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Additionally, H. Res. 608 would re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to es-
tablish a mail delivery system that ac-
curately tracks military postal trans-
mit times, ensuring servicemembers
will not have to wait weeks or months
to receive a long-awaited letter or
package from home.

Mr. Speaker, this is a problem that
must be fixed now, both for the morale
of the troops and to ensure that our
service men and women are given every
opportunity to exercise the voting
rights they serve to defend. This is why
I rise today in support of H. Res. 608.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I wish at this time to
urge my colleagues to support H. Res.
608. I do want to take this opportunity
to thank the distinguished gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) for spon-
soring this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I can just tell you this
afternoon that if you asked any sol-
dier, sailor, airman or Marine serving
in the Iraq theater what is most impor-
tant to the morale and welfare of our
forces, the answer you will get from
them, and you are likely to hear, is
mail from home.

The very least our Nation can do for
our servicemembers who are deployed
halfway around the world risking their
lives to protect our freedoms is to en-
sure that they are able to receive the
comfort of a letter from those waiting
at home. Now is when our deployed
troops need to get mail from their
loved ones most.

A recent Chicago Tribune article
from May 6 gives real-life examples of
why that is so important. One volun-
teer with Support our Troops Illinois
knows the military postal service well.
She has mailed out over 2,000 care
packages to deployed servicemembers.
Now, many of them are stacked up on
her front doorstep because they were
‘“‘undeliverable.”” She said of the serv-
ice that she has gotten from the mili-
tary postal system, It is dis-
appointing, because we know how
much of a morale boost mail can give
the guys.”

Another recent news article stated
that the Marines look forward to the
nightly mail call because for most it is
the only way they can receive a word
from home. The article goes on to
quote a Marine who says, ‘“‘My wife
sent me seven boxes, and I've only re-
ceived one.” He went on to say that
““the first letter I received from my
wife was number six. Since then, I have
received five and seven, but I have no
idea what happened to the rest.”

Mail that is delayed for long periods
of time or not delivered at all nega-
tively affects the morale of not only
our deployed forces, but also their fam-
ilies at home. We owe it to our de-
ployed troops to immediately improve
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the military postal system so that
these problems do not continue. We
heard from the gentleman from Colo-
rado the importance of getting this
fixed for the voting issues that will
come up.

Mr. Speaker, I will just close by tell-
ing you that this is a problem that
began the year I was born. In 1952 a let-
ter from President Harry S. Truman to
Congress clearly echoed the challenges
that we face still today. He said this:
“Many of those in uniform are serving
overseas, or in parts of the country dis-
tant from their homes. They are unable
to return to their States, either to reg-
ister or to vote. Yet these men and
women who are serving their country
and in many cases risking their lives
deserve above all others to exercise the
right to vote in the election year. At a
time when these young men and
women are defending our country and
its free institutions, the least we at
home can do is to make sure that they
are able to enjoy the rights they are
being asked to fight to preserve.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time to pass this
resolution and to correct this problem.
I urge my colleagues to support the
resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 608
which states that it is in the interest of the
United States to immediately resolve long-
standing military mail delivery problems so
that our Armed Forces may properly receive
their mail and that their participation in the
2004 elections be ensured. Proper mail deliv-
ery is a hallmark of our nation, it a form of in-
frastructure that allows our nation to commu-
nicate freely. Therefore, we cannot allow our
Armed Forces to have a mail delivery system
that is in any way inferior to the one provided
to all other Americans.

| want to thank Representative FORBES of
the Armed Services Committee for bringing
this matter to the floor. There are many rea-
sons why proper mail delivery is essential for
our Armed Forces. The most evident reason is
that the members of our Armed Forces de-
serve to know that their correspondence is se-
cure. The transmittal and receipt of mail is the
most basic link that our brave men and
women fighting abroad have to their loved
ones back home. Often, due to the rigors of
their duty, mail is the only form of communica-
tion our soldiers have access to. Furthermore,
our Armed Forces often have lives back home
that they leave to fight abroad. This means
they have affairs they must put in order and
again the mail is the most commonly used
way to attend to these affairs. Of course, it is
more difficult to ensure proper mail delivery to
our Armed Forces since many of them are
stationed abroad and often in places of con-
flict. However, while ensuring proper mail de-
livery to our Armed Forces is more difficult, it
is far from impossible. Indeed, it is frustrating
that while private mail delivery companies can
guarantee international delivery of packages
within a matter of a few days we cannot en-
sure proper delivery of mail to our men and
women fighting abroad.

