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growth, curbed inflation, increased em-
ployment, and strengthened national
defense.

President Reagan was instrumental
in uniting a divided Berlin, as well as a
divided world, by bringing about an end
to the Cold War. Reagan’s speech call-
ing on Mr. Gorbachev to “Tear Down
This Wall’’ is a piece of American, in-
deed, world history, that will forever
elicit a special sense of pride among
the American people and all freedom-
loving people across this world.

Throughout his tenure in the office
of President, Mr. Reagan maintained a
unique grace and uncanny wit. These
endearing qualities enabled him to eas-
ily communicate with American citi-
zens, foreign dignitaries and public fig-
ures, meriting him the historic title as
the ““Great Communicator.”’

Railroad Ronald Reagan’s renowned
wit, firm dedication to American prin-
ciples and tireless belief in our “‘shin-
ing city on the hill” secured Reagan’s
enduring legacy. President Reagan will
forever be remembered for his eternal
optimism and faith in the ability of the
American people.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express what an honor it has been for
me to take the lead in sponsoring this
resolution. | would like to extend my
appreciation to my colleagues, over 100
of them, who have cosponsored this
measure to recognize one of the great-
est leaders this Nation has ever known.

Happy birthday, President Reagan.
As always, the thoughts and heartfelt
sentiments of this Congress are with
you.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor President Ron-
ald Reagan on the occasion of his 93rd
birthday and to pass along the
thoughts and prayers of the people of
the Second District of Kentucky to the
President and Mrs. Reagan on this spe-
cial day.

President Reagan has dedicated
much of his life to public service. From
the summer shores of his Illinois home-
town, to the silver screens of Holly-
wood, to Sacramento, Washington,
D.C., and now to his historic and heroic
battle with Alzheimer’s disease, Ronald
Reagan’s vision and competent leader-
ship continues to inspire national spir-
it, improve quality of life in the United
States and extend freedom and democ-
racy across the globe.

During his inaugural address in 1981,
President Reagan remarked, ‘““We are
too great a Nation to limit ourselves to
a small dream.” His dream of family,
work, neighborhood, peace and freedom
embodied the hopes of millions of
Americans, shepherding the Nation
into economic recovery and renewed
national pride, while demonstrating an
uncompromising moral leadership
abroad that brought communism to its
knees.

His is an exemplary life, uniquely
American and worthy of the love and
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admiration of so many men and women
across the world.
Happy birthday, Mr. President.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE).

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join my
colleagues in honoring a man who will
forever remain a symbol of the Amer-
ican dream.

I had the great good fortune and high
honor to serve as military aide to
President Reagan during my time in
the United States Marine Corps. As the
officer assigned to carry the ‘“‘nuclear
football,”” | had the opportunity to ob-
serve the President in a wide variety of
situations.

Ronald Reagan was already well
known before he entered the Presi-
dential field. Through a variety of ca-
reers, his thoughtful, caring nature and
engaging personality were well estab-
lished. Friends and colleagues alike
recognized him as gifted, some would
say the ‘‘great communicator,” who
was as accomplished a listener as he
was a speaker. Strong in character and
always quick with a joke, the best joke
teller | ever knew, candidate Reagan,
Governor Reagan, earned the alle-
giance, trust, and respect of a Nation
and was elected as our 40th President.

What struck me almost immediately
when | began my service to President
Reagan was the strong sense of leader-
ship he exuded. Perhaps more than any
other leader in contemporary history,
President Reagan knew when to trust
his staff and when not to allow his be-
liefs to be swayed. On routine matters,
President Reagan displayed enormous
confidence in his staff, | am proud to
say, including me. When told, for ex-
ample, “Mr. President, please stand
here,” he agreed affably. On matters of
substance, however, he was guided by
unwavering principle and would not be
moved.

President Ronald Reagan applied this
principle to the many challenges he
faced. The economic policy of Reagan-
omics was met with initial skepticism
and scorn, but its success validated his
vision of how to address the faltering
economy he inherited.

In international matters, his un-
flinching opposition to communism led
to its demise and earned the enduring
allegiance of former adversaries. This
principled vision inspired men and
women of all political persuasions to
put the best interest of our Nation
ahead of their respective political par-
ties. By holding to his vision of Amer-
ica as a beacon for the rest of the
world, he brought freedom, hope and
opportunity to millions here and
abroad.

Today we honor President Reagan for
his achievement, his leadership and his
enduring example. Happy birthday, Mr.
President, and thank you.

Mr. JEFF MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it is my honor today to pay tribute to a true
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American patriot on his 93rd Birthday, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. As we in Congress
move forth with reviewing the president's FY
2005 budget, | recall the words of Ronald
Reagan when he submitted his presidential
budget. He said,

“Government has an important role in help-
ing develop a country’s economic foundation.
But the critical test is whether government is
genuinely working to liberate individuals by
creating incentives to work, save, invest, and
succeed. We don’t have a trillion-dollar debt
because we haven't taxed enough; we have a
trillion-dollar debt because we spend too
much.”

