect a continued 
unwillingness by America’s elected of-
ficials to do anything to protect us 
from what I am calling, what I believe 
to be the greatest threat to our na-
tional security and well-being. 

Now, again, what am I talking about 
when I say that? Tomorrow morning, 
there will be a vote on legislation that 
I have offered, H.R. 3722, which will at-
tempt to protect us from a major de-
cline in our quality of life and a decline 
in quality, I might add, of the health 
care we have for our seniors and our 
children due to the uncontrolled on-
slaught of illegal immigrants into our 
country and into our hospitals and into 
our emergency rooms. 

If left unchecked, illegal immigra-
tion will destroy everything which 
those World War II veterans were fight-
ing for: a decent quality of life for our 
people, a government that is reflective 
of our values, and a country in which 
we can take care of those who are in 
need because they are people of our 
communities and of our States and of 
our country who have also served our 
country, whether they be Mexican 
Americans, like Frank Casado, or 
black Americans, or Caucasian Ameri-
cans, or Asian Americans. 

We have a country of rich diversity, 
but all of us need to stick together and 
care about each other more than we 
need to care about people who would 
come into our country illegally and 
dissipate the funds that are needed for 
these other Americans and even our 
own families to get the education and 
health care that they need. 

It is unforgivable that our govern-
ment has refused to act when the evi-

dence is so clear. Millions of people are 
being permitted to get into our coun-
try and then to stay in our country il-
legally. And this is having an horren-
dous impact on our standard of living, 
on safety in our country, and on the 
quality of life of average Americans. 

For tens of millions of Americans 
and local and legal residents, real 
wages have stagnated over the last 15 
years. We have seen a major increase in 
our standard of living and in the statis-
tics that indicate how much wealth our 
country is worth; yet we have a huge 
number of people, citizens and legal 
residents, who live here and have not 
seen their standard of living increase. 
In fact, they see all the time little in-
dications that their quality of life is 
going down, whether it is the fact they 
cannot afford to buy tires for the fam-
ily car, or their children cannot afford 
to buy a home, so they have to stay at 
home now because they cannot afford 
to get a house of their own, or the fact 
that their kids are not expecting really 
to have a good job. They see these indi-
cations that something is happening to 
our country, where the middle class 
and working class people are not living 
as well as they did before and, in fact, 
have been cut out of this huge increase 
in the wealth that has taken place in 
our society of these last 2 decades. 

Well, the answer is very clear. The 
factor that is intervening is a massive 
flow of illegal immigration that is un-
dercutting the ability of our own peo-
ple to have good-paying jobs because 
we are holding wages down with an in-
flux of illegal immigrants. And we are 
also taxing all of the services provided 
to our people, the people who have 
worked all their life to pay taxes; and 
sometimes, what is happening is, 
illegals will come into our country and 
they will not be paying taxes. They 
will work at jobs where taxes are not 
paid, and they will bring their families 
in to consume those benefits in edu-
cation, health care, and otherwise that 
are meant for our own people. 

Our education and the education of 
our children has been undermined. Real 
wages have stagnated. Our health care 
resources that are necessary to take 
care of the health of our people have 
been depleted and the safety of our 
streets and neighborhoods, and thus, 
yes, the safety of our families, has been 
compromised. This is not a back-burn-
er issue. Illegal immigration and how 
we solve it, or if we ignore it, will de-
termine what America is going to be 
like tomorrow. 

This deals with a crisis of today. It 
seems to me that we have political peo-
ple here whose only real goal is to pre-
vent a crisis of the moment. Let us not 
have a crisis now; let us put that off. 
Well, I say, no, we need to deal with 
the threats to our country, just the 
way the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
KAPTUR) was speaking about the 
threats to the world and to our country 
that loomed there 50 years and 60 years 
ago when Hitler and Tojo threatened 
the world. That generation, the Great-

est Generation, did not turn its back 
and simply say let us try to find a com-
promise and it will go away. They un-
derstood that unless something was 
done, unless the issue was looked at 
with courage and with conviction that 
the United States would cease to be the 
country that they had inherited from 
their families and their parents. 

So, today, this attitude of elected of-
ficials that we should do anything to 
get away from confronting this issue, 
let us not have a crisis today, let us 
not have a confrontation on it today, 
this works totally contrary to the tra-
dition that we have had that has kept 
our country free and prosperous. Elect-
ed officials have basically remained si-
lent about illegal immigration. Every 
poll that I have seen, and I include the 
polls of Americans of Mexican descent, 
indicates that the vast majority of our 
people are angry and upset with the 
fact that illegal immigration is per-
mitted to go uncontrolled and that ille-
gal immigrants are pouring into our 
neighborhoods and destroying our way 
of life and the quality of life and the 
possibility for better jobs for a whole 
segment of our population. The Amer-
ican people are angry that their elected 
officials refuse to deal with this issue. 

The American people need to ask 
themselves: Why is it, why is it that 
elected officials refuse to even think 
about confronting illegal immigration? 
Well, a large number of American peo-
ple, as we know, are deeply troubled 
and enormously concerned about the 
onslaught of this massive flow of ille-
gal immigration in the United States. 
So why are our officials not acting? 