Perhaps more disturbing than the idea of
personal correspondence being mishandled, is
the idea that members of our Armed Forces
could effectively be excluded from participating
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in the upcoming elections because of a ques-
tionable mail delivery system. Members of the
Armed Forces stationed abroad must vote by
absentee ballots, which require proper mail
delivery in order to guarantee that those votes
are counted. Especially after witnessing the
closely contested 2000 Presidential elections
in which absentee ballots played a major role,
it is inconceivable that we would allow a weak-
ness in the system to continue. Just like every
other American, members of our Armed
Forces, both foreign and domestic, have a
right to know that both their mail and their bal-
lot are secure and accounted for.

It is time that we fully modernize the system
being used to deliver and receive mail to our
Armed Forces. The current system is often un-
reliable and highly labor intensive. In fact, the
current system does not even allow us to
know how much mail goes undelivered. Our
Armed Forces deserve better; furthermore,
they need a better system, for the effective
flow of communication is essential in all sec-
tors and the Armed Forces are no different. It
is time that we help create a more modern
and effective postal system for our Armed
Forces.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 608.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——

MARY ANN COLLURA POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3939) to redesig-
nate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 14-24 Abbott
Road in Fair Lawn, New Jersey, as the
“Mary Ann Collura Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3939

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION.

The facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 14-24 Abbott Road in Fair
Lawn, New Jersey, and known as the Fair
Lawn Main Post Office, shall be known and
designated as the ‘“Mary Ann Collura Post
Office Building”’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the facility referred to in
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the ‘“Mary Ann Collura Post Office Build-
ing”.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 3939.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3939. This legislation is naming a post
office in Fair Lawn, New Jersey, after
Officer Mary Ann Collura. She was the
first woman to serve as an officer in
the Fair Lawn Police Department. H.R.
3939 fittingly honors the tremendous
service of an individual fallen peace of-
ficer.

Officer Collura was an outstanding
18-year veteran of the Fair Lawn Police
Department and a respected commu-
nity role model. On April 17, 2003, Offi-
cer Collura was called in to back up
fellow officers involved in a chase with
three young men in a car. The chase fa-
tally ended outside a Fair Lawn church
as one of the men shot Officer Collura
in the chest after she pursued the men
on foot. The assailant then stole Offi-
cer Collura’s patrol car and drove over
her body as he made his escape.

Mr. Speaker, everyone in the Fair
Lawn area who knew Officer Collura
knew she served her community with
the highest esteem. Earlier this spring,
as steps were being taken to ensure a
proper memorial for Officer Collura,
the local journal, the Fair Lawn News,
quoted a local resident who emotion-
ally said, ‘I knew her. She was supe-
rior as an officer and as a person.”’

Mr. Speaker, Officer Collura’s heart-
breaking story even attracted Presi-
dent Bush’s attention. At the Peace Of-
ficers’ Memorial Day Service outside
this Capitol last year on May 15, the
President mentioned Officer Collura as
a law enforcement officer who trag-
ically lost her life in the past year.

The President cited a quote from one
of Officer Collura’s fellow officers, who
later said about her, ‘““There are prob-
ably 100 cops like this who did every-
thing right and still have their names
on the wall,” of the National Law En-
forcement Memorial. The Officer went
on to say, ‘“You put your faith in the
hands of God every day when you go
out there.”

