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picture of a hooded, wired prisoner,
which one commentator described as
an eerie throwback to drawings from
the Spanish Inquisition, has become
the new image of the U.S. occupation
of Iraq.

And this hooded image may be one of
the kinder and gentler images to have
yet seen the light of day. A highly crit-
ical report completed by the Pentagon
in March paints a much more graphic
and disturbing picture of prisoner
abuse. The report outlines a number of
intentional abuses, and | will quote
partly from it: ‘‘videotaping and
photographing naked male and female
detainees; forcibly arranging detainees
in various sexually explicit positions
for photographing,” and ‘“‘a male MP
guard having sex with a female de-
tainee; sodomizing a detainee with a
chemical light and perhaps a broom-
stick; and threatening male detainees
with rape.”

Yes, we are all sickened and outraged
by the photos and the reports. The
President, his cabinet, military lead-
ers, and the Secretary of Defense have
all lined up to say that this is not what
America is about; it is just the unfor-
tunate handiwork of a few bad apples,
and they will be held accountable for
their actions. Perhaps. But as Philip
Kennicott writes in today’s Wash-
ington Post: ‘“These photos show us
what we may become as occupation
continues, anger and resentment grows
and costs spiral. There’s nothing sur-
prising in this. These pictures are pic-
tures of colonial behavior, the demean-
ing of occupied people, the insult to
local tradition, the humiliation of the
vanquished.”

Should it be surprising, however,
that these events have occurred under
the watchful eye of an administration
that prizes secrecy and loyalty above
all else?

Mr. Speaker, the prisoner abuse scan-
dal demonstrates that the United
States is on the precipice of a major
foreign policy disaster. Our standing in
the world has been lowered to the point
that the United States has been iso-
lated in the court of world opinion.
President Mubarak has stated un-
equivocally that the United States is
the most hated Nation in the Middle
East. Ouch, that hurts. And sadly, even
in other parts of the world, we are no
longer viewed as peacemakers but in-
stead as the principal threat to world
peace.

To date, the war has cost the tax-
payers over $150 billion. Now we are
being told that the war will cost more
and that 135,000 U.S. troops will remain
in lrag through 2005. Billions of dollars
have been spent to enrich private cor-
porations such as Halliburton and
Bechtel. Private contractors are run-
ning around even interrogating pris-
oners with what appears to be less than
optimal supervision. Congress has
failed thus far to exercise its proper
oversight of the war. What additional
scandals and outrages are lurking just
around the corner?
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Mr. Speaker, now is the time to
change course in Iraq. The principal ar-
chitects of the war in Iraq, Secretary
Rumsfeld and Deputy  Secretary
Wolfowitz, have presided over a failed
policy. It is past due time for them to
leave their posts and submit their res-
ignations. The security, safety, and
prestige of our Nation is at stake, and
we will not win the hearts and the
minds of Iraqgis, the Arabs, and the rest
of the world with blood in the sand.
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Ms. WATSON. | yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | simply
would like to say that while | disagree
with the final conclusion that the gen-
tlewoman has just drawn, the outrage
that she began stating in her com-
ments is outrage with which we totally
agree; and we have been working over
the last couple of days since this news
came out to bring forward what we
hope will be a bipartisan resolution
from this House tomorrow. We are
going to be meeting, it appears now,
possibly early in the morning in the
Committee on Rules to report out a
resolution which will state our strong
condemnation of the actions that we
have seen taking place in the treat-
ment of these Iraqi prisoners.

Mr. Speaker, | thank my friend for
yielding me time so | could clarify
this.

———————

CELEBRATING NATIONAL AL-
LERGY AND ASTHMA AWARE-
NESS MONTH AND ALLERGY AND
ASTHMA AWARENESS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COLE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, this month we are celebrating
National Allergy and Asthma Aware-
ness Month. Yesterday was Allergy and
Asthma Awareness Day.

Last night, while attending the Al-
lergy and Asthma Network Mothers of
Asthmatics Awards Recognition Din-
ner, 1 had the pleasure of meeting two
dynamic young people who suffer from
asthma and yet are doing amazing
things to raise awareness about this
respiratory disorder.

Evan Mungan of Arnold, Maryland,
and Rachel Lambin of Gardenerville,
Nevada, were the recipients of the
AANMA Creative Kids Sunny Awards,
which highlights drawings, paintings
and writings by children who share
their feelings about asthma.

Mr. Speaker, Evan won an award for
his drawing entitled ‘““Good Day/Bad
Day,”” which is here on the floor, which
illustrates the difference between a
healthy lung and a lung with asthma.

Rachel wrote this original composi-
tion, ““When | Can Breathe,” which is
here on the floor, which expresses her
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feelings when the weight of asthma has
taken its toll on families.

Asthma is the most common chronic
disease of childhood; and, unfortu-
nately, the number of children and
young people with asthma is increas-
ing. About 17 million U.S. citizens have
asthma; 5 million of these are children
under the age of 18. About one in 13
school-age children has asthma. Health
care costs related to asthma are esti-
mated at $14 billion annually.