Mr. Speaker, as we debate on the proper
amount of funding for securing our nation, the
greatest tribute we can pay to Ronald Reagan
is to develop a budget that allows our children
and grandchildren to live in a prosperous
economy. For the American people, it was his
leadership in economic policy that restored
hope for the future.

Thank you Mr. President for your inspiration
and leadership which continues to guide our
nation and which will help us to protect our
freedoms and liberties in the twenty-first cen-
tury. May you have a wonderful birthday and
God bless.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | sincerely do
wish former President Reagan and his
wife well on his birthday, and my
thoughts and prayers are with them as
he deals with the terrible disease of
Alzheimer’s; however, the resolution
went well beyond a simple birthday
wish. | could not in good faith cast a
vote for a bill that stated that the
Reagan Administration ensured re-
newed economic prosperity when mil-
lions of Americans were hurt by its
economic policies and the Federal gov-
ernment incurred massive deficit
spending.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | want to
again thank the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. Gi1BBONS) for introducing this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
joint resolution, H.J. Res 84.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—
HONORING JOHN STOCKTON

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 274) honoring John
Stockton for an outstanding career,
congratulating him on his retirement,
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and thanking him for his contributions
to basketball, to the State of Utah, and
to the Nation.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 274

Whereas John Stockton is the all-time
leader in assists in the history of the Na-
tional Basketball Association;

Whereas Stockton ranks among the top
point guards in basketball and was selected
in 1996 as one of the ‘50 Greatest Players in
National Basketball Association History’’;

Whereas Stockton is the league’s all-time
leader in steals, ending his career with an in-
credible 3,265 steals;

Whereas Stockton loyally played all 19 of
his NBA seasons with the Utah Jazz in an era
dominated by free agency and propelled his
team to the NBA playoffs during each of
those years;

Whereas Stockton won two gold medals as
a member of the United States men’s basket-
ball ““Dream Team’ in the 1992 Olympics in
Barcelona and the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta;

Whereas Stockton has been a perennial
All-Star, AlI-NBA selection, and has made
the NBA All-Defensive Team three times;

Whereas Stockton’s commitment to being
part of a team made him successful both on
the court and off as a dedicated husband to
his wife, Nada, and father to his six children;

Whereas Stockton’s sportsmanship and
commitment to basketball made him a hero
to millions of Americans, especially those in
his dual hometowns, Salt Lake City, Utah
and Spokane, Washington;

Whereas Stockton had a reputation as a
true team player who brought out the best in
his teammates; and

Whereas, on June 7, 2003, tens of thousands
of fans attended a retirement celebration in
Salt Lake City, Utah: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors John Stockton for an out-
standing career;

(2) congratulates John Stockton on his re-
tirement; and

(3) thanks John Stockton for his contribu-
tions to basketball, to the State of Utah, and
to the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAvVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on H.
Res. 274.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 274
honors John Stockton for a truly out-
standing career and congratulates him
on his retirement.

This body generally spends very lit-
tle time honoring basketball players,
but today we honor a player who truly
deserves extra commemoration.

When he retired last summer from
the National Basketball Association’s
Utah Jazz, John Stockton finished his
career as the league’s all time leader in
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both assists and steals. Astonishingly,
he totaled 15,806 assists and 3,265 steals
during his Hall of Fame-caliber career.
He was a 10-time NBA All Star and a
member of the first and second ‘“‘Dream
Teams,” the gold medal-winning 1992
and 1996 U.S. Olympic men’s basketball
teams.

Stockton played 19 years for the
Utah Jazz, which is also an all-time
NBA record for most years played for
one franchise. Even more remarkable
than his longevity and loyalty, he
helped lead the Jazz into the playoffs
following every one of his 19 NBA sea-
sons.

Along with his record of most overall
assists, 15,806, Stockton holds the
record for most assists in a season,
1,164, and the highest assist average in
a season, 14.5 per game. He is second
all-time to Magic Johnson in assists
per game during a career with 10.5. He
once distributed 28 assists in one game.
In a 48-minute ball game, that is nearly
unthinkable. In comparison, the cur-
rent NBA leader in assists averages
under 10 per game.

As | mentioned, Stockton is also the
NBA’s all-time leader in steals with
3,265. He recorded over 700 more steals
during his NBA tenure than the second
place player had, a gentleman by the
name of Michael Jordan.

