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would have voted “yea” on H. Con. Res. 420,
a resolution applauding the men and women
who keep America moving and recognizing
National Transportation Week (Rollcall No.
177); “yea” on H. Con. Res. 423, a resolution
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
activities associated with the dedication of the
National World War Il Memorial (Rollcall No.
178); and “yea” on H. Con. Res. 403, a reso-
lution condemning the Government of the Re-
public of the Sudan for its attacks against in-
nocent civilians in the impoverished Darfur re-
gion of western Sudan (Rollcall No. 179).
—

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 2660, DE-
PARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH

AND HUMAN SERVICES, AND
EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2004

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, subject to rule XXII,
clause 7(c), I hereby announce my in-
tention to offer a motion to instruct on
H.R. 2660, Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2005.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. George Miller of California moves
that the managers on the part of the House
at the conference on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses on the Senate amendment to
the bill H.R. 2660 be instructed to insist on
reporting an amendment to prohibit the De-
partment of Labor from using funds under
the Act to implement any portion of a regu-
lation that would make any employee ineli-
gible for overtime pay who would otherwise
qualify for overtime pay under regulations
under section 13 of the Fair Labor Standards
Act in effect September 3, 2003, except that
nothing in the amendment shall affect the
increased salary requirements provided in
such regulations as specified in section 541 of
title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
as promulgated on April 23, 2004.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON S. CON. RES. 95,
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2005

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, sub-
ject to rule XXII, clause 7(c), I hereby
announce my intention to offer a mo-
tion to instruct on S. Con. Res. 95, Con-
current Resolution on the Budget for
Fiscal Year 2005.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. Stenholm moves that the managers
on the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the House amendment to the concurrent res-
olution S. Con. Res. 95 be instructed, within
the scope of the conference, to reject provi-
sions that provide for an increase in the stat-
utory debt limit.

————

CONGRATULATING SONIA GANDHI,
INDIA’S NEW PRIME MINISTER
(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was

given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to offer congratulations and best
wishes to Sonia Gandhi, India’s next
Prime Minister.

India, the word’s largest democracy,
reminds us that people can change the
course of their country without vio-
lence. In these troubled times, India
has given us another valuable lesson. It
is not the first time the world has
looked to India and learned.

Another Gandhi changed his country
and changed the world by relying on
ideas instead of violence, by believing
in people and the common good.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, ‘“You
must be the change you wish to see in
the world.”” How true those words are
today.

The voices of a billion Indians have
spoken, and India today stands tall in
the international community. We look
forward to working toward peace with
the Indian people and their new Prime
Minister.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S RECORD ON
OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS DRILLING

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent recently said that he unambig-
uously opposes oil and gas drilling off
the coast of Florida, but 2 years ago, he
proposed weakening the very law that
Florida and California used to protect
their valuable coastlines from new
drilling.

Then the President threw his support
behind an energy bill that undermines
the bipartisan agreement against new
drilling off Florida, California and
other coastal States.

Now the President is considering a
report from the National Petroleum
Council, a group composed mainly of
energy executives, which has rec-
ommended drilling off Florida, Cali-
fornia and coastal States.

Mr. Speaker, these actions show how
out of step the President’s policies are
with coastal communities. By contrast,
Senator KERRY has a long record op-
posing offshore oil drilling.

He passed legislation to impose a
moratorium on drilling in the Outer
Continental Shelf, blocking oil and gas
companies from drilling in environ-
mentally sensitive areas; and he has
sought long-term solutions that make
sense for energy development and that
balance environmental protection and
economic growth.

Mr. Speaker, the President should be
supporting policies to protect our valu-
able coastal communities. In short, he
should be doing what Senator KERRY is
doing.

———

OFF-SHORE OIL DRILLING

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.

Mr. Speaker, I think most people rec-
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ognize that California often leads the
Nation in its efforts to protect the en-
vironment. It also leads the Nation as
the most efficient user of energy.

There are few issues more unifying
than the importance of protecting our
coasts from the impacts of offshore oil
drilling.