Mr. Speaker, the wicked events of
April 17, 2003, remind all of us of the
dangers of police work. Officers of the
peace, like Mary Ann Collura, earn our
perpetual respect each and every day
for their brave efforts to protect all of
us.
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This post office naming will post-
humously commemorate Officer Mary
Ann Collura’s service to our Nation.
Unquestionably, this is a highly war-
ranted honor, and I strongly urge all
Members to support the bill’s passage.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the distin-
guished gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. ROTHMAN) for his meaningful work
on H.R. 3939.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
Committee on Government Reform, I
am pleased to join my colleague in con-
sideration of H.R. 3939, legislation
naming the postal facility in Fair
Lawn, New Jersey, after Mary Ann
Collura. This measure was introduced
by the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. ROTHMAN) on March 11, 2004, and
unanimously reported by our com-
mittee on April 1, 2004. It enjoys the
support and cosponsorship of the entire
New Jersey delegation.

Officer Mary Ann Collura was a dedi-
cated police officer, a woman who
made a difference in her hometown of
Fair Lawn, New Jersey. According to
news accounts, Mary Ann had wanted
to become a police officer since junior
high school. She was 25 when she joined
the force, and served for 18 years until
her tragic death.

On April 17, 2003, Officer Collura was
fatally shot while helping a fellow offi-
cer arrest three suspects after a car
chase.

Officer Collura was an active and de-
voted member of the Fair Lawn Police
Department. She loved her work and
looked forward to helping those in
need. Designating the post office in
Fair Lawn, New Jersey, is an excellent
way to honor the memory of Officer
Mary Ann Collura.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for sponsoring this measure and
urge swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE).

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this
Saturday, May 15, nearly 20,000 peace
officers are expected to gather in
Washington D.C. to honor their fallen
comrades for National Peace Officers
Memorial Day. In keeping with this
sentiment today, this body will pay
tribute to one of the 166 police officers
killed annually in the line of duty.

By redesignating the Fair Lawn post
office as the Mary Ann Collura Post Of-
fice Building, we honor the life of Offi-
cer Mary Ann Collura and the extraor-
dinary sacrifice she made to protect
her community.

I would like to thank my esteemed
colleague, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN), for introducing
this legislation. This legislation has
special significance for me because Of-
ficer Collura was the aunt of my cam-
paign manager, Scott Snyder. After
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having had the opportunity to hear
Scott speak about his aunt, I have
greater appreciation for this extraor-
dinary woman and how tragic it is she
has been taken from this world far too
soon.

Though I have never had the oppor-
tunity to meet her, I am humbled by
the remarkable life she led. One family
member remarked to me, ‘“‘Mary Ann
was a 6-foot tall female cop who loved
motorcycles and taught me how to
throw a baseball. But when I look in
the mirror and see our resemblance, I
can’t help but judge myself against her
standards, knowing that if I come
close, that means I have achieved
something great with my own life.”

Through the thousands of stories
that have been told about her deeds
and personality, the one ringing truth
is that she represented a person we all
long to be. She was the kind of warm
person that could light up faces with a
smile, the virtuous type that viewed
everyone around her as a potential
friend, and the forgiving type of person
that can truly see the best in the worst
of us. She accomplished this without
even knowing, without the official
commitment or the sacred vows. She
lived from her heart.

Over the course of her career, Officer
Collura had received numerous re-
wards, including a departmental Meri-
torious Service Award and the Hacken-
sack University Medical Center EMS
Excellence Award for her life-saving
skills. Furthermore, she had received
numerous commendation letters from
the community for her prompt, cour-
teous, and thoughtful service.

After dutifully serving for 18 years on
the Fair Lawn Police Department, Offi-
cer Collura was fatally shot on April
17, 2003, in the line of duty. She was
only 43 years old.

Mary Ann did not begin a life of aid-
ing others when she became a police of-
ficer. She became a police officer so she
could make a living doing what she
really had already done, being our pro-
tector. For those who knew her, Mary
Ann lived by her own rules; and though
her death tore deep in the hearts of so
many people who continue to grieve, it
was her way: on the job, protecting her
fellow officers and protecting all of us.