Mr. Speaker, | urge this House to
congratulate one of the NBA’s most
outstanding players ever, John Stock-
ton, on the occasion of his retirement
from the NBA, and | thank the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MATHESON) for
his work to honor John Stockton.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, when John Stockton
broke the career record for assists,
9,922, the owner of his team, the Utah
Jazz, suggested he should set his career
goal at 15,000. Such an idea was laugh-
able, even preposterous to some. John
Stockton, though, retired at the end of
the 2002 and 2003 season with 15,806 ca-
reer assists.

Success in American professional
sports is often defined by statistics.
Mr. Stockton is a match for anyone. In
addition to being the NBA’s all-time
leader in assists with more than 50 per-
cent more than the next highest play-
er, Stockton also holds the league
record for steals in a career with more
than 3,200.
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He is a 10-time all star and was se-
lected as one of the 50 greatest players
in NBA history.

What sets John Stockton apart from
most athletes, however, is his sense of
team. Mr. Stockton played for 19 sea-
sons. And due in large part to his excel-
lence, the Jazz made the playoffs in
every one of those seasons. He is a two-
time Olympic gold medalist. No player
spent as many years in games with
only one team. And, remember, those

H273

15,000 assists means 15,000 easy baskets
for his teammates. That is not bad, es-
pecially since Stockton was considered
too small to succeed when he was
drafted out of Gonzaga in 1984.

John Stockton is such a consummate
team player that it is almost impos-
sible to talk about him without also
mentioning Karl Malone, Stockton’s
teammate and partner for 18 seasons.
Malone’s status as the NBA’s second
all-time leading scorer is directly at-
tributable to the thousands of passes
Stockton threw him over the years. In
June, when Stockton retired, Malone
gave this testimonial to his teammate,
and | quote: “‘lI hope and | pray people
here realize a couple of things,” said
Malone. ““There absolutely, positively
will never, ever be another John Stock-
ton. Ever. He gave me more than | gave
him.”

Stockton is also a family man, a fa-
ther of six. He is the sort of man who
once signed a contract for millions less
than he would have received on the
open market so that he could secure
ice time at Salt Lake City’s Delta Cen-
ter for his 7-year-old son’s hockey
team. In an era when far too many ath-
letes and other public figures put self-
ish motives and personal glory fore-
most in their actions, a consummate
teammate, unselfish player, and quiet
superstar like John Stockton is well
deserving of this resolution in his
honor. He is indeed a role model to be
emulated by others along the way.

The gentleman from Utah (Mr.
MATHESON), who is the sponsor of this
resolution, had wanted to be here but,
unfortunately, could not get back in
time to speak, so, Mr. Speaker, he will
submit his statement into the RECORD
at the appropriate point.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, |
thank my two colleagues, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MATHESON), for
introducing this resolution and the
dean of our delegation (Mr. CANNON),
for working with the majority leader-
ship for the timing and the scheduling
of this particular resolution.

| do not intend to pretend that | was
a close personal friend of the Stock-
tons, but | did have several occasions
to be with them, usually on public oc-
casions. The one that | remember the
clearest was sharing the owner’s box at
the opening game of the new triple A
baseball stadium that we have in Salt
Lake City. At that time, Mr. Stockton
was there with his wife and his young
family. One of the reporters from the
Salt Lake paper came up and begged
for a picture of the entire family to use
on the society page for the beginning of
this baseball season. John Stockton re-
fused. He refused to have a picture of
his family, his wife and his little Kids
there, because he did not want to ex-
pose his family to the kind of publicity
that goes along with professional
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sports and professional athletes. | was
impressed with that.

The second thing about that entire
evening that | was impressed with,
that even though | thought it was a
wonderful baseball game, as all base-
ball games are, even though it was fas-
cinating, when it hit a certain time,
even though there were still three in-
nings to go, he insisted on leaving be-
cause it was bedtime for his three Kids,
and the most important thing for him
was not his public persona, but that his
family had a commitment. I was im-
pressed with that.

It is difficult or unusual at any time
to have any kind of honor for John
Stockton without mentioning Karl Ma-
lone along with it, but in this case |
think we will have to wait until Mr.
Malone retires until that honor con-
tinues on, and then we will probably
have to share that with most of the
California delegation at the same time.

But on the retirement of John Stock-
ton, I am proud of him because he es-
tablished those old-fashioned values of
hard work and commitment to family
ahead of himself, a commitment to
others ahead of himself, which is why
he is the all-time assist leader. And it
shows the personality that this gen-
tleman has, and what he has done as a
symbol and also as somebody we can
emulate in the State of Utah. We ap-
preciate his efforts on behalf of the
Utah Jazz, especially what he has done
as a symbol of a sports figure who does
everything right, and his commitment
to bringing standards of personal integ-
rity to the world of athletics. | appre-
ciate this opportunity to just voice my
support of this particular resolution
for a fine gentleman.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
CoBLE). | do not know why a gentleman
from North Carolina wants to speak on
this issue, so I am going to be waiting
to hear his every word.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from the nutmeg land of
Connecticut for yielding me this time.