Time and again, local, State and Fed-
eral officials in both parties have sup-
ported a moratorium on offshore oil
drilling. Yet, despite the campaign
rhetoric claiming to oppose offshore
drilling, this administration has at-
tempted every backdoor route to weak-
en coastal protections. All we have to
do is look at the energy bill and find
numerous provisions supported by the
administration that paved the way to
drilling off the coast of California.

In fact, just this month Aera, a sub-
sidiary of Shell/ExxonMobil, indicated
it is moving forward with its inten-
tions to develop several leases off the
coast of Santa Barbara that are not
subject to the drilling moratorium.

The President stepped in in the same
situation in Florida and bought out
those leases, Florida, a State where his
brother is Governor, but he will not do
this in California.

Further, the administration, through
the energy bill, has repeatedly tried to
weaken the State of California’s abil-
ity to regulate the activities at the
State level that might impact our
coasts.

REPUBLICAN ENERGY BILL

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican energy bill includes dangerous
provisions that would overturn long-
standing moratoria on drilling in new
areas of the Outer Continental Shelf
and gut States’ rights.

President Bush supports an inventory
on the Outer Continental Shelf that
would threaten the long-standing mor-
atoria on new drilling in the OCS off
the entire East Coast and lead to new
drilling.

The inventory is unnecessary. The
Minerals Management Service already
conducts a survey every 5 years, the
latest published in 2000. The assess-
ment includes estimates of undis-
covered oil and natural gas that is con-
ventionally and economically recover-
able.

The President should be seeking
long-term solutions that make sense
for energy development and that bal-
ance environmental protection and
economic growth. Instead, he wants to
gut the moratorium on o0il and gas
drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf
and weaken States’ rights under the
Coastal Zone Management Act.

Mr. Speaker, States have used the
Coastal Zone Management Act to pro-
tect their valuable coastlines from new
offshore drilling. The President should
be working to enforce our laws and not
weaken them.
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HONORING VONNY HILTON
SWEENEY

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I want to
pay tribute to someone who has made
celebrities while she stayed in the
background. Her name is Vonny Hilton
Sweeney.

She set high goals and obtained one
of the most prestigious achievements
by becoming the first black majorette
while attending Brownsville High
School in Pennsylvania. She was mar-
ried to Howard James Sweeney and had
one son. She worked at a community
hospital in north Sacramento and re-
ceived a B.A. in English and journalism
from Sacramento State University.
She was a contributing editor for the
Sacramento Observer.

She moved to Los Angeles in 1966 to
pursue her career in the entertainment
industry where she was promotion co-
ordinator for Sussex Records, vice
president of promotion and publicity
for Hugh Hefner’s Playboy Records
Company, and received her first gold
record for the hit single ‘‘Falling In
Love” recorded by Hamilton Joe-Frank
and Reynolds. She was also a publicist
for Janet DuBois and one of the first
female managers for such acts.

She was the public directions director for
over 25 years for James Brown entertainment
including current editor of his Truth Magazine.
As an icon in the James Brown organization,
she was personally responsible for showcase
venues worldwide, his biggest fan, as well as
the dearest friend over many decades. In
1992, 1993 and 1994 she was listed in the
“Who’s Who” of entertainment.

As a mentor, one of her attributes was to
become involved with other people’s lives, and
was instrumental in helping individuals achieve
and reach their dreams. Her goal in life was
to pursue the dreams and goals of others
through her dedication and guidance in all as-
pects of the entertainment industry.

Vonny Hilton Sweeney was preceded in
death by her loving parents James and Anna
Rea Hilton and her brother James Thompson.
She is survived by her son Howard James
Sweeney, wife Jennifer, and granddaughter
Jade Sweeney and step-grandson Justin
McCarthy, brother Walter Thompson, his wife
Jerri, sister Rose Alma King, sister Barbara
Hilton Brown, her husband John L. plus nu-
merous nieces, nephews and many friends.