Thanks to the courageous acts of
people like Officer Mary Ann Collura,
countless Americans can go about their
daily lives in a freer and safer society.
Police Officer Collura’s tragic death
should serve as a reminder to all of us
how fortunate we are to have such he-
roic individuals looking over us.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from the Ninth District of New Jersey
(Mr. ROTHMAN), the author of this leg-
islation.

(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois for yield-
ing me time. I thank our chairman, the
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gentleman from Virginia (Mr. ToMm
DAvVIS), and I thank our ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from California
(Mr. WAXMAN), for moving this bill so
expeditiously through the House. And I
thank our fellow Senators from the
other body for their cosponsoring of
my legislation in that body as well.

I rise in support of H.R. 3939, a bill to
rename the main post office in Fair
Lawn, New Jersey, the town I live in,
within my district, as the Mary Ann
Collura Post Office.

It has been a year since we lost Mary
Ann, who served on the Fair Lawn Po-
lice Force for 18 years. She was the
first female police officer in Fair Lawn
history. She was killed in the line of
duty on April 17, 2003.

Mary Ann was backing up another
police officer from the district of the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL), Steven Farrell, who was in
the course of arresting three men
charged with robbery following a car
chase that ended outside a church in
Fair Lawn, New Jersey.
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It was at that point that Officer
Farrell was wounded and Officer
Collura was fatally wounded.

Throughout her life, as the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
so eloquently said, Mary Ann embodied
what is best about the people in our
communities in New Jersey, and per-
haps in all of America. She was kind,
she was generous, she was courageous,
she was a pioneer, and she was a person
who truly cared about her community.
She was the kind of a police officer who
all the kids in the school system knew
they could go to if they had a problem,
especially a problem that they felt un-
comfortable talking to their teachers
or their parents about. She was a pio-
neer. She grew up always wanting to be
a police officer, and when she got
sworn in, it was the happiest, most
proud day of her life. There was no ob-
stacle that would stand in her way. She
was going to protect the people of Fair
Lawn, New Jersey.

She had this special desire, among
many other things, innovations of hers,
to protect kids during Halloween. So
she spearheaded the effort to give each
child in Fair Lawn, New Jersey a glow
stick so that while they were walking
through the streets trick-or-treating,
they could be seen by people driving
their cars and perhaps their parents
following somewhat behind since, of
course, it is very embarrassing, as my
children say, to be walking with your
own children, or have your own parents
walking with you. That led, as a mat-
ter of fact, to my reintroducing a bill
to move daylight savings time one
week later after Halloween so that kids
could trick-or-treat in an extra hour of
daylight.

But it was Mary Ann’s love for her
community and love for those children
that put forth that particular effort
and made her a mentor, a mentor to
young police officers, men and women,
who saw her as a true leader.
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She loved motorcycles, and the day
after her memorial service, 2,500 police
officers, and others, 2,600 motorcyclists
rode through Fair Lawn, New Jersey in
honor of Mary Ann Collura. It was a
sight to behold.

To commemorate the life of Mary
Ann Collura and her outstanding serv-
ice to the people of the community of
Fair Lawn, New Jersey, I introduced
legislation to rename the Fair Lawn
Post Office the Mary Ann Collura Post
Office at Fair Lawn, New Jersey, so
that when future generations who
never had the privilege of knowing her
or never read the stories about her,
when a child walks into the post office
in the future with their mom or their
dad, they would say, Mommy or Daddy,
why is this plaque here? Who was Mary
Ann Collura? And then the story of
Mary Ann Collura, her bravery, her
great service to the people of Fair
Lawn would be retold from generation
to generation and onward ever forward,
because she truly was a great role
model, not just for young women, but
for everyone.