First and foremost, I believe that 
many elected officials have been in-
timidated from addressing this burning 
issue. Now, when I say intimidated, 
what does that mean? Today, in the de-
bate on my bill, 3722, which we will 
talk about later, one of the Members 
came forward and said this represents 
mean-spiritedness. And, of course, that 
means racism. That is a little catch 
phrase for racism. And also I was 
pulled aside by several people after the 
debate, oh, you should not bring this 
up, because they think this is a racist 
attack. 

Racism. The elected officials of the 
people of the United States are afraid 
to be called racist. They are afraid to 
be called mean spirited. Well, I can be 
intimidated in a number of ways, but I 
can tell you it means a gun or a knife. 
They can call me all the names they 
want, but I am confident in my own 
heart that I am dealing with this issue 
and other issues based on a love for hu-
manity; and more than that, and I will 
admit this, a love for the people of the 
United States of America, in gratitude 
for the contributions and the sacrifices 
that people like those people in the 
Greatest Generation, people like my fa-
ther and the others the gentlewoman 
from Ohio was talking about. The sac-
rifices they made give me strength and 
give me the willingness to know that I 
am trying to do things that are posi-
tive. 
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And I will not be intimidated because 

people are willing to call me, and try 
to use the tactic of calling me and oth-
ers, a racist. I will tell you this, the 
label of racist and hatemonger has 
caused fear throughout Republican 
ranks. The liberal left knows this, and 
they constantly try to play that card. 
It is time for the American people to 
totally reject this type of racism in 
and of itself, the people who bring up 
racism in order to defend policies that 
should be discussed on the merit. 

Unfortunately, as I say, when some-
one says you are a hatemonger, most 
Republicans just wither away because 
they are afraid to be called 
hatemongers. They basically know, as I 
do, that most illegal immigrants, if not 
all illegal immigrants, are wonderful 
people. Ninety-five percent, let us say, 
or ninety-nine percent of illegal immi-
grants who come to this country are 
wonderful people. But this is not a de-
bate about whether illegal immigrants 
are themselves bad people. We can care 
about them. They are probably good 
people. And we can care about the rest 
of the world. But that does not mean 
that we have infinite resources here in 
the United States so that we can pro-
vide benefits and goods and services 
and a place to stay for anybody in the 
world who can make it to the United 
States. 

If we try to do that, if we are cowed 
from discussing the issue because we 
are afraid to be called racist because 
we know we have to draw a line some-
where or it is bound to bring our people 
down, if we keep doing that, what is 
going to happen is that our citizens are 
going to experience a major decrease in 
their standard of living. A threshold 
will be reached and the American tax-
payer will be spending more and more, 
and yet our citizens will actually be 
living lives that are not as high in 
quality and filled with opportunity as 
when the tax rates were even lower. 

It is not hateful nor is it being racist 
to use scarce resources, like the 
amount of tax money we have, the 
amount of health care dollars we have, 
the amount of education dollars we 
have; it is not a racist thing to say we 
are going to provide for our own people 
first, realizing that our own people 
come from every race and every reli-
gion and every ethnic group. That is 
what makes us so proud to be Ameri-
cans. But if we do not think of our own 
citizens first, then we have abandoned 
the one thing that ties our Nation to-
gether, and it is a feeling of love and 
solidarity with all other Americans. 

Let me say that I believe even if we 
take this down to the family level, and 
we say some family that works hard, 
saves their money, and spends their 
money that they have saved on their 
own family, on their children and on 
perhaps their father and mother, are 
these people actually filled with hate, 
are they hatemongers, do they deserve 
to be called that simply because they 
refuse to spend money on the needy 
people down the street rather than on 

their children’s education or health 
care? Well, I believe that it is not hate-
ful. It is not negative to try to take 
care of your family first. And no one 
should apologize that that is the policy 
of our government or that that should 
be the policy of our government, which 
is what we are advocating today. 

That does not mean you do not care 
about your neighbors or that you do 
not care about the neighbors down the 
street. But first and foremost caring 
for your family is in and of itself an act 
of charity and love. And let us never 
forget that charity begins at home. 
And for us to be giving away the lim-
ited dollars available for health care in 
this country to people who have come 
here illegally, and taking the money 
away from that pool of money that 
should be going to our own citizens, 
our own children, our own senior citi-
zens, to that great generation that the 
gentlewoman from Ohio talked about 
it, is sinful. It is sinful for us to take it 
and give it to strangers, many of whom 
have never contributed anything to the 
country. 

Now, yes, some illegal immigrants 
have contributed, but let me note that 
many illegal immigrants who come 
here do not work at jobs where they 
take the taxes out of their paychecks. 
Then they bring their families, and so 
their families are basically being taken 
care of by the taxes that come out of 
our pockets, that we gladly gave to 
take care of our own families and our 
own fellow citizens, but these other 
folks who have come here illegally 
often do not pay any taxes at all. 
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To make matters worse, the em-
ployer that employs them and gives 
them a job and then pays them under 
the table more often than not does not 
give them any health care benefits. 
Thus, they do not pay taxes, are taking 
away the benefits, the health care ben-
efits, that should be going to our own 
people who are paying taxes. 