O 1930

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of South Carolina). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
7, 2003, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUPPORT THE ASSAULT WEAPONS
BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to remind every-
body there are only 119 days before the
assault weapons ban goes back on our
streets. As the Million Mom March be-
gins its Halt the Assault tour begin-
ning tomorrow, I think it is important
to remember the support the assault
weapons ban has across this country.

I want to remind people that in Cali-
fornia, KSBW television said recently,
“We call on the Congress to keep as-
sault weapons where they belong, with
our military and with our police.” On
the other side of the country, the
Worcester Telegraph and Herald says,
“Banning assault weapons in no way
limits individuals’ ability to buy, own,
or sell legitimate sporting firearms.”
In the South, the New Orleans edito-
rialized, ‘“‘There’s no justification for
legalizing the 19 military-style weap-
ons covered by the ban.” In the Mid-
west, the Springfield Illinois State
Journal-Register wrote, ‘“‘No reason-
able gun owner should oppose the Fed-
eral assault weapons ban.”

All across the country, the Nation’s
leading newspapers are reflecting the
opinion of the American people. They
want the assault weapons ban renewed.
Strip away the rhetoric and the polls
and the focus groups, and gun violence
is about destroying lives. How many
more lives will we destroy by putting
assault weapons back on our streets?

Each week, I get up and I say to the
American people, you can make a dif-
ference. Each week, I get up and re-
mind people that we need to have the
assault weapons ban renewed. Sep-
tember 13 is coming up soon.

When you start talking to our police
officers across the country and how in-
volved they are in this issue, people
have to remember why we passed the
assault weapons ban in the first place,
because our police officers were being
mowed down. Assault weapons were
used in killings in our schools.

We can stop this, but we need the
American people’s help. You can make
a difference. You can make a dif-
ference. I have always said one person
can make a difference, because first it
is one, and then two, and it multiplies
across this Nation. But we need to hear
your voices. We need to have you con-
tact your Members of Congress, the
Members of the Senate.

We need to hear your voices. That is
the only way we are going to get that
bill up here on the House floor. The
President has promised to sign the bill
if it gets on his desk. We have to make
sure that the bill is passed here
through the House. We know we can

May 17, 2004

pass it in the Senate and have it put on
the President’s desk.

I personally believe it should be
made permanent. I also believe that
copycats of the guns that were used,
say in the D.C. sniper shooting, which
was the Bushmaster, should not be al-
lowed to be copycat. I saw in the paper
the other day that one of our gun man-
ufacturers just got a very large con-
tract for the military so that the peo-
ple in Iraq, their soldiers, will have our
guns. So I think we can see where the
guns are going for war.

Let me remind people: AK-47s and
Uzis, these are the guns you see every
night on TV; these are the guns we see
our young men and women use to go
fight the war in Iraq. And that is where
they belong, in a war, not on our
streets. They should not be allowed on
our streets. They should not be allowed
in our communities. They certainly
should not be allowed to be bought and
sold by the drug gangs we have
throughout this country today.

This is what we need to do. I am ask-
ing the American people for help. I will
do my part here in Washington, but I
need your voices across the country to
make sure we have the bill come up for
a vote. That will be your job: contact
your representatives. Do your part. Do
not always say, let them do it; you
have to get involved in this issue.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

MOMENTUM CONTINUES ON DRUG
IMPORTATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I am
not certain I can do this Special Order
without my charts. It is different for
me to be down here without charts, but
I am going to talk about prescription
drugs. And for those of us who believe
that Americans ought to have access to
world-class drugs at world-market
prices, last week was a very good week.

In fact, let me just review some of
the things that have happened just
since May 4. On May 4, Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy
Thompson said, ‘‘I think it is coming,”
referring to the legislation to legalize
the importation of prescription drugs.

On May 5, the CEO of CVS Phar-
macies, one of the largest in America,
Tom Ryan, said, and I quote, ‘‘Millions
of Americans have already opted to im-
port drugs because they cannot afford
not to. To do otherwise,” referring to
the importation legislation, ‘‘would be
to ignore the millions of Americans
who, as we speak, are forced to go out-
side our existing system, which is in-
tended to ensure drug safety, in order
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