As we come together to celebrate Na-
tional Police Week and National Peace
Officers Memorial Day this Thursday,
we remember that in life and death,
Mary Ann Collura and so many other
fallen officers remind us of a difference
that one person can make in making
this world a safer and better place. We
know that Mary Ann is looking down
upon us from heaven, and that while
Fair Lawn and the people of Fair Lawn
may have lost one of their bravest pro-
tectors, they have gained and the world
has gained another angel.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote for this piece of legislation, and I
know that the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) joins with me
and will have some remarks as well.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I have no other speakers at
this time, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he might consume to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) from
the Eighth District.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Illinois for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in very
strong support of H.R. 3939. This bill is
to redesignate a postal facility in Fair
Lawn, New Jersey in honor of Mary
Ann Collura, a wonderful, wonderful
woman who I knew personally, a brave
officer who was shot down in the line of
duty while protecting her hometown
and coming to the assistance of an-
other police officer from another town.
She was in every sense of the word a
first responder all the time, every day.

I want to congratulate my neigh-
boring Congressman, the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN), on
moving this forward.

Mary Ann Collura defied the odds.
She lived her dream by becoming Fair
Lawn’s first female law enforcement
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officer. She set her mind to doing it,
and she did it.

Officer Collura was a credit to her
community, partly because she broke
the mold by becoming that first female
police officer, and partly because she
served an impressive 18 years. But her
greatest quality was her attachment
and proven dedication to the commu-
nity of Fair Lawn. She grew up there.
She knew that community, and she
loved it, and they loved her. No citizen
can ask for more from their commu-
nity police officers.

This was a woman whose service was
not restricted by the hours that she
worked. When Mary Ann Collura was in
Fair Lawn, on duty or not on duty, the
public could depend on her vigilance.
Many in my town of Patterson knew
all about how she cared. We even called
her “Ma.”

Some of my favorite stories about
Mary Ann’s heroism revolve around her
willingness to face fires. Though she
was not a firefighter, Mary Ann had
that firefighter instinct, was never
hesitant to enter a burning building in
order to protect her community. She
once saved an elderly woman that was
trapped in a burning house following a
cooking accident.

On April 17, 2003, the day Mary Ann
was Killed, she was assisting an officer
from Clifton, New Jersey, police officer
Steven Farrell. Once the apprehended
suspect left the district and reached
Fair Lawn, the suspect abandoned his
car and started to run by foot. Officer
Farrell and Officer Collura attempted
to pursue and arrest the suspect. Four
shots were fired, both officers were
shot, but it was Officer Collura who
suffered fatal wounds.

Mary Ann Collura’s story is hum-
bling. I will never forget the help that
she lent to Officer Farrell and the Clif-
ton Police Department. Officer Collura
made the ultimate sacrifice to ensure
the safety of her loving community,
and it is for this that we honor her.

Naming a post office after Officer
Collura is only a small token of our
deep appreciation. It is my hope that
the redesignation will provide that her
name and inspiring story will always
be remembered.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to pass
this fitting tribute to Officer Collura.
As the story that the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) shared with
me earlier this afternoon, someday in
the future, that little child will be
walking past this Post Office with his
parents and will ask, what is that
name all about, and the parents will
know and will tell the story of Mary
Ann Collura.

God bless her and her family, and
God bless this Congress.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is clear from the comments of my
colleagues from New Jersey that Mary
Ann Collura is indeed a legend in her
community and surrounding areas.

Mr. Speaker, we have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I have been touched as well
by all of the comments about Mary
Ann Collura. Sometimes an incident
happens like that in a State and in the
Nation that touches everybody and,
certainly, naming this Post Office after
this fantastic American is an appro-
priate thing.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of the Mem-
bers to support the passage of H.R.
3939.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PUTNAM). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3939.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DR. MIGUEL A. NEVAREZ POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 4299) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 410 South
Jackson Road in Edinburg, Texas, as
the “Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez Post Office
Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4299

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF DR. MIGUEL A.
NEVAREZ POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 410
South Jackson Road in Edinburg, Texas,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘Dr.
Miguel A. Nevarez Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Dr. Miguel A Nevarez
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform, I rise
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in support of H.R. 4299 that designates
a post office in Edinburg, Texas as the
“Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez Post Office
Building.”” All of the members of the
Texas State delegation have cospon-
sored this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Miguel Nevarez has
been president of the University of
Texas-Pan American in Edinburg for
the last 23 years. In 1981, Dr. Nevarez
inherited a small university of only
8,000 students. But today, UT-Pan
American boasts more than 15,000 stu-
dents and 600 faculty members. Dr.
Nevarez’s 23 years of service makes
him the longest-serving Hispanic uni-
versity or college president in the en-
tire Nation.