I say this not because I dislike peo-
ple, but because I do like people from 
other countries. Our greatest asset is 
that we are a country that is made up 
of people of every race and every reli-
gion. But I say this, every person who 
is an American and who is here and 
conducting him or herself in a legal 
way and trying to live their life as best 
they can, these people are part of our 
American family, and we need to care 
more about them than we do to take 
care of someone, even though he might 
be a good person, or the family that 
comes from China or Latin America, 
that we need to take care of our own 
people first. It has nothing to do with 
race. 

The people that are involved in the 
United States of America, they are 
good Americans who come from every 
race and every religion, but we cannot 
take care of every wonderful person in 
the world. If we try to, we will hurt our 
fellow Americans. We cannot try to do 
everything for everybody, especially 

when we mean everybody in the world, 
and expect that we will be able to do 
anything for anybody, and that in-
cludes anybody in the United States, 
because our system will break down. 

As Members hear this debate about 
illegal immigration, whenever we try 
to draw a line, the other side chastises 
us for it as if we are being mean-spir-
ited. Where do they draw the line? The 
Members opposed to H.R. 3722 seem to 
believe we can give unrestricted and 
unlimited health care benefits to peo-
ple who have come here illegally and it 
will not impact the American way of 
life or quality of life of our own Amer-
ican people. That seems the height of 
naivete. 

But there are other Members who are 
not naive at all about this issue. While 
we are proud of Americans, of every 
race and religion, these other people 
have another motive on wanting to 
have illegal immigrants coming into 
our country, and it is not just to be be-
nevolent. 

But let me get to this issue and that 
is the idea, and we hear this because it 
is not just racism that is charged, but 
those of us who want to do something 
about illegal immigration, we are 
being charged with the idea that we are 
anti-immigrant. I believe around 15 
percent of the population are immi-
grants. They are a sizable force in our 
communities, and they are doing great 
things for America, great things. 

In fact, one of the things we can be 
most proud of in the United States is 
that we permit 1 million immigrants to 
come here every year, along with 
400,000 refugees from many of the hor-
rible spots around the world where peo-
ple live in total desperation. With a 
population of 280 million people, I be-
lieve we can absorb 1 million immi-
grants a year along with 400,000 refu-
gees. That is our contribution to the 
world. 

That figure represents more legal im-
migration into our country than is per-
mitted in all the other countries of the 
world combined. All of the other coun-
tries of the world combined do not per-
mit a million immigrants into their 
country. But just in the United States, 
we permit a million people to come 
here, along with 400,000 refugees. 

It has worked well for us because 
people who come here legally must be 
healthy, they cannot be bringing dis-
eases into the country, they need to be 
honest, and they need to be self-sup-
porting or they are not permitted to 
come in. That is a wonderful thing. I 
think legal immigration is something 
we can all be proud of because, of 
course, Americans are immigrants. We 
are a nation of immigrants, and proud 
of it. 

In fact, every American immigrated 
here, and that includes Indian Ameri-
cans who at one point emigrated from 
the Siberian tundra when there was 
some sort of ice bridge between Asia 
and the New World, so we are all immi-
grants here. But we have come here to 
prove that we can show people how to 
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do things and have a better way of life. 
We did not come here, however, to take 
responsibility for the health care and 
the benefits for everyone in the world. 

We have people now who are coming 
and swarming into the United States 
above and beyond that million people. 
There are probably 2 or 3 million ille-
gal immigrants that are coming here 
every year, but that is just a guess-
timate. They are coming here without 
control, so we have no idea whether 
they are criminals, whether they are 
bringing diseases to our country, and 
perhaps they might be terrorists. Per-
haps they want to do us great harm be-
cause they identify with Islam or some 
other faith and hate the United States. 
Maybe they are coming in as illegal 
immigrants. We do not know. The fact 
is by bypassing the legal system, they 
have thumbed their nose at our law 
and they are putting us in jeopardy be-
cause we do not know. 

I want to draw my colleagues’ atten-
tion to the dire consequences of not 
stemming the uncontrolled flood of il-
legal immigrants into our country. 
Every day tens of thousands more 
illegals arrive in our country. If they 
are sick or criminals or they are ter-
rorists, we do not know. This is a ca-
tastrophe in the making. It will lead 
eventually, if left uncontrolled, to a 
destruction of the American way of life 
or a major crisis in our country in 
which our people will suffer greatly. 

The American people see what is hap-
pening. They know, they can see what 
is happening in our cities and in our 
communities throughout the country. 
The American people are seething with 
anger, and every poll suggests 60 to 80 
percent of the American people are 
outraged that nothing is being done 
and their country is being taken away 
from them by an uncontrolled flow of 
illegal immigrants from other coun-
tries. Where is our courage? Where is 
our tenacity? 

Yes, we stood up to the Japanese em-
pire during World War II and the Nazis 
and the Communists after that, but 
now we are going to give our country 
away to other people who come here il-
legally thwarting our laws, thumbing 
their nose at our way of life in order to 
come here and consume the resources 
that have been put away by our moth-
ers and fathers, and squander all of the 
institutions that we have invested in 
for our own children? 

I think the World War II generation, 
and every time I have spoken to them, 
they are ashamed that we are not 
doing anything about illegal immigra-
tion, and they give the most support of 
any segment of our society in the de-
mand to do something about illegal im-
migration. 