I am not sure how | became a fan, but
I will say this: the words ‘‘Stockton to
Malone’” are synonymous words with
winning basketball. And to watch
those two guys play was not unlike, |
say to the gentleman from Con-
necticut, watching a ballet. | mean Ma-
lone would haul down the rebound, dish
off to Stockton, Stockton would very
methodically and effectively move the
ball into the front court and then, be-
fore you know it, the ball from Stock-
ton back to Malone, and then Malone
buried the shot. It was winning basket-
ball, and it was unselfish basketball.

My good friend, the chairman of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary,
Mr. Speaker, Senator ORRIN HATCH,
knows that | am a Jazz fan. He said one
day, HOWARD, | am going to get you out
there as my guest. Well, it was not the
Senator’s fault, nor was it my fault,
but we never got to go. Now, as a result
of that, Malone has gone to another
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team, and Stockton has retired. And
when you procrastinate, | say to the
gentleman from Connecticut, it comes
back to bite you. It was no one’s fault.

Finally, and | do not mean this to be
a negative note, but many Jazz fans,
including yours truly, believe that a
no-call in a game that involved, | be-
lieve the Chicago Bulls and the Jazz, to
what most Jazz fans conclude was an
obvious foul, with which | am in agree-
ment, but it was not called, the whistle
did not sound. And | think the Bulls
went on to win that game. Ugh, you are
right; ““‘ugh” is correct. And many Jazz
fans to this day relive that no-call, as
| do.

But what a great tribute to a great
basketball player. My friend mentioned
Stockton’s many attributes. | think he
is the all-time leader in steals and as-
sists, destined for the Hall of Fame, I
am sure. But | commend my colleagues
for doing this resolution for John
Stockton. | hope the gentleman from
Connecticut now knows why | am a
Jazz fan.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | do know.
I was touched by the gentleman’s com-
ments. But | feel that the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAvIS), who yielded
back time, may want to be yielded
some time to talk about that no-call
and explain what the heck happened, so
| yield such time as he may consume to

the gentleman from [Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) to explain how the Bulls won
that game.

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker,
what was happening is that the Bulls
were moving so fast until the referee
just could not see what was happening.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman for explaining why that call
was never made.

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the achievements of John Stockton,
one of the greatest basketball players in the
history of the sport. | would like to thank the
leadership and the committee for their consid-
eration of this bipartisan resolution, which |
had the honor of introducing along with my
colleague from Washington, Mr. NETHERCUTT.

John Stockton and his nineteen years with
the Utah Jazz are forever linked in the memo-
ries of countless fans, both in my home state
of Utah and throughout the nation. Stockton’s
outstanding career and the example he set for
young people in this country did us all proud.

When Stockton announced his retirement at
the end of the 2002-2003 season, tens of
thousands of fans attended a celebration in
his honor at the Delta Center in Salt Lake City
last June. Not only were they celebrating his
achievements as a player, these fans turned
out to thank John Stockton for his loyalty to
the Utah Jazz in an era dominated by free
agency.

As the all-time leader in assists in the NBA’'s
history, John Stockton always put his team
first. He was also the league’s all-time leader
in steals, ending his career with an amazing
3,265 steals and he was selected in 1996 as
one of the 50 Greatest Players in National
Basketball Association History.’

John Stockton gave fans everywhere some-
one to emulate both on and off the basketball
court, especially those in his dual hometowns,
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Salt Lake City, Utah and Spokane, Wash-
ington. Stockton’s commitment to his family, to
the community, and to the states of Utah and
Washington are to be commended and hon-
ored.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
other speakers, so | yield back the bal-
ance of my time and ask for a positive
vote on this very important resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 274.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

ENERGY EFFICIENT HOUSING
TECHNICAL CORRECTION ACT

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3724) to amend section 220 of the
National Housing Act to make a tech-
nical correction to restore allowable
increases in the maximum mortgage
limits for FHA-insured mortgages for
multifamily housing projects to cover
increased costs of installing a solar en-
ergy system or residential energy con-
servation measures.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3724

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Energy Effi-
cient Housing Technical Correction Act”.
SEC. 2. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

Section 220(d)(3)(B)(iii)(V) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715k(d)(3)(B)(iii)(V))
is amended by striking ‘“with respect to re-
habilitation projects involving not more
than five family units,”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) and the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on this
legislation, and to insert extraneous
material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Ohio (Chairman OXLEY), the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Chairman NEY), and
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK), and the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS), the
ranking members, for agreeing to bring
our bill to the floor so expeditiously. |
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