A distinguished educator, Dr.
Nevarez is a vice-chair of the Council
of Public University Presidents and
Chancellors, and he is a member of the
American Council of Education and the
American Association of State Colleges
and Universities.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Nevarez retires this
Friday, May 14. President Nevarez led
his final spring commencement exer-
cises just last weekend, as over 1,200
students from UT-Pan American re-
ceived their degrees. House passage of
this legislation will provide Dr.
Nevarez and his family with a timely
honor for his contributions to all past,
current, and future students of UT-Pan
American.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support H.R. 4299.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Government Re-
form, I am pleased to join my colleague
in consideration of H.R. 4299, legisla-
tion naming a postal facility in Edin-
burg, Texas after Dr. Miguel A.
Nevarez.

This measure, which was introduced
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA) on May 6, 2004 enjoys the
support and cosponsorship of the Texas
delegation.

Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez has served as
President of the University of Texas-
Pan American for 23 years. The Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American is the lead-
ing institution serving underserved and
underrepresented students in the south
Texas community. The university is
home to a high concentration of His-
panic students. Currently Hispanic en-
rollment is 87 percent of the student
body.

Throughout his tenure as president
of the university, Dr. Nevarez has made
a difference in his community and pro-
fession by providing and improving
higher educational opportunities to
south Texas residents. For his efforts,
Dr. Nevarez has received numerous ac-
colades. He was named Outstanding Ed-
ucator by President Reagan in 1985, and
has worked closely with many United
States Presidents on education reform
and Hispanic education initiatives.
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Dr. Nevarez has testified in Congress
on the contributions of America’s His-
panic-serving institutions. He has been
named one of the 100 Influential His-
panics by Hispanic Business Magazine
and has been credited with creating a
Hispanic middle class in south Texas.

Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez is retiring this
year. By way of recognizing his many
years of dedicated service, the univer-
sity is hosting a special dinner on May
14, 2004, in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleague, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. HINOJOSA), in honoring the enor-
mous educational and professional con-
tributions of Dr. Nevarez. Designating
the post office in Edinburg, Texas, is
an excellent way to pay tribute to Dr.
Miguel A. Nevarez.

I urge swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, we have no other speakers at
this moment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he might consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA), the sponsor
of this bill, from the 15th Congressional
District of Texas.

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to urge my colleagues to support H.R.
4299, a bill that will rename the post of-
fice in Edinburg, Texas, home of the
University of Texas Pan American, in
honor of Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez. I want
to thank the gentleman from Virginia
(Chairman ToM DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Ranking Mem-
ber WAXMAN) for their assistance in
bringing this legislation to the floor so
quickly.

I want to congratulate and thank one
of the great modern heroes of south
Texas, Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez, my good
friend, who is retiring this year from
the presidency of the University of
Texas Pan American.

Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez has presided
over a sea change in south Texas. His
leadership of the University of Texas
Pan American has transformed the re-
gion. In fact, he laid the infrastructure
that will transform south Texas.

Dr. Nevarez has guided this institu-
tion from the days when this was still
a position called Associate Dean of
Men and only 8,000 students, many in
remedial education, to today when
UTPA is a full-fledged research institu-
tion, offering 56 undergraduate pro-
grams, 42 master’s programs and three
doctoral programs. Today, in 2004,
UTPA enrolls over 15,000 students.

The growth and development of south
Texas are inextricably linked to the
growth and development of UTPA. Dr.
Nevarez has risen to the challenge and
has made south Texas and its south
Texans proud. He has mentored fac-
ulties, students, and administrators.
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