Every time it comes to a vote, we can 
see that the American people do not 
like and are upset about illegal immi-
gration, and they are upset that their 
elected officials are not doing any-
thing. Elected officials are blowing 
smoke in the faces of their constitu-
ents. They are refusing to be honest 

about this issue, and we need to have 
an honest discussion between the elect-
ed officials of this country and the 
American people about illegal immi-
gration. 

There was a direct vote by the people 
about 10 years ago, Proposition 187, in 
California. Every news media was 
against it. The establishment of Cali-
fornia was totally opposed to Propo-
sition 187. It was going to lose. People 
were being attacked for being racist. 
And I know I was attacked as a racist 
skinhead for supporting Proposition 
187. Although you could not tell it from 
the commentators who were saying 
what a great disaster it was for the Re-
publican Party, no, Proposition 187 
passed in a landslide, a landslide even 
though all of the major interest groups 
were against it and all of the major 
media were trying to bringing it down. 

Even though an overwhelming num-
ber of voters voted for Proposition 187, 
it was portrayed immediately there-
after as a loss and something the Re-
publican Party should really worry 
about. Let me note that 1994 was the 
biggest year for Republicans to gain 
seats than in any other election in my 
memory. 

Let me also note, when we examine 
the issue of illegal immigrants, that 
Americans of Mexican American de-
scent like my good friend Frank 
Casado, they are just like other Ameri-
cans. They believe that illegal immi-
gration is an evil that is doing great 
harm to our country, and about 50 per-
cent of the Mexican Americans are 
with us when we want to make a stand 
because their children and their homes 
and their families are the ones suf-
fering the most by the negative impact 
that goes on, economic impact and 
elsewhere, when our country ends up 
flooded by illegals. 

So the Mexican American commu-
nity, however, was told afterwards you 
have to be against 187. That was 
drummed into their heads. Even today, 
examine the polls. The majority of peo-
ple who are Americans of Mexican de-
scent, people who are citizens or who 
over the years came here legally, those 
people are with us. A majority of those 
people are with us. 

Let me note that the gentleman from 
southern California (Mr. GALLEGLY) 
has told me over and over again how 
there are several cities in his congres-
sional district where a majority of 
their citizens are Americans of Mexi-
can descent, and he is very proud to 
tell me in those cities Proposition 187 
got a very strong showing. It actually 
won a majority vote in several of those 
cities. Why is it then that we have con-
servatives and Republicans who are 
afraid to lead the charge on this issue 
and to discuss it openly and bring it 
up? 

Again, they do not want to be called 
racist, and they do not want to insult 
their fellow citizens. They actually 
care about their fellow citizens of 
Mexican descent, and they are afraid 
they may be insulting these folks if 

they bring up the issue of illegal immi-
gration. That is the guilt trip the news 
media is putting on these people. 

Let me just say that Americans of 
Mexican descent are with us on this. 
They do not want their families to suf-
fer from being unable to get higher 
wages for their children or income 
earners of their family, or education 
funds to be totally eaten up or health 
care funds being dissipated by people 
who have just come here, whether it is 
from Mexico or anywhere else. These 
are great Americans and these are Cali-
fornians. 

We Californians understand that. 
California is itself a name that sug-
gests a past culture, what we think of 
as sort of a paradise in California. 
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It is a Hispanic culture. All of us are 
proud in California of this Mexican 
heritage. Before our State was a State, 
there was a proud Hispanic civilization 
there. California is based on a mythol-
ogy of an island where there was al-
ways milk and honey, and the fruits 
were always ripe and ready to be eaten. 
It was a paradise on Earth. We know 
that. That came from a mythology 
that was written out in the Spanish 
language. We understand that, and we 
Californians are proud of that. We be-
lieve we live in that paradise. Yet we 
will lose paradise if we do not take 
those steps that are necessary to main-
tain the quality of life, not just for the 
upper middle class and the upper class 
but for all Californians. Illegal immi-
gration is the greatest threat in Cali-
fornia to the quality of life of every 
one of our citizens and legal residents. 

Let me note, they know that we are 
not hatemongers because we are pro-
tecting them. We need to join an alli-
ance of all Americans to solve this 
problem and to speak frankly about it 
and not worry about being called 
names. We Americans must stick to-
gether. It is our loyalty that creates 
one Nation, our loyalty to each other; 
and if we are going to permit half of 
our population to suffer because we are 
giving away the benefits that were paid 
for by tax dollars to people who have 
come here illegally at the expense of 
that other half of our Americans who 
live with us, then we are committing a 
very sinful act. We are not caring 
about our fellow Americans and we are 
showing our disrespect for them by not 
trying to ensure that someone from the 
outside, a stranger, does not come in 
and take away the health dollars and 
education dollars they need. 

Turning one group of honest citizens 
against another group of honest citi-
zens in order to keep the flow of illegal 
immigration into our country has 
worked to intimidate people, but it is a 
dishonest tactic. We will hear it over 
and over again. But I hope that the 
American people are beginning to fine- 
tune their hearing and their listening 
of these arguments so that when people 
start saying, this is mean-spirited, this 
is racist, that they will know that that 

VerDate May 04 2004 04:07 May 18, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17MY7.098 H17PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3069 May 17, 2004 
person is insulting them and trying to 
get them not to look at the issue of the 
day. I would alert my colleagues and 
the American people to pay no atten-
tion when they are called names. 

