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There is only one way we are going
to get out of Iraq, and that is allow the
Iragi people to seize their own destiny,
and that destiny may not be perfect ac-
cording to what the Oval Office wants
it to be, but this President has to rec-
ognize he cannot run lIraq from the
Oval Office. The Iraqi people are going
to have to fashion their own destiny.

That is why | believe we should call
for early elections this summer if pos-
sible, as was done in the town of Tar
and the village of Shatra, a town of
250,000. They have had elections. They
have done it using their ration cards.
In these towns, they have already had
elections. You bring in your ration
card, you stamp it when there is a
vote, and you pick who you think
should be in charge of your destiny.

The Iragis need to get involved in
their country’s future. Right now they
are dependent on us for everything.
They are dependent on us to do all of
the dying and spending. We need lIraqis
to grasp their own destiny, and the
best way to do it is through elections.
Those elections may not be as good as
the one in Florida in 2000, but it would
be a lot better than us picking the peo-
ple that we are going to shove down
the Iragi’s throats in this bizarre situa-
tion.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, it
was just about a year ago, just about
this time that the first congressional
delegation under the leadership of the
gentleman from California  (Mr.
HUNTER) went into Baghdad from the
Baghdad Airport up Kirkuk, the first
opportunity that Members of Congress
had to actually meet face to face in
Baghdad itself with General Garner
and Ambassador Bremer. We got into
Baghdad the same day, or within 24
hours or so of the time Ambassador
Bremer was replacing or comple-
menting the service of General Garner.

I can tell the gentleman because | be-
lieve it was the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. INSLEE) who mentioned
that General Garner had some ideas
about what needed to be done vis-a-vis
reconstruction. | can affirm to the gen-
tleman based on his suggestion which
he just made about elections that Gen-
eral Garner felt very strongly at that
time that councils of one kind and an-
other should be allowed to be set up,
that we could go to the lIraqi people
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and trust that they would put these to-
gether with a minimum of structure, if
you will, from the United States. That
is to say we could help provide the
logistical capacity to help conduct the
elections, but he felt they should move
forward expeditiously.

And | can tell you his suggestions
were made in a context in which he was
shoved laterally just about as fast as
he could go. I think we are going to
find General Garner, who was kind of
dismissed as someone who did not quite
understand what was going on, from
the point of view of history will be
shown as having a clear idea of what
needed to be done.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, the
history of this administration is any-
one who questions is shoved aside. Gen-
eral Shinseki said we would need hun-
dreds of thousands of troops. He was
literally ridiculed by the Secretary of
Defense and others.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. He was rebuked
publicly.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Absolutely, be-
cause you do not question these folks.
They seem to know everything.

What we are finding out is that their
understanding is so Iimmature that
they are almost child-like in their fan-
tasies. It is almost like a make-believe.
They want the world to be a certain
way, and so they just assume it is; and
then who pays the price? The American
people pay the price, the families of
our soldiers and the soldiers pay the
price.

If I can say something about the need
to come up with a plan as the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE)
and the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr.
ABERCROMBIE) have suggested. The pa-
pers reported today that the troop lev-
els that we are going to have in lraq
will stay at about 135,000 throughout
2005. 1 submit that is just the begin-
ning. It is going to be 2005, 2006, 2007,
we know not when this is going to
come to an end.

This is my prediction. My prediction
is this: If we do not change our poli-
cies, if we do not come up with a plan
to extricate ourselves honorably from
that situation, we are going to find
ourselves facing the strong possibility
of a military draft and the moms and
dads in this country who may feel very
detached from this war right now be-
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cause they have a 13 or 14 or 15-year-
old son or daughter, and they do not
think it is going to touch them, we
cannot sustain our military needs
around the world and continue to do
what we are doing in lraq without the
possibility, | think the strong possi-
bility of a military draft.

If we have a military draft, | do not
think we will have those exemptions
that we had when | and Vice President
CHENEY were draft age. | think every
person of draft age will be subjected to
it. | hold that out not as a threat, but
I think it is realistic. We have National
Guard persons and Reservists over
there, and they are being extended be-
yond the normal time of service. We
cannot continue this for years and
years and years into the future.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker,
the indication today was from the De-
partment of Defense that Reservists
and National Guard can look forward
to 16,000 more being called up in the
next year to supplement those already
in service.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, mean-
while, what is happening in terms of
the war on terror. We are talking about
Irag, and yet all over the world,
murky, small, nebulous cells of funda-
mental Islamics who hate America are
being spawned.