Both Rachel and Evan joined me on
the floor today, Mr. Speaker, and they
had the opportunity to be on the floor
with their siblings, John Henry and
Anabel, to take part in meeting Mem-
bers and shaking their hands. They
really did enjoy that.

But, Mr. Speaker, the faces of asth-
ma sufferers are the faces of all of our
children, and | believe we have a duty
to help them. Earlier this Congress, |
introduced the Asthma Awareness and
Treatment Act of 2003. This legislation
allows the HHS Secretary to award
contracts for a national media cam-
paign to inform the public and health
care providers on asthma, allergies and
related respiratory problems, espe-
cially in children, and provides re-
search into whether there is a causal
relationship between air pollutants and
the occurrence of asthma, allergy and
related respiratory problems.

I am also proud to cosponsor H.R.
2023, the Asthmatic Schoolchildren’s
Treatment and Health Management
Act of 2003. This legislation would give
funding preference to those States that
protect students’ rights to carry and
use prescribed life-saving asthma and
other medications.

I would like to thank the AANMA for
all of their hard work in making this
7th Annual Asthma Awareness Day on
Capitol Hill such a resounding success.
I joined with my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON), to
cochair this year’s day on Capitol Hill.

————

TIME TO GET OUT OF IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEwIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today with a heavy heart, but my
conscience is clear. I am so sick and
tired of seeing so many of our young
men and our young women die in lraqg.

Why has our Commander in Chief led
them to their deaths in this unneces-
sary war? What will we tell the parents
who will never see their children
again? What will we tell the children
longing in vain for their mothers and
fathers to come home? Why did they
die? Why?

After the atrocities we have com-
mitted against the lraq prisoners of
war, after the physical and psycho-
logical damage we have inflicted on the
people of that nation, we can no longer
truthfully say we are leading Iraq to
freedom. Before the war, we were told
that we would be welcomed as lib-
erators.
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Mr. Speaker, | say to you today, we
must take a good hard look at our
leadership in America. | say to you
today, we must hold them accountable
for mistake after mistake we have
committed in this war. We must hold
them accountable for the deaths of our
young people, and we must hold them
accountable for the unjust torture of
our prisoners of war.

Mr. Speaker, it is not a question of
who committed these unbelievable acts
of torture. It is not a question of who,
but what. What led to this flagrant dis-
regard for the humanity of our fellow
human beings?

Those at the highest level of this
government, the President, the Vice
President and the Secretary of Defense,
they have all created the climate and
the environment that led to these
abuses. They have disregarded the sov-
ereignty of another nation. Now our
soldiers have disregarded the humanity
of the citizens of Iraq.

Violence begets violence, Mr. Speak-
er. A military overthrow of another
government does not lead to a peaceful
democracy.

American soldiers smiling as they
humiliate citizens of Irag. There must
be a sense of righteous indignation in
America about what happened in those
prison cells, and there must be a sense
of righteous indignation in this Con-
gress against these unspeakable acts.

Mr. Speaker, | have said it in the
past, and | will say it again today: war
is messy. It is bloody. It tends to not
just hide the truth, but to sacrifice the
truth.

Why did it take so long for this infor-
mation to come out? Why did the offi-
cials at the highest level of govern-
ment try to hide these crimes against
humanity? Why did they try to cover
them up?

Mr. Speaker, we have made mistakes,
yes; but it is not enough to issue an
apology. It is not enough to say we are
sorry. We should issue an apology, but
we should say we are sorry also.

But, Mr. Speaker, the handwriting is
on the wall. It is time for us to get out.
It is time for us to bring our young
men and our young women home. It is
time for us to close this very dark and
sordid chapter in the history of our
great Nation.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MEE-
HAN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MEEHAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ESHOO addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida addressed

the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARKEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CONYERS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MEEKS of New York addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. VAN HOLLEN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-

H2631

tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GREEN of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. RUSH addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

CONDEMNING MISTREATMENT OF
IRAQI PRISONERS AND REMARKS
ON CREATING A DYNAMIC 21ST
CENTURY ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

CONDEMNING MISTREATMENT OF IRAQI
PRISONERS

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | have
some remarks that I am going to share
with our colleagues on the 21st century
economy and some of the challenges
that we are going to face, but | would
like to preface my remarks by respond-
ing to some of the issues that have
been raised by my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), my colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WAT-
SON), and the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEWIS), who spoke just before me.

There is in fact righteous indigna-
tion, as the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEwWIS) just said, over what we as
a Nation have seen take place in the
Abu Ghraib prison in Irag.

We as a Nation and as a people are
outraged over this treatment of pris-
oners. It appears to be in clear viola-
tion of the Geneva Convention, and |
believe that we have a responsibility to
do everything that we can as a body to
clearly state the outrage that we have.

As | said in response to the remarks
being made by my colleague, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WAT-
SON), Mr. Speaker, we are working at
this moment on a resolution that |
hope very much can enjoy bipartisan
support that will allow every single
Member of this House to go on record
expressing what the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEwIS) correctly describes
as righteous indignation over what we
have observed.

Now, the closing remarks that were
just offered by the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEwIS) had to do with the
call for our withdrawal from lraq; and
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