The real hatemongers and the racists 
are the ones who would turn Americans 
against Americans. They are the ones 
who do not care about us as a people. 
We care about each other, and let us 
demonstrate that. I would suggest 
today that America is so far down the 
road towards a disaster that we have 
got to come to grips with illegal immi-
gration, or there is going to be irrep-
arable damage to our country. Already 
many of our people are suffering, and 
sometimes they do not even under-
stand why. 

What else besides what I just de-
scribed, this fear of being called a rac-
ist, prevents us from dealing with the 
illegal immigration issue? There is an-
other factor involved. This is also a 
powerful factor, but it is not quite as 
visible as the one I just described. Ev-
eryone can see that people on the lib-
eral left are calling other people 
names. They are calling them racist, et 
cetera. We can see this effort on the 
left side of the political spectrum to 
try to unleash and keep the flow of ille-
gal immigrants coming to our country 
because they want to use them as 
pawns, political pawns. 

But there is another very powerful 
factor involved and that is there are 
some enormously powerful and enor-
mously wealthy forces in our society 
which are benefiting from the massive 
flow of illegals into our country. Who 
am I referring to? I am referring to Big 
Business. I am referring to corpora-
tions and Big Business and all those 
people who would make a profit by 
keeping wages down. Keeping wages 
down. That is what is going on. There 
are some powerful interests in America 
suppressing wages so that people who 
are in the middle class and lower mid-
dle class, working people, are finding 
themselves in a trap rather than find-
ing their own standard of living in-
creasing. 

As I say, there is the liberal wing of 
the Democratic Party who wants to ex-
ploit illegal immigration for their own 
political purposes. They want to use 
them as pawns. Then we have Big Busi-
ness in an unholy alliance with the lib-
eral left of the Democratic Party. 
These people are trying to exploit help-
less people who come to our shores, of 
course in order to make a bigger profit, 
so they will not have to give health 
care benefits, so they do not have to 
pay as much; and in fact, the wages of 
all their other employees are brought 
down because other employees know 
they can always hire some illegal im-
migrants from China or from Mexico or 
elsewhere to do these jobs if we will 
not do them for this minimal salary 
that they are offering. 

These powerful forces obviously do 
not represent the interests of the 
American people. First of all, let us 
note this. It is estimated that if illegal 

immigration goes unchecked, every-
thing else being equal, our population 
in our country will jump from 280 mil-
lion people today to 420 million people 
just a few decades from now. 420 mil-
lion people. Is that in the interest of 
the people of the United States? Is that 
the type of increase in the number of 
people that we feel comfortable with? 
Along with that, of course, with this 
huge increase in our population comes 
a huge increase in the demand on 
scarce resources, especially those 
scarce resources: places to live, good 
housing, good jobs, good health care, 
good education. If we let illegal immi-
gration continue, we will have in the 
blink of an eye a half a billion people 
living in the United States. Is that 
what we want? Is that what the Amer-
ican people deserve? 

If we leave illegal immigration un-
checked, with millions of new people 
coming to this country illegally every 
year, if that continues, as I say, we are 
going to have teeming masses. We will 
have people who are trapped in situa-
tions that are totally inconsistent with 
the vision of the American dream that 
has motivated the American people for 
over 200 years now, the opportunity to 
dream of a place where people can up-
lift themselves with hard work, a place 
where every person willing to work can 
live a dignified life. If we continue to 
allow this to go unchecked, all of that 
will disappear. The American dream 
will disappear. It will disappear in a 
mass of faces, of people who are un-
happy because they do not have the op-
portunity that their grandparents had. 
We will look into the faces of people 
who are angry. The level of hostility in 
our society will increase. The America 
that we know and love will cease to 
exist. 

Were we meant to have an underclass 
of working people who have no hope for 
a better life? We are beginning to de-
velop that now. We can see it. Because 
wages are being held down. There is no 
doubt about who benefits from low 
wages. The people who own companies, 
people who want servants, et cetera, 
these are people who benefit from ille-
gal immigration. Let me add, there are 
a lot of upper middle income people, 
people let us say in the top 20 percent 
and upper income people who have ben-
efited by illegal immigration. Those 
people should understand that their 
whole way of life would not exist if it 
was not for the people who went out 
and fought the wars and work hard 
every day and are honest citizens and 
are willing to stand up for the prin-
ciples of America that we respect each 
other’s private property and we respect 
their rights to live their lives. 

These wealthy people would not have 
that if it was not for all these other 
Americans who were willing to sac-
rifice and they do not need as much. 
They just need a clean and decent place 
to live. They need to know that their 
children are going to be educated. They 
need to have some hope in their lives. 
This will be taken from them unless we 

come to grips with a massive flow of 
people who are coming into this coun-
try from every corner of the world and 
consuming the seed corn necessary to 
plant the gardens which will give us 
the food and the benefits and the good 
life that the American people have 
worked so hard for. 