Mr. Speaker, maybe tomorrow if we
have some time we will come back and
do a wrap-up. Again, | thank my col-
leagues for this installment of lIraq
watch.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CoLE). The Chair reminds all Members
that it is not in order in debate to refer
to Senators except as provided in
clause 1, rule XVII.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

NOTICE

Incomplete record of House proceedings. Except for concluding business which follows,
today’s House proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7953. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-

quisition Regulation Supplement; Buy-to-
Budget Acquisition of End Items [DFARS
Case 2002-D036] received April 28, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

7954. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Multiyear

Contracting Authority Revisions [DFARS
Case 2002-D041] received April 28, 2004, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

7955. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement and Acquisition Policy, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Defense Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation Supplement; Contract
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Period for Task and Delivery Order Con-
tracts [DFARS Case 2003-D097] received April
28, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

7956. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Community Technology
Centers Program (RIN: 1830-ZA05) received
April 22, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

7957. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (RIN: 1855-AA00) re-
ceived April 22, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

7958. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of Labor, Employment and Training Admin-
istration, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Senior
Community Service Employment Program
(RIN: 1205-AB28) received April 21, 2004, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

7959. A letter from the Senior Regulatory
Officer, Wage and Hour Div., Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Defining and Delimiting the Exemp-
tions for Executive, Administrative, Profes-
sional, Outside Sales and Computer Employ-
ees (RIN: 1215-AA14) received April 29, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

7960. A letter from the Special Advisor to
the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Amendment of
Section 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations (Mangum and Erick,
Oklahoma) [MM Docket No. 01-218; RM-10237]
received April 19, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7961. A letter from the Director, Division
for Strategic Human Resources Policy, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
the Office’s final rule — Agency Use of Ap-
propriated Funds for Child Care Costs for
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Lower Income Employees (RIN: 3206-AJ77)
received April 6, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform.

7962. A letter from the Federal Register
Certifying Officer, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Indorsement and Payment of Checks
Drawn on the United States Treasury (RIN:
1510-AA45) received March 30, 2004, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

7963. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary and Acting Director, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Revision of Patent Term Extension and Pat-
ent Term Adjustment Provisions [Docket
No. 2003-P-029] (RIN: 0651-AB71) received
April 27, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
%64. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Counsel for Regulatory Law, Office of Envi-
ronment, Saftey, and Health, Department of
Energy, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Guidelines for Physician Panel Deter-
minations on Worker Requests for Assist-
ance in Filing for State Worker’s Compensa-
tion Benefits; Procedural Amendments (RIN:
1901-AB13) received April 9, 2004, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

7965. A letter from the Rules Adminis-
trator, Federal Bureau of Prisons, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Smoking/No Smoking
Areas [BOP-1084-F] (RIN: 1120-AA79) received
April 6, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

7966. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-

trator for Procurement, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Re-

Issuance of the NASA FAR Supplement Sub-
chapters A and B Consistent with the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulations System Guid-
ance and Policy (RIN: 2700-AC65) received
April 27, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Science.
7967. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Aero-
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nautics and Space Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — NASA
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Handbook
— Certifications, Disclosures, and Assur-
ances (RIN: 2700-AC96) received April 27, 2004,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Science.

7968. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Procurement, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Re-
Issuance of NASA FAR Supplement Sub-
chapter D (RIN: 2700-AC84) received April 27,
2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Science.

7969. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Procurement, National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Re-
Issuance of NASA FAR Supplement Parts
1813 and 1817 (RIN: 2700-ACB83) received April
27, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Science.

7970. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Management, National Cemetery Ad-
ministration, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — State Cemetery Grants (RIN: 2900-
AH46) received April 9, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

7971. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Board of Veterans’ Appeals: Rules of
Practice — Medical Opinions From the Vet-
erans Health Administration (RIN: 2900-A
K52) received April 15, 2004, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

7972. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
& Procedures Division, Alcohol & Tobaco
Tax & Trade Bureau, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Temecula Valley Viticultural
Area (2001R-280P) [T.D. TTB-10; Re: ATF No-
tice No. 958] (RIN: 1513-AA40) received April
27, 2004, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.
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