My dad and mom came from very 
poverty stricken homes. I used to go 
there. My dad joined the Marines, but 
he was there for 20 years. We used to go 
back to North Dakota in the summers 
and sometimes in the winters and work 
on the farm. They were very poor 
farms. Those people knew that if they 
worked hard that America had a prom-
ise for them. But what about in the fu-
ture where that promise does not exist 
because the education level for the 
children of working-class people, in 
California we see it, the education 
level is going down. It is not going 
down because of anything they have 
done. It has been going down because 
our State is being flooded with illegal 
immigrants, and their children are 
pouring into the school system, and 
they cannot even speak their own lan-
guages correctly; and thus the teachers 
are spending all of their time with 
problem students from other countries 
whose parents have never paid the 
price for the education system in the 
first place. So the working-class fami-
lies, their children do not get the edu-
cation they deserve. It is wrong. It is 
absolutely wrong. We have got to have 
the courage to face it. 

What are we going to say, that every 
person in the world will be subsidized 
in their education and their health 
care and everything else by the Amer-
ican people? Where do you draw the 
line? If you disagree with what I just 
said, where do you draw the line? The 
other side has no answer for that at all 
except, you are a racist for bringing it 
up. 

Let me note this: we are being told 
by those captains of industry who are 
now condemning any effort to try to 
get illegal immigration under control, 
we are told that illegal immigrants are 
taking jobs that Americans just will 
not take. That is why we have got to 
let them here, so they can take these 
jobs that no one else will take. That is 
not true. The fact is that that is no jus-
tification for allowing this massive in-
flux into our country which is bringing 
down the wages of all of our people. I 
suggest that Americans are willing to 
do just about any job, but they are not 
willing to do any job at the pay level 
that is being offered. 

Yes, if our country was not flooded 
with illegal immigrants, employers 
would have to pay more money for the 
jobs that they need to have done. That 
is okay. It is a good thing when you 
have an increasing standard of living 
or an increasing GNP that working 
people get their share and that you 
have higher incomes and that the peo-
ple are able to own their own home and 
have a car and treat their kids out to 
dinner a couple of times a week. That 

VerDate May 04 2004 04:07 May 18, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17MY7.100 H17PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3070 May 17, 2004 
is okay. But, instead, we are being 
told, oh, my, we would have to pay 
them so much money, it would make it 
impossible. Let us pay 25 cents more 
for a hamburger if it means that people 
who work in those shops giving us 
those hamburgers and that meat have 
a decent standard of living and can 
take care of their families. 

A good example of what I am talking 
about and what has happened to our 
country when we are flooded with 
illegals who are now living in sub-
standard housing with their whole fam-
ilies and it has sort of brought down 
the quality of life of whole areas in 
Southern California, let me mention 
this. When I went to graduate school, I 
worked at night as a janitor. Yes, I 
cleaned toilets and there was nothing 
wrong with that type of work. Every 
person who works and sustains himself 
or herself as an honorable job and as a 
dignified person, we honor them. When 
you are taking care of your own needs 
and you are self-sufficient, that is what 
it is all about and that is fine. It has 
been a long time since I was a janitor. 
I have to admit I was not a very good 
janitor, but I worked hard. If you look 
back, 30 years ago when I was a janitor, 
the gross domestic product of this 
country has dramatically increased in 
those 30 years. Yet the money that 
janitors make in real dollars is about 
the same. That is it. Our country has 
had a major increase in wealth, but the 
janitors make about the same money. 
It is because our country has been 
flooded by illegal immigrants who are 
willing to take those jobs. The people 
who run the building say, we could not 
afford to actually hire all these jani-
tors if we had to pay them more 
money, the market value, without the 
illegal aliens there. All that would 
mean if they were paying more money 
to our own people to clean those toi-
lets, there would be a toilet-cleaning 
machine and there would be a fellow 
there, a man or a woman, who could 
clean 10 times as many toilets with 
this technology and they would pay 
him $50,000, $60,000, maybe $70,000 a 
year. That is a good thing. That is fine. 

But, instead, we have had a flood of 
illegal immigrants and instead of one 
American earning a decent standard of 
living and taking care of his family, we 
have got seven or so illegals who are 
living substandard, have brought their 
families in, they are all totally depend-
ent on government benefits, and it is 
bringing down the quality of our neigh-
borhoods, et cetera; and we have a 
teeming mass with no hope instead of 
an American, a proud American being 
able to take care of his own family and 
having a decent standard of living. 
That is what illegals have done to our 
society. It is a very sinister impact, 
but it has happened very slowly. 

I had an L.A. Times reporter come to 
my house this weekend looking around, 
sifting through everything to find out 
if I had hired any illegals. I did not hire 
illegals to do my lawn work. 
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My wife, who just had triplets, as 

people know here, we did not hire a 
service unless that service agreed to 
guarantee that there would be no ille-
gal immigrants in that service. So I try 
my best. 

I try not to buy products from China, 
because I believe that China is a slave 
trade state. They use slave labor. But 
sometimes I end up buying Chinese 
things unknowingly, as much as I try 
not to, and I guess sometimes I buy a 
hamburger from an illegal immigrant. 

But let me put it this way. This fel-
low came to me and said, ‘‘Who takes 
care of your lawn?’’ It just happens to 
be that the lady I rent from, and I rent 
a very modest house in Huntington 
Beach, her brother, who is a senior cit-
izen and is retired now, takes care of 
the lawn. That is what he does on the 
side as a side job. 

He said, ‘‘All over your neighbor-
hood, your neighbors are using illegal 
immigrants to do their lawns. Is that 
bad?’’ 

I said, well, it really is. I will tell you 
why it is bad. When I was a kid, I did 
the lawn work. I actually earned all of 
my spending money by cutting people’s 
lawns, and a lot of my friends did, too. 

I think it has a horrible impact on 
our society that the young people do 
not cut their own lawns now and earn 
their own spending money, but instead 
we let these slave-like laborers come in 
from different countries and do our 
lawn work for us. It would be better for 
our own children to earn their spending 
money than to pay someone else a pit-
tance so they can live in destitution in 
our country and then live off of govern-
ment benefits. 

No, that is not the way to a better 
country. And we have had this impact, 
and it has been coming on and coming 
on, and we have not even noticed it, 
that our kids do not have the dignity 
now of earning their own spending 
money by cutting people’s lawns. 

So that is why we can be such a pros-
perous country right now, and there 
can be so much growth in the wealth 
that is available in our society, yet 
there is a whole group of people in our 
country who are being left out. The il-
legal immigrants are being left out, 
but so are those people whose wages 
are being impacted by the illegals’ 
presence here, and it brings down those 
wages of our average working people. 
Their share is being gobbled up. 

At one end of the spectrum you have 
got wealthy people. You have got 
wealthy people over here, they are gob-
bling that wealth that should go to the 
middle-class because they are hiring 
all the illegals and they do not have to 
pay as much. At the other end of the 
spectrum it is being gobbled up by bu-
reaucracy and big government. 

You have liberals and leftists basi-
cally advocating more and more gov-
ernment programs, and what they do, 
with more and more government pro-
grams, they have to tax you more. So 
what we are doing is taxing the life-

blood and the way of life out of our 
people in the middle-class, and we are, 
as well, keeping their wages down and 
destroying their way of life. They are 
being attacked by both sides of the po-
litical spectrum. 

I would say that if it was not for the 
influx of illegal immigrants today, 
many of our college students would be 
out probably doing these jobs during 
the summer that they say we cannot 
get Americans to do. I think Ameri-
cans will take these jobs, if they are 
given the right kind of pay incentives. 

What we have now is a focus tonight 
on something that I wanted to bring up 
specifically about the bill that was de-
bated today. My piece of legislation, 
H.R. 3722, was brought to the floor for 
a vote. 

This piece of legislation is designed 
to come to grips with a new issue con-
fronting us on illegal immigration, be-
cause something happened a few 
months ago that very few people saw. 
What I am talking about is the fact 
that in the Medicare bill, a bill that 
passed this House, I guess it was 4 or 5 
months ago now, when it passed 
through the House there was not this 
provision. But when it came back from 
the Senate, a provision sort of secretly 
had been inserted by Senator KYL from 
Arizona. It was the creation of a $1 bil-
lion fund, a $1 billion fund that will be 
used to pay for the health care of ille-
gal immigrants, a $1 billion for the 
emergency health care of illegal immi-
grants. It is the first time we actually 
have a budget item to legally pay for 
the services of an illegal immigrant. 

What does that do? That means that 
$1 billion in this fund will go to emer-
gency rooms who take care of illegal 
immigrants. 

Well, what does that mean? That 
means that in the future, when this is 
being used, American citizens who do 
not have health care benefits, and a lot 
of them do not have health care bene-
fits because the employers will hire 
illegals if someone demands a health 
care benefit, an insurance policy, 
health care insurance, so if they do not 
have health insurance and then they 
have to go to the doctor, to the emer-
gency room, what happens? Unless we 
do something about it, we have set up 
a perverse priority. 

What is going to happen is that the 
American citizens who do not have 
health insurance and the legal resi-
dents who do not have health insurance 
are going to be told to go to the back 
of the line, because we can get the 
money from the Federal Government 
to pay for the health care, the emer-
gency health care, of illegals. We quite 
literally are taking care of foreigners 
who have come here illegally at the ex-
pense of the American people. 

My legislation, H.R. 3722, will ensure 
that the money that we have, the 
health care that we have, will not be 
dissipated dramatically by illegals, be-
cause what it does is it states very 
clearly for the hospitals of America, if 
an illegal immigrant comes to your 
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emergency room, you do not have to 
give them extensive treatment for dis-
eases that are not at that moment life- 
threatening. 

Thus, they will take care of an illegal 
whose life is being threatened, but they 
will not have to take care and spend 
$300,000 or $400,000 for cancer treat-
ments, and this happens, for all types 
of transplants of organs, for hundreds 
of thousands and millions of dollars 
worth of health care that illegals are 
getting right now. 

My bill says they do not have to do 
that. If they want to, they can, but 
they do not have to do it. This legisla-
tion is vital to make sure that the pool 
of money available to the American 
people for their health care goes to the 
American people and not to illegals. 

It also says that if someone is illegal 
and they come in and they are an 
emergency and they are taken care at 
the hospital, when they are seeking 
compensation from the fund, they just 
have to make that same information 
that they are collecting in order to be 
compensated, they have to make that 
available in a computer for the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service and 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

What we have heard again are bogus 
arguments this morning, over and over 
again, that this is going to increase the 
paperwork of doctors; it is going to 
make doctors policemen. 

Not true. The bill we are talking 
about only says the information, that 
they will collect anyway in order to 
get compensated by this fund, must be 
made available to the INS and the De-
partment of Homeland Security. They 
are not being turned in by anybody, it 
is just available. The other government 
agencies at that point have to take 
over. There is no reporting on the part 
of the doctors. 

So we hear these bogus arguments 
over and over again, as if people are 
going to bring some type of contagious 
diseases into our country if we do not 
treat every illegal alien that comes 
into our emergency health care. 

Let me note this: If you want to see 
diseases that will spread in our country 
being brought into our country from 
overseas, just make sure that every-
body around the world knows that we 
are now paying for illegal aliens’ 
health care in this country. No matter 
who gets into the hospital, they will be 
taken care of. They will bring commu-
nicable diseases from all over the 
world, and that is what is happening 
right now. 

We need to instead come to grips 
with what my legislation does, that if 
someone is indeed here illegally and 
they are dissipating the use and the 
amount of money that is available for 
our own citizens or their health care, 
that illegal alien should be sent home. 
They should go home to their home 
country. That is what H.R. 3722 says. 
The information will be available to 
the Department of Homeland Security 
and the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, and they will proceed 
from there. 

This is not on the back of the doc-
tors. The doctors are freed from re-
sponsibility on that, because they no 
longer have to treat anything, unless 
someone’s life is threatened at that 
moment. 

Let me add one other thing. If they 
do treat an illegal immigrant in an 
emergency situation, my bill insists 
that we go to the employer, because 
that is the only question that hospital 
has to ask, who is your employer? And 
if that employer has not done due dili-
gence to see if he is hiring an illegal 
immigrant, that employer has to pay 
for the emergency health care costs of 
the illegal immigrant. Do you get that? 
The taxpayers are off the hook. 

What has happened is, this bill, 
which would be an of incredible impor-
tance to the middle-class Americans, 
this bill, which strives to protect us 
from having our limited health care 
dollars being drained away by people 
who have come here illegally, this bill 
is being attacked by the Chamber of 
Commerce. It is being attacked by big 
business on one end, and being at-
tacked by the liberal left organizations 
that control the Democratic Party on 
the other. 

I suggest tomorrow the vote on H.R. 
3722 is one to watch, and whose side 
you are on will be determined by how 
they vote on that issue. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4359, CHILD CREDIT PRESER-
VATION AND EXPANSION ACT OF 
2004 

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 108–496) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 644) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 4359) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase 
the child tax credit, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2728, OCCUPATIONAL SAFE-
TY AND HEALTH SMALL BUSI-
NESS DAY IN COURT ACT OF 
2004, H.R. 2729, OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW 
COMMISSION EFFICIENCY ACT 
OF 2004, H.R. 2730, OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY AND HEALTH INDE-
PENDENT REVIEW OF OSHA CI-
TATIONS ACT OF 2004, H.R. 2731, 
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND 
HEALTH SMALL EMPLOYER AC-
CESS TO JUSTICE ACT OF 2004, 
AND H.R. 2432, PAPERWORK AND 
REGULATORY IMPROVEMENTS 
ACT OF 2004 

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 108–497) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 645), providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2728) to amend the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 
to provide for adjudicative flexibility 

with regard to an employer filing of a 
notice of contest following the issuance 
of a citation by the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration; for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2729) to 
amend the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act of 1970 to provide for great-
er efficiency at the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Review Commission; for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2730) to 
amend the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act of 1970 to provide for an 
independent review of citations issued 
by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration; for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2731) to amend the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 
to provide for the award of attorney’s 
fees and costs to very small employers 
when they prevail in litigation prompt-
ed by the issuance of citations by the 
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration; and for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2432) to amend the Paper-
work Reduction Act and titles 5 and 31, 
United States Code, to reform Federal 
paperwork and regulatory processes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

IRAQ WATCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
DELAHUNT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes. 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, I will 
shortly be joined by my colleagues, 
who, on a weekly basis, have come to 
the floor of the House to discuss events 
occurring in the Middle East, specifi-
cally in Iraq and in Afghanistan. We 
have called ourselves the Iraq Watch, 
in an effort to have a conversation to 
illuminate and educate not just our-
selves, but those who are interested, as 
I think most people are, in these par-
ticular matters. 

It is clearly no secret, and it is a 
most disturbing situation, that we 
have a deteriorating situation in Iraq. 
One only has to remember the initial 
estimates of the cost that were put 
forth by the White House. I think the 
range that was suggested by the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, Mr. 
Wolfowitz, was from $30 billion to $60 
billion. 

b 2200 

When the then-Chief Economic Ad-
viser to President Bush, Larry Lind-
say, indicated that in his judgment the 
range could be from $100 billion to $200 
billion, he was eased out because there 
was a sense that that was not a real-
istic number. Now, of course, we are 
currently at the figure of $150 billion, 
and that does not include future esti-
mates, which again according to recent 
reports just simply is for the military 
presence of American troops in support 
for other military personnel there. 
That is an additional 50 or $75 billion. 
And of course that does not include the 
cost of reconstruction, both for Iraq 
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